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PREFACE. 




->jpHESE Memoirs were originally col¬ 
lected, with a View to publication; 
.but, a reluCtance to difclofe anecdotes and 
&6ts relative to fo many diftinguilhed living 
characters, induced me : to poftpone the ao- 
complilhment of my intention, to.a diftant 
period. The lapfe of more than twenty 
-yiears has fully emancipated mb frojaft thofe 
reftraints ; the deteafe c of the King of Po¬ 
land, and of the Arcjiduchefs Chriftina, both 
which took, place during the cOurfe of laft 
year, having withdrawn the only remaining 
t j a s impediments 
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impediments to their appearance. The de- 

i 

pofition, added to the misfortunes, of Sta- 
niflaus, rendered him peculiarly (acred ; 
and had he been dill alive, I (hould yet 
have delayed publifhing thefe Memoirs. 

However remote the time may appear 
fmce they were written, I have (till chofen 
to be wholly filettt on many points equally 
•curious and interefting. The perfonages 
themfelves, to whom that remark applies, 
are either dead or forgotten ; and motives 
of refpeft induce me to let them remain in 
oblivion. 

In unveiling the errors, or difclofing the 
•foibles, of Princes and of Minifters, we 
muft confider them as incident to the frail- 
ties and infirmities, infeparable from human 
/nature, But, th€ir greeted faults will be 

19 obliterated, 
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obliterated, when compared with the atro- 
cities, and contrafted with the exoefies, of 
the prelent fejf-created Sovereigns of France, 

How moderate >vj.ll appear the ambition 
pf Joleph the Second, in the affair of the 
Bavarian fucceffion; and how ipild mull be 
accounted the moft defpotic a6ts of Fre¬ 
deric, towards the Saxons, or the Poles; 
on a comparifon with the flagitious enor¬ 
mities now committed, under the banner of 
Liberty and Equality, in Switzerland, in 
Rome, and in Piedmont! Even in their 
moft arbitrary proceedings, Jofeph and 
Frederic refpe6ting the rights of human 
nature, of religion, and of nations. In 
the conduct of the “Dire&ory,” we ex¬ 
perience their emancipation from all re- 
ftraints of private honor, of public faith, 
and of moral obligation. They have made 
A3 the 
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the bed apology for defpotifm, as well 
as for fuperftition ; and have compelled 
us to look back with envy or regret, tp 
ages of the earth, which the philofophy 
of the prefent time has endeavoured to re-» 
prefent, as only deferving of oblivion, oj 
worthy of compaffion.. 

Chesterfield-str^t* . 

Berkeley-square* 

4fril 2 , 1799 \ 
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Anecdotes of Frederic the Second, Landgrave of 
Iteffe.—Hanover.—Fleforefs Sophia. —Sophia 
Dorothea, PHncefs of Zell, wife to George 
the Firjk.—Relation Of the principal circum^ 
fiance jv attending her imprijbnment, and tht 
death of Count Konigmark. — Examination, 
of that tranfaftion.—Particulars of the lag 
iUnefs and death qf. King George thaFirf, ; 



Hanoter, Sept. 9 , 17V7. 


* p H E. line of inquiry and refearch 
which you fo warmly recommended 
to me at; my leaving England, is undoubt- % 
edly far more interefting, as well as im* 
jportant, than the defcription of palaces anc) % 
cities. But, it is likewife more difficult, 
and. in fome refpe&s I might add, more 
invidious. Kings and minifiers are neither 
as acceffible as the buildings they inhabit, 
r* voL. r. B nor 

i . ■ • r > ; ' . 
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nor can we venture to fpeak of them while 
alive with the fame freedom. “ Pericu- 
“ lofae plenum opus Ale®, hiftoriam fui 
“ temporis fcribere.” Even Burnet and 
Clarendon, who wrote of the events of 
their own times, did not efcape the penalty 
infeparable from fuch an attempt. I am 
however, on the other hand, fenlible, that 
it is only from contemporary authority 
we can derive the mOft authentic, as well 
as the moft curious materials of hiftory. The 
minute and perfonal anecdotes of illufr 
trious m6n foon fade under the touch 
of time, and are obliterated. In order to 
be preferred and tranfmitted to pofterity r 
they mull he collefted at the moment. 
The letters which I propofe to addrefs to 
you, from the various courts which I may 
chance to vilit While on the continent, will 
therefore be directed, though not exclu- 
lively, yet in a peculiar manner, to that 
objeCt. If fometimes, when furveying 
fcenes or countries remote from the com¬ 
mon track I may feem to deviate from my 
19 original 
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fcrigifoal defign, thedigreffion will • ©illy be 
fhortY 

I fhall pafs over the time that elapfetl 
between my landing' at Calais early in July!, 
and -my arrival at this place, as fumifhing 
little towards tny pteient-defign; and I 
(hall therefore neither detain -you at Ant¬ 
werp, at the Hague, -nor on the Rhine. 
Remounting-that River from DtifTeldorf to 
Mentz, I eroded, the dominions of Heflb, te 
Oafifclv The Landgrave may be accounted 
one of the rieheft, as well as moft powerful 
Princes of the German Empire, after die 
temporal Ele&ors: the Dukes of Wirtem- 
herg arid of Mecklenburg Schwerin alone, 
among' the Princes of the fecond order, 
©an eonteft with him in extent of terri¬ 
tory, in revenues, and in political im¬ 
portance. : 

Frederic the Second, reigning Landgrave 
of Hefle Caflei, is at this time about fifty 
feven years of age, of a middle ’fize in¬ 
clining to rebuft, and of a mahly figure. 
Over bis uniform he ufually wears the 
B a Order 
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Order of . the Garter; but, his treatment of 
the Landgravine his firft wife, who was a 
daughter of George the Second, did' not tend 
to cement the alliance which he had formed 
with the King of Great Britain. They 
were feparated from-each other during 
many years. The infelicity of his firft 
nuptials has not however prevented him 
from Contracting a fecond marriage, as 
foon as the nficefiary forms of. decorum 
permitted. Captivated by the attractions 
of the Princefs of Brandenbutgh Schwedt, 
he efpoujfed her about four years ago. 
is a collateral defcendant of the; Pruffian 
Houfe, and is frill at this time a very beau¬ 
tiful woman. But, the Landgrave feems 
either not deftined, or not calculated, . fot 
matrimonial happinefs. They live in a 
ftate of alienation and eftrangement, in 
the fame ’palace and capital, without iftue, 
or almoft intercourfe of, any f land. 

. ;For this domeftic misfortune, he copfole? 
himfelf in the fociety of , Mademoifelle 
F , whole perfonal charms are heightened 

W 
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by all tHe fafcinating coquetry of a Parifian 
education. She was miftrefs to .the Duke 
de Bouillon, and arrived here only three 
months fince. Two thoufand Louis-d’ors 
were allowed her for the expences of her 
journey from Paris to Caflel; and her a6tual 
eftablifhinent falls, little fhort of fix thoufand 
pounds a-year. As if . all thefe remunera¬ 
tions weTe below her .merit, fhe is treated 
with ftill more flattering marks of diftinc- 
tion. At the public theatre her box is 
placed clofe to the ftage, in a confpicuous 
part of the houfe. I law her there laft night, 
when the Landgrave and Landgravine 
were prefent at the performance. This 
contempt of decency, fo repugnant to our 
manners, is not uncommon in die German 
Courts, and derives a fort of fan&ion from 
cuflom. 

Caffel is in many refpe6ts a beautiful 
city, and embellifhed with fome magni¬ 
ficent buildings. Hanover, on the contrary, 
prefents the image of departed greatnefs ; 
palaces without inhabitants, a capital with- 
B 3 out 
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mi jta&de,’ and an Electorate wifchhutd 
Scrveiteigti. v It is principally by the rood* 
teCtibn of:.'what it was, that Haaroveiv con* 
tinufes to ''iitebeft. an ordinary traveller^ Tq 
an Englilkrnepa it oBfers many curious fub* 
jbdbs ufiefie&ion coimfe&ed with fesftoryi 
I finely the local fcenery;; with pleafiife; : nor 
have I been lefs abberitivaa to collect: feuaaeiof 
the anicdbtsBS which, tradition flfill pref«XKe 4 _ 
relative to the Electoral Family. At the 
palace of Herenhaufea, yefterday, a grey-* 
headed 'domeftic of fourfcore, pointed odt 
to xne thd precife %ot in the gaiden#,where 
the old ELe&refs Sophia, wife of i Erned 
Auguftus, dropped down land expired, That 
event happened in the beginning of. June 
1714, not eight weeks before the .death of 
Queen Anne. ‘ 4 1 . perfectly remember,**' 
laid he to pie, “ the evening, which waa, 
“ uncommonly ferene and fine. The Ele6t- 
“ refiss appeared to be in perfect health, noti 
“ withftanding hear advanced period of life. 
She had. dined in public; and, invited by 
w the beauty of the weather, walked «ut| 
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“ accompanied by the ladies and principal 
“ perfons composing her court. Suddenly, 
“ without Any Apparent cowl’s nr attack, 
f ‘ foe exclaimed, It rains ! it. rains J’ 
“ and running acrafs the garden, foe fpon 
“ funk down, cfofe to a little alcove about 
“ two hundred yards from the palace* 
“ where in the fpace pf a few minutes -fop 
“ breathed her laft, without pang or ef- 
“ fort” 

. The deftiny of this Princefs was yery lin¬ 
gular. Yojungeft daughter of the exijed 
and unfortunate Frederic foe Fifth, Elector 
Palaiine, King of Bohemia; brought up in 
indverfity and privations; married to a Prince 
of the family of Brunfwick, who had then 
no profpeft of becoming the head of his 
Houfe; deftined in the evening pf life, by a 
wonderful concurrence of circumftances, 
to foe Englifh fucceffion, from which fhe 
was apparently removed by her birth to an 
ahnoft incalculable diftance; furviving that 
event above thirteen years ; and at laft car¬ 
ried off by death at foe very moment when 
, B4 fhe 
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fhe muft have afcended the Britifh throne: 
fuch were the outlines of her hiftory. We 
Jcnow, that though above eighty years old 
at the time of her deceafe, fhe felt few of 
the infirmities of age; and that far from re¬ 
garding with indifference the crown which 
awaited her, fhe anticipated with anxiety 
and impatience, the accomplifhment of fo 
great an expectation. It would have been a 
fingular fpectacle to have beheld the grand¬ 
daughter of James the Firft quitting Hano¬ 
ver at more than fourfcore years of age, 
embarking for her new dominions, and 
affumihg the reins of government, at a time 
when other princes are ufually incapacitated* 
for all the fun&ions of royalty. 

My refeardies have, however, been more 
particularly dire&ed to another Priricefs of 
the Ele6loral Family, lefs generally known 
than the Ele&refs Sophia: I mean, the wife 
of George the Firft; for fhe was never ac¬ 
knowledged as Queen of England, or even 
as EleCtrefs of Hanover. She is in fa6l 
chiefly remembered by feme imperfe6t tradi- 

17 • " tiong 
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tions of her gallantry and her misfortunes; 
The greater part of her life was palled in a 
fort of melancholy' fequeftration, at the 
Caftle of Ahlden, in the Duchy of Zell. An 
only perfons of inferior condition were ad-, 
mitted to lee her, during the refidence which 
lhe made there, it is very difficult to afcertain 
with certainty the principal circumftances 
of her hiftory. Even relative to the 
chatge of infidelity brought againft her, it 
is not eafy to fupport by fa£ts any decided 
opinion. Her innocence is matter of in¬ 
ference and belief, more than of politive 
proof. I have converfed with many per¬ 
fons who recolleft her • death, though 
fcarcely with any who ever law her. On 
the nature of her connexion with Count 
Konigfmark, and on the particulars of his 
(HJappearance, I have in a peculiar manned 
endeavoured to obtain accurate information.' 
But, over this tranfafition fo myfterious a 
veil has been drawn that no contemporary 
teftimony or evidence, on which implicit 
reliance can be placed, is now to be pro¬ 
cured. 
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cured. ' The Court of Hanover, as might 
be €^pe6ted, /w^s dejltaiiis to fup* 
prefe fts much as poflible,-every cirpumitauce 
relative' to the Princefs and her pretended 
lover* pyen tbe-pame of Konigimark was 
not mentioned here without . repugnance, 
till within the laft twenty years. 

Various portraits of Sophia Dorothea, 
the wife of George the jFirft, dill exift in the 
palace here at Hanover, as well as ip that 
pf IJetenhaufen. J have confidepred them 
with. attention; and if I were compelled to 
name any perfon now living, tp whom they 
bear a particular refemblao.ee, I fhould fay 
it was jto the celebrated Mrs. Proper, bet? 
ter known, under the name of Sterne’s 
“ filiaa f but, the Princefs was unqueftion* 
ably by far the mod beautiful of the two 
women. In a very capital picture of her* 
which druck ?ne yefjferday at Herenhaufen, 
&e appears -to be in the bloom of youth. 
The contour of her face is more round than 
oval, the features regular, and their expref* 
fion. gay, pleafing, and animated.. Per 
:.j eyes 
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eyes aw haael, and her brown hair plays 
negligently over bet forehead. The pointer 
has drefled her in a lilae^olaured veft 
richly embroidered, which is clofely fitted 
ho herbody, and kjaloukted to display the 
delicacy of her fhape. Over her left 
ihonlder is buckled a blue mantle, adorned 
.with flwerteleduces; and behind bear ftands 
a negro girl, who halds -odt to her a fcorlet 
riband. This portrait was probably done 
loon after her marriage in i68ai when die 
svas about feventeen, and cannot be corn- 
lidered without emotions of concern for 
oer fubfeqnent &te. 1 fhad endeavour to 
throw together the mod material fafibs 
relative to her* which I have collected at 
various times, here, as wed as in other parts 
pf the empire. They will ferve at leaft to 
give fome. general information m which 
to form an opinion Benefiting that unfor¬ 
tunate Pwnoefs. 

Her father, George William, Duke of 
Jhunfwiek Limeabucgh and >Zell» was an 
elder farrifehear of Erneift Auguftns, Duke of 

Hanover 
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Hanover, who married Sophia, i youngeft 
daughter of the King and Queen of Bohemia. 
George William was one of the moft diftin- 
guilhed Princes of his time, and kotlefs kndwh 
by his talents fori war, than by his political 
abilities in peace. He checked the career of 
Louis the Fourteenth's arms, at a moment 
when they were every where vi&orious, by 
defeating Marfhal Crequi at Confarbruck, 
in 1675, and by taking him prifbner after¬ 
wards in the city of Treves.' In the decline 
of life, his profound judgment, added to his 
zealous protection of the Proteftaiit Religion, 
rendered him the oracle of all the adherents to 
that faith, and the declared enemy of France* 
It was to the Duke of Zell* that William, 
Prince of Orange, ufually had recourfe for 
advice, in great or delicate emergencies; and 
before he ventured to embark forEngland 
in 1688, on the expedition againft James 
the Second, he confulted George William in 
perfon. A range of rooms in the Caftle of 
Zell, is full called the Prince of Orange's 
apartments, from having been, frequently 

inhabited 
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inhabited by him, and appropriated to his 
ufe. Even in the a£t of fucceffion, which 
called the Houfe of Hanover to the Britiih 

' * i • 

throne, William was unqueftionably ac¬ 
tuated in part by friendfhip for the Duke 
of Zell; whofe defcendants, immediate and 
collateral, were thereby eventually raifed 
from German Princes of the fecond order, 
to the rank of Kings. 

George William, after having patted the 
meridian of life in celibacy, became at 
the age of forty djeeply enamoured with 
Eleanor Defmier, a young lady whom he 
iaw by accident at Breda in Holland. Her 
father, Alexander Defmier, was a French 
'gentleman, of ancient and honourable de¬ 
scent, Lord of -Glbreufe in the province of 
Poitou. Being a Hugonot, he had quitted 
his native country on account of the perfe- 
cution to which he was liable for his reli- 

C 

gious opinions. If .we may.brieve tradi¬ 
tion, Mademoifelle d’Olbreufe was not fq 
jdazzled with the ; coaqueft which. her 
charms had. efie&ed, as to forget the dis¬ 
proportion 
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proportion of rank a!nd birth between hef 
fend her lover. She did not yield tohia 
fiddreflfes, till convinced by time of the 
lincerity, as well as the warmth of his afc 
fe6lion. In the marriage contract, fee was 
qualified “ Countefs of Harburg f it mot 
being in the Duke of Zell’s power, accord-* 
ing to the forms of the Gerihah jurifpru* 
dence, to elevate her to the dignity of d 
Princefs of the Empire, though he could 
make her his legitimate wife. But, at his 
felicitation feme years afterwards, the Em* . 
peror Leopold raifed her to that eminence, 
and fee was then univerfally recognized as 
Duchefs of Brunfwick-Zell. 

Sophia Dorothea, the , only 1 iffue of 
George William by Mademoifelle d’Ql* 
breufe, was born in 1666, and at an early 
age was promifed in marriage to Auguftus 
Frederic, fen of Anthony Ulric, Duke of 
Brunfwiek Wolfenbuttel. But, this young 
Prince, who excited great expiations, was 
cut off when only nineteen, having'died 
in confequence of the wounds which he 
•: received 
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received at the (lege of Philipsburgin 1676- 
Efrieft. Auguftus, Ehlke of Hartover, who was 
prefumptive heir to his brother George Wil¬ 
liam-in the Duchy of Zell, as being a irrafcu* 
line fief, was likewife naturally defirous of le- 
curing the allodial or perfonal inheritance of 
the elder branch of his family. He demanded 
therefore, the Princefs Sophia Dorothea itt 
marriage for his eldeft fon George Louis, 
Hereditary Prince of Hanover. The Duke 
of Zell confented to the propofal; but, it b 
univerfally aflerted that neither the Duchefs 
his‘ wife, nor the young Princefs herfelf, 
fubmitted to it without great relu&ance 
and confiderable oppofition. The nuptials! 
were neverthelefs folemnized in November 
1682. Ih the following year fhe brought 
into the world a fon, who was afterward* 
King George the Second. His birth was 
followed by a daughter, who by her mar¬ 
riage with Frederick William the Firft, be¬ 
came Queen of Pruffia. 

But, the union of the Princefs' of Zell 
With, the Hereditary -Prince of Hanover; 

though 
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though produftive of iflue, was by no mean# 
happy. It is difficult to afcertain whether 
their infelicity refulted from natural iricomr 
patibility of character; whether it was prin¬ 
cipally produced by negleCt on his part; or 
whether it arofe from her heart being pre¬ 
occupied by a paffion 'for another perfon. 
The Court of Hanover was at that period 
one of the mod fplendid, gallant, and polifli- 
ed, of any in the German Empire, or in the 
North of Europe. Ernelt Auguftus himfelf 
avowedly maintained a commerce of gal¬ 
lantry with the Countefs of Platen; a woman 
pf beauty and accomplilhments, whofe in¬ 
fluence over him was in many refpeCts 
almoft without bounds. His fon, the Here¬ 
ditary Prince, imitated the example let him ; 
though he preferved for his wife, and mani- 
fefted towards her, fentiments of perfonal 
refpeCl and conlideration. She feems on her 
part to have been a high-fpirited woman, of 
ftrong paffions, capable of the moll violent f efo- 
lutions; and not fufficiently circUipfpeCt in her 
conduCfc,. whatever might be the purity of her 
, " intentions. 
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intentions* in a fituation where calumny 
might fo eafily find fubje6t fof attack.’ ' f 
Among' tile ftrangera of diftinftion who 
vifited the Court of Hanover, was Count 


c, a man whofe crimes, adven¬ 
tures, and tragical end j have rendered him 
( too much known. He was : by Birth a 
’ Saxon, though his family was originally 
' from Sweden. tiandfdme in' his perfiSn, 
captivating In his manners and addrefs, he 
tfas formed’ to fucceed wifii wottienG He 
had been early known By, and peculiarly 
acceptable to, the ; Prihcefs of H^.ho'Vter, 
before her marriage, whterifh'e teficTed'at 
2ellin hef ifallhkris palace. : Itf ft ‘fevba 
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Which ’ naturally “ revived oh Seeing him 
; agarn. ^iConigfmark, whatever jperfonsl^of 
“ etternaV graces he' pbfleffeth was 1 uhqueA 
. tionabiy. a diflolute, unprincipled,’ c \ febter- 
prizmghiari of pleafufe, capable of this 
crimes in th^ jiurfuifori'httammitot 
J of fM views, tie had triivellfed overEuiojje, 
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had feen fervice in various countries, atid 
, dift^pguiftied himfelf by his, gallantry, 
magnificence, and courage. In Spain, where 
. he had difplayed his addrefs on public occa- 
fions, he was honoured by as public teftimo- 
rpesof attachment, on the part of the ladies 
. of the Court.ofJVIadrid. When in England, 
^ under . the reign of Charles the Second, 
. he narrowly efcaped an ignominious exe- 
c cutipn, for. the murder of Mr. Thynne, in 
1,682. His accomplices, for it is impofiible 
to doubt that * he s employed or fubomed 
. them, though the fa6t could not be judi- 
ciplly brought,home to him;, were all exe¬ 
cuted at-Tyburn, for that, atrocious a6t. 
, He ^himfelf was referved for a deftiiiv 
. hardly lefs unfortunate, a few years later; 
» ^and his name is now infeparably conne6ted 
-j with , the Princefs T of Hanover,. Sophia 
. Dorothea. 

‘" ■ * t ># * • •> X* , .i* 

,. The Prince her hufbuid, who ferved 
. .during more than one campaign, in .the 
^Imperial army againft the -Turks* was fre- 
k 4 uently abfent from her; a cjrcumftance 
20 which 
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which naturally facilitated Konigfmark's 
•accefs to the Princefs. It is upqueftionable 
ithat (he entertained for him fentiments of . 
-the moll partial nature, and that fhe irir 
dulged them in a manner, which, 1 if not „ 
■criminal, was at leafl imprudent. She was 
accuftofoed, two or three tqnes hi a week, 

,to feign an indifpofition, under which pre¬ 
tence fhe retired to. her apartment. Kto- 
nigfmark was then admitted; they, fupped 
together, and ufualjy remained at table, or 
in converfation, till two or- three o'clock in 
the morning. . When ' he retired, he de- 
fcended by a Uttle private ftaircafe, nepr 
the great gate of the Ducal Palace, which 
conduced him into the town. t: » 

Interviews of fuch a nature, at fuch 
hours, and in the Princefs's own apart- 
•- ments, imply great, and one may .add, 

• improper intimacy; particularly, if Konigf- 
mark's profligate character he recollected. 

: It b* even difficult at'firft fight, ncrtto.oon- 
ne&with them the idea-of a criminal con- 
" hfe&ion. But, 1 on the other hand,-there 
e . i ' c a is 
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is neither any proof that theywemfo in 
.effed, nor was any .fuch proof ever at * 
tempted to be madeoui againft her, though 
-her ehemies Were deeply interefted to efta- 
blifh the fa£t, if it had been poffihle. In 
addition to this negative prefumption inher 
favour, it is. pofitively afifarted that, during 
-the time when- Konigfmark was with, her, 

- they .never remained c alone together; . one 
or more of her.ladies of honour, and thofe 
of the mod; unimpeaojbed dbaradtecsi being 
always prefent. The .very iraprudence of 

- admitting : him to: fuch interviews^ feems to 
■i prove, that they .wpre innocent, ; fihce rit 
■ was irppoflible that thejr could be altogether 

concealed or. unknown. 

Unfortunately *: Kabnigfraark’s perfon and 

• accompHfhmefiis had made an impteflion 
not only on the Pripcefs, but on Madame 
de PJatep, miftrels of Eraeft .Ajigpftus. 
Whether, as is pretended, he had drhdged 

• the favours! which 1 Ihe conferr^i iQiiehim; 

• or whether be had returned her .partiality 

; with, indifference and -eontoSapt,. o^ Othet. 

periona 
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perforfs affiire, it is certain that Ihe deeply, 
refented- his behaviour. Irritated at hisr 
preference for the Princefs Sophia Dorothea,' 
of which the was well apprized, and having 
let fpies to watch his motions, Ihe foon 
difcovered his fecret interviews with her 
rival, of which Ihe gave information to the 
Duke of Hanover. It was natural to fup- 
pole that- he would not tolerate them; and 
the Count foon afterwards received an in* 
direCt, but peremptory intimation, that his 
longer ftay at Hanover would be dif. 
pleating, As he delayed'compliance with 
the injunction on various pretences, it 
was reiterated. He therefore made publio 
preparations for his departure, fixed the 
ddyafid hour, ordered his poft-horfes, and 
having commanded his fervants to expe£t 
him at three o’clock in the morning, he 
went privately to the Ducal Palace, The 
Princefs, under pretence of indifppfition, 
admitted him as before to her apartment, 
where a flipper was ferved, and they r^ 
C3 jnained 
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mained for fome hour's together; always 
however in company with one or ri^ore of 
her ladies. 

No fooner was the Countefs of Platen 
apprized that Konigfmark was in the 
Princefs’s chamber, than (he inftantly car¬ 
ried the intelligence to the Duke, and re- 
prefented to him the infolence of a man thus 
braving, if not difhonouring him in his 
Own palace. Profiting of his indignation, 
Ihe induced him to give directions for 
punifiling the Count's temerity, by an a6t 
of immediate violence. It is doubtlefs to 
be lamented, that Erneft Auguftus fhould 
have fanCtioned or authorifed an afiaffi- 
nation; for fuch it miift be deemed: but, 
it fhould likewife be remembered that he 
tvas a Sovereign Prince, and the provoca¬ 
tion was great, if he really believed Konigfi- 
mark's vifits to his daughter-in-law to have 
been of a criminal nature. No appeal 
could be made to his fon, who was abfent 
in Hungary, and the Count was on the 
- point 
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ppint of leaving Hanover. How far thefe. 
confiderations may feem to palliate the a£t,^ 
I leavfe mankind to determine. .. 

A very general idea prevails throughout 
Germany, and has been circulated in various 
publications, that Erneft Auguftus having 
caufed four of his guards to put on malks, 
they by his order attacked Konigfmark, as^ 
he came out of the Princefs’s apartment, 
and killed him on the fpot. I faw this 
very morning, the place in the Ele&oral 
Palace, where, tradition fays the Count 
fell. It is a pafiage almoft deftitute of 
light, not above nine or ten paces in length. 
A door at one extremity opens . into a 
large handfome apartment, the firft of the 
range formerly occupied by the Princefs of 
Hanover, and out of which Kqnighnark 
pafled,when he quitted her on the night that 
he perifhed. At the other end is a fecond 
door, near the ftaircafe, by which he was to 
have left the Palace. That this was the fcene- 
of his feizure, there is no doubt; but, the 
means ufed to put him out of life were more 
c 4 fecrefy 
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fecret, 'though not lefs effectual, thandpen 

attack. I lhall relate them from good au- 


Orders were iifiied on the par t of the Duke 
of Hanover, to the loldier who Counted guard 
at the Palace gate, to flop Kanigfmark,as he 
defeendea the private ftaircafe heforemen- 
tioned; to force him to follow by'menaces 
of immediate death; and then to fhut him 
into a fubterrahean vault or cellar, ^hich was 
exprefsly indicated. The foldier punctually 
executed the commiffion, but without know- 
ing or fufpefiting the confequencp. It is af- 
ferted that the Count neither made, nor even 
attempted refiftance; afact which would feem 
to prove either a defeat of courage, or a want 
of any means of defence; unlefs we Fuppofe 
that, confiding in his innocence, he took no 
precaution for his iecurity, arid was unfuf- 
picious of an intention to interrupt hispaffage 
out qf the Palace, The vault into, which the 
unfortunate, Konigfmark was thus forced, 
could at pleafure be filled with water, by 
means of a pipe. It was in fa& a refervoiri 

. and 
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and no fooner was hefliutupin it, than they 
immediately admitted the' water, and drown¬ 
ed him. His body on the enfuing morning 
was put into a heated oven, and the. month' 
of it bricked up, as the mofl effe&ual means 
of for ever conceahng the whole tranfa&ion. 

But, though, the precife nature, of the 
means ufed to effe& Konigfmark s; death 
might not be immediately divulged; his : 
Hidden difappearance, and the ahxioub in¬ 
quiries of his fervants, who after vainly feek- 
ihg him through the city of Hanover, repair¬ 
ed to the Ducal Palace, in order to obtain 1 
intelligence of his fate, foon betrayed the 
lee ret. It was fpeedily conveyed to the 
Princefs, who well-knowing the’ implacable 
enmity which Madame de Platen bore 
him, made no doubt that the Count had 
fallen a vittim to her vengeance. But lar 
1 from fubmitting tamely to the power of 
Emeft Auguftus, or even confulting her 
bwh perfonal interefts, fhe abandoned hetlelf 
to the moft immoderate tranfports of refent-i 
pient and iiidjgiiation. Neither the" author 
, ritv. 
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rityy the prefence, nor the menaces of the. 
Elector, could fubdue. her unconquerable* 
fpirit. She treated him as a manlier apd ( 
an affaffin, declared that.lhe would no longer, 
remain among barbarians and murderers,, 
and even appeared ready to make fome at-, 
tempt on her own life, in the violence of her 
defpair. After fo public and fo fcandalous a. 
fcene, it became impoffible either to conceal,, 
or to pafs over the tranfa&ion in filence. 
Emeft Augullus ordered the Princefs there- 
iore, to be condu&ed to the Palace or Collie 


of Ahlden, fome leagues diftant from Hanover, 
where fhe-was eyer after retained in a fort of 
honorary confinement. Two ladies and a. 
chamberlain, were, named to attend on her, 
and to compofe her houfehold. This, extra¬ 
ordinary event took place in 1686, at a time 
whenKonigfmark was about thirty-ope years 


old, and when Sophia Dorothea could not 
have accomplished her twenty-firft year. 

How far the Duke of Zell her father ap^ 
proved or condemned the conduct of Erneft 
Augullus his brother, does not appear; nor. 



if 
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if it were known, could we form any ground 
on which to infer with certainty his daughter’s 
innocence or criminality. That her huiband, 
the Prince of Hanpver, was in no manner ac¬ 
quainted with, or privy, to tile death of 
Konigfmark, is clear to demonflration; finee 
it was a fudden a6t of refentment, committed 
during the time that he was abient in Hun* 
gary. He even fubmitted, it is certain, with 
confiderable relufitance to the Duke his fir 
thers defire, that he feould for ever renounce 
the Princefs; Erneft Auguftus exacted of him 
that mark of filial obedience, if not of ap¬ 
probation. In December 1694, a fentence 
of feparation was pronounced between the 
Prince and Princefs. But no divorce , in the 
moil; extenfive fenfe of the term, as totally 
difiolving the marriage between them, and 
enabling each party to marry again, ever 
took place. Sophia Dorothea continued to 
refide at Ahlden, till the death, of her father- 
in-law, the Duke of Hanover, which happened 
in 1698; and from the time of her beingfirft 
.transferred thither, to the end of her life, fee 

was 
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war commonly knoWn under the name: of 
* Prince# of Ahldeii.” 

• After the deceafe of Emefi Augufius, 
George, then become Ele&or of Hanover; 
mncfe propofitions to the Princefs, for an* 
oblivion of paft animofities, and for a re-* 
foirtciUtffton. It is difficult to fay whether 
a'ebrtvi&ion of her innocence, a lentiment 
Of ! 3 $fe 6 fclon, or motives of intereft and, 
pfot&ys were moft prevalent in this propo* 
fab Put, it is certain that ihe rejected the 
Offers, and replied, that “ nothing could in* 
u duce her to live in a family of aflaffins/’ 
A fa& much more incredible, but which 
tefts upon the ftrongeft evidence, is that 
after the death of Queen Anne, when the 
Elector was called to the throne of Great 
Britain, he renewed his propofals to her for 
the fable purpofe. A deputation, compofed 
oFEriglilh Peers and Gentlemen, by the new 
•King's defire, waited on Sophia Dorothea 
at Ahlden, and acquainted her that they 
wilhed to be permitted to approach her as 
'■their Queen- They reprefeuted to her the 

injurious 
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(injurious confequenqes w^ich hpr jTepajq- 
tapo, and to r ftate of mifiqteUigqncer.M'jth 
,the i King her hulbaqd produce* 

.peculiarly. to hpr fan. ^nd ^jiej rpflflgcj- 
^d ^er that ^>r ,(Ugi^er ; fa«%, 

.pf tone? ^e-Secofld’s/on 
> iflu^pn. Far. fropi,,.yjei$i&g 
iPfgm&9&>: «r r bpipg dazzled , by , f^qf- 

•pe&pf a. qrpyn,,fhe perpipptprily ppefcyi 

; tjae;overture: -*f[ If” j%id Ihe, ‘11 ( am : gud^y 
'pf. ijhe .ertoe; imPH^d ^o„xpe, } e?p 99- 
“ .woiftby ,to |ie your ^ueen. . If , J[ ,:ppi 

^..pnyr^hy. tp.Jpe 
, “ ppy.toftand ” VA WfPQn g?p^to,.pf 
. jiiefcj*, i^pi^iptwp, nMi pi^sr toxftito?» 
;.m Y(id?( implaqable, .^fen^pt . #>r 
/.|iteeyl4ffaflin«toP of.^pigfrp ^,.m gfflft 

- tovp bpeft•j?pnfejftU8,of. i tof I o ytyj/megfff}, 

•ivPOd- ipf• i tto;.Xn^Jjgnity • 

_j#f ( tto ifc&i&ftlf _I { toffo fte« ftnd jtejpd 
oitofc pfOP&J# if 

i'.^onto.‘.'l .i. • !. ii r. .'t ~iJ r e 

- itopfe^-pqffofto 3 ® irfwmiiter wb&b*- 

ment i/pd wfafmy 

, : mark 
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mark ofrefpe6t due to her rank. The two 
ladies of her houfehold, the chamberfain, 
and the officer who commanded the- guard, 

' conftantly dined at her table. 1 She was al¬ 
lowed to go in her coach, to thediftance of 
a league from the Cattle. Perfons ©^ in¬ 
ferior condition, workmen, and tradefmen, 

• 4 f 

had free accefs; but no man- or woman 
of conficteratioh was'allowed to approach Or 
fpeak to her. After Erneft Auguftus* a 
death, who wtas her declared efteihy, ffie 

* might have obtained, if not her liberty, at 
leaft an alleviation of the reftraint and pri¬ 
vations impofed on her. But Ihe difdained 
to make any application for the purpofe. 
By the concurring teftimony of all perions, 
Ihe bore her misfortunes with- dignity and 

• equanimity; never vented herfelf in re¬ 
proaches againft ; thofe who had injured or 
oppreffed her; and preferred the cheerful- 

- nela of a inind. fererte and’ innocent, in the 
midtt of her hard condition. Even her 
beauty remained in a great degree unim- 
. paired, to a late period of her life. 

—’•** Blonde!, 
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Blondel, who was the French Minifler 
at the Court of Hanover, from 1715 to 
1726, a period when ihe was ftill living, 
and who had every opportunity of inform¬ 
ing himfelf of the particulars of her hifto fy, 
confirms all the principal fa&s which I have 
enumerated refpe&ing her. In a very 
curious account which he drew up of the 
whole tranfa£lion,he declares that he derived 
his information relative to Sophia Dorothea, 
from the mouth of' the fecond Countefs of 
Platen^ jniftrefs to George the Firft'. Blondel 
pVotefts liltewife, that lie had himfelf feen the 
Very ibldier of Erneft Auguftus’s guards, who 
(hut'Konigfmark into tlie refervoir; and who 


afiured Blondel, that he fhould never'fbrgive 
himfelf for having had any {hare in lo abo- 
. rain%ble an a6t. “ Such," adds he, “ was the 


“ uniform gaiety and ferenity of the Princefs’s 
.“ temper during het refidence at Ahlden, 
* “ as to iniprefs Ujntverfally with a convic- 
' “ tiou of her polTeffing a quiet coiifcientee. 
“ 'riiofe who faw her, if they judged from 
“ appearances, would even have fuppoTed 
j ; “" J ' “ that 
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. “ that ihe was not difcontented with hetf 

' « -. r * 

.** htuatipn and fortune/* 

In 1705* her father George William 
]Dttke of Zell died, at above eighty years 
of age, and fhe then fucceeded to all the 
petjonal property, which was very ample. 
It was commonly aflerted and believed* 
that flip contrived to reihit large fums an¬ 
nually, arifing from her feparate income, to 
her fon, George the Eleftoral Prince. When 
he afterwards became, by his fatherVeleva- 
tiqn to the Britifh Throne, Prince of Wales, 
Sophia Dorothea continued to fupply Kim 
liberally with money from her own purfe. 
S^he , maintained with him a regular inter- 
courfe by letters, and exprelfed towards mitt 
. the wanpeft fentiments ofaffe&ion. It is 
..probable that fuch proo/s of it, however na- 
. tural apd meritorious, did not tend to heal 
. die breach between her and her hufbnpd. 
•$he ^remained till the period of heir dearth, 
confined at Ahlden ; nor did George the Fiyft, 
who furvived her about eight months^ wear 
mourning for her as his wife, but as his coufm; 
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though he permitted his fon and the other 
brunches of the Royal family, to moiirn as 
for their mother and grandmother. " 

1 When we confider the principal dr* 
cumftances of the prinfcefs Sophia Doro¬ 
thea^ hiftory, we can fcarcely form other 
than one opinion refpe&ing her. She was 
doubtlefs highly imprudent, and therefore 
in (bme- meafure 'culpable; but it feemS 
impoffible not to acquit her of crime. Even 
if all the fafib which I have enumerated, 
do not imprefs the convi&ion, there ftill 
remain others hardly lefs forcible, draw 
either from the internal evidence of the ftory, 
or retting on the ftrotlgeft tefthnoriy. She 
herfelf, during the long term of her deten¬ 
tion at Ahlden, cohftantly and invariably 
perfifted in afferting her innocence* • As 
Often as (he received die iacrament, which 
baa frequently, Ihe repeated the proteftation; 
Ond (he confirmed it When hear her' end* 
She is faid to have admitted that her heart 
was not indifferent- tp Konigfmark, but (he 
maintained that her Honour was uflfullied* 
^vql. i. D - -. The 
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f§rfo^ on ^he'i fatal Tiighf fffe. &9Big& 
mark perifeft&and yhp'l§t Lgr miS&S 4» 
Pryicjefe’s, ^rtm^nt, j#n£jrn#d th#i ijfcme 
8topi9§ti.; .Aa an ;§qcojflpli?§ 

&**&.$& k er m$r? fs’§. %PS>fe 4 gsilfc 
this lady was.irnprifone^L % order e££flg$ 

that iffitheg.jft 

the l^ft v mt^n(iew>£ the.Co^ with%>hjf* 
Pp^tte% rot at any of $h§>y 
ones, had they evef beep, left alonefor-a# 
1 $pn* together. v , : . < ,j ..-; ; vii ,, 

It ; js t yery copaipopiy. alerted hpf&.-a! 

fltafHtf* •; shat 4ft P&fepft im p»fo 

fvftd jssfliptfo d«$i#g hft* .whfltfe li% 
for h^rifig; jrtftig^tejd iEtOpft Angu$fia tp 
take ye^eanse on JfrHUglhpprk: aijd tfe§y 
add, thatdnring her laft ilioefi* ft?n i^aginot) 
fpnthm^ly that (he feeteW his. %$&*£ ,«*&s 
her bedfide. Bdt,Af Gfio.Tge, the Fitted 
really believed .hi? wife gpifty, ip fete ( 4(1 
fxtent. of jthe tefjn»i wopld he g^F-hstii 
^oj|def$en4§d fidejprdy to prnppfe a t»can? 
<?ih$i0ik. to; teg&..Tte; -sfcijfc. Wiwfilliiwft ’ 
c.:; 18 v. ^f 
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-«f Konigftnark J s ead, rather mark a hidden 
ftsnfport .of hadignatio©, or a My of anger, 
than tfee fpirit of fobdr ptpijlhment. it bus 
left a ftain on the istejaagyof a Prmee, other- 
wife highly amiable in his character; and 
whatever may he faid i» its extenuation, 
the cab no; more be jollified, than the 
murder of Monaidefeht hy Chriftina, in 
the gallery at Fontaidbleau. 

Before I quit the fobje&, let me add 
a feir words relative to the death of George 
the Firft kirafelf; an event which happened 
only fevien or eight months after that of his 
wife. If is generally averted, and all our 
hifixuians inform us, that His Majefty ex¬ 
pired at Ofaabrugfe, on his way to Hano¬ 
ver. I have been more than once in die 
apartment Of the Epiicopal Palace at the 
former city, where they pretend he breathed 
his faA. But the. &61 was neverthelefs, I 
apprehend, otherwife.. I will relate the 
particulars of his foil illnefs, as I received 
them fome time finee, front an ancient do*- 
metftic, who attended hit® o® bjs journey, 
» a an£ 
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and which I conficler as particularly authen¬ 
tic. His own words will convey the moft 
accurate idea of the fe&: “ On the 20th of 
“ June 1727, in the evening," laid he,“his 
“ Majefty arrived at Delden; a little town 
“ near the frontiers of Germany, but belong- 
“ ing to the Republic of Holland. At that 
“ time he appeared to be in perfe£t health. 
“ He was entertained at the feat of a No- 
“ bleman, about twenty miles from thence; 
“ and after fupper he eat of fame melons, 
“ which doubtlefs caufed the indigeftion 
“ that proved fatal to him. He returned 
“ to Delden the fame night, where , the 
“ Duqhefs of Kendal expe6ted him; for ihe 
“ accompanied, or rather followed him, as 
“ Ihe travelled with poft-horfes; while the 
King, by means of relays placed on the 
“ road, was enabled to proceed with more 
“ expedition. Having taken feme- hours 
“ repofe in the inn, he continued his journey 
“ for Hanover very early on the enfuing r 
“ morning, the Duchefs of Kendal remain-? 
“ ing behind at Delden. Previous to his- 

“ letting 
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M fetting' out, he drank half a cup of choco- 
u late, and foon afterwards found himfelf 
“ indifpofed. When he arrived at Bentheim, 
“ a town about twenty miles from Delden, he 
** was already ferioufly ill; but his anxiety 
** and impatience to pulh forward to Olha- 

* brugh, prevented his having recourfe to 
a medical affiftance. An emetic, had it 
“ been adminiftered at that time, might, it 
“ is probable, have faved him. 

“ At flheine, the next ftage, which is 
** fituate in the dominions of the Biihop of 
“ Munfter, his Majefty continuing veiy 
“ unwell, the perfons who accompanied 
“ him, entreated him to ftop and to call in 
“ help; but as he peremptorily refufed, they' 
“ proceeded. He grew perceptibly worfe 
M every minute, and before he got to Ippen- 
“ buren, a little town of Weftphalia belong* 

ing to his Pruffian Majefty, the King was 
44 become lethargic. One of his arms funk 
“ down, and all the endeavours made to 
44 revive the limb, by chafing and rubbing 

* it, proved ineffectual. The moil ferious 

d 3 “ alarms 
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“ alarms began to be ehiertqhied fey the? 
“ perfohs who attended hpas hut he per** 
“ filled in his with to protend without? 
“ delay. At Ippenburen, th«y helda fort 
“of confutation on the measures proper 1 
“ to be adopted * and a meflfenger was- 
*f d Hatched to acquaint the Duchefs of 
“Kendal with his Majefty’s illniels. He- 
“ met her about two miles beyond Rheine, 
“ and on receiving this information, lhe i 
“ made all ha&e to come up with, the 
"King, r: 

“ No remonftrances or eippftulatiohs 
“ could prevailr on him to ftdp at Ippen-’ 
“ buren. He had only eighteen miles' 
“from thence to his brother’s Palacfe at 
“ Qfoabrugh, where he kiiew. 'that .every* 
“ accommodation and aid caJold. be pro-* 
cured. His tongue • began, to iwell, 
“ his. fenfes. to fail, and linri artioadatioit' 
“ to become indifland. Bht* as long 
as he could, make hitnfelf underliood, 
“ he continued to repeat, . fc Ofitabrugh 1 

“CHba* 
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itsKWftJHigfr f IPhey- >fhefcd&«r IfiMrieS 

*r <m, Si ^ #ea»M^ vtK§t- ^eity 

hfe ifcing 

« i^^uhni 

« of one of his attehta^ A g&flfeffiaK 
“ named Fafctice. fte fifth" tffiele : he 
“ expired, is difficult to afcertain; but it is 
“ believed that he breathed his laft, as the 
carriage mounted the high hill out of 
“ Ippenburen. The body was, indeed, 
w ftill warm when they arrived at Ofna- 
“ brugh, where his veins were opened, and 
“ every method was vainly ufed to recover 
** him, as he never gave any fign of life 
“ or perception, after leaving Ippenburen. 
** About half-way between that place and 
“ Rheine, a fecond courier, difpatched from 
“ Offiabrugh, announced to the Duchefs 
“ of Kendal, that George the Firft was no 
“ more. Sh^ received the intelligence with 
“ demonftrations of violent grief, tearing 
“ her hair, and exclaiming that {he was 
** undone. When her firft emotions had 
“ fubfided, Ihe difmifled the ladies; who 
d 4 “ accom- 
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** aecompa&ied her; and not venturing, 
“ or not choofing, to proceed to .Hanover 
“ at fuch a moment, fhe took the road to 
“ Brunfwjck, where {he remained for three 
“ months afterwards." 

My next letter will' he. from Zelh 
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LETTER II. 


Defcriptim of the Cajlle of Ahlden.—RefleRiom 
on the death and hijtory of Sophia Dorothea, 
Prtncefs of Zell and of Hanover.—Cajlle of 
Zell.—-Account of the Danifh Revolution in 
■ 1772 .—Particulars of the arreft of Caroline 
Matilda , Queen of Denmark, of Struenfee, 
and of Brandi,—».Removal of the Queen to 
Zell.—-Her lajt iUnefs and death.—Detail cf 
thofe events*—Reflexions on her charaGer 
and misfortunes . ; , 


• Zbu, Sept . 13, 1777, 

P rompted by curiofity to fee the Cattle 
in which Sophia Dorothea, the wife of 
George the Firft, refided during fo large a. 
portion of her life, I took the road to Ahlden 
on leaving Hanover. It lies acrofs an un¬ 
frequented part of the Electorate, through 
a dreary tra6t of country; and the dittance 
is not lefs than thirty miles. Ahlden 
has no title to the appellation of a Cattle, 
except that it is furrounded with a double 

tnoat, 


Digitized by Google 




4* -xisMotfts or>nw-. 

moat, acrols which are thrown drawbridges. 
The building itfelf is compofed only of 
brick and wood* refeittbling: rather a large 
ferm-houfe than a Ducal feat, and de* 
fcribing three fides of a iquare in' tfgtrrei 
I obferved oh one part, the date 1579; 
and river the principal entrance are the 
arms of the Houfe of Brunfwick, with the 
year 161J infcribed beneath. The whole 
manliotV has dn air of tftitiqtiity fpread over 
Iti rriixed- With! inelaatehhljr feqhfeftrihdh; 
and the rooms are neither thinYeroiis hor 
elegant, though fuperior to'What the exter¬ 
nal appearance leems to announce. In a 
ferge fqttarfe apartment* Whtch ’Wiif fdffiftfl J 
life eatlrtg-room, are pteferved tt&b pOrtfiiits^j- 
dhri of Gfeorgri'the Firft at*full feigth, iti hid 
riibes df Hate j' the othOf of Sdipltid Dorothea 
bfc¥feK This fcrft piftHte' isvieiy ftl dx8® 
ritrted ; btffe* If refeinhMs dll’the dftifer gtav 
finite df hefr ; Which I fcWvfe'^Hifeh. She' : ‘is 
i%prefeftted- iri a ibrt 6 f ftttVdy dJefe'fcirf-' 
Vri>idefed, her h§i£ Oi’bdrrfdhtbd' 

' BoWers: feeffStee is* dfc&trfilrig , 1 aiAd 

■< • 

•• - IS 
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”is in its expreffion ft wildnefs or playful* 
nefe, which adds to its effect. 

Adjoining to the above-mentioned apart-* 
jajelntv and on the lame floor, are thfe© roomsy 
One. within the othen They comrnaind a 
tolerable profpeft to the North, over the. 
meadows in front of the houfe, through 
which rudsthe river Aller, at the diftaiice 
of threie hundred paces. In the innermofl 
chamber, : the unfortunate Pjrincefs. of 
Hanover expired on die 13th of November 
, 1736^ at eleven 1 o’clock at night. She was 
theii fixity years and nmte months old, of 
-which IHe had paflfed near forty at'Ahlden. 
From the Gazette of that yeir, we are only 
informed that her 'preceding indifpofitkm 
was fliort.. Many;of the villagers remem¬ 
ber her ; ahd they confirm tHe faH of 
George the- Ele&dral. Prince her fob, . (af¬ 
terwards King Gddrgd the Second); having 
attempted in; vail* to obtain' accefe fd her. 
Anctkluf tor fee his xodther; hd fwainr hk» 
hnrfe ecibfs thb riveri Aller; and unuccotos 
padied; fer^; any perfoni reached, the GaflSle.. 

Ho 
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He even paired the outward moat, bilt was 
Hopped at the drawbridge of the inward 
moat, by the Baron de Bulau, under whofe 
care Sophia was placed. He drew his: 
fword, informed the Prince that he had; 
orders to refufe all admittance to the 
Prmcefe, and compiled him to retire 
without acoompliihing his purpofe. Her 
death, which as I have already faid, pre¬ 
ceded the deceafe of George the Firft about 
eight months, unqueftionably prevented 
her fon from reftoring her to the honours 
of which (he had beerifo long deprived. 

Very late the fame day on which I vi- 
fited Ahlden, I arrived .at this city, where 
every objeft recalls the image of another 
Princefe, ; fcarcely . lefs unfortunate than 
Sophia. I.mean, as you willeafily ima¬ 
gine, her defeendant, the late Queen'ofi 
Denmark, Caroline Matilda. It is curious: 
and atfe&ing to contemplate the fimilarity 
of their hiftdry. Both were precipitated 
in the prime.of youth from their elevation; 
and tbeir pretehded lovers equally fell by 

the 
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tile; Hated of the aflkflin, or of the exe¬ 
cutioner. The two Priricefles alike ex¬ 
piated their imputed errors, in hnprifon- 
ment or in exile; arid they now repofe to¬ 
gether in the lame vault, where their remains 
are, depofited fide by fide. Hiftory, from 
Julia, the • daughter 1 of Auguflus, down 
to the prelent hour, - is* little more 1 than 
a repetition Of the fame*-fuppofed Crimea, 
Peculations, and punilhments. It is only 
changing the name of. Pandataria, to that 
of Ahlden,- or 'of Zefl. SemprdniuS 
Gracchus, the lover of Julia, perilhed 
by a violent death, like Konigfmark and 
Struerilee. The Semiramis of one age," it 
the Catharine of another. • . : 

This place is no longer to be recognised 
for the lame city as it was- three years ago, 
when it exhibited the afpe6t of gaiety, 
amulement, andplealur-e. Now all is filentf 
and defert.- Not a carriage is to be fieen 
or heard in the ftreets; grafs, already^ 
grows in the area' of the' Callle, and hardly; 
a human creature, is- to be'found 5 «wiihflv 
.t its 

1 a 
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it? Wlf. I wandered yefterday for ft con- 
foiemhte time through jthp chamber? and 
gftherfoa, without being able to &iefct any 
perfooj till on entering one ofthe rooms, 
I di&evered at the fartheft extremity a 
noon, whom J foon recognised to be Man¬ 
tel, the late Queen’? faithful fplet-der 
cbambre. He conduced mo over the 
Ca&le. 1ft the range of apartments which 
ym occupied by theQueen Matilda, every 
thing remains exaftty as it was left in May 
1775, the period of her death.. The Caftle 
l>f Zell, which is IhU a uobleedifice, worthy 
the rebdence of a fpvereign Prince, is 
a.Qothie fortrefe, of a fquare figure, fur- 
rounded by a deep moat, having rampart? 
and bafftions for jtg defence- In the center 
is a quadrangle, and the whole ftnj&ure 
forcibly remind? the beholder of thofe an? 
tttpte deforted cattles, fo frequently defcribed- 
in. romance. Though part of it is near four 
hundred years old, and tending to decay, 
yet the for greater portion, wbichwes rebuilt, 
Hi at leaft modernized by George William*; 

Duke 
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Phkp of Zdl, m ithe laft century, continue* 
18 perfect pjtffervation, ; The apartments, 
hihahstgd fey' the. late Queen of Penmark, 
toajr atewft.be termed magnificent; hut in 
a few. years they will' probably fink into a 
ftate.of nested and dilapidation. 

• Yon requeft roe to relate the hiftory of 
that FCrooeft. You defire to know the 
principal: chreumftances of the Deoifli re* 
yolutws; the manner of the Queen’s fobr 
fequejit life at Zell; finally, the particulars 
of fier laft ilfijeCj, death, -and ehara&er* 
Many reufoflfl make roe unwilling to gratify 
your cjtriofvty. The revolution of Den¬ 
mark in 4778, as it is commonly termed* 
was not, like that of Sweden in the fame 
ypar, % political or conftitutional resolu¬ 
tion, which altered the fo$m of the go¬ 
vernment : it. wa» only a opnvulfion of the 
Court, produced by the indiferetion of a 
young and: unexperienced Queen, facili¬ 
ty fey tfie imbecility of a weak and. ere- 
duloi}§ Jfcift g, who permitted his mother- 
indaw and. brother t9 fiege on the adipi- 

niftration. 
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mftration, which he was himfelf incapable 
.of exercifing in perfon. When Guftavus 
the Third effected the revolution at Stock¬ 
holm, every circumftance was tranfa&ed 
in open day, and became matter of no¬ 
toriety. But, the arreft and imprifonment 
of the Queen Matilda, of Struenfee, and of 
Brandt, were performed in the night; and 
the fcene was the Royal Palace at Copen¬ 
hagen. The fa&s attending that extraor¬ 
dinary tranfaclion, are befides too recent, 
to juftify their entire difelolure. In com¬ 
pliance neverthelefs with your defire, I 
fhalkftate to you tlie leading- events; ’which 
preceded and followed the Dahifh' revolu¬ 
tion. If I do not relate every thing that 
has come to my knowledge, you fiiay on 
the other hand be aflured, that the fe&s 
which I record, are authentic. : 

The matriage of Chriftian the Seventh; 
King of Denmark, with the Princefs Caro-. 
Kne Matilda of England, was one of thofe 
alliances in which neither fiihilarity of dif- 
pofition, nor any other requifites were 
“ found. 
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found, to enfure nuptial felicity. The King 
foon abandoned himfelf to irregularities of 
every kind, too puerile, effeminate, and dif* 
folute for commemoration. Nor was the 
Danifh Court lefs a fcene of univerfal diffi- 
pation, calculated at once to corrupt the 
heart, and to contaminate the manners. A 
young and amiable woman, who faw herfelf 
negleCed by her hufband,while fhewas at the 
fame time an obje6t of refpeC and homage to 
every other perfon that approached her, 
could fcarcely be fuppofed to efcape the 
moral contagion of fuch a fcene. Yet,’ 
previous to the King’s journey in 1768, 
when he vifited England, France, and other 
parts of Europe, the Queen had fo conduc¬ 
ed herfelf, as if, not wholly to efcape de¬ 
traction, to preferve, however, a greajt fhare 
of general affeCion and popularity. The 
birth of the Prince Royal, whieh preceded 
the King’s departure from Copenhagen, 
augmented the attachment of the people to 
her perfon and dignity* 

. vxw„ 1. E It 
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It was at this time that Struenfee, de£> 
tined afterwards to make too confpicuous 
a figure in the Daniih annals, firft became 
known to Chriftian the Seventh. The lather. 
ef Struenfee was only a deacon of Renf- 
bourg, a little town in the Duchy of Slefwick, 
where he frill continues to refide. He en¬ 
tertained little affe&ion for his fon, and 
frequently, during the fhortterm of Struen- 
fee’s elevation, foretold or apprehended hia 
approaching fate. ’ When the King of 
Denmark determined on vifiting fome of the 
Courts of Europe, Struenfee was appointed 
to attend his Majefly, in quality of phyfician* 
he having previoufly pra6tifed medicine with 
a degree of reputation and fuccefs, at Altona. 
Brandt, who fuffered at the fame time with 
Struenfee on the fcaffold, and jvhofe..twQ 
n^ies are now become infeparably. blended 
in hiftory, was of a more elevated extrac¬ 
tion. His family,, though not npble, was 
very fefpe&able, originally from Holftein, 
in the vicinity of Hamburgh, where hia 
v. 17 ' anceftors 
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aiiceftprs were eftahliihed. He poffefied 
many qualities calculated to advance ^heir 
poffeffor in a court ; hia manners; being 
polifhed,.hi 3 ad draft eafy, and his conver-- 
fation Hs^ly, as well as molding. Through*: 
out ins life* no lefs than at his death, he. 
manifefibed perianal courage; hut iq prin¬ 
ciple and virtue he was totally deficient. 

Among the favourites of Chriftian the 
Seventh, ftho weta the. companions i of hid 
pleafiires, Brandt occupied a dxftirfghiflied 
place ; and he was comm only felefbed from 
omong the crowd of oourtiers, to mak^ ona 
©f the party at the King’s private fuppeifi. 
Having beem appointed & Gentleman, of th« 
Bed-chamber, he fattened hisofelf that ha 
fcould he placed on. the lift of ttiafey w&oiit 
his Danifii Majefty named to Acooflapany 
him on has; intended travels. It mat Hunt 
tlierefore without equql furprife arid mortis 
h cation that Brandt found his nahie' &x~ 
cluded. Attributing has rejection • to the 
enmity and rivality of the young Count 
Hoicks, whb had fupplahtgd him, as he 

s a con- 


Digitized by Google 



5* MEMOTRS OF THE 3 

conceived, in his'Sovereign’s favour; and 
ftung with a preference fo injurious to hi?, 
views,’ Brandt endeavoured to procure the 
difgrace of Holcke, by means of an anony¬ 
mous letter addreffed to the King, accufing 
that favourite of difaffe&ion. But, the at¬ 
tempt proved ruinous to.himfelf: .the letter, 
having been foon traced to its real author,' 
Brandt received an order to cfuij Copen- 
hagerein twenty-four hours. He obeyed, and i 
retired to Paris, where he remained iii obw 
fcurity as well as indigence. r When the 
King* of Denmark arrived > at that city, 
Brandt found means to reprefent .his po¬ 
verty, and obtained from hi? matter a pre^ 
fent af a hundred Louis-d’ors. 

• Strpenfee meanwhile had accompanied 
Chriftian.;the Seventh, on his travels. He 
and Brandt meeting at Paris, they formed 
a fort of: coftipa&, by which it: was ^agreed 
that :i£Struenfee,: on hisretum to. Denmark, 
fhould attain, fuffimnt credit at, Court, he 
would ufe it to obtain the recaj of the 
other. - During the King’s (layfn France 

Struenfee 
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Struenfee had hfen to confidertfble degree 
of feyotir; and his MajeftyToon after his 
arrival at Copenhagen prefented him to 
*he Queen with his own hand.; recom¬ 
mending him at the lame time to her as 
a man. of talents, and &s peculiarly (killed 
in the profeffion of phyfie. He was pro- 
motfed immediately to the place of a; Privy 
'CounfeUor, and, foon became as acceptable 
.to the Queen, as he had been to her 
hulband. 

. Reafons of a. very delicate and peculiar 
mature, facilitated his progrefs, in that 
princefs’s good opinion. The King and 
(he having been alienated from each-other, 
in confequence of his exceffes, and having 
ceafed to cohabit together, Struenfee under¬ 
took to reconcile them, and fuccceded in 
the attempt. He received every day from 
both new marks of conhderation and . 
•efteem. - Brandt, by his endeavours, was 
recalled to Court, reinftated in office, and 
they were (hortly afterwards raifed at the 
feme time, to the rank of Counts. . Struenj^p 
; •• E 3 . * m 
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In particular became not only tile declared 
favourite, “but was conftrtuted firft mkiiften, 
With almoft unlimited political power. So 
Yapid arid extraordinary an elevation, ne- 
deflkrily excited many comments ; and envy 
nr malignity added a thoufand reports, in** 
jtttious to the honour of the Queen . 

It muft be admitted even by the# tn 
Whom hter memory is moft dear, that bet* 
ImpAttiehce was great and inexcn&bte. 
Not only in private, but at the theatre, in 
the ftreets of Copenhagen, and before mul¬ 
titudes of fpe&ators, Ihe mahifefted a 
'very injudicious preference for Struenfee. 
He was himfelf fenfible of her Majefty s 
Indifcretion, and endeavoured, but without 
effeft, to induce her from prudential mo¬ 
tives, to moderate the teftimonies of her 
partiality towards him in public.' The 
levity of her conduct was augmented by 
the impropriety of her drefs on many oo 
cafions. She was accuftomed to ride out 
With Struenfee, habited completely in men's 
Hjfotbes, without any mixture of female 

attire; 
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attire: and though this mode is neither 
uncommon among ladies in the north of 
Europe, nor implies any itnmodefty of 
deportment, yet it tended to increafe the 
popular clamour and mifreprdentation. 

The King was a paflive and quiet fpeo , 
tator of Struenfee's favour, as well as of 
the Queen's attachment to him. Though 
indifferent towards his wife, he neveftheleft 
efleemed her; nor did he fed of exprerft 
the flighted; refentment at her behaviour* 
His mind and body, equally debilitated 
by excefies of every kind, left him without 
afitivity, and almoft without perception or 
fentiment. He funk into a ftate of itfi* 
beciiity, which while it rendered him 
capable of receiving the worft imprelhonS, 
dilqualified him from appreciating their 
truth, or taking any part in the manage^ 
ment of public affairs. The adminiftra?- 
tion devolved therefore On the Queeni, 
Struenfee, and their adherents: but the 
Court was plunged in -diverfions and iiw» 
merfed in pleafltfes, which 'tfeXe‘ fisoti to 
E4 * be 
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•be fucceeded by fcenes' of a very, diderent 
nature. 

. Struenfee was unqueftionably ,a man of 
abilities, capable of great application to 
bulinefs, rapid and decifive in his • refolu- 
tions, as well as enlarged and patriotic in 
‘bis viefjfs. Many of his meafures tended 
to the' amelioration, improvement, and 
aggrandizement of Denmark. But he 
neither poflefled the profound policy, the 
feve're vigilance, nor the fuperior judgment, 
tequifite for maintaining him in lus fudden 
elevation. Towards the clofe of his mi- 
•niftry, he a&ed without foreiight or addrefs; 
as if, with the difficulties which augmented 
jrbUnd him, he loft the ftrength and prefence 
,©f his underftandipg. At the head of his 
enemies, who were numerous, powerful, 
and implacable, appeared the Queen Dow** 
uger, and her fon .Prince Frederic. The 
former, Juliana Maria of Brunfwick Wol- 
fenbuttel, :widow of Frederic the Fifth, the 
late King, had afiurpdly not received from 
aatumany preremdoent qualities for govern- 
-• • roent. 
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ment. . Her fon, who feemed (till lefg 
formed to occupy a diftingujiihed place in 
the hiftory of his country, infpired little 
refpe6t or apprehenfion. But the indif- 
cretion of the young Queen, and the fatal 
(ecurity of Struenfee, fupplied every defedt. 
Patience, and perleverance were alone ne» 
ceftary in order to ripen the machinations 
prepared for their deftrudtion. 

Several perfons of the firft quality and 
confideration in Denmark, impelled by am¬ 
bition, indignant at the preference (hewn to 
an obfcure ((ranger, or irritated by their 
exclufion from office, joined the Queen 
Dowagers party. Among the chief, were 
Counts Rantzau and Oftein, General 
Eichfted, and Colonel Koller Banner. 
^Various confultations w r ere held by them, 
relative to the meafures proper to be pur¬ 
sued; and towards the clofe of the year 
.1771, they finally determined to proceed 
to addon without further delay. On the 
firft day of January every year, it was 
cuftomary at Copenhagen for the populace 

to 
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to aflemble near the Royal Palace, where 
an ox, roafted whole, was diftributed among 
them. As the Court and Royal Family 
ufually aflifted at this, feftivity, the Queen 
Matilda had hgnified her intention ctf being 
pfefent, accompanied by the King, and 
their ordinary attendants. Such an occa- 
fion appeared too favourable to be 'neglefb* 
ed. The partizans of iJuliana Maria and 
Prince Frederic, having gained over a fuf- 
ficient number of the foldiery, came to a 
refolution of breaking in among the crowd, 
•arreftmg their opponents, and even of 
putting them to death upon the fpot, if 
any refinance were attempted. Nothing 
could have, apparently prevented the fuccefs 
of the plan, which; would have been greatly 
.facilitated by the confufion arifing from the 
ofiemblage of people: but it was difcom- 
certed when near its execution, by an ano < - 
nymous warning fent to a nobleman in 
the Queen Matilda’s houfehold, enjoining 
him to be abfent, if he regarded his lafhty. 
He immediately . communicated, to 'her 

. Majefty 
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Majefty this alarming intimation, which 
ihe by no means defpifed; and on prefenqt 
of indifpoiition, ihe announced her refold 
tion not to be prefent at the ceremony. 
So unexpected a failure on h$r part, £ruG* 
trated the project, 'without infpiting bet or 
her adherents with fufficient caution agaihft 
future attempts of a iimilar nature; while 
their enemies, difconcerted, but not dtf* 
heartened, prepared to renew their attack 
under more favourable circumftaQces. 

They at length refolved to feize on thb 
Queen Matilda, and the principal perfons 
attached to her, at the clofe of a knafked 
ball, which was to be given in the Royal 
Palace, upon the 15th of January, 177a. 
Count Rantzau undertook the delicate com- 
million of perfuading the King to figri the 
order for the purpofe, and of putting it 
afterwards into execution. To Koller 
' Banner was afligned the important taik of 
arrefti&g Struenfee; and all the inferior 
arrangements for enfuring fuccefs were 
fettled with great dexterity. They were 

never- 
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newerthelefs on the point of being over* 
.turned, at the very .moment when all was 
-ripe for a&ioo. Rantzau, upon whofe 
.courage, fidelity, and fecrecy, no reliance 
•could be placed, determined not only to 
•withdraw his afliftance from the party in 
rwhich he had enlifted, but to reveal the 
-whole confpiracy to Struenfee. On the 
♦afternoon of the 15th of January, only a 
;few. hours before the ball was to begin, 
he wrote to the minifter, defiring to fee 
dbatn at his own apartments, upon bufinefs 
-of the utmoft importance. Struenfee in¬ 
tended to have gone thither; but, being 
.detained by a variety of affairs till it grew 
.lajte,:he went ftrait to the ball, and thereby 
loft the. faireft occafion of extricating hin> 
.felf from jdeftru&ion. 

Rantzau, thus difappointed in his defign 
of betraying his affociates, was not however 
.the left refolved to renounce all further 
.participation in their fchemes. . He lent a 
.meflage therefore to the Queen Dowager, 
.acquainting her that .he fhould.be unable tp 
... come 
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come to the Palace, or to execute the part 
affigned him in the proje&ed revolution, 

. on account of a violent attack of. the gout, 
to which difeafe he was conftitutionally 
fubje£t. In order to fupport the deception, 
he caufed his legs to be wrapped in flan¬ 
nels. This meflage, at once embaraffing 
and unexpected, threw the perfons to 
whom it was add refled, into the utmoft 
confternation. But, the fpirit and decifion 
of Kolter Banner loon furmounted Rant- 
zau’s pretended indifpofition. Hating em- 
treated the Queen Juliana Maria not to 
be alarmed, and confcious of the mo¬ 
tives from which Rantzau a£ted. Roller 
Banner fent his own fedan chair to the 
Counts houfe. It was accompanied by. 
two grenadiers with their bayonets fixed, 
who had pofitive orders to put him into 
the chair at all events, and to conduct him 
to the Palace without an inllant’s delay. 
They w ere authorized to ufe force, if necef- 
fary; but Rantzau, aware that reliftauce 
was vain, fubmittedi, was carried to Courts 

and 
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and performed the fervice expe&ed from 
him. Roller Banner was indeed the ani¬ 
mating foul of the enterprize, to whole cool- 
nels, prelence of mind, and intrepidity, its 
fuccefs miift be principally attributed. 
During the whole night, while at the bail, 
he maintained the utmoft ferenity of de¬ 
portment, and played at the fame game of 
cards with Monfieur Berger, whom he im¬ 
mediately afterwards arrefted. 

Two cireumftances which took place in 
the courfe of the evening, excited remark, 
and ought to have awakened' liilpicion. 
The King, Queen, and their attendants, 
entered the ball room before ten o’clock; 
hut Prince Frederick, contrary to his ufual 
cuftom, and in fomc meafure contrary to 
the refpe& due from him towards their jMfa- 
jefties, did not arrive till more than an hour 
later. His countenance was flulhed, and 
his difordered looks betrayed the agitation 
of his mind. As foon as he came, the Queen 
advancing towards him faid, “ Vous venez 
** d’arriver bien tard, mon frere: Quaver 
- - ■ ** vous?” 
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“ vous C eft que j’ai eudes affaires; 
“ Madame,” replied he. ‘ 4 II me femble,”- 
anfwered Ihe gaily, “ que vous aurieq 
“ mieux fait de penfer a voa plaifir&qu’a 
“ vos affaires, pendant une foiree de bal.’* 
The Prince made little or ho reply, and the 
converfation ended. The other incident 
was ftill more calculated to have alarmed 
Struenffee, if he had not overlooked it, o v 
had not with a fort of infatuation omitted 
the neceflary precautions for his fafety. As 
he was oonfcious of his own unpopularity, 
and dreaded fome commotion among die 
people, he had furrounded the ball-room 
with guards, on whole fidelity he knew, or 
believed, he could* rely. But, the officer who 
commanded them, having been gained by 
the oppafite party, changed the foldiers, fub* 
ftitutingothers in their place. The alteration 
was even noticed by fome of Struenfee’s 
friends; though, which feems ftill more ex-* 
traordinary, it did not iipprefs them with 
iufficient apprehension to produce any in* 
quiry in confequence. 

. Between twelve and one. o’clock the King 

quitted 
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quitted the room, and retired. The Queetf, 
•Who continued there to a later hour, fup“ 
ped with a large party in her own box, to 
which Prince Frederic was not admitted, 1 
nor invited. After dancing the greater 
part of the night with Straenfee, her 
Majefty and he both withdrew nearly at 
the fame time, about three o’clock. The 
company foon followed, and the two lad 
perfons who remained in the ball-room, 
were Brandt and the Countefs d’Oftein, 
between whom there fubfifted an attach¬ 
ment. They were engaged in converfa- 
tion, when the matter of the revels went 
up to Brandt, and faid, “ Every one is 
gone; I mutt order the lights to be extin- 
guifhed.”—“ I will give directions for that 
purpofe,” replied Brandt; u leave it to me.” 
A fingular fatality feems to have attended 
the Queen and her friends. In order to 
feize upon fo numerous a body of men, 
many of whom, it was unqnettionable, 
would attempt refiftance, if they were not 
taken by furprife, and ieparately; it was re^ 
quifite to attack them when unprepared and 
> alone. 
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-albhe/ The Cdunt£fe d'Ofteirt had invited a 
~^e& ; -company' : of ladies« and * gentlemen, 
among whom were Struenfee and Brandt, to 
•llrihk'te&'iri he* apartments, after thecon- 
.'Olufrdh of the 1 ball. If this party had taken 
-plftcei-iliwould/have ifimftrated the-plans of 
~the* Qiieen Dowager and her fon. They 
vtould 1 'probably have jefteemed it-too dan- 
■gS&tefusjtb attack feveral of the firft men in. 
'Denmark, collected; together in One .room, 
AVho were capable of defperate refinance, and 
might have eithetr pftapfcd, or have defended 
thetwfekes fucoefs fully.- In the pfbgrefS'of 
fuehan attempt, ^s« ; Royal Palaces, where 
the principal ambhg.them were lodged, mull 
no doubt, havi been rendered a >fcene of 
damage-and horror. * But one-ofthd ladies 
who was invited, Madame de Schiihmielman, 
having* a violent feead-ach, exchfed herfelf: 
Mddqme de Bulow, uhwilling to go without 
herffriend, made-her ,excufes likewife; and 
the (Counteis d’Qftein being then the only 
roufliaihing female-'Of the party, it was re- 
noniiced. Every perfon retired to their re- 
-.nasWL. I. F fpedtive 
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Jpeftwe Iap£itirafenjt:& .apd left the chiefe'pf 
tbeenterprbe dreeitp commence their ppo- 
Jtetiow. t ; . . . .•....;- *.v„ .' .• •• . 

The.'moteent for .fl( 5 tiGHp ^ ppwsr;rit{ed. 
rRantzau, /without Iqfs.iof time,,.ep#ring 
ithe Kingfs bedchamibeiv awoke /hbp> 
acquainted him ithat-ithere oxiftesbai ooft- 
-fpirany lagainft his perfoti ,pnd d%nfty»oUt 
ithe head of which were .-hie wife, !&$r»r 
r enfeo> and various of their affociatos. He 
•then befought his tMajeftyto eonfolt.hfe 
own Security, by ,infem%ifignmg an; Order 
fer their apreft, wbittfr -Rarattan tendered 
hart; uhng eteryafigupieut to enforce 
his felicitations. Boty : Ghrift«in, though 
feeble io mbwj, and taken by farpriaei not 
Only ’ hefitjrted, but' refofed to affix. his 
nsme tcntbe paper, Hhe t Qneen Ctowa^er 
artd'PrincefFredericwere therefore jcalkd.iri 
to bis bedhde; and by . means of expbfttt- 
latiojis, fopported by .exaggerated* ftr.tfoHb 
teppefehtatiohs of the clangor whisih ire 
incurred;from delay, ltfaey atlengfrh,p*a-» 
cured Ms jxht&ant coafent, -Me iigaeditbo 
to , l Jttrder. 
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.order, vthjxfr was immediately carried into 
execution. 

Ko||fir Banner repairing to StruenfeeV 
chapiter,. forced open, the .door, and feized 
.hjm .in his bed. He yras afleep when thi^ 
event took place, fpr which he was fo totally 
nnprepared, ( that having po clothes near 
the bedfide, except his mafquerade drefs,- 
; jbie was peeolhtated to jrnt) on the domino 
breeches which h e worn ,at the bell, 
fipr want. of any others*. The weather 
being extremely cpl^, he was permitted 
to nrapdnmfelf ip his fpr cloak, and they 
then .qopveyed him in a coach to the 
, citadel.j j ? f \Vlple Roller Banner arretted 
1 ^trueiprfee,: Beringftipld, a man of a defpo- 
rate ’ b«jt., intrepid character, accompanied 
by foldiers, entered the room in 

yyhich Brandt was lodged. Unlike Stru- 
jfnfee, he.ftarted up, feized his fword, and 
'prepared for refiftanee; ,but, on the foldiers, 
by Berifiglhold’s orders, levelling their 
$i$c£9, apd threatening to fire on -him, he 
^gaye pp his- (word, and. fuxrendqred bjm- 
It felf 
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*elf prifoner.. Tn ; the fame manner as his 
companion in misfortune, he waSinllantly 
conduced under a -! guard, in a coach, to. 
the • citadel. • Various other noblemen arid 


.• gentlemen,, tlieif -adherents, where at the 
' lame time put info ( a Hate of arreft, or had 


• ccritihels placed- af-We-Vloor of- their, apart¬ 
ments. - r : • • • 


" But the milt'dangerous and important 
aft of the eriterprife Hill remained to 
' perform ; that ? of arrefting' ’ the Queen 
* Matilda. 'After retiring from the bail, lhe 
continued fome time in her oWn room, 
before lhe went *to'Tied;-occupied iri fucWing 
her little daughter;' who was Hill at the 
‘bread.' Struenfee’s chamber being lituat&l 
directly under the Queen’s, the nolle' which 
Roller Banner made in- feizing his r period, 
was lricHftinftly heard'by her Majefty/ -Un¬ 
fortunately lhe by no means however attri¬ 
buted it to tlie real caufe. On the contrary, 
imagining that the dilhirb&nce wa S occafiort- 
ed by the com pah V, which,'as lhe knetvywas 
to meet inrtheupartirifehtbfMadarhed’Oltbitt, 


and 
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and which party Ihe concluded, had been 
transferred to that of. Struenfee, fhe ordered' 
one of her women to go down, and to. re- 
queft t^rem to be lefs intemperate in their 
mirth, as they would otherwife prevent her 
from taking any. repofe< * The woman did. 
not retprn: the noife ceafed; and the 
Queen, wholly unfufpicious, having fqon - 
retired to Teft, fell into a profound fleep. 

It was about five o’clock in the morning,, 
when Ihe was awakened by a Daoifh- fe~. 
male attendant, who always, lay by the ad¬ 
joining room. Holding a candle in one* 
hand, Ihe held out a paper to the .Queen 
in the other, which, with marks of agita¬ 
tion, Ihe requefted of her Majefty to perufe. 
It contained a requeft, rather than an order, 
couched in very concife, but very refpectfiil 
terms, dating that “ the King of Denmark, 
for reafons of a private nature 1 , wilhed 
her to remove to one of the Royal Palaces 
in the country for a few days.” The 
Queen, fcarcely awake, in her firft furprjze 
imagined that the note which Ihe law in lifer 
f 3 woman’s 
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Woman's hand carrie from the! Baton do 
Bulow, her mafter of the horft; 1 and that 
its purport was to inqhire, whether it 
was her pleafure to hunt on' that! day. 
But, no Sooner Had ihe caft her eye over 
the paper, and read its contents* with the 
Royal'Signature annexed, than ih’e 1 ihftant- 
comprehended’ the nature and extent 
of hef misfortune. Confcioiis that if (he 
cbiild‘ only gain accefs to the King, She 
Should be able in- a moment to overturn the 
pl&tts of Her enemies, She Sprung out of bed; 
ahd without waiting'to put on any thing ex¬ 
cept a petticoat and Shoes, She ruShed into 
the adtichamber. There, the firft obje6t 
Which' met her view, was Count Rantzau, 
feated quietly in . a chair. Recollecting 
then her dishevelled' Rate, Ihe exclaimed, 
4<l Eloignez vous, Monfieur le Conite, pour 
Tamour de Dieu, carjene fuis pas prefen- 
table.” N She immediately ran back into her 
chamber, and haftily threw on fome clothes 
sifiRed Hy Her womeb, 

On 
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Off attempting a fecond time to leave 

abt room, (he found that Rantzau had 

* * - 

withdrawn Himfdlf, after Rationing an 
officer in the door-way, who oppofed her 
farther paflhge. Rendered" alrhoft frantic 
by this infult, added to kef dlftrefe, fhe 
feized him by the hair, demanding to fee* 
Count Struenfee, or the Ring. ** Ma¬ 
dam/ 7 faid he, “ T only do itiy diiity, and 
obey my orders. There iS no Count 
Struenfee now, iior can yotif Majefty fee 
the King/ 7 Having however pufhed him 
afide, fhe advanced at the door of the an¬ 
tichamber, where two foldiers had' croff. 
ed their firelocks, in order to flop her 
ptOgirefs, The Queen commanding them 
to let her pafs, ahd 1 adding pronjiffes of re- 
Ward if they obeyed, both the foldiers 
fell ofi their knees; and one of them laid 
in'Dahifti, “ It is a fad'duty, but we mufl 
pCTfbhn it.; our‘ heads are anfwerable, if* 
Wtf &II0W your Mkjefly to proceed/ 7 As no 7 
one, * however^ darfed to hands upon 

f 4 th* 
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the Queen, fhei ftepped, over the mufkets 
which. were croflcd, and. fan half, wild, 
along the Corridore leading to the King's, 
apartment, ,, She even forced her way into 
it by violence; but her enemies, aware that 
Ihe might try to gain admittance, and juftly 
apprehendve of her. influence over him, 
had taken tfyp precaution of removing him 
betimes, to another part of the Palace. 

Exhaufled by the agitation of her mind, 
and by fuch exertiqns.of body, the Queen 
attempted , no further refiftance. v She re¬ 
turned to her own chamber, where ihe was 
aided to drefs herfelf, and informed that (he 
mpft inftantjy quit Copenhagen. Rantzau 
had the infolence to fay to her, alluding to 
his gouty feet, “ Vqus voyez, Madame ? 
que mes pi&ds me manquent; mais, mes 
bras font Jibres, et j’en pffrirai un a yotre 
MajeftG pour l'aidef, 4 mpnter en voitur^/' 
She was, then put into.;a...coach* .which , 
waited for;,, her. at the . doof neaf - the 
chapel of thf Palace. . Two ladies, a maid 
fe^v^nt, the little Princefs her daughter, 

whom 
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whom lhe fpckled, and a. Major in the 
Dan^ifh. fervice,*.rgot into the carriage with- 
her. They took the road to Cronfbourg, 
a diftance of about tw enty-four miles from 
• the Capitalwhich, as they drove at a great 
rate, they, foon reached, and in which for- 
trefs the Queen was confined. 

Having thus minutely related the parti¬ 
culars of that extraordinary night, it is not 
my intention to enter on any of the events 
which followed., They were in general. 
matters of notoriety. Air Europe knows 
the tragical cataftrophe of Brandt and Stru- 
enfee; the former of whom fuffered for 
his political and private connection with ? 
the Minifter and favourite of the Queen 
Matilda. It was not the blow given by 
him to Chriftian the Seventh, that brought 
him to the block. That .imprudent a6t 
ferved, indeed,, for a pretext on which to . 
found the accufation; but was not his real 
crime. While in prifon, Brandt was always 
gay, and never appeared to apprehend that 
he Ihould be , put to death. His flute con- 
itituted his. principal resource, and. he was 

accuftopaed 
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accuftomed frequently to play the air in th& 
“ Deferteur,” beginning, ^ Mburir, c’eft 
flotre dernier reflort/* : 

Struenfee was as much his fuperior in' 
talents, as hg fell beneath Brandt in pen. 
(onal courage. While confined' in the 
citadel, Struenfee drew 1 up his fhmous don* 
feflion: a cOrripofitioii which did more 
honour to his ability as a writer, than to his 
cbflftancy or fortitude as a tttah. in it he 
aV'OWed, or divulged, more than his enemies 
probably expected ; perhaps, more than was 
even true. At the fcaffold he manifeited 
contrition, as well as pufillanimity; while 
Brandt' met his punifhment with a fort of 1 
c&relefs and unprincipled intrepidity. The 
fate of tfee' imprifoned Queen was long 
doubtful, and fhe probably owed to her 
nfear alliance ‘ with the King of Great Bri-^ 
tain, that meafures of extreme feverity 
Were' ttot adopted, agafnft her, by the new 
mmifbfy of" Denmark, It was prOpolhd to 
immiire her fbrlife, in fomh of the prifons^ 
pf tt&te; and the Cattle of Aibourg in the 
pSninfuia of Jtrtlihd, a folitary-and iequefc* 
: tered 
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tered 'province of. the Danirfi dominions, 
was once deftined for the purpofe.' But, 
the powerful arid fpirited iriterpofifiori of 
tHe Britifh Crown procured her releafe, 
after'paffing .more than four mforitHs in the 
fortress of Cronfburgh. . She embarked 
from Elfineiir in the end of May. 17,72, 
arid' landed at Stade in the ttarfovefian 
dbimriiorts, where Ihe was receiv^jd* with 
diftinguiftied honours. 

It was rieverthelefs matter of embarraffc 
ment and difficulty, to fix the precise place 
for her future refiderice; as neither tfie 
ftate of her financed, nor the peculiar ciiv 
ffumftances’ attending her fituatiori, feemed 
to di&ate Hanover for the purpofe. 'ilie 
Caftle of Zell, more retired from public 
notice, feemed better adapted'iri many iief. 
pe&s. But, it had not been inhabited, ex¬ 
cept at foort intervals, for near feventy years, 
arid required confide r&ble repairs in order to 
render it Commodious. Ihe Queen there¬ 
fore Was carried during the fummer, to a 
little hunting feat, in a remote part of the 
Electorate, riot far from the banks of the 

Elbe 
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Elbe, named Goeurde, belonging to her 
brother, His Britannic Mnjefty. She re¬ 
mained, there in profound retirement witli 
only a few attendants, till the autumn, 
when Ihe'repaired to the Caftle. of Zell, 
which had been intermediately rendered 
fit for her reception. , The liberality of 
the .King of Great Britain provided her a 
becoming houfehold, compofed principally 
of Hanoverian nobility of both fexes. 
The Queen, who was under no fort of re- 
ftraint or confinement,, except that which 
her rank and dignity neceffarily impofed, 
held Frequent drawing-rooms, , at -which 
perfons of condition were prefented; and 
a theatre was fitted up for her amufement 
in the Caftle, where dramatic pieces were 
frequently performed, . • f 

Her table, if not fplendid, was ele¬ 
gant; and the Queens affability, added, 
to her natural cheerfulnefs, of temper, 
rendered her little Court more than com¬ 
monly agreeable. Her pleafures, indeed, 
were .extremely limited, from tlje nature 
of her pecuniary refources ; for fuch 
~ was 
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was the generality of her* difpofltron, that 
it exhaufted her means, r and frlquently left 
her almoft deffitute of money.. But ftie 
was vfeH repaid by the general attachment 
‘ Which 4 he infp'ired. Never was any Princefs 
more univerfally beloved; and never- wefe 
"the advantages of adverfity, on a mind na- 
"tiiralfy 'itrong, well difpoled, -and: good, 
"more 1 ftVihrngly exemplified than in her. 
'SRe iJ p8fTefled excellent talents, numerous 
refotirces, and great accomplHhments. Hail 
her IHe 1 been prolonged, Ihfe would no 
doubt'ftave made ample atonement Tor the 
errors, into Which ydiith, inexperience, and 
flattery,'had precipitated her while on the 
throne * of Denmark. She (Was' unfortu¬ 
nately fnatched away in the prime' of life, 
at twenty-four -years • of age, and after 
a -refiderice of fc&rcely more than two. 
years and a half at Zell. I drew from 
-Mantel, - her valet-de-chambre, whoift I 
have already mentioned, and who attended 
her to the 14 ft moment, the minute d4taft 
of all" the circumftaricesattending her illnefs 
■. ** and 
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.aad.deatiu They are too i»tereftipg, .as 
^reU : ■$& authentic, not to jn^ferve [them, 
as ^nearly as poflible, in Mantel’s exa6t 
words. The finjpjicjty of the narration 
is niqre aflfe&ipg, than any ftndied te~ 

M TJife jChieen/' faid he, who was of 
** a plethoric hab^t of body, had been 
V (always confUtutiooaUy £ubje6t to ipfiem- 
M ) p*ations in her thrqat; and. the wee^tfaeif act 
r“ fhe .titaevrhen fhedied, .was nnccantnoq\y 
“ On Thursday the 4th of Jflajy 

- “ *77 5 h Ihe.rofe, aswas her.cufto^,^^ 
•'* yearly,.. and Walked out- The h^di^s whp 
“ qqpojnpajnied her Majefty, though they 
iSfcdf maqy ^treaties, could ppt J?*eyail 
“ jon^her to \g$cp\ a capuchin, .and -Jhp je- 
yun^ed after a}opg walk of y ahoot tWP 
“ jhqqrs. ^Vhen ftiq ; pnjtered tpe.C$Pe, J 
u -fpejc hgr* L^ttipg ; her arpis fell, .as if 
f* Signed,, flie;fei<h **. M&itd, I .PF* Opt 

w§P } I ; wan e#ce§dwgty tired, ;and have 
.a ifeftl^3 j0^ht/ , i I brqughtin 
i? . and ; Qte untamed. veiy Jaa- 

" **guid; 
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ggid -tout feevertheiefe, made. h^f ;ap- 
“ .pefcraiuieat dinner, .though fhe eat little 

“ fit jjothiflg. fin the afterqoon, die ,$pm- 
** plained &r the firft time, that her throat 
** gave her pain, anil felt inflamed. When 
“ the catd tahle^ were placed in the caen- 
-** ipg as ufusl, fhe was too, much iqdi& 
pofed to he able to fakemiypart pf ,the 
•** divprfion. The ladies abput hpr, pr<w 
I* poied ]th^fpre» to have a fpfa brought, 
in ojJdpr ,th%t ; fhe might ^ dowp, and 
“ look jwi while .they played. Perceiving 
“ that thp Qi^ep was vejry ill f 4 prefamed 
“ to offer my. advice, that fhe -fhould 
*■* go immediately to bed,. ( tp which fhe 
“ eoaiented,, m?d ordered her women to 
V uedreft hej*. I then, implored her to 
**• fend f^r l^eyfor her phyfjician, which fhe 
“ at firft refufed i but on my repeated inn* 
“ portoohy? permitted me to cpll him in to 
IV' her afbftmme.. 4 s foon as he had felt her 
“ • pidfe,hewa$gr^tly aproned. “ Mantel/.' 

* Jfaid .the Q,u#£n to me* when he was 

* 4Qgm» very- jll, .?md jI.My. be* 

“ lieve 
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“ lieVe I lhall die.” Thoifgh Iaffe’Cted to 
“ treat her Opinion as unfounded, E Vas 
*“ not the lefs deeply impreflfed with a 
conviction, that- fhe was ih imminent 
ut danger. - ‘ . 

' “ On the enfiiing day the' fymptoms 
** became worfe, and upon Saturday, erup- 
“ tions appeared 'all over her body. Zim- 
“ merman, - the celebrated phyfician, being 
u lent for from Hanover, arrived on th*£ 
“ Sunday; but, her diforder, which was a 
“ putrid fever of a very malignant nature, 
“ already affumed the moll alarming afpeCtj 
“ and left fcarcely ariy ; hopes’ of her re" 
“ covery. On f Monday,tfre-'Chieen’s voice 
“ began to grow inarticulate, -but i fhe ‘ pre- 
ferved her fehfes perfectly. I lat by heV 
'**■ Majefty Continually* night and ; dayj 
though lhe many times commanded me 
“ to leave Iter, and go to reft,''as I mult 
“ have need of lleep. I -was however ab- 
“ fent, only a few- minutes at intervals* 
in orcler to take feme refrelhment. - - At 
“ length, on * the Tuefday * which was jhe 

**“ « (Jay 
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14 ddy preceding- her death,* as ill her 
“ female attendants were exhaufted with 
t,: watching, arid I. was become myfelf al- 
“ moft incaipable of further exertion or 
“ fervice, a common “ Fille de-Garderobe’* 
“ was permitted to attend her Majefty. 
“ This girl was . the only perfon who caught 
“ the Queen’s diftemper, though it was 
“ certainly malignant and infectious iri 
“ a high degree. She was feized with 
“ a violent fever, the fymptoms . of 
“ which exactly refembled thofe of the 
“ Queen’s malady; but, after ftruggling 
“ with it for three weeks, the girl re- 
“ covered. ... 

“ During the two laft days, the phyfi** 
44 cians pronounced her Majefty’s .cafe 
“ defperate and hopelefo. Her ftrength 
“ gradually foiled, her voice became quite 
“ extinCt, and her fenfes alone remained 
“ perfefit. On Wednefday,;the. loth of 
“ May, I plainly perceived her diffolution 
44 approaching; and that night, about ten 
“ minutes after eleven o’clock, Ihe ex- 
- vol. i. G “ pired. 
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“ pired. Her women would not, how- 
“ ever, be perfuaded that (he was dead; 
“ they laid her head on the pillow, and 
“ drafted her, dill flattering themfelvea 
** that fhe had life remaining. But fhe 
“ was fcarcely cold, before the body began 
M to change. At five o’clock on Thurfday 
“ morning, the alteration was very per- 
“ ceptible; and all the fpots on her face 
“ and neck, which while fhe was alive, 
“ were red or purple, aflumed a black 
u colour. So rapid and univerfal a morti- 
** fication fucceeded, that it became im- 
“ practicable to preferve, or to embalm the 
“ body. She was, therefore, put into lead 
“ without delay, and her funeral was per* 
“ formed on Friday the 12th, at midnight. 
* u It was an awful and affeCting folemnity, 
“ the corpfe being followed by an immenfe 
“ multitude of weeping attendants. All 
Royal honours were paid her, and fhe 
“ was depofited in the vault of the Dukes 
44 of Zell, near, the coffin of Sophia, Princefs , 
44 of Hanover/' 


Thefe 





Digitized by Google 



COVfcT or BERLIN, ETC. $3 

Thefe were the exa& particulars of the 
Queen Matilda’s death, as Mantel related 
them to me. When he had concluded, I 
©iked df there was any foundation for a 
ilory, which had been circulated in London, 
and to which fame credit was attached; 
that ihe had caught her illnefe from one of 
her pages whom ihe had vifrted, and who 
was carried off by a frmilar malignant 
diftemper? ** There certainly was,” an 4 - 
fwered he, “ in her houfehold; a page, wh6 
“ died eight days before the Queen’s fei- 
ft zure. The diforder which occafioned 
M his death, was a veiy fcorbutic habit of 
“ body, attended with ulcers and Availing 
44 in the legs. As he expired in the Caftle 
** of Zell, the ccnrpfe, when about to be in- 
44 terred, was laid out in a coffin not clofedL 

down, and placed in a fmall room of one 
** of the towers,. over which was another, 
“ where her Majefty frequently remained. 
■ M The two apartments coimaumcated fay a 
- 4 ‘ little winding ffarircafe. Before the fune*" 
“ ral commenced, the Queen egaprefied a 
03 “ great 
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“ great defire to look at the body; but, hef 
“ ladies oppofed it, and reprefented to her 
“ how injudicious, as well as hazardous, 
“ fuch a curiofity might prove. In defiance 
“ of their remonftrances, Ihe perfifted ne- 
“ verthelefs in her wifh, and went down 
“ with that intent, to the chamber in which. 
“ the body lay; but, aware of her defign, 
“ I had locked the door, and removed the 
“ key. When Ihe demanded it, I allured her 
“ that it could not be found; and after feve- 
“ ral vain endeavours, Ihe therefore return- 
“ ed to her own room. It happening in the 
“ afternoon, I brought tea to her Majefty. 
“ We thought that Ihe had given up any 
** farther intention of looking at the page; 
“ when, in a few minutes Ihe fuddenly 
#“ ftarted up, and before any of the ladies 
“ prefent could interpofe to prevent or 
“ Hop her, Ihe ran down to the chamber 
“ where«lay the corpfe. Unfortunately, 
“ the door was then open: llie ftept in, 
“ and ftaid about a minute, not longer, re- 
“ garding.it attentively; but, Ihe exprefied 
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** no particular, horror or emotion at the 
■“ fight, more than was natural on con- 
“ templating fuch an object. I neither 
“ believe that the body could communi- 
cate any infe&ion, nor is it my opinion 
•** that flie • (laid long enough, .had there 
“ been any; for her to receive it. Whether 
“ the incident might have made a deep, or 
“ injurious impreffion on her imagination, 
“ is certainly difficult to fay. I cannot 
however in any degree impute the 
“ Queen’s confequent illnefs and death, to 
“ this circumftance.” 

I defired Mantel to inform me, if there 
Svas any foadow of reafon for fufpe&ing 
that poifon, or other unnatural means had 
been ufed, to produce her death. “ God 
“ only knows,” . faid he ; “ I think, not. 
“ The inhabitants of Zell are all as firmly 
“ perfuaded ? of her having been poifoned, 
“ as if they had feen her fwallow it. They 
“ accufe an Italiair of having adminiftered 
** it to her, though the man had not ap- 
w proaehed her perfon, for near or quite a 
g 3 “ year 
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** year before her deceafe. He had been 
" in the foresee of the Great Duke of Tuf- 
cany*, and being recommended to her 
tl Majefty for a fteward, -was font her from 
** Vienna. He proved to be a mod: profit 
** gate, unprincipled mam When he ar- 
* ( rived at Zell, he broughi with him a 
<4 very pretty young woman, whom he 
u called his daughter, though foe was m 
u reality his miftrefs. While he flayed 
“ here he contracted a number of debts, 
“ arid being unable to difcharge them, he 
“ went off with his miftrefs, to Brqnfwic 
4 ‘ and Berlin. He has not been heard of 
**• fince. The credulous and prejudiced 
■** people accufe him of having been gained 
* by the Danifo Court; and they believe 
“ that he adminiflered a flow poifon to the 
“ Queen, before his departure; but, I am 
“ not at all inclined to join in fuch a 
** fafpicion." 


V The sa mo PriMC who hOe jtaco b«ea Emperor, bjr 
^he mm*, of dm Pecoad, 
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If Mantel's evidence and opinion were 
not fufhcient to do away fb unjuft and 
abfurd an imputation, tbe circumftances of 
the Queen 6f Denmark's’ diforder, as well 
as a knowledge of the general ftate of her 
health and conftitution, would fuffice, in 
my judgment, to difprove the idea of 
poifon. I have already remarked, that fhe 
was of a very full habit, and at all times 
inclined to inflammatory complaints. She 
had been twice attacked with a fever, fimilar 
to that which carried her off, in the courfe 
of the year preceding her deceafe; The 
month of May 1775 began with very 
warm weather; and the Queen who was 
accuftomed to ufe violent exercife, had pro¬ 
bably over-heated her blood by walking. 
When thefe particulars are impartially 
confidered, they fufficienlly explain tbe 
caufes of her death, without having re- 
courfe to poifon or to infe&ion. 

In her perfon fhe was more than agree¬ 
able, and might be pronounced handfome, 
had fhe not been too large. It is probable, 

g 4 if 
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if fhe had lived many’years, (he would 
have become corpulent, though Ihe endea- 
' voured by temperance and fevere exercife, 
to repreis that tendency. Her complexion, 
like all the Princes of her Houfe, was very 
fair; her nofe well formed, her eyes elo¬ 
quent ; and expreffive, her under-lip too 
large; and in fpeaking, fhe had a.degree 
of quicknefs, which neverthelefs became 

• her. She had fine teeth, fmall and regular. 
Of her manners, as well as of her talents, 
accomplishments and qualities of mind, I 

• have already made mention.. When her 
hiftory is better known, and more im¬ 
partially appreciated, poflerity will do 
■juftice to her memory. They will place 
:her, if not among the number of great, 
yet certainly in the lift of amiable and 

• unfortunate Princefles. They will' con- 
•fider her errors as the refult more of 

fituation, example, and court-fedu6tion, 
- than of character or intention. That they 
. were overbalanced and obliterated by her 
misfortunes, cannot be denied. Her early 

doat^ 
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death renders her peculiarly an obje&, at- 
once of commiferation and regret. It 
took place at a very critical moment, and 
is not the leaft lingular circumftance. at¬ 
tending her deftiny. I ihall probably renew 
jny cOrrefpondence from Berlin. 
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LETTER III. 

hrunfvoic.'—Reigning Ducliefs qf Brun/wic 
Wolfenbuttle,—Berlin.—Defcription of that 
Capital. 

Berlin, October 19th, 1777. 

JN my journey from Zell to this city, I 
pafied three or four days at Brunfwic, on 
all of which I dined or fupped at Court. The 
Hereditary Prince, to my great regret, was 
abfent; his military duty and rank in the 
Pruffian forces obliging him to be at Potz- 
dam, where the' reviews and manoeuvres 
are about to commence, which are per¬ 
formed there every autumn. The Heredi¬ 
tary Princefs, to whom I had the honour 
of being known, during the life of the 
late Queen of Demark, at Zell, received 
me very gracioufly: but I fhould be un¬ 
grateful, if I did not mention in a difc 
tinguifhed manner, the marks of attention 
which I received during my ftay, from 
the reigning Duchefs of Brunfwic. She 
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is a fitter of the prefent King of Pruttia, 
and poflefies no inconfiderable portion of 
the genius, as well as fuperiority of mind, 
which in this age peculiarly characterize the 
Family of Brandenburg, as they did in the 
laft, the Houfe of Orange. 

Time has by no means enfeebled her 
mental powers, or diminilhed the animation 
which prevades her difcourfe, though (he 
has already patted her fixtieth year. She 
did me the honour to converfe with me 
repeatedly and unrefervedly, upon many 
topics. Hiftory, polite letters, poetry, 
philofophy, travels, were all familiar to 
her. I have fcarcely ever met with a wo¬ 
man in any walk of life, who poflefied an 
nnderftanding more enlarged and culti¬ 
vated. She remembers George the Firft, 
whom fhe had foen in her early youth at 
Berlin; and fhe recounted to me fome. 
intereftirig anecdotes relative to him, as 
well as to the old EleCtrefe Sophia, her 
great grand-mother. More than once, in 
the courfe of our converfation, fhe lamented 

the 
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.the fetters that her rank impofed on her, and 
the inability which it infli&ed of vifiting 
the various countries of Europe. “ How 
much,” faid fee to me, “ do I envy 
you that gratification, the renunciation 
“ of which is dearly purchafed by all that 
f* birth, or fortune, or elevation can be- 
“ flow!” I was as much penetrated with 
her condefcenfion and unreferve, as I was 
charmed by her capacity and love of know¬ 
ledge. If fee had been placed on a more 
confpicious theatre, fee would, I am per- 
fuaded, have acquired great celebrity: but 
fee is loft in a German Court of the fecond 
order, fuch as Brunfwic. Who would 
ever have heard of Catherine the Second, 
had fee remained at Stettin, or at Zerbft, 
in her original obfcurity? It is fortune 
alone which can call out extraordinary 
abilities, and place them in their' proper 
fphere. Neither Richlieu, nor Colbert, 
nor Alberoni, however eminent their ta¬ 
lents, would have denied their obligations 
to that goddefs. 

. . X hare 
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Ihave faid nothing to you of the' Reign¬ 
ing Duke of Brunfwic, who is now about 
lixty-four, and in a ftate of great caducity. 

I was prefented to him ; but he no longer 
eats in public, fince he has been vifited 
by a paralytic ftroke, fifteen months ago* 
It is neverthelefs eafy to perceive, in fpite 
pf his perfonal infirmities, that he has 
formerly been handfome and well-made. 
His articulation is become very indiftinCt, 
and his conftitution totally enfeebled. I 
could not look at him, without reflecting 
on the different deftiny of his two brothers. 
One, the unfortunate Anthony Ulrick, 
(father of the more wretched Ivan the 
Third Emperor of Ruffia,) ftill, I believe, 
exifts in exile at Kolmogory, near Arch¬ 
angel, among the perpetual fnows, in the 
vicinity of the ArCtic Circle. The other. 
Prince Ferdinand commanded, as you wilj 
recoiled, with diftinguifhed reputation, the 
allied armies, during the lail war inGermanyj 
and is now altogether retired from public life. 

On quitting Brunfwic, which I could not 
do without regret, the Hereditary Princefs," 

as 
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as a mark of her protection gave me letters 
of introduction for the Hereditary Prince, 
her hulband; as did the Princefs Dorothea, 
for Prince Frederic of Brunfwic, her brother. 
To the politenefs and attention of the latter 
Prince, I have great obligations,for rendering 
my flay in Berlin agreeable, as well as ufefoL 
He is, like all the Princes of his family, 
in the fervice of Pruffia; and during the 
greater part of the year, he refides in this 
capital. But, he has apartments likewife at 
the Palace of “ Sans Souci,” and is one of the 
few whom the King diftinguifhes by marks 
of his peculiar regard and affeCtion. It is 
from Prince Frederic of Brunfwic, that I 
have received the only minute detail of his 
uncle's private life, occupations, pleafures, 
and manner of appropriating his time ; 
particulars, on the accuracy and exactitude 
of which the moft perfect reliance may be 
placed, and which are objeCts of the molt 
natural, as well as liberal curiofity! 

I muft here premife, that I have not 
been prefented to his Pruffian Majefty; 
a misfortune, as weU as a diftinCtion, 

for 
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for which I am indebted to the “Tour 
“ round the Baltic.” The freedom with 
which I ventured to animadvert in that 
work, on the partition of Poland, and par¬ 
ticularly • on the treatment of the city of 
Dantzic by Frederic, have excited his Ma- . 
jetty’s refentment. It was fignified, through 
the medium of his minifter, to the Britifh 
Envoy Mr. Elliot, that my being prefente<i 
at Court would not be agreeable. I am at a 
lofs to determine, whether I ought to con- 
fider fuch an excloiion as fubje& of pride, 
or of mortification; fince I certainly can¬ 
not either repent, or retraft the fentimenta 
which have occaiioned it. But, the firiend- 
fiiip of Prince Frederic has procured mo 
an occafion of feeing the King more at my 
eafe than I could have done at his levee, b y 
fending an officer who conduced me, a few 
mornings ago, to the Princefs Amelia’s Pa¬ 
lace, in the “ Rue Guillaume,” where h» 
Majefly breakfafted. 

I had there the gratification of confider- 
ing him for a few minutes, divetted of the 
14 reftraint 
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reftraint impofed by the forms of a Court* 
The King of Pruffia, unlike moil of the otheT' 
Sovereigns'of Europe, is neither to be feen* 
except on very particular occafions, by vifit- 
ing the capital of his dominions; nor is it at 
Berlin that his chara&er can be ftudied, or 
his'actions inveftigated. So limited and re- 
ftrained is the communication between 
this metropolis and Potzdam, thatfcarcely 
any thing tranfpires here which is tranf- 
a6ted there, till feveral days afterwards. 
The King may be dangeroufly indifpofed,- 
■without its being generally known, or 
without the nature of his illnefs being well 
underftood. At Vienna, and at Drefden, 
they are often better acquainted with the 
private tranfa£lions of Frederic, than in his 
own capital, only twenty miles from the 
place of his relidence. Such is the policy, 
and fuch are the precautions of that able 
and extraordinary Prince! 

Before, however, I enter on the examin¬ 
ation of his charafter, and the leading 
events of his reign, I muft fay a few words 

, relative 
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relative to Berlin. They fhall be few, in 
compliance with the general principle which 
l have laid down for my conduct, of defcrib- 
ing men, not .cities. Unlike Paris, London, 
or Madrid, this place recalls to the beholder 
at every ftep, the image, the genius, and the 
actions of the reigning Sovereign. It is s 
fpecies of mirror, in which Frederic is. per¬ 
petually feen, either as the General, die 
Architect, or the Matter. Peter the Great 
is not more conftantly prefent to the imagi¬ 
nation at Peterfburgh, than is the prefent 
King of Pruffia at Berlin.’ He is betides, the 
Palladio of his own Capital. I have feen 
him riding flowly through the principal 
ftreets, accompanied only by his nephew 
Prince Frederic of Brunfwic, a General 
Officer, and three or four attendants; giving 
etaft direftions relative to every ftru&ure, 
and examining with his glafs at his eye, the 
jffogrefe jof the works undertaken for its 
improvement or .embellishment. 

Like “Peterfburgh, this • oity is magni¬ 
ficent, regular and has fprung up in a great 
cvot^.j, H meaiure 
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mqafure fince the beginning of the preftnf 
century. It exifted indeed previpufly ; but 
•only eighty years ago* it contained fcarcely 
more than twenty‘five thoufand inhabitants. 
•.They now eftnnate the population at above 
* hundred and twenty thoufand. In the 
centre of Berlin, a ftranger finds himfelf com- 
-pletely lmrounded by a groupe of palaces 
for, public buildings of the moll ftriking 
kind. Several.of thefe edifices owe their 
conftruhtion to the prelent King; and oh the 
front of the Opera Houfe, which he built 
at the beginning of his reign, we read the 
lliort and claffic infcription affixed by him-* 
felf, “ Fredericus Rex, Apollini, et Mufis.’* 
His! univerfal and creative genius has how¬ 
ever been conftantly intent on maintaining 
the fpirit of military enthufiafm, in the midll 
of the arts of peace, and among all the dif- 
play of architecture, tafte, or magnifienoe. 
We never ceafe to recollect that we ire in a 
country, where; from the fo.vereign to the 
peafent, every man is horn a foldier. - But, 
it is in: the Garrifon Church, that thofif 

feelings 
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feelings are peculiarly awakened# animated, 
and called into aftion. 

I was prefent at the fervice performed 
there, fbme days ago. Nothing in ancient 
Home, or Sparta, could have been more 
ably and artfully calculated to mix the love 
of gloiy with the rites of religious worfhip. 
Nothing can be more calculated to raife the 
Pruffian foldier in his own eftimation, above 
thofe of other European States. No relics, 
faints, or fhrines are there to be found: 
the mufic, ornaments, and decorations are 
all military, and all appropriate. Trophies 
and enfigns, gained in battle, float from the 
roof in every part of the edifice. They 
remind the veteran of his paft exploits, and 
carry him, in the midft of devotion, to the 
fcerie of his valour at Rofbach, at Lida, or 
at Torgau. They foften the anguifh of his 
wounds, awaken the moft grateful recol¬ 
lections in his bofom, and render him & 
participator in the fame of his Sovereign, 
The four heroes of the Pruffian monarchy 
who felt- in battle, Schwerin, Keith, 

' 92 Winter- 
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^Viijterfeldt^ and Kleift, are elevated, on. 
four pedeftals, furmounted with emblems, 
of war and victory. He who can refill: 
the combined effeft of fo. many objefts, 
ailing at once upon the. fenfes, .the affec¬ 
tions, dpd the utiderftanding, muft be en¬ 
dowed with more than common; apathy. • , 
.. If, however, Berlin ftrikes by its rer 
gularity and the magnificence of its public 
buildings, jt impre fifes not lefs forcibly with 
a fentiment of melancholy. It is neither 
enriched by commerce* enlivened by the 
general refidenOe of tire Sovereign, nor. 
animated, by mduftrv, fbufinefe, and free-, 
dom. An air of. filenge and dejection, 
reigns in the ftreefs* ' where at noqn-day 
frarcqly any. paijengere are' feen except 
foldiers. The, population, much aa it has' 
augmented during the prefent reign, is. 
m very Unequal to the extent and mqgni-v 
tgkle of -.the.city. Oftentatiqa and vanity,' 
more than utility or necefifity, lean to. 
have, impelled Frederic to, enlarge andem-e 
bcllifb his t capital.Tire fplendid fronts of 
- 31 ;; the 
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the houfes, frequently conceal poverty 
and: wretchednefs. A colonnade, hardly 
inferior to that of the Louvre; proves when. 
infpe6ted, to be only a cafem, or a barrack. 
We are firftdifappointed, and in the end 
difgufted with this deception* Peterfburgh, 
though fituate in a much more inclement 
latitude, has a thoufand natural and polifi* 
cal advantages, which are fought in vain 
at Berlin. The Neva itfelf, at the former 
city, flowing majeftically from the lake 
Ladoga into the gulf of Finland, is at once 
a fublime and pleating objeft, covered with 
ftiips, and exhibiting a fcene perpetually 
varying as well as gay. Here, the little 
river Spree creeps along, unnoticed and 
forgotten. Like London, Berlin is com¬ 
posed entirely of brick; for there are, un* 
fortunately, no quarries of ftone in its vici¬ 
nity. They mafk indeed the exterior of 
the houfes with plafter or ftucco; but it 
foon falls off,, and betrays the original mean- 
nefs of the materials. The King too ap„ 
peats to be more fond of conftru&iag than 
• . h 3 
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of, repaying, though he compels fiich of 
his fubje6ts as build, to conform to the rules 
of architecture, and to adopt the elevation 
or plan of the.adjoining houies. , 

Nothing can be more deftitute of beauty. 
Variety, or fertility, than the environs of 
Berlin; On every fide ftretches an expanfe 
pf fandv and as foon as a carriage pafies the 
gates, it is buried up. to the axle-trees. 
Scarcely any trees* except firs, are to be 
feen; and even from hence to Potzdam, 
the intermediate country is in many parts 
almoft a wildernefs. The morafs which fur- 
rounds Peteriburgh, is not fo dreary; and 
the favage jocks, deftitute of vegetation, 
amidft which Stockholm is built, are at leaft 
undulated, romantic, and piCturefque, Even 
flanover, though Certainly not placed in a 
favoured pofition, or in a fertile foil, yet is 
preferable in thefe refpeCts to the Pruffian 
capital. I lhall fay no more however rela¬ 
tive to it; nor ftiould I have gone into fo 
large a detail, if I did not. confider it as in*' 
timately conne&ed with the charafter and 
• „ genius 
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genius of the King. Other cities are con* 
ftru&ed or embelliflied, at lead in fome de*, 
gree, by the people, in proportion to the 
commerce, opulence, or grandeur of the 
.State. But, the mod beautiful part of 
Berlin, the “ Fredericdadt,” is almod ex- 
clufively the work of Frederic. The “ Me- 
“ moires de la Maifon de Brandebourg”~ 
are fcarcely more his own produ&ion. In¬ 
deed, by no means as much fo, if we may 
believe thole who wilh to detract from his 
literary merit. I am however of a different 
opinion; nor can I fee any thing in that 
performance, to which, without the aid of 
Voltaire or D’Alembert, the talents of the 
King are unequal. It is only when he con- 
defcends to affeft their manner, that w$ feel 
inclined to difpute his originality . 


H 4 
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X-ETTER IV. 

Examination of the Character and Actions of 
Frederic the Second, King of PmJJla. 

?miN, Qctokr 1777,. 

I T is difficult to contemplate* and ftill 
more difficult to delineate a character 
fo intereffing as that of the pxefent Ring 
of Pruffia, without feeling a degree of en* 
thiffiaftn allied to partiality, Perhaps, if wu 
except Caefer in antiquity, no Prince of any 
age has exhibited fuch a combination of 
talents* equally adapted to the held and to 
the cabinet, to a 61 ive as well as fpeeulatiyo 
life. But, like C*fer, is not exempt 
from infirmities, faults, and defeats of 
many kinds.; in feme of which he bears 
too dole a refemblance to the Roman 
Di&ator. A. reign of fevemand^thirty 
years, palled in perpetual viciffitudes of 
War and peace, has given him fcope fop 

the 
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the difplay of all his abilities. His mili¬ 
tary Ikill and refources have defervedly 
placed him among the firft Commanders of 
the prefent centuiy: while his bold, deci- 
five, and vigorous policy has added exten¬ 
sive provinces to his dominions; and has 
railed him from a Sovereign of the fecond 
Order, almoft to an equality with the firft 
crowned heads in Europe. His legillative 
-labors, and his beneficial exertions for en¬ 
riching, peopling, and fertilizing his country 
lay claim to our approbation, and are wife, 
as well as highly meritorious. Even his lei- 
fore has not been without'utility to the 
world, while it has. been rendered emi¬ 
nently fubfervient to his own perfonal lame. 
His compofitions, hiftorical, political, and 
poetic, "vfill be read in future times, if not 
with limitation, at leaft with plea&re and 
improvement, .When we refle& on thefe 
circumftances, can we wonder that he has 
attracted the univerfal attention of man¬ 
kind, and that every other contemporary 
Prince finks into comparative obfeurity 
pear him ? 

But^ 
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But, while I admit his claim to im¬ 
mortality, I am not difpofed to be his pane- 
gyrift; and much as we admire, we are little 
tempted to love him. Ambition from the 
hour of his acceflion to the prefent mo¬ 
ment, has been his only real paffion. Nei¬ 
ther the faith of treaties, nor the laws of 
nations, nor the principles of juftice and 
equity, have ever Sufficiently reftrained 
him from purfuing the aggrandizement of 
the Pruffian monarchy. The conquefl 
of Sil^fia, under all the circumftances which 
accompanied it, can Scarcely be juftified: the 
partition of Poland however its injuftice may 
feem to be diminifhed by the concurrence 
t>f Auftria and Ruflia, was an a6t that re¬ 
volted every mind not infenfible to the dis¬ 
tinctions of right and wrong. His own 
glory, more than the felicity of his people, 
has conftituted, at every period of his 
reign, the rule of his political conduft. 
Though hot cruel, he is nevertheless in 
Tome refpeCts oppreffive: though he rarely 
permits capital punifhments, he exaCts pe¬ 
cuniary 
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cuniary contributions from his fubje&s, 
Scarcely lefs fubverfive of their domeftic 
happinefs, than would refult from the utmoft 
feverity of penal laws. His vigilance, it is 
true, never fleeps or intermits; and he is 
felt on the diftant frontier of Courland, or 
of Cleves, at the two extremities of his do* 
minions, almoft as much as here at Berlin. 
But, fo was Philip the Second, the moft 
odious tyrant of modem times. It is for the 
prefervation of his own greatnefs alone, that 
Frederic wakes. Even his pleafures are 
gloomy, philofophic, and folitary. Love 
never invaded the privacy of “ Sans Soud/* 
nor foftened the auftere and cheerlefs hours 
of Frederics private life. He is great,but 
not amiable; we render homage to his ta¬ 
lents, his reputation, and his vi&ories: but 
we defire to live under a more benign and 
unambitious Prince. We are pleafed to 
vifit Berlin, as an obje& of Hberal curiofity . 
hut we prefer the refidence of London, 
of Vienna, or of Naples. . 

Frederic 
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. Frederic the. Second is the oideft reigning 
Sovereign in Europe, and has nearly com¬ 
pleted his. fiuty-fixth year. His confti- 
tution, naturally found, if not vigorous, 
ftilL retains its force; and Iris body is accus¬ 
tomed to, as well as ftill capable, of great 
fatigue. The gout, and the infirmities ah 
inoft infeparably attendant on his period 
of life, . have indeed enfeebled his legs; 
but, when once on horfeback, and feated in 
the faddle, he is equal to'prodigious efforts, 
fiiftained for a very confiderable. length of 
time. He is of a middle fize, inclined to 
thin, and he ftoQps in walking or in riding. 
His face, though now become wrinkled, 
more perhaps by .fatigues and agitations* 
than from the progrefs- of age, or the 
efib&s of difeafe, is. one of the molt anri 
mated and intereftingever beheld. There 
is; in it sj, fire and an intelligence, which 
widely difimguifbes him. from common 
paen. Every line and every feature may be 
ftudied, and have. their »meaning. His eye 
I -*.• is 
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is uncommonly clear and brilliant, though 
he is fo ihort-fighted, as ufually to have 
recourfe to a glals, even when , on horfe-. 
back. He has a bold and finely-formed, 
but not. an. aquiline nofe. Of. his hair, 
time has only fpared fome few thin and 
Scattered locks, about the crown of his 
head. . In order to fupply the want, he 
wears faUe- curls and a long queue. 

Nothing can be fo fimple as his drels, 
which never varies. It is indeed fcarely 
exempt from the imputation of mean- 
nefs, and by no means always intitled to, 
the praife of cleanlinefs. His coat is a 
plain uniform of common blue cloth,, with¬ 
out ornament or embroidery of any kind. 
On his breaft appears the ftar of the Prufiiaii 
Order of the .“ Black Eaglebut he very 
rarely-wears the riband, or other infignisf 
He is always boated, as becomes a foldier; 
and thofe who fee him conftantly, have 
fcarely ever beheld his legs. Round his 
middle is tied .his falh; Charles the Twelfth 
of Sweden, might have worn. Frederics 
fword, without) departing from the chara* 

teriftic 
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tetiftic fimplicity of his drefs. It is a mi¬ 
litary one, perfe6tly unornamented, with 
a plain diver hilt, to which hangs a fword- 
knot. His hat is of a monftrous fize, fur- 
mounted with a white Panache or plume. 
Either economy, or careleffhefs, or both, 
induce him to wear his cloaths as long as 
decency will permit; indeed, fomethnes, 
rather longer. He is accuftomed to order 
his breeches to be mended, and his coat to 
be pieced under the arms. It was an un^ 
ufual mark of attention to the Great Duke* 
of Ruffia, when he was here laft year, that 
the King made up a new uniform fuit 
and hat, in honour of fo illuftrious a gueft. 
To complete the negligence of his appear¬ 
ance, he takes a great deal of fnuff, and 
lets no fmall portion of it flip through his 
thumb and fingers, upon his cloaths. It 
muft be owned that this cuftom gives him 
fometimes almoft a difgufting air. Vet, 
acrofs fo much negleft and contempt of 
external forms, I think one may eafilyj* 
Without any aid of imagination, perceive 
the hero, the'philofopher, and the King.' 

*. Through 
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Through every part of the royal houfe- 
hold, there reigns a iimiliar fimplicity^ 
which ftrongly contrails with the exterior 
of Royalty in other Courts. Much of it 
doubtlefs originates in his diflike of (hew, 
and fomething mull be attributed to pecu¬ 
niary motives. In divefling himfelf of the 
pomp attendant on fovereign power, tha 
King, befides the emancipation, avoids the 
expence conne&ed with it; and in this 
part of his character, as in many others, 
he refembles his father, much more than 
his grandfather. Frederic the Firft, the 
moil oflentatious, expenfive, and magnifi¬ 
cent of Princes, delighted in the pageantry 
and ceremonial of a Court. Frederic 
William, the late King, economical almoft 
to parfimony, detelled fuch vain exhibi¬ 
tions ; and was fupremely happy to fmoke 
and drink among his officers, in an obfcure 
guard-room, or 'a fummer houfe. Never 
was any contrail greater, nor diffimilarity 
more complete, than between the two laft 
Kings of Pruflia. 

. '• When 
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When his prefent Majefty is atSans 
Souci," he is unattended by. any : regular 
guard. A oorporal and four foldiers are 
fent there from Potsdam towards evening 
and they withdraw at daybreak. Indeed) 
their prefence is not meant for the pro* 
te&ion of the King’s perfon; but merely 
to fecure his peaches and apricots from de*- 
vacation, to which they might otherwife 
be liable. He repofes in perfefit fecurity» 
if not on the affections, at leaft on the obe¬ 
dience, fubmiffion, and admiration of his 
fubjeCts. His table as well as his drefs are 
fubjeCted to certain rules, which in fome mea-> 
fure mark his character, and which become 
interefling on that account. No Prince is 
better ferved, though without, any fplendour 
or magnificence. He is, indeed by no means 
infertfible to the phyfical pleafure of eating, 
confidered as dittinfit from the conviviality 
of the table; but, as he does not like to eat 
alone, a fmall number of perfohs, ufually' 
officers of rank, are every day invited.to hir 
dinner. The Emperor GalUenus was not au 

more 


Digitized by Google 



Corkt of BlkLIM, STC. 1 1 $ 

there accurate proficient in the fcience of 
cookery,'than is Frederic* He has, it is 
true, only eight' difhes generally ferved up; 
but each is dreifed by a leparate cook, 
and each is excellent in its kind* Four are 
Freiich, two Italian, and the remaining two 
are accommodated to his Majefty’s parti* 
cular talle. It mull be admitted, that lo 
much attention to the gratification of ap* 
petite, favours more of the fchool of Epi¬ 
curus, than of Zeno. Philofopher as he 
affeCls to be, the Father of the Portico is 
not his model. 

In his defiert the King is expenlive and 
fplendid, fparing neither endeavours nor 
money, in order to procure the moll deli* 
cate fruits in abundance. The productions 
of the tropical, as well as temperate 
climates, are heaped before him. He eats 
plentifully, and dtinks gaily as well as 
freely, of his favourite wines, which art 
Burjgundy and Champagne. I am allured 
that he commonly fwallows near a bottle 
of the former, and of the latter fome 

vol. i* I glafles, 
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giafies, every day. But in “ liqueurs” he- 
Barely . indulges, and he touches no futpper. 
He Hasps without either a. night-cap* or 
any-, covering about-hii, head. When he, 
riles in the morning, his firft operation js to 
pull on his flockings, before he quits the .hed t 
and then, hip hoots oyer them* His hair 
and beard are dUpatthdd in a few mgnvt&fc 
by the firft valet or footman who 
himfelL ! The Princefe Amelia his lifter, 
uffisd^formerly to make his Hurts ;.;bujt, as 
Ihe. has of late years become, incapable, 
from difeafe and infirmity, of continuing 
the pna&iee, he is obliged,to. receive, them 
from other hands. 

The. appropriation , of his tiq^£,<his.-,oecu« 
patrons, and amufements,. is regulated with 
Icrupuftms accuracy, and never varies. ex;-, 
cept when. he. is abfedti from !‘S«as 
“ My uncle,” laid'. -Rrinch FredfeiK of 
Biunfwic to me,. “ rsfej- in- ftu»mdy» a^ftrur. 
“ in. the morning, anadeVemin winter at. 

five, or. foom afibenwirdSk. He.br^kfkfts 
“ quatacalone, on 'diodoiate.j ajptfi * till.ten 
~ -.1‘okdock 
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“'o’clock he is entirely occupied in tranf- 
“ aCting affairs of fiate, which he difpatches 
“ in perfon, with rigorous exactitude. From 
“ that hour till neat noon. He goes firft to 
“ the parade, then walks, or as is more' 
“ commonly his cuftom, mounts on horfe- 
“ back, if his health permit. He returns 
tr tO the Palace of Potzdam, or to Sans 
u Souci," before twelve, and fits down to 
** dinner precifely at noon. After the repaft,’ 
“ he ufually remains fome time at table, : 
“ where he unbends himfelf in converfation’ 
“ with thofe about him. His afternoon is * 
divided between books and mufic, in the 
“ latter of which he is a connoifieur and a 
** performerl At fix, one of his fecretaries 
eriters, and reads to him fuch letters as 
“ are addrefied to him upon literary fub- 
“ jeCts, or any intelligence relative to that 
“ line of correfb'ondence. He dictates his 
u replies immediately.’ The King eats no' 
“ fupper, but retirfes to his chamber at 
“ nine, and goes' direCtly to bed. Such is 
“ hi/conftant mode of life." ‘ » 

- 4 la The 
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The empire of the mind over the body 
was, perhaps, never more forcibly exem¬ 
plified than in Frederic. Neither fatigue, 
nor perfonal infirmity, nor indifpofition, 
unlefs of the fevereft kind, feem to have any 
power over him. He can force himfelf 
to almoft any exertions, and of this faculty 
he has given a thoufand proofs. A lin¬ 
gular inftance happened only three weeks 
lince. The annual reviews and manoeuvres, 
performed at Potzdam in the autumn, had 
been pollponed more than once, on account 
of his inability to affift at them in perfon. 
His complaints were of a nature which 
rendered it difficult as "well as dangerous for 
him to appear in public ; his Majefty being 
troubled with boils, that incapacitated him 
for fitting his horfe. After feveral delays, 
the reviews were however at length fixed for 
a certain day. Contrary to all expe&ation, 
the King came on the ground when the 
troops were drawn up, placed himfelf at 
their head, and led them to the charge 
jn perfon. He fupported the firft day's 

fatigue 
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fatigue tolerably well; but on the fecond, 
when he attempted to difmount from his 
horfe, fuch was his ftate of weaknefs, and 
fo exhaufted was he, that he immediately 
fainted. This effect of his exertions did not 
prevent him from commanding on the third 
and laft day, nor from going through every 
evolution with his foldiery. 

The annual reviews in the vicinity of 
Berlin, which ufually take place in the month , 
of May, are open to the infpe6tion of Grangers 
from every European nation; but in thofe 
of Potzdam, the utmoft fecrecy is preferved. 

A veil is drawn acrofs them; and neither 
rank, nor intereft, nftr favour, can procure 
admiflion to be prefent at their performance. 
Any perfon who, incited by curiofity, 
ihould venture under a borrowed name, or 
in difguife, to intrude as a fpe&ator, would 
probably experience a fevere and humi- 
Uating punifhment. Such examples have 
occurred. The King referves to himfelf 
and to his general officers exclufively, the 
manoeuvres at Potzdam, as a fchool where 
13 expert 
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experiments in /the .fcience of t*uOtio3 may 
be made, >vhich other Princes and troops 
are only permitted- fnhfeguently to learn 
by, thejr experience or misfortune in war. 
Even if- the Pruffian difcipline were not 
really Superior to that of Auftria, France, or 
Ruflia; yet the myftery, and the precautions 
that are ufed to conceal it . from public view, 
•cannot fail to produce a great eflfett. Ob- 
fpurity is one of the fineft fources of the 
fublime, and always imprefles with mingled 
xelpeCt and terror. Frederic has wifely 
availed himfelf of every circumftance which 
may augment the confidence of his own 
foldiers ? and intimidate the enemy. 

It is in the vaSt detail of Slate which he 
mnbrace?, that we find matter of peculiar 
wonder, as w ell as admiration. No Sove-* 
reign ever knew better the value of time, or 
apportioned it more fyftematicully. His 
active and comprehensive genius, inured to 
•the labour of the clpfet, carries its researches 
through every department of Sjtate; while 
his flexible talents comprel^qd the 

moil 
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mdft difiimilar. He fees, hears; and re¬ 
plies to all difpatches in perfon, a's iriuch as 
it.feems poffible to be’done by man; The 
meaheft of his fubje&s can addrefs to the 
throne their petitions or complaints, without 
paflihg through any official medium; and 
they are. fecure of receiving an anfwer, if 

• not of meeting with redrefs. Numberlefs 
inftahces might be cited, to prove the punc¬ 
tuality with which tie replies to letters of 

every kind. Count Dhona, when governor 
of Kbnigfberg fbme years ago, was Indebted 
a ftnallfum to his taylor; but which, though 
^frequently folicitdd, he always declined to 
difcharge. The taylor defparring of his 
own ability to enfrice payment, addrefled 
'a letter to the King, ftating his cafe, and 
imploring his Majefry’s gracious interfer¬ 
ence in his behalf. By return of poll he 
received an anfwer from Frederic, ordering 

* hiin : to wait on Count Dhona immediately, 
who “would have been previonfly made ac¬ 
quainted with his pleafure, and who would 
infallibly d'rfehafge the debt. The taylor 

' ' 14 did 
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did as he was commanded, and procured 
from Count Dhona his money . That noble* 
man had met with, a fevere reprimand, ac¬ 
companied with a peremptory injunction not 
to delay the payment of his arrear. I hhve 
feen many of Frederic's letters written with 
his own hand: they are admirably penned, 
and frequently contain the mod delicately* 
turned compliments. Mr. Collins, an En¬ 
glish merchant, edablifhed at Konigfberg, 
who fends him annually rite firft fturgeon 
taken at Pilaw, never foils to receive an an* 
fwer to his letter that accompanies the pre- 
fent, couched in terms of the higheft good 
breeding. Such attentions firom a Sovereign, 
are very flattering to individuals. Frederic, 
who is acquainted with the human heart and 
its fecret fprings, knows the value of that 
coin, and frequently ufes it in payment, 

AH the fcattered rays and fun&ions of 
royalty are concentered in his perfon; and 
he can fcarcely with propriety, be faid to 
have any great officer of date, or even any 
fird minifter. Nothing of importance-is 

tranfo&ed. 
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t ran faded, except by his exprefe orders; of 
which Count Finckenftein and Hertzberg, 
who oftenfibly occupy the firft employments 
in the adminiftration, are merely the exe¬ 
cutors. There is, indeed, a nominal Lord 
Treafurer: but, a hufiar, who can hardly 
write, or read, fills that office in effed. In 
what manner the King finds leifure for the 
various bufinefs to which he muft necefiarily 
attend, may naturally excite furprife: but 
the application, order, and method which 
charade rize him, partly explain the enigma. 

The Pruflian finances are regulated with 
the moil fevere economy; and it is indeed 
necefiary that they ihould be thus ma¬ 
naged, in order to enable the Sovereign to 
maintain a military force fo difpropor- 
tjonate to the pecuniary refources of his 
country. It is fiiid that Frederic alone is 
precifely acquainted with the annual amount 
of his revenues, as well as with the various 
and intricate nature of the taxes and con¬ 
tributions. So complicated is the fyftem 
of the finances, that I am allured, it will be 

n« 


Digitized by Google 



‘TTZ MfSToix* OF TlfE 

. no* eafy undertaking for his fucceflor to 
alter any part of it, without danger of de- 
■ftroying and overturning the \Vho!e fabric: 
fuch hi die intimate connexion between its 
various parts. The King hiinfelf is arrived 
at a period of life, which in a great meafure 
precludes the gratification of active or ex- 
penfive pleafures. He has, in fa< 5 t, very 
few; and even thole few are indulged 
'within moderate limits. Elizabeth was not 
more frugal of the public purfe. The main¬ 
tenance of his foldiery, the fecurity of 
his dominions, the introduction of manu¬ 
factures, and the ’fertilization df the barren 
or depopulated parts of bis territories; fuch 
are the objects to which thp foperfluity of 
his revenues is generally deftined, 

Frederic may be confidered as the only 
European Prince, who is at this time pof- 
fefled of a confiderable treafure in ready 
money; and Magdeburg is the fortrefs in 
which it is depofited. Its amount is un¬ 
certain, and varioufly reported; but that It 
is large, and annually accumulating, there 

can 
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.■can be no doubt. Certainly, none of the 
Northern Potentates can conteft with' him 
in pecuniary; ftrength. Catherine the So- 
■copd, not yet by any means reco¬ 

vered her immenfe expenditure in the late 
war againft the Turks, is compelled toapply 
jo Holland, for afltftance in railing even 
a common loan. Sweden, as well asDenr 
mark are poor, and both crowns are in 
-debt. Poland, fince the partition in 1772, 
is little more than a nominal fovereignty, 
•inadequate to its own defence. Even Maria 
Therefa poflelles . fcarcely any treafure, 
though her refourcea, ’dominions, and poli- 
tical power are very extenlive. It is diffi¬ 
cult to calculate the prodigious fuperiority, 
which fuch a command of money mull 
neceflhrUy confer in the firft moments of a 
jupture, porriculsuly under the direction of 
a Prince like Frederic. To his father's 
rigid parfiraony, he in fa& may be find to 
owe the acqnifition of Silefia, not lefs than 
to his own talents' and decafion. The 
Emperor Charles the Sixth at his deceafe, 

left 
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left his daughter without a florin in the 
public treafury. But, the late King of 
Pruflia, more provident, had accumulated 
the means offacili taring in active hands, the 
aggrandizement of his family, and the ex- 
tenfion of the monarchy. 

Mufic forms the only exception to Fre¬ 
deric’s general fyftem of economy. He in¬ 
dulges himfelf in the gratification of this 
elegant and favourite amufement, at a very 
confiderable expence. His opera at Potzdam 
and at Berlin, cofts him annually near four 
hundred thoufand dollars, or about feventy 
thoufand pounds fterling. To the influence 
of the paflion of love, he has never, as it 
•would feem, at any period of his life, been 
long, if at all fubje6ted. Various reafons are 
afligned, and various anecdotes are related, 
in order to explain fo Angular a defeat in 
his character or conititution. 1 do not choofe 
to repeat all that 1 may have heard upon the 
fubjeft. There was however a Signora Bar- 
berini, an Italian performer in the opera at 
Berlin, for whom he ihewed marks of parti¬ 
cular 
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cular -Attention and preference. She was 
afterwards married to the Prefident Cocceii, 
and now lives with her huiband at Gros- 
Glogau in Silefia. Voltaire in his “ Pucelle,” 
has fketched the King in a fituation- noway 
favourable to his reputation as a man of 
morals, or of gallantry; but let it be,re- : 
membered that Voltaire is a poet, and an 
incenled one/ to whofe hiftorical portraits, at 
lead: of his contemporaries, little credit is due; 
Whether the King’s coldnefs be the refultof 
moral or of phyfical caufes, in gallantry of 
mind he is certainly not at all deficient. On. 
the contrary, it is well known that he is much 
more ealily induced to grant a requeft made 
by a Ionian, than by a man; and he fre¬ 
quently accords to female folicitation the 
fame boon, which he had pofitively refufetf 
to a general or a courtier. It would be eafy 
to cite inftances in proof of the aflertiqn. 

His clemency, like that of Cffifar, has been 
fubjeft of great encomium; and whether we 
attribute his contempt of injuries, to a fort 
of philofophic indifference, to magnanimity 

of 
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of Mind, or to refined policy, it ftdl excites 
our refpeCfc. Perhaps, it refults ih many in* 
fiances, from a combination- of all : thefe fen- 
timents. He is too much elevated above 
common men by fituation and by chara&er, * 
to feel the little emotions of vulgar refent- • 
meat. The very facility with which he could 
pttnifh, probably' tends to- deprive him of 
the inclination. By a lingular paradox, the 
gfeateft freedom^ or rather licentioufnefs of ! 
complaint and of animadverfion, is permit* 
ted u nder the moft defpotic Prince in Europe, 
evefi in his capital, and in his very refidence. 
He perufes with perfeCfc good humour, the 
afcOtt-ymous Pafquinades which are often 
fixed upon the ; garden gates at “ Sans Souci;” 
applauds or criticifes the compofttion, and- 
frequently orders them to remain untouch¬ 
ed. Few reigns have been lefs fanguinary'; 
and public executions are almoft unknown 
throughout the Pruffian dominions. His 
treatment of Trenck was undoubtedly very 
fevere; perhaps, inhuman. But Trenckwas^ 
an intractable, defperate,' and dangerous^ 
J madman. 
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madman, whom, no common motjes of. pu-; 
ijiflimfeftt cOuld testify or -reftrain. Injuries* 
a»d. attempts. of the moil;atrocious: nature 
qgawdVhh <wn .pexfon*' he. rarefy; foraiflieBL 
with,the ^verity pra£tifed in other coemtnieS* 
Such lenity may. even be thought juftfy cen*> 
farable, firiee,it tends; to. encourage;crimes*, 
hy.hoteling! dilt a..pjjofpedhofimpunity .:> Ai 
verbal. reprimand,. banHhment fdom Irae 
preionce,or a&ort confineroent i outlie .{Raider „ 
of Spandau, the Baftile of Pruffist;. tbcefe aw 
the .ufual .marks of fri& iradignatitra, winch 
fekkam < .proceeds to extremities ;agamfij thn> 
moft.jwofligate offenders. . . , ! ...... 

Ifit neyerthelefe • only juffice tomakte a; 

*• diflanflaohy due .equally tq fVederie- and: to 
tratlfc-.;: While* he.oveilooksyor fiiflferscto-'puA: 

, unnoticed, the moft;. virulent ^.nd-ihdecenti 
attacks bn ins own condifcfo or -c&arabllerj -He' 
ri^aroaily ohaftifes; crinae^*gaixili;'ij'KS-itite. { 
His 1 fiibje&e'i though; they venture W-load: 
hhh./ perfiiaaJdy t with' 'mv^StiWes, dartuuot: 
traafyoafelthe; laws. * - Peihups r the; <fefire of; 
being-handed; downtto- poftefity, .asnotenly* ■ 
the grabteftiDsutthe mtoflunild andcpfewabim 

of 
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of Princes, has conduced more than either 
benignity or'policy, to. produce the oblivion 
of injuries which we fo much admire in him. 
It is inconteftable that he has allowed men, 
who were convi&ed of intending to poifon, 
or to deliver him up to the enemy, to elude- 
inquiry; or at moft to expiate their crime 
by exile and imprifonment. All Europe has 
read and heard of thefe inftances, which are 
tbo well known to render it necelTary for me 
to commemorate them. 

Few Princes ever poffefled in a more; 
confummate degree, the art of winning 
mankind, and of making than fubfervient 
to his purpofes. His converfation, when¬ 
ever he wiihes to pleafe, is foil of foftnefs; 
and even the tone of his voice infpires the 
hearer with partial fentiments. Verfatile, 
where his interefts dictate condefcenfion and 
affiibility, he can at pleofure aflfutne the moft 
gracious manners: and he has fucceeded in 
animating all thofe whom he employs, with 
an enthufiafm to be found nowhere elie. 
His officers, as well as his foldiers, conceive 
themfelves foperior to all other troops. 

He 
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He ,is certainly better ferved,' and more 
implicitly obeyed by hid fubje&s, than any 
^Sovereign in Europe; though the appoints 
meats of officers, particularly, in fuhftftern 
military employments wider the rank of 
captain, are extremely narrow. Frederic . 
knows how to pay, with equal eafe an^l 
dignity, the moil flattering compliments, 
where diftinguifitad merit cur great afitione 
ieeni to elaim it from him. 

When the prefent Emperor Jofeph the 
Second viiked.him at iNeifi in Shelia, juft 
eight years ago, hia Imperial Majefty was 
accompanied by fevcral Auftrien officers of 
.diftinftion. Among Others was General 
Laudohn, fo juftly celebrated for the advan¬ 
tages which he gained over the Pruffians in 
the late war, on various occasions." The 
King afie&ed always to call him Monjieur 
Je 'Marechal, though he well knew that 
Landohn -bad not attained that rank ; and 
omitted no opportunity of expreffing the 
Jbigheft admiration for his talesnts, even at 
his own expence. When dinner was ferved, 
'Lakddhn, with his ufual modefty, would 
. < rot. 1. K have, 

. f , 
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have placed himfelf on thfe otber fide of the 
table, at a refpe&lul diftance: but, Frederic 
ordered him to take a place near himfeK 
“ Placez toils a cotb de moi, MonfieUr le 
“ Marechal/’ faid he , “ : je n^ahne pas k 

vous voir viz-drviz de moi.” It is J im- 
poffible not to perceive, and liot to admire, 
the delicacy of this compliment. The 
converfation having twined on the princif- 
pal events of the late wkr, he feized die 
occasion of doing jnftice to > Laudohn’s 
merit ; particularly in the battle of Cuner£ 
dorf, or as it is more commonly called here 
of Francfort on the Oder; where he was 
totally defeated by Soltikoff and Laudohn, 
•in Auguft 1759- Vous avez bien gat 6 
** ma foupe 4 Francfort,” faid the King to 
him. • “ Je vous ai toujours troiiVe au 
“ bout de ma Lorgnette,” added he at 
another time. Such recognitions of fupe* 
rior ability, mingled with encomium, do 
fcarcely lefs honour to the magnanimity of 
the King, than to the talents and fervices 
of the General. 

: As a man of letters and an author, Fre¬ 
deric is before the. tribunal of the public^ 

who 
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Ivhoiiave thought his pretenfions to literary, 
fame by no means without foundation; though 
in his capacity of an hiftorian, he is not 
exempt from numerous prejudices and pre¬ 
dilections. Thole to whom the interefts of 
revealed religion are dear, will however nei¬ 
ther overlook, nor ought they to pardon, the 
evident tendency of his writings; that of 
avowedly overturning and ridiculing Chrifti- 
anity. Even his wit is too frequently levelled' 
at the fame object. It is difficult to compofe 
the hiftory of our own times, and Hill more 
fo the hiftory of our own family, without 
great partialities and imperfections; a remark 
fully exemplified in the “ Memoires de la 
Maifon de Brandebourg.” He has fpoken 
too contemptuoully of his grandfather Fre¬ 
deric the Firft; to whofe vanity or ambition, 
it matters not which, is folely due the crown 
now worn by his fucceffors. However little 
or pfuerile, when ftriCtly appreciated, might 
be the motives which impelled Frederic to 
afpire to the Royal, inftead of contenting 
himfelf with the Ele&oral dignity, his. 
defendants owe him - great obligations. 

K a . ' Prince 
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Prince Eugene, who was no lefe a ftatefmaq* 
than he was a General, when he was informed 
of ttye Emperor Leopold’s having raifed the 
JHe&or of Brandenburgh to the rank of n 
crowned head; exclaimed with reafon, that 
r< the Minifters who had given their f>ov&- 
“ reign fuch pernicious counfel, merited 

death.” He forefaw, near eighty years ago, 
the probable aggrandizement of the new 
monarchy to which Leopold had impru. 
deptly given birth, and time has confirmed 
hh> prediction. 

The King is ftill continually occupied at 
this tin^e, in literary purfuits and avoca¬ 
tions. Like Julius, he means to write his 
own “ Commentariesand to tranfmit him- 
felf the hiftory of his eventful reign to pofle- 
rity. Prince Frederic of Brunfwic aflures 
me* that he has himfelf -frequently feen 
the continuation of the u Memoirs pf the 
Houfe of Brandenburgh,” in the hand¬ 
writing of its author^ It commences with 
bis own acceffion to the crown; and he 
profe,cutes it hot only every year, but al- 
mofi every day. The Prinee adds, that hs 
t. has 
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has nevertHelefs his doubts, ’whether it -will 
be madfe public, Ovett after the King’s deceale. 
But', niay we not fafely trhft to the vanity 
Of the‘\r#ifef, for its feeing givervtb the world? 
fie Will probably take effectual precautions 
to fefcurte the fame, -which he has fo de&fly 
famed in ffee clofet, as web as in the field. 

The retirement in which he lives, and the 
Comparatively fmall 1 ' portion of time that 
he pttfifcB here at Beftiny render the purlieu 1 
lars of hfe Conduft- and private life’much 
more coOteOaled, than thofe of other Eatopeah 
Printees. Sovereigns, if not perfonally reti 1 
debt in their capitals, are however always 
accessible in a great degree, to curiofity and 
enquiry. They are ufoally furrounded with 
foreigh Minifters,' cbnrtiers, womteri, and 
ftrangemy who franfinit intelligence of their 
health, their actions, and their occupations, 
fey every poft. Bat Pbtzdam and “ Sans 
Souci” offer no facilities of the feihd. It 
is not permitted to the Envoy of any fo¬ 
reign State, to prefont himfelf before the 
King, unlefs upon fpec 

K 3 . 
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after having obtained a fornlal permiffion 
for the purpole. Neither the Princes, nor 
Princeffes of the blood, prefume, to intrude 
on his privacy, except by exprefe invita¬ 
tion. No military officer, on the other 
hand, dares to be abfent from Potsdam with* 
out his Majefty's leave; and ffipUld .any 
one venture to ffiew. himfelf there, who 
djd not .compofe part pf the regular garri- 
fon, he would inftantly be put under arreft, 
and foverely punched. The Prince of 
Pruffia, prefumptive hpir of the crown, is 
not lefs fubje6ted to thefe rules, than the 
lowed fobje^t, Frederic pafies Only a few 
weeks of every year at Berlin, during the 
carnival in January and February. He 
Jeaves his capital to . the Queen, -Court, 
and foreign Minifters; but he will fufter 
no privileged fpies about his own perfon, 
to fend weekly information of his minuted 
actions to their refpe6tive cabinets. This 
obfcurity, while it lharpens curiofity, awakens 
apprehenfion, and naturally operates to ren¬ 
der hijm more formidable to thofe who are 
, at a, diftance. 

•His 
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His military; talent* and . r^ua^ptx reft 
on too. firm a hafis,; to be eaiiiylbaken or 
joohtefied. The defeats of Cqlifyof Hohr 
4 rifclifin, 'and, of Cunerfdoj-f, though princi¬ 
pally .'to ;be attribntedto the King himfelf, 

. yiat ,ate loft or. obliterated in the! long train 
ofr.his vi&ories; .from that of Mqllwitz, at 
jfche opening of.ihis reign, to the one with 
which the laft War. concluded, at Freybejrgj 
jh 17^2. In moil of thele actions he was 
pnefent; in many ■ he expofed his perlbn 
jtnMh as much> intrepidity, as Henry the 
Fourth manifefted at, Coutras,. or at Ivry. 
It was undoubtedly requifite that Frederic 
ibould do fo, in order to encourage his 
2H0$pp, who, led .on by him, never calcu¬ 
lated any difparxty of numbers, In every 
A&ion with the Auftrinns or the Rqflians, he 
was (always inferior in force. ’ At b-iffa he 
was pmportionably ahhoft as much. fo, as 
Alexander was to .Darius ,at I 0 us, or at 
Arbefck. He may indeed, perhaps be 
jullly cenfured for having on a. variety of 
o$oafioi& trufted too much to fortune. A 
nudkeVihall might .in an inftant have de- 
/ K 4 cided 
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cided the fjcte, not merely of a battle, but 
id Ml probability of the fhnrily 6f Bran* 
denburgh, and of the Prufiian nionarchy. 
His brother William Augdftus, on whom thfc 
fucceffion would have devolved; though 
a very amiable and accomptifoed Prime, did 
not poflefs energy* and talents adequate, tfo'ib 
vaft a national emergency as the “ war'of 
feven years.” His foil, the prefent bait, 
apparent, then a minor and unexperienced^ 
muft have delegated every thing to hi| 
uncle Prince Henry. Had Frederic fallen 
at Colb, at Lignite, or at Torgau, the asfiL 
fequences would have been incalculable. -I 
am awate however, that the fame'oHfefod* 
tion will apply to every commander; b«t£ 
not with equal force. More than twedsjf 
mufket-halls pafled through his hat or hit 
cloaths, in tlie courfe of the Wary and he 
received ofte on his brefaft at Tqrgau. 
Three horfe3 were foot ufider him in dif¬ 
ferent aCtions. ■ He feeftiod to forged that 
he was mortal and vulnerable. 

It is well known that the PrCAcfa grenar* 
diers, who admired the Heroic intrepidity 
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df the jprefewt hereditary Prince of &mft£ > 
wic, though it was exerted againd theft** 
feives; itfed to cry out before they fired, 
whenever they faw him, “ Monfeigneur, 
oVifSez le foe!” But, the Croats and Coflacks* 
with' whom Frederic Was frequently engaged, 
were enemies much more ferocious. 

. would Hot Oftly have fele&ed him as a 
ftiark, and would have deliberately taken 
aim at him: his remains would have . been 
treated by them with no more refpe& or 
Ceremony, than the body of Richard the 
Third obtained from the Laneaftrians, after 
the battle of Bofworth. Evert the Audrians 
and Saxons were animated (by perlbnhl anti¬ 
pathy towards him; particularly the latter 
troops whofe Sovereign and country, it mutt 
be owned, hod cruelly fuflfered tinder the 
Pruffian rapacity or depredations. 

It mocks all calculation, when we refleft 
that in the courfe of feven fuch campaigns^ 
is intervened between lJjO and 1762, ho 
liever received a wound of arty confequfcOce j 
dor was ever incapacitated by illnefs from 
Commanding in perforu Alexander and 

Charles 


Digitized by Google 



I3i BU^OIltS Of TO* 

Charles the Twelfth were infinitely left 
favoured by fortune in bothjthefe refpe&a. 
Yet Frederic’s courage was,equally ardent 
;and fublime, with that of the Macedonian, 
or the Swedilh Prince; while in cool, deli¬ 
berate, philofophic valor, he probably exceed¬ 
ed either. He well knew that his individual 
fall and that of the ftate were nearly fyno* 
famous; but fituated as he was, like a ftag 
at bay, he likewife felt that only the mbft 
defperate efforts could extricate him from 
a fituation which has hot perhaps jts parallel 
in the annals of the world. . As a laft reform 
he always carried about him the fame re* 
xnedy, to which Hannibal had recourfe in 
the* Court of Bithyriia. He would no more 
have been carried prifoner to Vienna, than 
would the Carthaginian General have been 
fed in chains to Rome. 

- Modern Jiiftory prefents no objeCt fo truly 
interefling as Frederic during the late waf* 
oppofed to two Emprelfes, and three 
Kings, making head at the fame tune, 
againft Auftria, Ruffia, Sweden, Franco, 
and Saxony, added to the German Empire. 
, ' The 
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The immenfe difproportion of force be¬ 
tween the parties; the length of time which 
the contefl lafled; the wonderful a&ivity, 
energy,and refourcesdifplayed by Frederic; 
his very defeats- and difeflers; finally, his 
triumphant termination of a war which 
threatened the total deftrudtion of the family 
pf Brandenburgh; all thefe circumftances 
tend to aftonifh and to fafcinate the mind.- 
It is probable that pofterity will contemplate 
them with encreafed admiration, through 
the medium of time. 

Great, however, as are liis military ta¬ 
lents, and juftly-merited as the encomiums 
on them may be; we fhould recolle£t that as 
a commander, he flood upon higher ground 
-than other men. Amenable in cafe of failure 
to no tribunal, he could a& without control, 
and could rifk his. crown at pleafure, on 
the event of a battle. He did fo in fa& 
mote than once. But, no General Officer 
would have dared to take upon him fo awful 
a refponfibility, or to commit to hazard fo 
vaft a flake. The fuperiority which his 
prefence, activity, and decifion of charafibr 
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gave ten, over commanders a&afig by e&£ 
famed or delegated, pdwehs, wds incafeidabiei 
Near otrght we to forget die diffcdrdunt prin¬ 
ciples of the great league which *he oppofed 
daring the late War. Elizabeth, Empnefs 
of Ruffia, his inveterate enemy, wan cown- 
tera&ed at every ftep, by her nephew, 
the unfortunate Peter, heir to the- Empire* 
whofe Angular attachment to Fredericequab 
fed or exceeded his aunt’s antipathy. Datfn 
and SoltjkofF, the Ruffian and Auftriairt 
Generals, never acted in real union to> a 
common point, or the Pruffian monarchy 
mod have fallen under the preflu re. “ The 
War of feven years" exemplifies in the ihoft 
ftriking manner, how difficult it is for any 
combination of States to overturn a Angle 

O 

Power, condu&ed with ability, defended with 
fpirit, and roufed to great exertions. 

His eneihies affert befides, hot without 
fome color of rearfbn, that the King -Was 
guilt}’ 6f many faults in the courfe of thofe 
campaigns, which detract not a little from 
his reputation as a General, and even as a 
man. Jdis temerity, his inflexibility, or 

his 
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this imprudence, produced tiip gr^atpfi, de- 
^t§'w^i<4ijie^xpefienced: TowardsMarfhai 
■Schwerin, who Jell a£ Prague, he is apcpfed 
;of hwfog behaved with injuftice, if pot with 
•ingratitude. Ijtis treatment of Finck, ip 
liiihplling him. after ,the furrender of his 
jarmyat flaxen, Was very fevere, if pot crueL 
He more than once cafhiered and ipiprifooed 
■officers of diftinguifhed merit, who had her 
(pomp grey, in his fo r vice, upon capricious, 
falfe, and imaginary grounds. It is pre^ 
tended with fome truth, that fie cannot-bear 
ja rival, even though, that rival fhoujd he a 
brother: a fubje& on which I may have 
occaiion to fay inore, >yfoen I fpeak pf Prine$ 
Henry of Pruffia, $11 thefe accu&tipos, bow- 
.ever well founded they may be, o»%. tend 
to prove, that with fome of the great# qualh 
ties, he is not exempt from many of the errors 
and dftfofts ever attached to huma» flafowe. 

It is a very difputable point, .wheftter 
Frederic is naturally generous, or pewifons. 
Perhaps, from chara&er he inches *9 
frugality ; but. from policy ■ at. leafo, _ht 
•hnpws how jp .givja..wjkth ,inwhhcp$GP. 

proper 


Digitized by 


142. MEMOIRS to THg • 

proper occafions. If We appreciate the 
generality of Princes; if we reflect Irani 
what lource its means are principally derived; 
and if we conlider the objeCts on which it is 
frequently lavilhed ; we lhall incline to ap¬ 
prove, rather than to cenfure, the King’s par- 
fimony of the public treafure. He has be- 
fides, peculiar juftifications of the moll cogent 
hind. His barren provinces, for fuch the 
greater portion of them may with truth be 
denominated, cannot maintain an imraenle 
army, and an expenfive Court. He wifely 
lacrifices therefore fplendour, parade, and 
oftentation, to real greatnefs. Manufactures, 
arts, agriculture, population, are the objeCts 
on Which he expends his revenues. He is 
not only free from debt, and poffefied of 
vail funds ready for emergency; but his do¬ 
minions have in a great mealure recovered 
from the ravages and calamities of the late 
war. A wife adminiftration, in the Ihort 
(pace of only fifteen years, has rendered him 
capable of bringing into the field a more nu¬ 
merous, and a better appointed army, than 
lie had at the ? commencement of hoflilities 
‘ • in 
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-in 1756. Such are the effe&s of rigid and 
fyfiematical economy! 

If however; it were neceflary to cite ex¬ 
amples of his generality towards individuals^ 
many well-attefted inftances are to.be pro¬ 
duced. The wife of his friend Guichart, 
-(whom he named in ridicule Quintas 
Icilius, and who is better known by that 
denomination,) experienced from him great 
liberality. Guichart enjoyed during many 
years, a diftinguifhed place in Frederic s 
intimacy, was oonftantly admitted to his 
-table, and ufually remained the laft of any 
perfon in his chamber, after he was in bed. 
•They Had frequent quarrels, followed by 
as frequent reconciliations. After Gui- 
chart's death, the King purchafed his library, 
for, which he paid near fifteen hundred 
pounds fterling to his widow. He adde 4 
befides, a prefent to her of fix thoufand 
dollars, and a penfion of four thoufand 
more. General Lefchwitz, an officer of 
high merit, who had rendered many 
fervices in the courfe of the late war, re?- 
oeived from him no remuneration during 
. feveral 
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leveiJal years : but when fee ieaft exr 
pe&ed it, he was agreeably furprbzed ,by 
a donation of lands from his mailer, 
worth more than twenty thoufand pounds 
fterling. It was accompanied by a letter 
that enhanced its value, couched in the 
moft gracious and afie6Uonate terms. Qflir 
jeers, whofe conduct and circumftances 
render them proper objects of his atten¬ 
tion, frequently receive pecuniary proofc 
of his hounty. It muft however, on the 
other hand, be admitted, that he is capable 
. of imbibing very infurmountable pre<- 
judices. Like his father, he is irafcible, 
capricious, inflexible, violent in his aver¬ 
sions ; and cbnfequently he is on many 
occafions oppreflive, unfeeling, and unjuft c 
infirmities of chara&er which augment, an 
is too natural, with his years and bodily 
complaints. 

In no refpeft, perhaps, is his adraini- 
ftration more unwife, as well as more odious, 
than in his commercial regulations. He 
injures trade, and impoverilhes every clafe 
feu fubjefts by tha . impofition of 
- .. exorbU 
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«xofbihmt duties. Even the 'inode of 
their colle&jiQn is unpopular and impoli¬ 
tic, as he employs French coftom-houfe 
officers, who are qaturally obje&s of 
general deteftation. This fyftem, equally 
erroneous 'and pernicious, to which ne~ 
verthelefe Frederic pertiqaeioufly adheres; 
forms a problem hard to folve,' in the 
conduct of a Prince fo enlightened, and 
fo capable pf juftly appreciating his true 
interefts. The fed is certain, that oom- 
tnerce declines not only at Komg&erg, 

Stettin, and Me®nol; but. univerfaliy 
throughout his dominions. The King has, 
it is true, principles .relative to trade, ] 

which if they were only carried into 
pra&ice, are excellent. He -profefies to 
confider all monopolies as dpflru&ivfc arid 
injurious; yet, by an unaccountable inoan-* 
fifteiicy, no country abounds in them fo 
much as Prufiia. The immoderate dufciep, 
laid upon alraoft every article of import at 
export, rum the merchant. 

The partition of Poland, hue yectr* ago, 

•by which ib fertile, populous, uad^exteafore 
. *o&. i. L atra& 


Digitized by Google 




•144 - MEMOIRS. Of THg j 

a tra6t of coUntiy was added to the PnlfRa* 
Crown; it was naturally: fuppofed, would 
enrich the city of Konigfberg* That 
capital; from its poiition, vicinity, and 
local advantages, feemed to bfr fp iplaped, 
as neceflhrily to attract thfe trade of the 
newly; acquired provinces. I am allured 
neverthelefe, by perfots whole teftimpny 
is Unexceptionable, : that lb far from 
having derived any benefit by the feizure 
of Pbhfh Pruflia; on the contrary, their 
commercial advantages are diminifhed lince 
that event. The caufes are fimgle and 
obvious; the part of Poland which pre- 
vioufly fiirnilhed Konigfherg with the molt 
valuable articles of exportation, is hi cOn- 
'fequence of the . late difmembenpent, 
become fubjeft to the empire of Ruflia. 

• Of courfe, its productions are carried down 
the Duna to Riga, indead of being tranf- 
, ported as heretofore, by. the rivers. Ruffe 
~.artd -Pmgel, to Konigfberg. I am far 
from aflerting that the Royal revenues 
,haye rreceived no increpfe by the acqui¬ 
sition. pfi Pplifii ;Pruffia; on the contrary, 
« w, . they 
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they ure much enbgggd. But, the Sove- 
jteign may be rich, awhile the majority of 
the people are poor, opprefied, and" wretch¬ 
ed: a political truth which is exemplified 
in many parts of the Pr uflian' dominions. , 
On a review of the .King’s charafter, 
we cagnot miftake the mafter-fpring of all 
his actions. Evejy paifiop ; and every. pur r 
fuit are evidently Subordinate to *b e agr 
grandieement of his koufe; to the fecurity 
and augmentation of his political power; 
Kuflia,. Saxony, Sweden, England, and 
France, haye ;been by turns his allies or 
his enemies, as circumfiapces have varied. 
The Cabinet of Vienna; alone he confidei? 
as iyfijematically inimical. Never was a 
Prince more calculated to elevate the family 
of Brandeiiburgh, at the expence of that of 
Auftfia. Silelia, the firft conqueft o^ las 
arms, has been retained againft the utmoft 
exertions- ef Maria Therefa, by eleven 
campaigns, by torrents of human blood* 
and by the gfeatef^ efforts;of military drill. 


He has fince acquired, without drawing the 

i a 

- ' v i* *'' 
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fabl'd, ai»)kr ptoViAee ftiil Sttbi% fefdfci, 
tthdhardly left efctehfive, PoHlta PruffiO. It 
comprehends the ittKtffe Of the rivet Villain, 
'from the gates of IPhotn to thofe of Dahtzic: 
and Jnehders hifci hikfter of the toeft Valuable 
exports of Polahd. fee has, in a word* fince 
hts aceeffioit, matfefidUy altered the balance 
of poWer hi Europe; ahd has hearty doubled 
in exte*nt, as 'hell ks ihl reventres, the terri¬ 
tories 'which devolved to him at the death 
t>f his father, abotft thhty-feven years ago. 

Upon no European Soveteign are the 
tregbids of mariltfed directed With fit much 
apprehehfion ahd felibftude, tit on Piederic. 
Trton his retreatfct **Bans Sofcbi,” though 
infirrh and declined in ye&MJ, he thU awes 
the £afoinets of the North, who tame by 
okpetienee his promptitude and eofo&ceo. 
At this moment he has fome^rhat above' 


two hundred thoufehd* efie&h% fokhers * 
'under arms, immonfe magazines* e&perb- 
«enced cOmmanders, Well-regulated renames* 
■and ate ample treafufce. ff to fo many 
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imputation, and the difcjplipe pf hi? tfpops, 
we {hall not wonder that he is formidably 
to his neighbours. To hi? fobje&s h e I® 
rather an qbje6t of admiration, pot wholly 
unmixed with terror, than of uffe&ioa. 
They derive a national vanity from the 
fome, the conquefts, and the talents of fiy 
great a Prince j but they pay dearly for 
bis celebrity and fttchievenvents. It is 
at the price of' their tranquillity that he. 
has gained his laurels; it is by the fame 
iacrffice that he mufr maintain them. 

The augmentation of the pruflian mo¬ 
narchy brings with it ro> relaxation of taxes, 
po alleviation of burdens., Op the con¬ 
trary, new levies and greater armies are 
requifite, in order to fuppnrt his acquifi- 
tions. He is compelled to liretch the 
nerves of the Sate, and • to exejrt efforts 
ahove its naturalftrengtb. The vicinity and 
jeaLoufy ®f Auftria, added to the prodigious 
extent cif territory ; pofieflhd by Maria 
Therefo, render. his. tenure of Silefia in 
no fnaall degree io&cure. While Frederic 
i L 3 himfelf 
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himfelf furvives, to regulate the machind 
which with fo much labour and ability he 
has conftru&ed, all things may continue 
profperous. But, it is difficult to calculate 
how far his death will convulfe or disjoint 
a complicated fyftem, demanding fuch a 
fariety of talents. There are not wanting 
per Ions here, as well as all over Germany* 
^ho confider die termination of his life, 
ns the aera from which will be dated the 
decline and fall of the Pniffian monarchy. 
Time alone can ftiew whether thefe prei 
di&ioAs are founded in truth. 

■ The portrait of Frederic which I have 
endeavoured' to trace, is, I am confcious, 
very defective and imperfect. There are 
many features of his mind and chara&er, on 
which I have not touched, or over which 
I have pafled lightly. In order to da 
complete jufticer to the merits and demerits 
of fuch a Prince, we muft ftand at a greater 
diftance from him. It does not belong to 
the prefent age to decide finally, whether he 
|s, or is not entitled to the epithet of Great. 
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Louis the Fourteenth has been already def- 
poiled of that title, conferred on him by the 
adulation of his contemporaries. Peter the 
Firft feems to have retained it by univerfal 
confent. Pofterity will pafs fentence on 
Frederic, and will judge of him impartially. 
.Perhaps I have not been able to do fo al¬ 
together myfelf. If I were called upon how* 
-ever, to declare whether the picture which 
I have here drawn, is on the whole, a flatter¬ 
ing, or an unfavourable likenefs, I fhould 
nqt hefitate to fay that it leans towards the 
former. Or at leaft, thatil could without 
violating truth, have fomewhat darkened 
ihe fhades, and diminifhed the lights: but 
it is an ungrateful talk to feekforandto 
dilclofe the vices, while we dwell with fatis- 
faftion on the great endowments of the 
fovereign and the man. 


*4 
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LETTER V. 

ficvietc qf the principal campaigns of Preterit 
the Second.> — MoUzeitz*—.Anecdote of MarJJiat 
Neuperg.—Jjozoq/itz.—Battle qf Prague 
Anecdotes rqfpeBing it.—CharaBer of Mar, 
Jhal Dawn.—Particulars qf the battle qf 
Colin. — Bojbach. — Lija.—Siege of Olmutz .— 
Zorndorf.—Battle of HoKkircken.—Death of 
Marfhal Keith.—Particulars of the Battle of 
Cunetfdoif.^-Surrender qf Pmck % at Maxen. 
— fmdjhut.—JLign itz.—Battle cf Torgau .—< 
Dejperatc JkidatSm of the King in 
Death''of EKxabeth, Emprqfs qf 
Freyb&g.—Peace cf HubertJburg.—HfleC, 
.thus, on the King's conduB during the war .'— 
■fits treatment of the Saxons.—Confitution of 
the Pruffian army.—Foreign Troops. — D&- 
fertion. — Jeiqs.—Invalids. 

• Berlin, October, 29th, I777. 

X fter paving contemplated the King 
himfelf in fo many points of view, it 
may ftill be an inftru6tive occupation, to 
furvey the brilliant portions of his reign. 
The campaigns in which the Pruffian mo¬ 
narchy 
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jaarchy has been hazarded, or by which it 
has been preferved and extended fince his 
acceffion, are fo numerous, as to furnifh 
matter of inexhanftible refleftion. Of the 
officers who diftinguifhed themfelves in 
the firft and fecond Sileiian wars, between 
1741 and 1745, few indeed now remain. 
Except Frederic himfelf, the old Prince of 
Severn, and Ziethen, hardly a General of 
eminence has furvived. But, the events 
of the kite war which began in 1756, an# 
Hill recent} and they form a pleaiing, as 
well as a frequent fubje& of conversation 
in every company. Let us. caft our eye; 
rapidly over its principal features, which 
offer the moft animating pi&ure ever pte- 
fented tq the human mind. In Antiquity* 
the fecond Punic w ar can alone be oppofed 
to it .for duration, as well as for interest and 
importance. 

' The great eirterprize by which Frederio 
rendered himfelf known to foreign nations* 
pnd attjra&ed their notice, alnaoft immediate-* 
ly after his accelfion, \yas thp invaiion of 

Silefia. 
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Silefia. We muft not perhaps, examine tod 
Clofely, whether it was perfe6tly juft or mag¬ 
nanimous to attack a Princefs with whom he 
had no quarrel; and whofe diftrefled fitua- 
tion rather claimed proteftion, than ought to 
have provoked hoftility. His pretentions to 
Silefia were unqueftionably well founded, 
though they were of an antient date, and 
were only revived at that jun6ture,on account 
of the apparent facility which the death of 
the emperor Charles the Sixth offered, for 
making them effective. The battle of Moll- 
witz, a little village in Upper Silefia, confirm- 
. ed to Pruffia that valuable acquifxtion. It 
took place on the 10th of April 1741, and is 
the firft general a6tion in which the King 
was ever prefent; though he had ferved under 
Prince Eugene, in the Imperial army, befor^ 
Philipfburg, during the inglorious campaign 
of 1734. Marfhall Neuperg commanded 
the Auftrians at Mollwitz j the fhperiority of 
whofe cavalry had nearly decided the fortune 
of the day, and perhaps the future fate ef 
Frederic himfelf, It is admitted that- he 
• waa 
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Was borne away in the rout of his troops ; 
and it is not lefs certain that to the abilities 
of Schwerin, he was principally indebted 
for fnatching from the Auftrian General 
the vi&ory, which he had almoft gained. 
Thole who attribute the King’s flight to 
a want of perfonal courage, mull how¬ 
ever know his character very imperfe&ly. 
Any fuch imputation is contradicted by 
the whole tenor of his life. But it is 
aflerted, and I believe not without teafon, 
that he never cordially forgave Schwerin 
for having rendered a fervice too im¬ 
portant in itlfelf, as well as too wounding 
to the vanity of a Sovereign fuch as Fre¬ 
deric. 

More than two years afterwards, in 1743, 
his late Britannic Majefty George the 
' Second, being at his head-quarters at 
Worms, a Ihorfc time fubfequent to the 
battle of Dettingen ; entertained at dinner 
a number of Englilh, Auftrian, and Ha¬ 
noverian officers. The battle of Mollwitz 
having been mentioned in the courfe of 
oonverlation, the King, either by accident 

or 
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or by intention* allied of thofe wh<> fee 
near him, what General commanded the 
Austrians in that action? Marlhal Neuperg 
was one of the perfons prefent, &fid imme¬ 
diately , laying down his knife and fork; 
44 C’eft moi, Sire,” feid he, “ qui ai com* 
44 raande dans cette bataille, et jo I’m pefdi* 
44 par ma propre fame.” So ingenuous 
and fo unexpefted an avowal, produced aft 
vniyerfal lilence. The King himfetf feemed 
to be embarraffed and concerned^ “ I re- 
**■ peat. Sire,” continued the Marlhall, 4 ‘that 
“ I loft the battle by my owjn fault. The 
* Croats, upon whofe vjgjlence and alert- 
nefs to difcover^ the motion# of the 
“ enemy, I relied too implicitly, deceived 
** me. I had pofted parties of them npon 
44 every road hy which the Pruftians could ' 
44 poilibly advance; but ; they abandoned 
u themfelyes to pillage and intoxication. 

44 . Notice was brought me that, his Prufe 
44 fiari Majefty, at.the head of his;forces, 

44 prepared to give me battle. $0t> not 
44 , having received ’ any intelligence from 
44 my Croats, l eoyld fioK credit the in-** 

4 , 4 formation. 
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* formation. It was not till the Profftan 
** columns were preparing to form, that 
“ my own eyes undeceived me. I then 
** made die heft difpofittons in my power ; 
** and if they were not as fuccefsful as they 
** might have been, I only am to blame.” 
A nobleman who was prefewt on the occa¬ 
sion recounted to tike this fa&, which re¬ 
dounds highly to the honour of Marihal 
NeUperg’s candour and fuperiority oifraind, 
however it may feem to detrafit from his 
military reputation. 

The two Siicfian wars, as they are com¬ 
monly denominated, from the name of the 
province which formed the fubjefit of con- 
teft; were fucceeded by a period of repoie 
that lMfedeteren years. This is the golden 
age of Prttffia, when the King, in the prime 
-of late,. ooVefed with laurels earned in the 
-field, cultivated the arts of peace, 'and 
teemed to have renounced a wiih for fur¬ 
ther crmquefts. Content with having 
hdded an erxtenfive apd beautiful province 
<tb his dominions, he scared only to poor 

ferve, 
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ferve, and to tranlmit it to his fticcellbra 
But, the Court of Vjenna, which never for a 
moment loft fight of Silefia, fecretly medi- 
tated, in conjunction with that of Drefden, 
to reduce the power of Pruffia. Elizabeth, 
Emprefs of Rufiia, impelled more by motives 
of perfonal animofity towards Frederic, than 
firom any found political reafons, joined 
Maria Therefa. Sweden likewfte was in¬ 
duced to declare war,almoft without pretext. 
The German empire followed the impulfe of 
its Eleftive Head; and even France, which 
for ages had been the enemy of Auftria, fud- 
denly uniting with her adverfary, laboured 
to deftroy the only power which could let 
limits to its ambition, 

Frederic, inftead of deprecating lb vaft 
a combination, or temporizing till the ftorm 
was paflfed; having penetrated their inten¬ 
tions, did not hefitate to anticipate them. 
With his ufual decifion of character, he burft 
in upon Saxpny during the fiunmer of 1756, 
and made himfelf mafter of Drefden; while 
Auguftus the Third,.King of Poland, unahlejp 
: oppofe 
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«ppofe the torrent, retired with his forces to 
-Pima, where his army occupied a poft deem? 
ied jnattiekable. The King leaving a body 
-of troops to block the Saxon camp, rapidly 
^entered Bohemia, where the Auftrians were 
.advancing to extricate their allies. Under 
-.tliefe circiimftances took place the battle of 
Lowofitz, pn the firft of 0 Cipher. It was 
fought among the mountains and defiles, 
'upon the direCt road fromDrefden to Prague; 
.and Frederic {hared no lefs the danger than 
the honour of the day. With inferior num¬ 
bers and under great difed vantage of ground, 
he attacked, broke, and at length drove 
-the enemy from their pofition. MarlhaJl 
Count Brown, who commanded the troops 
' of Maria Therefa, has been much cenfur- 
,ed for the difpofitioos which he made at 
- I/jwofitz. He was neverthelefs, a General 
of diftinguilbed merit and great experi¬ 
ence.; though perhaps too active and en- 
terprizing in his temper, when it is confidered 
that he was to oppofe fuch an antagonift as 
. thp King of Pruffia, 

i... * ' The 
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The battle of Lowofitz cannot by any means 
be reckoned among the number of thctfe de¬ 
ceive viftories, in which the rout of the beaten 
army is complete. Far from being vanquiftv 
ed, the Auftrians only retired on the enfuing 
day, and occupied a new position behind 
the river Eger, a few miles diftant; nor 
did Frederic, at fo advanced a feafon, ven¬ 
ture to profecute his adyantage. But, all 
the fruits of vi6tory neverthelefs attended 
it, fince he thereby incapacitated Marfhal 
Brown from extending afliftance to the 
Saxons. That unfortunate body of forces, 
furrounded on all fides at Pima, deftitote of 
provifions, and cut. off from fuccours; after 
holding out to the laft extremity, were re¬ 
duced to furrender themfelve6 prifoners of 
war. Auguftus the Third, King of Poland, 
and Eleftor of Saxony, abandoning his here¬ 
ditary dominions, had previoufly fet out for 
Warfaw; leaving his Queen a,nd his family 
to the mercy of the conqueror, as Darius did 
after, the battle of Iftus. If Frederic did 
not equal Alexander; in ceurtely towards 
- .1 liis 


Digitized by Google 


COURT bf r BERLIN, 4 TC. l'6f 

his captives ;'yet, 15 y this able and decifive 
ftroke, at the commencement of the conteft, 
he turned the weapons of the enemy againft 
themfelves ) covered Brandenburgh, while 
he became mafter of Saxony; and was 
enabled-to begin the campaign of 1757, 
by offenfive operations in - the heart of 
Bohemia. 

' That extraordinary campaign, the moft 
' fertile in battles, reveries, and great events, 
of any prefented by modem hiftory, opened- 
with the memorable irruption of Frederic 1 
into Bohemia, followed by the battle of 
Prague, which was fought under the walls of 
the city itfelf on the 6th of May. Few actions 
have been more obflinately difputed ; and 
there was a moment, when victory feemed 
on the point of declaring in favour of the Aus¬ 
trians. Marihal Count Brown commanded 
them, conjointly with Prince Charles of Lor- 
rain. To the defperate courage, and perhaps to 
the wounded fenfibility of Marihal Schwerin, 
the Pruffians were eminently indebted for 
tire vi&ory which they gained. It is unquef* 
tionable - that the infantry under his com- 
; voi». 1. m mand 
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m^n4 gave way, and. appeared ready to 
turn their hacks. The Riftg indignant at 
tiie fight, and rendered almoft frantic by 
the profpe& of defeat, rode up to the 
Marfhal,;and reproached him infevere terms, 
for the mifbehaviour of his troops. Touched 
to the ipiiek by treatment fo unmerited, 
Schwerin inftantly feized the ftandard of bis 
regiment; and imitating the example of the 
Deeii, devoted himfelf to death. Ruling 
into the thickeft ranks of the Auftrians, he 
Called on his foldiers to follow him. They 
did fo with enthuliaftn, and foon fnatched 
from the enemy their temporary advantages. 
But Schwerin was killed ahnoft immediately, 
by three balls which he received in the 
bread, one of which pierced his heart* He 
was not lefs deeply lamented by his matter, 
than was, Le Fort by Peter the Great j and 
Frederic has immortalized the circumftances 
that accompanied his death, by erecting a 
ttatue to his memory, in one of the 
principal Squares of Berlin* Schwerin is 
there reprefented .precifely as he fell, the 
colours clafped in his hand,, and in the a& 
14 ; of 
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of expiring. The .monument cowmemor 
rates at once the fj»iky of the Sowem^, 
and fhemerits of the General. 

Prince Charles Lichtenftein, who wne 
prefent in the battle of Prague* and who 
held .at that time a djftiftgnilhed rank m the 
Auftrian cavalry, ha» related, to me many 
intereftiiig particular, jefpeftiftg; thai-roe* 
roorabk -engagement. The wither had 
been for feme day? previous jto it, vocOSUr 
mohljbhot and dry.: Nothing -could exceed 
the clouds of dud. Ivhich dew up after the 
a&km commenced; and when the left wing* 
which was . under Prinqe Charles of Gotv 
rains command, retreated precipitately into 
Prague, >tbe whirlwinds of duft grew fo 
violent, that <it became almoft ipnpqfobsfo 
any longer to diftinguiih the blue, from the 
whine uniforms. Marfotd Brown having 
received a wound from, a caonfw bslb 
which; fpHntered Ids leg, the' ocmfoAon 
augmented among the .Auftriafls, who ftod 
on every . tide. Predado, vi&orious, bud 
fiege to Prague* end foemed to he no the 
{mint of making frifowm the fumy .foul up 
ms in 
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in the city. But, his own temerity, rather 
than the inconftancy of fortune, extricated 
the Emprefs Queen from a fituation fb full 
of danger. 

Prince Charles Lichtenftein had a brother 
named Philip, who ferved, as well as bhnfelf, 
in the Imperial troops, and who fell in the 
a£tion at Prague. No Officer in the army 
was of more unqueftionable courage, or more 
•warmly attached to his profeffion- It being 
evident, from the rapid march and difpofi* 
tions of the King of Pruffia, that he intended 
as foon as he was joined by the column 
tinder Marfhal Schwerin, to attack-’ the 
'Auftrians; every preparation was made-to 
receive them, and every requifite order was 
ifiued by Marfhal BroWn, on the evening 
preceding the battle. The principal officers 
were enjoined to be at their refpe&ivepofts 
by day-break; arid Prince Charles having 
been orv horfeback for -feveral hours, -had 
retired to his tent, meaning to-take fome 
repofe. But, • fcarefely had be lain down 
and fhllen- afleep, when-he was awakened, by 
his brother Philip, who fhook himg and told ' 
* • 17 ~ him 
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him that he had fomething to impart of 
moment. “Do it then briefly," anfwered 
he, “ for I am very fleepy, and we ihall 
“ be called be times to piorrow,” “ Charles,'* 
faid Prince Philip,* " I believe yon do 
“ not queftion my courage, nor think 
“ me capable of being deprefled.in mind at 
“ the profpeCt of a battle; but I have been 
“ fo unaccountably deje&ed all this day, and 
“ I am fo convinced of my foiling, to-morrow 
“ in the field, that I could enjoy no tram 
“ quillity of mind till I had come to you. 
“ There are fome directions relative to my 
“ concerns, which I muft entreat you to 
“ receive, after which I Ihall be perfectly at 
“ eafe." Prince Charles, far from .comply¬ 
ing with his brother s defire, and vexed to 
be fo difturbed, rallied him on his weaknefs, 
refufed to liften to his ftory, and fent him 
away to his quarters; defiring that his repofo 
might be no more interrupted^ as he ihould. 
have fo much occupation on the enfuing. 
day. Repulfed in this manner, Philip re¬ 
luctantly withdrew to his tent; while his 
M 3 . brother 
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brother, like Don Mathias de Sylv 4 iri “ <5dl 

felli," foon rclapted into a found deep. 

ftdffl this ftate of iafenfibility, he wa* 4 
focowd time routed by Prince Philip, though 
ttdt Mthottt difficulty. “ It is vain, Charles,* 
' laid he, M that you treat me with levity; or 
**' ridicule: my hour is come, and to-morrow 
I lhafi fall. I mull infill upon it therefore, 
u that you take down my lad; requeHs, which 
* fhaH be very brief, and cannot detain you 
** beyond a few minutes.” Half a deep, as 
well as out of humour at being fo repeatedly 
attacked, Prince Charles at length took a 
pencil, and haftily committed to paper fome 
fhovt heads of teftamentary difpofitions die- 
fated by his brother, • They refpefted prin¬ 
cipally his miff refs and his creditors at Vienna; 
this done, he again retired. ' On the follow¬ 
ing day, having been Wounded by a tmrfket 
hall, he Was carried to his tent; from whence 
after having been dreffed, he infifted oh 
returning' to the held. The furgeon and 
attendants endeavoured to withhold him; 
hut, neither entreaties nor expoftulationa 
codd prevent his following the impulfe of 

his 
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his courage and his duty. He foonreceivM 
a iecond wound, Which terminated his life in 
the prime of youth. Hadlie efcaped unhurt, 
his predi&ion would have been oonfidetfed 
only as an idle dream, and never commetnoi 
rated. It is the accidental accoittpHfttmeni 
which imprefles it oh the imagination. 

I return to the King of Pfuflia. If that 
Prince would have been fatisfied to ptofeeutt 
the liege of Prague with vigour, it is not onty 
highly probable, but almoft certain, that hi 
tnuft have become mafter of the place* and 
confequently have made Prince Charles of 
Lorrain and his numerous army prlfoixew of 
war. Or, if renouncing the attempt t6 entef 
Prague, he had only purfued without delay 
the flying enemy, during the flrft impreffloit 
of their defeat; it is not left prdbablC that M 
might have carried all before him, arid havo 
advanced to the banks of the Danube, Of to 
the walls of Vienna* The Auftrkms required 
conliderable time to rally, and to collect new 
forces; by allowing it them, Frederic com¬ 
mitted an irreparable error. Relying too much 
on his paft fuceeft, and trading to fortune, 
m 4 in 
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in contradiction to the remonftrances of 
Marihal Keith, he ventured to leave a part of 
his army before Prague, to continue the fiege, 
while he marched in perion to give battle 
with the remainder. At this critical juncture 
Daun came forward; the Fabius of the Auf- 

V >. . “ 

trians, who by his conftitutional caution, was 
wonderfully well adopted to make head againft 
p Prince of Frederic’s character. He was of a 
noble family, and bad long ferved with dif- 
finCtion in the Imperial forces. Naturally 
phlegmatic, and often irrefolute, he required 
to be impelled, rather than reftrained. Of 
infurmountable coolnefs, no dangers ruffled, 
and no reveries deprefled him. In his. friend 
General Lacy, who accompanied him, he 
found the qualities which nature had denied 
fo, himfelf; decifion, activity, and energy, 
To Lacy’s advice and exhortations, was in 
faCt due much of the fame acquired by Daun, 
who highly efleemedhim, and confulted him* 
on all occasions of emergency. , 

The flories which aye related of Daun’s 
felf-pofieffion in the article of danger excite a 
degree of admiration, and. almoft of incre-, 

, dulity. 
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dtdity; Count Stuart, "an officer of Scotch 
.extraction, yho ferved under him during a 
great part of the war; affined me that at the 
battle of Hohkirchen in 1758, he faw Daun 
giving fome directions to a colonel of artillery, 
tyhen a cannon ball took off his head. . The 
Marffial, though he was fo clofe as to be co¬ 
vered with the blood, neither turned afide, 
nor uttered a word, nor made the fmalleft. 
motion. Perfectly calm, he only addrefted 
himfelf to the next artillery officer in rank, 
ordering him to execute the commiffion with 
which he had charged the other. It is well 
known that on another occaiion, riding out 
with General Serbelloni to reconnoitre the 
Pruffian forces, they were repeatedly fired at 
by parties poited in the hedges. The ffiot 
Hying about their heads, Daun was prudently 
preparing to retire; but Serbelloni, pointing 
with his finger to an objeCt which he wiffied 
the Marffial to remark, exclaimed, “ Cbs ne 
“ font que des m'ouches.” An inftant after¬ 
wards, amulket ffiot (battered his hand; when 
Daun turning quietly round, only faid,“ lime 
“ paroitau moins, que les mouches ont piques/’ 

It 


Digitized by Google 




I76 MEMOIRS OF THE 

It was at Colin that Frederic for the firft 
time fully experienced the inftability of for¬ 
tune. His preceding vi6tories appear to 
have fomewhat intoxicated him, and to have 
induced him to truft tob much to the fupe- 
Jiority of his genius, or his arms. Marfhal 
Brow‘h having been rendered incapable of 
commanding, in confequence of his wound; 
and Prince Charles of Lorrain being fhut up 
in Prague; Daun collected the fbattered re¬ 
mains of the Auftrians, who were foon joined 
by new forces. About eleven o’clock in the 
morning of the 18th of June 1757, his 
Pruffian Majefty appeared in fight, and in- 
ftantly prepared for battle. JDaun’s head¬ 
quarters were ftationed at the little village of 
Chotzemitz, near the town of Colin, on an 
eminence; from whence, with a telefcope in 
his hand, he calmly and attentively furveyed 
every difpofition of his enemy . He remarked 
them long in filence; and at length taking 
the glafs from his eye, “ Ma foi,” faid he, 
“ il me femble que Ie Roi doit perdre ay- 
** jourd’huy/* 

Frederia 
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Frederic commenced tile attack, after a 
variety of manoeuvres, at two in the after- 
noon. The Auftrians, in the beginning were 
thrown into fuch condition, that Marihal 
Daun, appreheniive of an entire defeat, ifiued 
orders) for fecuring his retreat, and for re¬ 
moving the artillery without delay. But, 
two regiments of Saxons newly raifed, con¬ 
fiding principally of young recruits who had 
fcarcely feen any fervice, were highly infirm 
mental in checking the ardour of the Pruffi- 
ans. They repuHed, and finally drove back 
tlie enemy. Another extraordinary circum- 
fiance impoffible to have been forefeen, 
materially contributed to decide ultimately 
the fate of the action in favour of Dauh. One 
of the Prufimn columns as it marched up, 
was annoyed by a party of Croats Rationed 
in a wood, who kept up a brifk fire on their 
fkmk. The King when informed of it, di£ 
pached an Aide-de-camp to order a regiment 
of the cofertnn to enter the wood, and to 
diflodge the Croats. But, the officer who 
Carried the meffage, forgot, or negle&ed to 

• caufo, 
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caufe the column at the fame time to ad* 
.vance.. On the contrary, it was. flopped for 
si confiderable time, while the regiment fent 
to attack the Croats, executed that com- 
miflion. If inflead of halting, the column 
had rapidly filled, up the interval, had ad¬ 
vanced, opened, apd formed; it was fuppofed 
they might have done great execution, and 
perhaps- have totally changed the afpe£t of 
affairs. When atlaft they came up, it was 
.too late to be of any effectual fervice. 
-The King made feveral defperate efforts to 
.carry by force the'Auftrian lines.; but, his 
troops, diiheartened and fatigued, could, not 
be induced to continue their attacks, ; To¬ 
wards eight in the evening, the a&ion. ceafed, 
the Prufiians fled, and the rout became 
general. Frederic, compelled tp raife the 
iiege of Prague- precipitately,, evacuated 
Bohemia, and retired in fome difbrder to¬ 
wards the confines. of Saxony . - 

Never was . vi&ory more opportunely 
gained, nor more important in its confe- 
quences; The Auftrian army, inclofed within 
the walls of Prague, prefled by famine, and 

diminifhed 
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dirmrtiftiechby licknefs, could not-ldhg have 
held out the place. Nor, had'Datin 'been 
vanquiffied .at Colin, could any new efficient 
body "of forces - have- been fpeedily oppofed 
to the Pftifflans. They might have advanced 
to the vicinity of Vienna, - and have driven 
Maria Therefa from her capital, as had been 
done fixteen years before by - the French and 
Bavarians. So fignafa fervice juftly pro-* 
cured Daun a prodigious reputation, and 
the death of Marihal Brown naturally placed 
him in the fupreme command, of the Auf- 
trian armies. Brown expired at Prague, in 
confequence of his wound, accelerated by a 
confumptive habit of body. His enemies 
pretended'that the chagrin which he felt at 
Daun's extraordinary fuccefs, when con- 
trafted with his own recent defeats at Prague,, 
and at Lowofitz, haftened his end. He affect¬ 
ed however, to participate in the general 
congratulations offered to Daun on the vic¬ 
tory of Colin; and as a teftimony of His 
efteem for him, Brown ordered his beft Eng- 
lilh horfe to be carried to |hat commander, 

. as. 
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as fooa as he received the intelligence, which 
he fijmved only a few days. 

A melancholy reverie now fucceeded to the 
late rapid conqueft of Frederic. Inftead of 
overrunning Bohemia, and penetrating thro' 
Moravia, into Auitria, as he expected to have 
done, he could fcaroely main tain himfelf in 
Saxony. The victorious troops of Daun not 
only prefl’ed him upon his rear, but in a great 
meafure recovered Silefia: while on the other 
fide, the army of the German Empire, united 
with the forces of France, advanced to attack 
him through Thuringia. The lame Prince* 
who in June appeared to be on the point of 
dictating peace, as a conqueror at the gate3 
of Vienna; before the clofe of O&ober, 
doubted whether he lhould be able to defend 
bis patrimonial dominions from the attacks 
and inroads of his enemies. But the cam. 
paign of 1757 exhibits from its commence-* 
roenfc to its termination, an unparalled chain 
of reveries and vicrflitudes. At the moment 
when winter uas already begun, and . the 
refpe6tivearmies preparing to retire, Frederic, 
by two decifive victories completely extri¬ 
cated 
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cated his aftairs, and refumed all his-former 
afcendancy. 

Roibach, a little village not far from the 
banks of the river Saal in Thuringia, wag 
the fcene of the firft of tliefe memorable 
a&ions. It took place on the fifth of Novem¬ 
ber; and like the “ battle of the Spurs,” in the 
fifteenth centnry, might rather be denomi¬ 
nated a rout than an engagement. The 
allied army was led by two chiefs; the forces 
of the Empire being commanded by the. 
prince of Saxe-Hilburghaufen, while the 
French auxiliary troops were under the or¬ 
ders of the Prince of Soubife. The fuperiority 
of the Prufiian manoeuvres was aided no lefs 
by the temerity of the enemy previous to 
the engagement, than by their fubfequent 
panic. Scarcely did they make any refin¬ 
ance for more than half an hour. During 
the interview between the Emperor and the 
King of Prufiia, in 1770, at Neuftadt in 
Moravia, Frederic gave his Imperial Majef- 
ty a mojft humorous and ludicrous defcrip- 
tion of the battle of Roibach; in the couria 
of which he treated the French with the 

utmoft 
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utmoft feyerity of ricidule. General Noftitz* 
•who was prefent, affured me of the faCfc. In** 
deed, whatever may be his Pruffian Majefty’s 
partiality towards the French language, 01* 
nation, he is known to hold their military 
difcipline and taClics in the utmoft contempt. 

But the vi6tory at Rolbach, however 4 
brilliant, by no means liberated the King 
from his difficulties, which appeared to be 
infuyrtiountable. It was neceflary to gain 
another battle not lefs .decifive, over the 
Austrians; who after taking Schweidrtitz, had 
attacked and defeated the Pruffians, en¬ 
trenched under the cannon of Breflau,' 
That city itfelf, the capital of Silefia, 
unable to refill an army of eighty thoufand 
men, had furrendered; while the ffiatterecf 
remains of the Prince of Beverffs final! 
force was reduced to abandon any fur¬ 
ther attempt to Hop their progrefs. Such 
was ftill the defperate fituation *of his 
affairs in Silefia, when Frederic gained 
the battle of Lifla, on the 4th of De¬ 
cember. The incapacity and mHcondu& , 

• * of 
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of Prince Charles of ■' Lor rain, who- com¬ 
manded the Auftri&n forces, enabled tKb 
•King, with inferior numbers* and in the 
fpace of left than three hours, nearly to 
annihilate that formidable- army. Indead 
of remaining within Ihs entrenchments, 
where he would have' been inattabkable,- 
Prince Charles unneceflarily advanced, and . 
offered Frederic battle. Silefia was the prize 
for which they contended, and it immedi¬ 
ately returned to the conqueror. Scarcely 
•could the furvivors of the defeat at Lilia, 
-reduced to one-third of their original num¬ 
bers, reach Bohemia; where, I am affined, 
•twenty thoufand Auftrians were carried into 
the hofpitals. . 

Prince Jofeph Lobkowitz, who was prefent 
ift the adion at Lifla, was fent * on the 
following morning to the field of battle ; 

4 fufpenfion of arms foir twenty-four;hours 
having been granted, in order toalfow 
time to bury the dead;- The cold ;of the 
night was extremely fevers ajrd I have 
Vol. i. N heard 
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-heard him the Ipqftuclp whiebpi^r 

&®t4d .rtfeif pO> )m »ey, ¥ras fuqb ?s np 
daegttftgB.COnW 5«$ de%ibe; greutpupabem 
orf the men and frorfe? who had fallen on the 
preceding day, isweiniug hpdf frozen, and 
jfcheir limbs fixed in ( the altitudes of pain or 
fliflortion in vdfieh they had expired. Nor 
jwas the .flight of the Auftrians after the en¬ 
gagement) left .deftru&ive to them, $an had 
-been the nation itfetf. /Coippgflad, almpfl, 
deftitute ofbagg^ge or neceflari^f,ft> paft the 
defiles which ftpartte SUefiafirom Ifohgjnia, 
andpurfiiedbythe Prufliftns-; thnafendafunt 
gander the weight of their nuhs, and perjftmd 
amidft the Jnows, of hunger, cold,and fttjgue; 
or were maflacred by the peafants. After 
five great battle?, in four <jf which the King 
had been, prefent, and in threpofyvhich b? 
bad been ^ftorioiw; Jje ftilf retained ppfi- 
feflbn of Saxonyi had reconquered 
and menaced the! Empreft Queen with 4 
new irruption into i. her dbwnia^pn thf 
return of fpripgi 0 . .*2 •«• .... , 
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* 'The campaign Bf 1758,’ left hfiilliitritl and 5 
varied‘thaft tlieonewhich we have juft re-' 
vieWtfd-,' flifpfays tieverthelers the 1 firtn cha¬ 
racter and vaft resource's of Frederic, under 
Crrcumftances the moft aaverfe, augmented 
by defeat. After retaking SchwPidhitz,' the 
only J remaining acquisition of the enemy, 
be burftdnexpeCledly iftt!p ! Moravia, ejirly ip^ 
the fpririg 1 , and inverted Olmutz, the capital." 
Had? He’ fucceeded before it, nothing could 
have prevented his penetrating to Vienna. 
It is hoWevbr the opiriion of almoft every 
officer^ Pruffian, Auftrian, or Saxon, with 

- r r r 

WhomI ever converfed on the fubje6t, that 
the King aCted injudicioufly in directing his 
afih'S againft Moravia. If, lnftead of under- 
Md’nga fiege lb hazardous and difficult as 
Ottnutfc;- hh had eiitered ^ Bohemia early yj 
May, no’ilffb&uaf bppbfition could have been 
ftiade to him By Marfhal t)aun, whole army 
was &HT almoft wholly in the hofpital^ Buf 
While the Pruffians continued before Olmutz, 
that conifnander aftehibled his troops. 1 Lau- 
dohpj who- afterwards fighali^Cft ^ilnieif fo 
N 2 much 
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much in the fubfequent campaigns, having- 
defeated, a convoy of provifions on its way 
to the Pruflian camp, compelled Frederic to 
renounce his enterprize. He retired; but it 
was the retreat of a Lion, who turns upon his 
purfuers. Fruftrated, not vanquifhed; for¬ 
midable even in defeat; carrying with him 
all his artillery and his baggage, he left to 
Daun little more than a negative triumph. 

New and equally formidable enemies 
waited for him on the banks of the Oder, 
whom it was indifpenfable to expel from his 
dominions. .The Mufcovites, after ravaging 
the kingdom of Pruffia, had entered the 
Ele&orate of Brandenburgh, and were ad* 
vancing towards Berlin, conduced by Gene¬ 
ral Fermer. Frederic gave them battle at 
the little village of Zorndorf^ not; for from 
Cuftrin upon the Oder; and on his fide it 
might be termed a earhege, rather than an 
q&ion. But neither the fury of his artillery, 
the valor and difcipline of his infantry, nor 
the repeated charges of his cavalry, could 
compel the Ruffians to receded foot; much 

lefs 
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lefs to Him their backs, or take to flight. 
During near thirteen hours, from fix in the 
morning till feven in the evening of the 25th 
©fAuguft, they withftood, unmoved, every ef¬ 
fort of the Pruffian taCtics. After the flaughter 
of twertty-one thbufattd men, they ftill dis¬ 
dained to retreat, and night alone terminated 
the combat. 1 But the Ruffian commander, 
by immediately falling back towards Poland, 
while he feemed to yield the honor of the 
vifitory to Frederic, allowed him time like- 
wife to'fly to the aififtance of his brother. 

It was become neceflary to extricate 
Prince Henry, whom Daun had already 
fiirrounded in the vicinity of Drefden. 
The King’s approach effected this objeCt ; 
butr, hot content with obliging the Auftrians 
to abandon their project, he rafhly attempt¬ 
ed to opt off their communication with 
Bohemia, i Regardlefs of the advice and 
mmonftrances of 'Marlhal Keith, he per- 
fifted for. that puTpofe to occupy a pofition 
at the'‘village of Hohkirchen, near Baut¬ 
zen, m Lufatia. Keith predicted to him 

3 that 
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that hewould be there attacked by Daun, 
and aflerted that the poft was untenable? 
againft fuperior numbers. His apprehen- 
fions were flighted by the King, and. the 
event foretold by Keith took place, Fayor- 
edt by |he night and a thick fogs, Daun, on 
the i4tb of .Oftober, fltrpriaed the<P#uflian 
camp, drove, their troops from the' heights 
of Hohkjrchenj kad gained a figo&L vic¬ 
tory.. But. Fr&ferics grdateft. nndriioft 
irreparable ; lofe was that’ of Keith hssnfelfy 
who, after having raflifed the foldifere,: add', 
performed for more than three hburs all die 
ftih&ibns bf 4 confdmmate Generaly fell iff 
the church-yard bf the village# ihortaHy. 
wounded, r 

: Marihal Keith yttus bom in Scotlandy 
of a very ancient and noble family, which, 
ubhappily,.. front principles of geneituri, 
hut-, miftdken attachindnt tai the - exiled 
houfe of Stuaft, efigagfcd in the rdheUoonr 
of 1713,.againft .George the Firft.idDbkg* 1 
ed to quit bis native dountryyUe. enthreds 
into the .fefvice bf- Ruflaj !where ,hn 
15 : rofe 
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& 4 & to die Wink of Fielti-Marfttai? atodf 
afterward*' paflfed feta that of Frfedeftc fife 
SOc&idi By hiuV,-' tffeo' tehO^ ' how t* 
appreciate,'and' to rblhe :A^rttV l&itlh wad 
not tefk beloved than tefpddted. All hi# 
etfekioiif to Wrfelt: the 't’^ory ffoth r JD&uiir 
at* Hblikitchen,' wOte imfuedeftfid. 

Body, after he fell, ftripped and naked, Wa# 
carried into the church' of the village* and 
had upon a barrow, odvefed with a Croat's 
cloak. When- all tOflftance orr the part of 
the- Piruffiaite Wft# tcSfipfetely it 1 ah dndj 
and thiif artny <hfper*fed; MoHKal BaUflj 
accompanied by Lacy and fdWtthl Othdf 
officer efcteied the dfcuteb. Stfeiflg i 
dead body OxpOfedoO &bdr!fow, ahd <tori* 
ceiVihg'.it 10 M foftfe'petfoh Of diftia&itthl 
he 0A<p^dd : whd'if Whi?' Lady apptowhtd 
the COrpfc* and dfteF attentively regarding 
if, exclaimed with grOdt Cihotjdf}, 4{v Ah»! 

my father^ boft-ftfend* 'tis -Keith!* 
The feed Marfhal $akf arid he' had bath 
been in the fttfvicd of Raffia, had made 
; fbote thah One campaign together, under 

sr 4 the 
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the reign of the. Emprefs Anne, and 
bad lived, pn terms of intimate ,friend- 
iliip. At lb melancholy a piece of intel¬ 
ligence, Qavjn burft into tears, as, did Lacy, 
%nd ifevery, perfon prefent. How: aifeding 
4 moment; and bow fublime, as well aS 
touching a fubje$, for the pencil'of an 
artidf, • - . ! 

^ While they;were paying this tribute of 
refpeft and fympathy to the remains of 
Keidv a Croat made his appearance, 
drafted in the Marlhal’s uniform, and hav¬ 
ing-acrofs his bread the yellow riband of 
the Priiffian. order of the “ Black Eagle." 
Paun demanding of him how he came by 
thole fpoils, “ I took them," anfwered the 
Croat* ‘‘ from the man who lies yonder, 
whom.I, killed and dripped. I have given 
him in return my oloak." The cprpfe 
was .ibarcely in the lead disfigured, or 
bloody; nor was it without fome difficulty, 
and nft^r confiderahle fearch,' that the 
wound, which hp had received* was di£- 
coyerable,. A mulket-fcall had penetrated 

his 
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his fide ox dank, but the orifice was hardly 
perceptible, and only marked by a fmall 
purple fpot. As he fell on his back, ho 
had bled inwardly. 

Daun having inftantly ordered out three 
regiments under arms* caufed him to be 
interred with all the military honours due to 
his high ranlcand his diftinguilhed merit. 
On the enfuing day the Marfhal received 
a letter from his Pruffian Majefty, brought 
by a trumpet. Frederic, after congra¬ 
tulating him on his late vi&ory, and 
complimenting him on the manoeuvres 
which had conduced to fo fignal a fuccefs, 
xequefted him to render every military ho¬ 
nor to the remains of the great man, whom 
it had been his misfortune to lofe. The 
Auftrian commander in Jib reply belought 
the King to believe, that he had not waited 
for his royal commands on fuch a point j 
but had already paid to the deceafed JVIar- 
Ihal every mark of refpeffc in hb; power, 
Frederic, in his letter to Daun, made no 
mention whatever of Prince Francis of 

Brunfwic, 
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BrUhfivic, his own brother-in-law, who 
had fallen in the fame a£lion. Sir Robert 
Keith, (now envoy at Vienna, and ib well 
known by his fpirited conduct in Denmark 
during the revolution in 177s,) has lately 
eroded in the church of Hohkirchen, an 
elegant marble monument to the ihemory 
Off his relation, Marfhal Keith. Every par¬ 
ticular relative to’ his death, here enUme* 
fated, was imparted to me by an Auftrian 
officer of diftin6tion who was prbfent at 
Hohkirchen. ■ 

ff the King cannot-be exempted from 
Confute for perfifting, in contradi&ibn to 
Keith's advice, to occupy the camp at 
Hohkirchen, he is not lefs to -be admired 
for the celerity and (kill with Which ho 
repaired his defeat. Far from reconquering 
feitefia, or even expelling him from Sax- 
<ohy* Daun found- him equally formidable 
■as-before the late misfortune. When he 
attempted to befiege Neifs, and afterwards 
to attack Dref&etiy Frederic obliged him to 
renounce both enterprises, -and fatally to 

— fall 
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fell baoH uppi^Bohemifr. The iruay of thd 
EoapiftOj which nearly at the fefaie tine 
Hiade aj^obV to regaift their honour 
left St Rffifbaoh, va(s ea&y repaired-: while 
the Si^ede% whotmly Haif a oehtfcrjf Wofe 

had triumphantly otemfn Poland, Riiffia* 
and Saxony* • undfe'r Charles the. Twelfth, 
were compelled td retire precipitately frorft 
Pomerania. If the eatepdign of 1758 h«J 
been more dlfaftrous to Frederic than the 
preceding one, it had iikfewife manifefteft 
in a coafpicuous manner his prodigious 
tefowrces. The next yeaf was' deftined tii 
pdt him 1 to’ Hill feverer trials. .- 

Daun no longfer engaged in i^^ithd 
principal attention of the King. Content 
with watching his motions, with ooyering 
SHefia, and defending, Saxony,. Ibedfeifie 
dfrfe&ed his moft a S&bk exertions dgainft 
another enemy. The Ruffians, led 
$oft£kofty who hod rejikeed tbdr foinhei' 
edmmandsa) after defeating denSrat Wedel 
at Zufti chart, dearCrefifen on the 'Oder* 
had- htaximudd their tfraatch ' lowandt Reiiini 
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It was marked by ravages of every kind; 
and the King, irritated to a pitch of-defpe- 
ration at the defeat of Wedel, refolved to 
give them once more battle. The Oder, 
which had been twice the fcene of thefe 
• conflicts, witnefled a third engagement not 
lefs fanguinary, and frill more .memorable 
from its termination. AU the preceding 
difafters which Frederic had experienced, 
were light in comparifen with- the defeat 
that he fuftained at Cunerfdorf. : 

Apprehenfive from the motions of the 
Prullian army, that the King meditated 
an attack on Soltikoff, Marfrial Daun de¬ 
tached Laudohn to join him, at the head . 
of twelve thoufand Auftrians and Saxons, 
principally cavalry. The junction was 
effe&ed, not. without difficulty, > a. very, 
few . days: before the engagement. On 
the afternoon immediately preceding it,: 
Soltikoff ; and Laudohn rode out together* 
in’ order to reconnoitre the enemy. As 
it was evident that the King' meant, to 
brington a battle, Soltikoff took-occafioii to 
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explain to his colleague, the difpolitions 
which he intended to make for receiving 
the Pruffians. He pointed eut at the fame 
time the petition in which he fhould wait 
for the attack, and the point againft 
which, as he conceived; it would be princi¬ 
pally dire&ed. Laudohn, though he coin¬ 
cided with him in opinion, enquired never* 
thelefs, what meafures he.had taken for 
covering or fecuring his- retreat, in cafe 
of a difafter? “ None whatever,” replied 
Soltikoff; “ the Ruffians are unacquainted 
with retreats: they always either conquer 
or die.” . - .. ’ 

On the, following morning,; the twelfth 
•f Auguft, Frederic attacked the entrench¬ 
ed camp at Cunerfdorf; his greeted efforts 
being dire&ed againft their flank, at the 
only point where it was acceffible, by 
a narrow opening through a morals., Two. 
Ruffian regiments Rationed in the pafs, 
long fuftsmed without giving way, the 
quiet of the Pruffian army; they were 
at length put' to the fword, and fed in 
. . their 
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their ranks. Soltikoff propofed therefore 
to Laudohn, that a regiment of Auftrians 
ihould march into the vacant fpace, along 
fide of a regiment of his own troops. 
But the Auftrian foldiers rejected the pro¬ 
pofol with indignation. “We are ready 
to fight/' cried they; “ but not to be 
butchered like vi&ims * Neither re¬ 
proaches nor entreaties could after their 
determination; and they were even fo 
exafperated againft Laudohn, that they 
threatened to tear him in pieces. In order 
to avoid their fury, he was obliged to con¬ 
ceal himfelf for a Ihort time among the 
baggage, till their firft emotions of refent- 
meat had fubfided. 

In this fixation, unfupported by his 
Auftrian allies, Soltikoff inftantly ordered 
twb regiments of his own troops to arU 
vahte, with drums beating and colour!* 
flyipg. Like their predeceflors they werO 
cut to pieces; and were fucceeded’by two 
tniore, who : underwent at fimilar* fate; 
Scarcely a man remained' elite; but, theft 
;*--i bodies 
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bodies foon formed a ftupendous mound; 
completely filling the fpace through which 
alone the enemy could 'penetrate. Of the 
Seventh and. eighth regiments, which in 
turn occupied the fame* fpot, fo few efedped; 
that the gentleman who related thefe par¬ 
ticulars, allured me, an. officer of the name 
of Richter, though only an enfign in the 
morning, commanded the furvivors at the 
plofe of the day. - , ' . : 

Such troops, though they might be put 
to the fword, it leemed impoflibleto van* 
quifb. The Pruffians, wearied with (laugh* 
ter, and finking under the heat of die 
weather, which was intolerable, began* 
after .fame hours, to relax in their ardour, 
inftead of xefting fatisfted with the impor¬ 
tant advantage which he had cheaply 
gained, and waiting for a more favourable 
occaiion to complete the deftru&ion df hid 
enemies; Frederic, in. oppofition to afl ad^ 
vice, forced his foldiers to new exerticfcfti 
Laudohn perceiving thgir edbaufted c<£i* 

dition. 
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dition, and infraotly availing himfelf of it, 
made a defperate charge at the head of the 
Auftrian cavalry, which decided the for¬ 
tune of the day. The Pruffians fled on 
every fide, threw down their arms, and 
abandoned the field. Tents, artillery, bag¬ 
gage, every thing fell into the hands of the 
conqueror. Scarcely could ten men be 
collected together in a body. Frederic, 
obliged to confult his fafety by flight, 
pafled the night in a hut, only a few miles 
from the fcene of his defeat, deftitute of 


protection, and- almoft without neceflaries. 
Laudohn, after expreffing to the Ruffian 
General his admiration of the valour and 
fteadinefc of his troops, offered, if Soltikoff 
would eqtruft a few of them to his com¬ 


mand, to go in purfuit of the beaten enemy, 
be even ventured to anfwer for bringing 
bis Pruffian Majefty prifoner into the 
camp within three days. Far from accept¬ 
ing the offer, Soltikoff coldly declined it; 
$*! have already, gained two battles^ find 
< > be, 
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he>. “ in little more than a fortnight; let 
“ my brother Daun now do fomething iat 
w the common caufe.” 

Inftead of being overwhelmed by fo great 
.fe difafter, as might hate been qgtu rally ex- 
pefted, Frederic fopn revived more formida¬ 
ble from his defeat; The inaction of the 
Ruffians happily allowed him time to afiemblo 
a new army; and Soltikoff neither followed 
up his viftory at Cunerfdorfi nor atchieved 
any thing df confequence during the reft of 
the campaign. But Drefden* which the 
ftpiftiaai had hitherto held* was wrefted from 
them by Daun; and as if fomething finifter 
prided in the councils of their Sovereign, he 
Underwent foon afterwards a humiliation ftill 
more poignant than the calamity of Gunerf- 
dotf: I'meaft the furrender of near twenty* 
thdufond troops at Maxen; an event which 
may abm# be compared with the difgrace 
pf the Caudine Forks, fo memorable jin the 
hiftory of Borne. Ever difpofed from his 
turn of >mi»d and charafter, to aft often-* 
fodyi-fthe King ventured tp detach a body 
pf; forces, in order to out oft ttoimVoom- 
i tOL, 1, O munication 
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•munication with Bohemia. They were 
-commanded to take poll at Maxem; a 
pofition capable of being defended againft' 
fuperior numbers, and from its iituation 
admirably^lculated to intercept the retreat 
of the Auftrians. Finck, a General of expe¬ 
rience and merit, was felefited 'for this 
commiffion; in the execution of which, he 
did - not, however, by any means anfivet 
the 'expectations of his matter. 

I have heard the conduft of Finck di& 
cufled by many Auftrian officers who-wen# 
prefentat his furrender; and they in getfre- 
ral agree, that he not only took a bad pofi¬ 
tion, but that he defended it ftill worfe. 
By leaving the heights above his camp 
unoccupied, he committed an irreparable 
fault, which enabled Daun, after firft filt* 
rounding, ultimately to compel him to fey 
down his arms. Always (few, and frequent¬ 
ly irrefolute, Daun hefitated neverthelefs, 
whether he ffiould make the attempt; but 
the exhortations of Lacy ^prevailed over his 
Jndecifion. Firick, invefted. on every fide 
by the Auftrians, found-efcape impoffibfe; 

- . -thfd 
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etndLacy,'after having made' himfelf maf- 
ter of the 1 heights Mhich commanded the 
-Pruffiatt camp, futamofedfcHeir commander 
to - fuVrender. He was' *’not in want ,( of 
proviiibtis; and°Geneml Wunfchy as well 
as many other >effiG€^', indignant? at the 
idea of fubmitting to an ignomimotfe cajpfc 
tulation, pripofed either touut fcheir paHhge 
through the enemy, or to periAi- to the" latft 
man iword in hand. Finck; though fie 
reje&ed the proposal; yet did not ‘fulrendef 
till he-had vainly made; every effort id -libe*- 
ratehimfelf and hi* unfortunate ' army' 1 . 
While the. articles were; framing* Wunfeh 
attempted to force His-' way at the head of 
two- regiments of cavalry. » But, on ,the 
menace of die Austrians to put the -remain*- 
ing troops to the fword* and at Finck-s ex-* 
prefs- command* he reluctantly returned to 
the-camp. Seventeen thoufand of Frederic's 
veteran foddierspiled up their arms. Lacy 
rode ah among them, after hating con-* 
chided * the capitulation, and made regi* 
• ment after regiment prifoiniers of'war.v -> 
-VI oa The 
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. The King was more deeply fenfible to this 
dHgraeefiil and hneipe&ed blow, than he 
had been to all ;hjs preceding defeats. Jo 
the violence of his re&ntment, he refefed to 
admit Fmck to bis pretence, or even to hear 
his juftification. That officer* who foen 
afterwards entered into die Danilh fervice, 
is fince dead at Copenhagen. I might how¬ 
ever tS add* that many perfoos here at 
Berlin* who are well able to appreciate the 
dnduft of Finch, declare that be was far 
left culpable than unfortunate, They aflfert 
that he originally remonftrated agmlk the 
taeafure of taking poft at Msnen, and only 
did it in compliance with htsnta&er's peremp¬ 
tory orders. Under this dark cloud termi¬ 
nated the campaign of 1759* rendered for 
ever memorable by the reveries ofCttnerfdorf 
and ofMaxen. Saxony was likewife wafted 
from Frederic* which had hitherto ferved no 
a barrier to bis own dominions; while his 
enemies, elated by fueceft, promised them* 
felves to efleft ffis.ottthe deftfu&aoniia the 
conrfeof.the enfinag year. 

Neither 

*9 


Digitized by Google 


cor** of MUM, **e. 197 ' 

' Neidier Daun aor Soltikoff form the moft 
confpicuous figures in the campaign of 176©* 
On-the contrary, they fi nk into comparative 
obfcurity j while Laudohn, Who had fo lately 
diftirigwftied hiralelf at Cunerfilorf, by die' 
fuperiority of his views, added to the deci- 
don aftd rapidity of his movements, eonti*- 
n«ed to hifii& the moft fevere and humili¬ 
ating wounds on the Pruflian Monarchy, 
Fouquefc, another General of- Frederic**, 
renewed in ferae meafere at Landfhut, the 
IgnomuiiPiii Cftpitulatioft of Finch at Maxen 
He made indeed a more vigorous defence; • 
Ifet, the termination was fiercely left dift 
honourable, and equally calamitous. Of 
twenty<*oae thoufead men whom he com¬ 
manded, net above fix thoufead efcaped the 
iword or a prifen; and Fouquet hhhfeif was 
among the number of the captives. Two 
inch difafters following each other at fb 
ftortan interval, fullied no left the luftra 
of the Pruffian arms, than they elevated the 
courage of their opponents, Glatz, one 
of the keys of Silefia, for whichLaudohrt 
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apd ^FoUquet had contended*; fell W the 

ffWfltter:* . • • >_' 

That province,\tp ,rejco.ver which was 
ajwayfe. a favorite t ebje& of Maria Therein, 
became .once mo& the principal theatre of. 
military' operation?,. where ■ Frederic.main? 
tilined, a defpftftte and) unequal conflict 
again#; fuperior forces. On. every fide he 
appeared to be precluded not only, frpm af- 
fift4j^cp,bpt even fropaefcape., Tfie ^uftrian 
and Ruffian General.having enqlofedL.him, 
anticipated hh.f&U.Qfhis furren tkfr , They 
already medijtatedtafiijrprifehiiiftih W c&nip, 
and to renew, the afigb - Hofifehchpen, ^utt 
the gepius of Frederih, matured, by experience 
apd mj^fqrtune, filmed,, and hift oplfirity 
extricated hiin,ih. this emergency. Without 
ehovrjng.hip-enenaftOK ’time to. completed their 
meqfures, he marched) to. mfeet;the danger; 
smdjfeledling I^audohn $s being thempfVex- 
jpofed from his^fitj#$,tio«i, he attached that 
General at’Ligpitzonthe 15th of Auguft, 
Aft£i\a desperate refinance the Kingobtttin- 
fdiaj vi$$ry fo: much the more gratifyingj a* 
it wsps gained over a commander whofe name 
15 and 
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^ncLfucc^fTes had depreffed the Pruffians: Itf 
has beep commonly affertedthiatLapy, who? 
commanded a fep^rate body of troops, and^ 
who .was Rationed in the vicinity i npight have 
advanced in. tifne to Lav^dohn^s relief; but^ 
that a&uafed byjafpirit^f rivalihip.9^.jea* 
loufy, he--w^tlfh®J 4 ;-his -affiftance. So'un*. 
founded as well as unjuft an afperfion, is beft 
confuted by Lacy, s whole life and character. 
Par from, fuftainipg any diminution of fame, 
Laudohn rofe more brilliant from his de¬ 
feat, and glorioufly repaired the diftafter ojf 
-Lignitz before the clofe of the war. 

Under the ordinary circumftances of con¬ 
tending, nations, where the refpe&ive force of 
the combatants had been in any meafure ba- 
lppced, Frederic’s late victory would have 
given, him a decided fuperiority over his op- 
poij^nts during the remainder of the. cam- 
paigp. But, fo immenfe was the difparity of 
auqab^rs and ftrengtb, that no comn^on ex¬ 
ertions feemed able long to protraft his total 
-ruin; Berlin and Potzdam were.laid under 
contribution by the Ruffians; Laudohn, not- 
withft^ndinghis defeat, ftill maintained him- 
, . o 4 . felf 
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felf in the midft of Silefia, while Dana and 
Lapy were mailers of Sax tiny and Lufutia, 
It was not enough for Frederic to hare forced 
Softikaff to abandon Brandetthurgh, asid ulti¬ 
mately to evacuate the other parts of his do¬ 
minions, Some great and decifive victory 
was become neceflary, in order to enable him 
again to take up his winter-quarters in Saxony, 
Rendered almoft defperate by his fituation^ 
' and regardlefs of qbftacles, Frederic reiofa* 
ed therefore to attack the Auilrians, though 
they occupied a pofition. along the Elbe^ 
equally ftrong and advantageous, Such 
Were the circuauftances in which took place 
the memorable, battle of Torgau, oq the third 
of November.* 

In no action of the whole war, not even 
at Cohn, did the King commit fo mueh to 
fortune; fince the confluences of defeat toj 
him were incalculable. Animated By a fenfe 
of the neeeffity of conquering, he forgot erCiy 
perfonal confederation, ap'd expofe&himfolf to’ 
the fevereft fire, while he rallied and led hist 
Cavalry again and again to the charge. But' 
fucb were the impediments* natural and 

artificial. 
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artificial, with which his infentry tad to coo* 
fend, that though they displayed the fitfiicA 
courage, they never could open and form in 
fece of the Auftrian batteries. Toward* 
evening, notwithftanc&ng the pertinacious 
^efforts of the King to fear the vififcory from 
'Daon, he not only maintained his ground) 
but had repulfed the Pndfians. Eighteen 
thquftmd of their beft troops were left on the 
field. Mid fcarcely two thirds of that number 
had fallen on the other fide. Frederic,, un** 
Able to renew the qonteft with any p?ofpe& 
of fbccefs, muft have fellen back upqn Brake 
denburgh; and Daun had already difpatbhed 
a courier, to announce to the Emprefs Qiieeit 
the intelligence of a decifiye victory, when 
an unexpected and fortuitous event com* 
pletely changed the fortune of the day. 

Some Pruifian fbldiers having accidental^ 
difeovewed that the heights of $iplitz, wfeieh 
commanded the ^uftrian camp,, were tut* 
guarded, carried the intelligence tq their 
Officer. After afoertaining the’ faQj, he re* 
ported it to General 1 Ziethen; who,, equally 

A^qniftl^d and delighted at the infonnadOn, 

caufed 
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eaofed? feverah pi'eces of- cannon ta be. im¬ 
mediately tranfported thither, and occupied 
die ■poft witlva detachment of troops. The 
tfalknefs of. the night^favoured and facili¬ 
tated his operation^.. At daybreak fb. 
tremenduous af cannonade opened on- die 
forces of 'Daun, that he was compelled tq 
break up his camp, and to retire,in the 
utmoft confofion, harraffed apd pyifiued by 
the Pruffians. A fecbnd courrier was fent off 
to Vienna, to communicate to Maria The- 
refa the difaftrous.reypffe which, had taken 
place. Lacy alone, of all the Imperial Ge- 
iierals, retreated'id admirable , order at th^ 
head; of the .divifion which he commanded, 
along the left bank of the Elbe. 'In figift 
ttf the vi&orious army, on the fame fide of 
the river, he .made good his retreat fqjq 
ftveral leagues...Then crofting the Elbe at 
die town of Meiflen, he gamed the oppofite, 
heights, and checked the further progrefs 
ttf f 'the enemy. : ; It is. .univerfally admit¬ 
ted that this- manoeuvre may rank, with 
the fineft of the prefect age. ; But all the 
' advantages of .viQjory .remained n$t lefs to ' 
1 Frederic. 
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Frederic. Laudohn, rejuftantly compelled 
t» quit Silefia, once iqqre abandoned that 
Dutchy ; while the Pruflians, favoured by 
theirlate fuccefs, took up their winter-quar" 
ters again in Saxony* 

The Campaign; of! 176 U junldce alltho 

preceding, is fteriite hi! great j events; no ge* 
nefal having: been fought'.anywhere*- 

from it* eoitmieneemmt t<? its clefe.-. En¬ 
feebled-, byi their paft exertion^ qftd‘ reader-* 
$d i mutually Cautious,-.bp; : |h*, reveres of 
fortune ,wft|ch : they had in turn experienced* 
neither p^rty feemed inched to tifk aa en¬ 
gagement. But, it began to he .apparent 
jhat.theKingmuft ultimately fink binder fiich 
ap-unequal ftruggle, which naither fubfidies, 
nor ability however confummcte* nor mili¬ 
tary Ikill.could much longer portrait, ^t no 
period of <tthe war does he, indeed; ex¬ 
cite lo much admiration. Five eagaptygns 
had deprived him of his moft able .pqgerals, 
and left him little other refourcethsm in 
the unlhaken firmnefe of his own chare&er. 
A Prince of meaner capacity qmft have 
inevitably fallen under the weigjrt of his 

enemies 
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efcwmifcif and hb ericreafmg ertibarraflineirfs,- 
Prederic,by judiciotifly protra&ingthefinal 
it|Uev b», eStriGation. Inftead of 

oifenffitiely pnd committing all to 
hazard, as he had done more than once in tho 
preceding campaigns; her teems to have ex¬ 
changed qualities With his antagomft, and? 
to hove adopted the phlegm as wed! as the 
CfcntionOf^Daun. This verfatility, which i& 
COtthe leaft womletftd feature of his eharao* 
tdr, ; proved the prefervation of Siiefia, and of 
tkePfttflfba* Monarchy s &otlvmuteh&vebee«i 
loft by wfeite feepyorby an aft of imprudence, 
Ow. theother hand, the Court of Viesm^ 
awd tlfe omnmandem of the Auftriandfbrces; 
by not Wioptffig the mote vigorous-metu* 
fares at this period of the w&r, were 
gttil^r df ap unpardonable error. They 
oauld w’ he igaOTant that their ally the 
Empftffrof Ruflia was hv» very pffeearious 
ftat^Of r 4w?alrh; they knew that her death 
wotdftdt leaft diflblve the union between the 
two •Crtnfrrts; and that the afccefiUp of the 
OrOat J E)hke‘ her nephew would convert -the 
ibil^ahs iftto' open enemies. Under, fuch 
'• ~ nrn cjrcunv* 
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, *yrcmt>ftSUices, it feems'ji&viou* that Dana 
fhould have forced the King to an a&ktf^ 
* let the ©bftacles have been ever io great* of 
the chances ever fo unequal; {Luce a hngle 
victory over him would have terminated the 
cooteft. But, though Maria Therefa's force* 
were joined by the Rulfoms not for from 
Breffow; fo ably and advantagUQufly did 
Frederic chufe his portion, that ©nun 
ventured to attack him M bis carap near 
Schweidnitz. While his hpsoth^r Pijnee 
Henry, with inferior forces defended Satiny 
and Brandenburg; the King bdfiedall the 
efforts of Daun to bring mpa general engager 
meat, and finally compelled his .MefcpfH# 
allies to retire into Poland, without gffocjdeg 
any material object in favour of the eommftl 
eaufe. If Laudohn had pot partly fopp&d 
Dauri’s inactivity, the campaign <qf 176* 
would prefont a blank completelydefotuteof 
events; but, neither Frederics 
his vigitenqe however unremitted, cQi}id.jP0r 
vent thatableGooerd, theihfiwrgB 

hrom at once fortinng^e#eaufo<ao«»tiJf, 

{trim, m whfoh *» m. W*jW§ fthftt fr fE fr 

admim 
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admire-moft his audacity, his rapidity, or his 
fuccefe. Schweidnitz, the moft important 
' fortrefs in all Silefia, defended by a ntimerous 
garrifon,and commanded by a general officer 
of approved capacity, fell into the hands of 
the Auftrians. Laudohn having unexpectedly 
marched with the velocity of lightning to at¬ 
tack it on the firft of October, inftantly planted 
his laddersagainft the walls; and defpiiing the 
ordinary forms of a liege, carried it by ftorm, 
at the pdiht of the bayonet, in three hours. 

So unexpected a difafter feemed to prefage 
the approaching foil of the King himfelf, 
winch every thing announced to be imminent 
and almoft inevitable. Charles the Twelfth’s 
fituation after his defeat at Pultowa, was 
hardly more defperate than that of Frederic, 
towards the clofe of 1761. Another cam¬ 
paign, according to all appearances, mufthave 
laid him entirely at the mercy of the vaft 
Combination • which ; bad determined his 
deftruCtion. Maria- Therefa, miftrefs Of 
Schwekft&feE and bf Gl&tz, already anticipat¬ 
ed the^re&oration * 6f -all Silefia; while the 
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Frederic had either injured or attacked; hn* 
patiently waited for the accompliffimerit of 
their refpeCtive expectations, - in the drvifiop 
of his dominions. Such was’ the critical'and 
almoft hopelefs condition of his affairs, wiled 
the death of Elizabeth - , Em^refs of Puffia; 
took place. 

That Princefs, Frederick implacable ene¬ 
my, expired at Peteriburgh, of a diftemper 
accelerated by - her intemperance, on the fifth 
of January; 1762. Her nephew and fuccef- 
for, Peter the Third, who had fecretly labour¬ 
ed during feveral $rearS to impede the progrefs 
of the Ruffian armies, inftantly manifefted 
without difguife, the violent predilection that 
he had long nourifiied for his Fruffian Maje£ 
ty; a partiality which rofe to adoration. Not 
content with ieparating his forces from thofe 
of Maria Therefa, he aCted as her avowed 
enemy, and' ai the auxiliary of Frederic! 
His reign was indeed fhort, “and its termi* 
nation tragical: But, the great principle of 
political conneCtidn between Mufcovy and 
Auftria, which had fubfifted under Eliza¬ 
beth, was not the lefs diflblved. Catherine 
the Second, who fucceeded Peter, though 

fhe 
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(he by ho means adopted the intemperate 
*eal of her hufband in favour of Pruffiai 
was too wife as well as too magnanimous* 

to refurae the personal aniraOfities of Eliza¬ 
beth. She withdrew her troops altogether 
from the conteft, ahnoft as foon as (he 
afcended the throne. Sweden, weaned 
with a war in which fhe had loft her mili- 
tary reputation, without reaping the Jmalleft 
augmentation of territory, had previouily 
concluded a federate peace with the Court 
of Berlin. 

Thus liberated from two of his numerous 
opponents, the King in 1763 became fuperior 
to Daun in the field > more however, as it 
#ould feem, by the energy of his character, 
end the fyftematic caution of the Imperial 
General, than from any other circumftance. 
hot face of the Auftrian army, Frederic even 
ventured to lay regular fiege to Schweidnitz; 
which, after a long and gallant defence, 
protracted to the laft extremity, fallen* 
dered* notwithftanding every, effort made 
for its relief. With the battle of Frey* 
berg, terminated the Seventh and Jaft cam* 
paigo of this long and fenguipary war) 
, an 
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an a6lion in which neither the King, nor 
Daun, nor Laudohn, had any fhare. The 
honour of the day was exclufively referved 
for Prince Henry of Pruflia, to whom his 
brother conftantly intruded the arduous 
talk of repelling the enemy on the Saxon 
frontier. Having attacked the combined 
forces of Auftria and the Empire, on the 
29th of October, he obtained a brilliant 
victory. Frederic, who, juftly alarmed for 
his fafety, was in full march to his affiftance 
did not arrive till .the day after the engage¬ 
ment Thofe perfons who fee his character 
and a6tionsthrough an unfavorable medium, 
aftert that he has never forgiven Prince 
Henry for having fo glorioufly clofed the 
war, without waiting to admit a participator 
in his fuccefs. - 

The Pruflian troops, elevated hy their 
advantages, once more re-entered Bohemia, 
from which they had been fo long expelled; 
while detached parties ravaged the circle of 
Franconia, ranfomed the city of Nurem# 
berg, and fpread confternation ever every 
part-of the German empire. In this fitua- 
* voir, i, P tion' 
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tion, Maria Therefa, abandoned by Ruifia 
and by Sweden, deriving little or no affift- 
ance from France, and unable to extend pro- 
teXion to her own dominions, wasneceffitated 
to have recourfe to negotiation. After feven 
campaigns, and after fuftaining the rudeft 
Ihocks of adverfe fortune, Frederic was ftill 
not only capable of refiftance, but in a ftate 
to aft every where offenfively. Of all their 
conquefts, Glatz alone, together with a por¬ 
tion of the Dutchy of Cleves remained in 
pofleflion of the Auftrians. It was requifite 
to facrifice them, in order to induce the 
enemy to evacuate Saxony, which unfor¬ 
tunate country Jiad feverely fuffered for the 
political connexions of its Sovereign, and 
his Ready adherence to the Houfe of Auftria. 
Thefe confiderations imperioufly diXated 
the peace of Hubertlburgh, which reftored 
tranquillity to the north of Europe in the 
beginning of 1763. Silefia, the principal 
objeX of conteft, remained entire to the 
'Pruffian monarchy; and fcarcely a foot of 
territory was loft or gained on either fide by 
a war, which had not only caufed fo vaft. an 

eftufioh 
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effufion of blood, but which threatened more, 
than once the fubverfion of the prefent poli¬ 
tical fyftem of Europe. 

When we confider the long refiftanca 
made by a Prince fo inferior in political 
ftrength to his antagonifts; when we appre¬ 
ciate his military efforts, and compare them 
with his apparent refources, we cannot juftly 
refufe to him our higheft admiration. He is 
not merely great when crowned with fuccefs. 
His reveries and defeats, his errors and 
misfortunes, contribute to elevate him in 
our opinion. We follow him with eagernefs^ 
as well as anxiety, through all the tranfitions 
of war; and we fee him with exultation 
emerge again into daylight from his compli¬ 
cated diftrefs. His fortitude, under circum- 
flances of almoft unparalleled depreffion, 
excites aftonifhment blended with refpe&. 
Charles the Twelfth was little more than a 
fuccefsful madman, deftitute of fyftem, im¬ 
pelled by blind animofity, and incapable of 
repairing his faults. After elevating his 
country to a tranfitory point of political 
greatnefs in the fcale of-Europe, he pre- 
p 3 cipitated 
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cipitated the Sw edes into lafting poverty and 
oblivion. But Frederic knows how to pre- 
ferve, as well as how to conquer. During 
a,war of fuch duration, marked in many of 
its ftages by unprecedented calamities, he 
neither impoverilhed, nor even greatly de¬ 
populated his dominions. They are now 
admitted to be more flourilhing and better 
cultivated, than at any period fince his 
accefiion. It is true that his policy is not 
always the mod upright, beneficent, or 
conforiant to the dictates of humanity. 
And however neceffity, which has been 
juftly termed the plea of tyrants, may 
fometimes feem to acquit him; it is an 
acquittal with which Princes fuch as Trajan 
would not be latisfied. 

His treatment of the Saxons during the 
late war, fcarcely admits of any juftification, 
and will, I truft, have no imitators. I do not 
merely allude to the fa6t of his immuring the 
principal inhabitants of Drefden in a public 
building, where they were detained till they 
had railed a heavy contribution, and had 
afterwards drawn bills on their correfpond- 

ent* 
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ents in various parts of Europe. Nor do 
I confider his ‘ caufing the fuburbs of that 
beautiful city to be deftroyed, in order to 
fecure it againfl the approach of the Auf- 
trians; as meriting any fevere condemnation* 
Thefe a6ts, however harfb, may be in a 
great meafurejuflified by military neceffity. 
But, there are others imputable to Frederic, 
over which no cafuiftry can throw a glofs.- 
Whatever might have been done by Attila 
or by Geoferic. Neither the laws of nations, 
nor thofe of modern war, allow of tranfpor- • 
ting the male and female manufaftuers of a 
conquered ftate, into the dominions of the 
invader. This infraction of natural juftice 
was neverthelefs committed at MeifTen in 
Saxony; a place famous for the fabric of 
porcelain, fo generally admired under the 
name of Drefden China. All the beft artifts 

9 

forcibly fent to Berlin, were there compelled, 
during life, to continue'their labours, and 
to exert their talents, for the profit of a 
Sovereign, the inveterate enemy of their 
country. They, and their defcendants, or 
their fcholars, who are {till here, have be- 
p 3 come 
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come the involuntary denizens of another 
foil, the fubjefits of Frederic the Second. 

Hundreds of Saxon young women, car¬ 
ried off by violence from their paternal cot¬ 
tages, were fent into the remoteft provinces 
of the Pruflian Monarchy, and theirmatched 
with hu(bands provided for them by the 
State. The rape of the Sabines in anti¬ 
quity, feems to be the belt precedent for 
fuch treatment. In compliance with the 
fame fyftem of policy, numbers of the 
Saxon youth, either taken in arms, or 
dragged from the domellic occupations of 
hulbandry, were obliged to enter into the 
Pruffian fervice, and to carry deltruftion 
into the bofom of their native country. 
The Romans, it is true, in the decline of 
the empire, incorporated into their legions 
the Barbarian youth of the Rhine and the 
Danube. But, they never forced the Par- 
thians, or the Huns taken in battle, to bear 
arms againft their own Sovereign, inftead of 
fighting for his caufe. Such an experi¬ 
ment might even be accounted dangerous 
under a variety of afpe&s; but, Frederic pof- 

feffes 
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fefles the fecret of directing and regulating 
a machine, which in common hands would 
probably be fatal to its inventor. His army 
unlike the military force of other Princes, 
is compofed in peace as well as in war, of 
many difcordant and heterogeneous mate¬ 
rials. Every European State, from Spain to 
Ruffia inclufive, may be faid to contribute 
towards its formation. Poland, Germany, 
Holland, Denmark, but above all, France 
furniffi him with recruits. The French alone 
in his fervice may be always eftimated at 
five-and-twenty tlioufand men. 

■ Neither that patriotic fentiment which we 
denominate the love of our country, nor 
even the principle of loyalty to • the Sove¬ 
reign, conftitute indeed, here the general 
balls of military difeipline and adherence. 
Frederic contents himfelf with fubftituting 
• in their place other motives of a&ion, lefs 
voluntary and lefs honourable, but equally 
efficacious. How, in fa6t, can the native of 
Gafcony, of Podolia, or of Suabia, entrap¬ 
ped or feduced into a foreign fervice, and 
detained in it by force, be animated with 
P4 patriotifm, 
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patriotifm, affe&ion, or even a fenfe of alle¬ 
giance? It is enough if he does not deteft 
the Prince and the State for whom he draws 
the trigger, or pufhes the bayonet. Aware 
of this original defe&in the conftitution of 
his military force, the King has recourfe to 
other inodes of maintaining and recruiting 
his army. Never, perhaps, did human 
ability, invefted with unlimited power, exert 
fo much ingenuity in detaining its captives ; 
for, in that light, the for greater part of the 
foreign troops muft be confidered, This 
city, as well as Potzdani, is deftitute of for*, 
tifications ; but, both are forrounded with 
a ftrong wall, or ftoccade, one of the prin¬ 
cipal objects of which is to prevent defertion. 
With a view to incieafe the difficulties at* 
tending it, all the fentinels on guard are 
commonly placed either two together, or at 
fo fmall a diftance- from each other, as to 
render it impra6ticable to defert without 
being perceived. The line of fentinels being 
double, one without the other; and the fol- 
diers being called over every two hours ; it 
feems nearly impoffible to get, undifeovered* 

. L to 
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to any cohfiderable diftance. If, however, 
by good fortune or by fpeed, they lhould 
effect it, guns are inftantly fired, to fipread' 
the alarm throughout the' country. The 
peaiants, on hearing the fignal, are obliged 
to rife, in order to fecure the unfortunate fu¬ 
gitive; and they are even perfonally in- 
terefted in his recapture, as they muft fur- 
niffi a fubftitute in the place of any foldier 
who efcapes. Yet, in defiance of thefe, and 
fimilar precautions, iiich are the attractions 
of freedom, and the impatience of bondage, 
that every night attempts are made to defert. 
The frontiers of Saxony are fo near, that 
they may be reached from Potzdam in the 
fpace of three or four hours. 

The prodigious proportion of foreigners 
in the fervice of Frederic, renders it matter 
of calculation at the commencement of a 
war, whether one or two campaigns may 
„ not be principally fupported at their ex¬ 
pence, with a comparatively flender facri- 
fice of native Pruffians. By thus Iparing 
the blood of his own lubjects, and referving 
them for fubfequent emergencies, the King 

is 
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is enabled to fuftain the firft Ihock of hofti- 
lities, without materially affe6ting the in¬ 
ternal induftry, cultivation, or population of 
his dominions. This is neverthelefs a dan¬ 
gerous inftrument, which may recoil upon its 
Inventor, unlefs fuperintended with equal 
vigilance and dexterity. The bayonet is 
generally admitted to be a weapon more 
formidable than themufket,: but, if it is to 
he feared that the foldier wants adherence 
to the Prince for whom he fights, its very 
advantages become matter of apprehenfion. 
Whole platoons, when once mingled pell-mell 
with the enemy, may throw down 'their 
arms, or defert to the oppofite fide : a cir- 
cumftance wholly impoffible to take place, 
while the fire is kept up at a diftance be¬ 
tween two adverfe bodies of troops. This 
is a.delicate point on which to explain my- 
felf too clearly ; but it is thoroughly under- 
ftood here, by every man acquainted with 
the formation of the Pruffian army. 

The Jews, who -ever fmce the time of 
Adrian, have always manifefted the moft de¬ 
cided inaptitude and antipathy to war, have 

neverthelefs 
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neverthelefs attracted the attention of Fre¬ 
deric, as capable of being made fubfervient 
to tbe general prote6tion or defence. After 
the partition of Poland, five years ago, find¬ 
ing that there was a very confiderable pro¬ 
portion of them refident in the tra6t of terri¬ 
tory which fell to his ihare, he determined 
to embody them, and to inftru6t them in the 
fcience of arms. They vainly remonftrated 
to His Majefty-, that war was neither analo¬ 
gous to their national genius, nor agreeable 
to their private feelings. A corps of fe- 
veral thoufand was formed, compelled to 
learn the manual exercife, and pafied in re¬ 
view. But, fuch was found to be on trial, 
their infurmountable difinclination to bear 
arms, that after many vain endeavours, they 
were finally broken and dilbanded. The 
abhorrence of the peafants towards them 
being fo violent, that it was apprehended the 
Jews might be maflacred or pillaged, in paf- 
fing through the villages, to regain their 
refpe&ive homes; an efcort of Cavalry was 
therefore ordered to condu6t them in fafety 
back to their abodes. I believe it is the 

only 
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only attempt of the kind, which has been 
yet made in our times, to bring Jews into 
the field; and having wholly failed in fuch 
able hands, we may conje&ure that it will 
not be fpeedily repeated by other Prince** 
or States. 

No Sovereign, ancient or modern, has 
ever better known how to awaken, and to 
animate in his caufe, the vanity as well as 
the pride of the foldier. In all his writings, 
in all his addrefles to them, he calls them by 
the endearing epithetsof “ Mescavaliers, mes 
enfans, mes camarades.” Thefe appellations, 
though they mean nothing in effeft, yet pro¬ 
duce a powerful fenfation on the human 
mind, and tend to make fome amends for 
the want of more folid benefits or remune¬ 
rations. There is, in faft, I believe, no 
eftablifhment in the Pruflian dominions, 
precifely refembling.thofe of Chelfea, or of 
Greenwich among us, to which the inva¬ 
lided or the wounded foldier may retire, after 
having palled his life in the a6tive fervice of 
the State. The veteran mull depehd, in a 
great meafune, on the King’s ability, incli¬ 
nation, 
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nation, and opportunity of providing for 
him# when he can no longer carry anas. 
His Majeftys revenues, perhaps, are not 
Efficiently ample to enable him however ar- 
^ntly he may wiffi it, to furniffi adequate 
funds for age and infirmity, in every inftance. 
Detra&ion has indeed aecufed him of not 
defiring to maintain any troops, except fuch 
as are capable of appearing in the field: but, 
I believe the infinuation to be no lefs malig¬ 
nant, than it is void of foundation. Fre¬ 
deric underftands too well his real intereft, 
ever to treat with cruelty or infenfibility 
the fupporters of his own greatnefs, the in- 
ftruments and companions of his victories. 

Fifteen years have now nearly elapfed 
fince the conclufion of the peace of Hu- 
bertlburg ; and it is matter of curious fpe- 
culation, whether in cafe of a new rupture, 
the Pruffian troops will maintain the afcend- 
ancy over thofe of Auftria, which, all cir- 
cumftances confidered, they had incoiiteft- 
ably acquired during, the courfe of the laft 
war. This is however, a queftion not likely 
to be fpeedily refolved, as appearances feem 

to 
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to indicate a long continuance of the calm 
enjoyed by Germany. Silefia, to the re- 
fumption of which the Court of Vienna for¬ 
merly looked with ceafelefs anxiety, is now 
confirmed to Pruffia by time and long pre- 
Icription. The King, who begins to feel 
the preflure of age, muft neceflarily wifh ra¬ 
ther to fecure, than to augment, the grandeur 
of his houfe. Content with having erected 
fo valt a fabrick, his ambition will probably 
be fatisfied with devolving it entire to his 
fucceffor. 
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LETTER IV. 

Review of the . Pruffian Ilijlory, previous to the 
Acceffion of Frederic the Second—Marriage 
of that Prince.—Queen of Priijjia.—Char after 
and Death of William Augujim, the late 
Prince Royal.—His Difpojition and Qualities. 
—Severity exercifed towards him by the King. 
—Princefs Royal. — Charafter, and Ex/jec- 
tations formed of Frederic William.—Prince 
fienry of Prufjia.—His Tplents and Services: 
—Princefs Amelia. -Prince Ferdinand of 
Pruffia. ■ 


Berlin, November 2d, 1777. 



the period when this powerful Mo¬ 
narchy, which now occupies fo diftin- 
guilhed a rank among the States of Europe, 
was only, a German Electorate, whofe 
Sovereign was Duke of Prufiia. It would 
however be unjuft to attribute to the 
talents, or even to the vi< 5 tories of the pre- 
fent -King exclufively, fo extraordinary 
and rapid an aggrandizement. The Prui- 
fian greatnefs is the work of four fucceffive 

Princes, 
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Princes, who, in the fpace of near a hundred 
and forty years, availing themfelves of a 
* variety of circumftances, have elevated their 
houfe to its actual ftate. Frederic William, 
commonly denominated in hiftory, “ the 
Great EleClor,” laid the foundations by his 
wifdom, valor, and policy. In the courfe 
of near half a century, his able adminiflration 
repaired the calamities of the preceding 
reign; emancipated the Dukedom of Pruffia 
from its feudal homage to the Crown and 
Republic of Poland; introduced arts, manu¬ 
factures, and civilization among his fubjebts ; 
and rendered the Electors of Brandenburgh 
the mod powerful Princes of the North, un¬ 
der the rank of crowned heads.' When 
thefe fafts are confidered, one cannot be 
furprifed at the eulogiums conferred on 
him by his prefent Majefty, in his writings; 
nor at the popular veneration-with which 
his name and a&ions are always mentioned 
in this country. 

The vanity of the fon continued and 
embellifhed the fab rick, raifed by the ta¬ 
lents of the father. (Mentation, rather 

than 
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than a wife and enlarged ambition, pfdbably 
Simulated Frederic the Firft tq procure the 
exchange of his ele&oral bonnet for a royal 
crown: but, it may be juftly doubted, whether 
. the. deeped: and mod. fuccefeful policy could 
have eventually contributed fo much to the 
. elevation of his family* Whatever degree, of 
contempt has been thrown on bis character 
- by the prefent King his grandfop, he has 
always appeared to me to have juftly chal¬ 
lenged the gratitude of his pofterity. His 
:perfonal deformity, his love of e^penfive 
fhew, and his puerile attachment to favour¬ 
ites, are all expofed with ieyerity, in the 
“ Memoirs of the Houfe of Brandenburgh." 
If, however, we confult other fources of in- 
formation, we fhall fee him depictured as 
* magnificent, liberal, and humane. It . is thus 
.thatPollnita has deferibed. him; aftd.it js in 
. thefe cokusitbat l hav^beard him mention¬ 
ed by perfbns here,whqfe ■fathers ncgupied 
cdiftjngmfljed pteces, in' his/Conrt. 

. To Fidderic; the Firdfucce^ed .bis ftp, 
cFredancWjJham, .the Hu^ batib and pa* 
VOL. i. Q amiable 
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amiable of Princes, whole principal felicity 
feemed to confift in forming and difciplin- 
ing a giant regiment of guards, the wonder 
of his Own people, and the ridicule of foreign 
nations. Parfimonious in every other arti- 
ticle of pleafure,and an enemy to all expence, 
he retained about him no trace of his fathers 
fplendor. - Terrible in his anger, inflexible iii 
his prejudices, and inexorable in hisrefent- 
ment, he punifhed the tranfgreffions pf his 
fubje&s, and even of his children, Vith'un¬ 
exampled feverity. His fucceflor, the prefent 
King, narrowly efcapedthe fate of Don Carlos 
inSpain,and oftheCzarowitz Alexis inRuffia, 
for a fault which merited only paternal -rd- 
prehehfioii. To the interpofition of the late 

• Emperor Charles the Sixth, whofe daughter 
; he fince-defpoiled of Silefia, Frederic was emir 

nently indebted for his pardon and his life. 

* Itmuft beconfefled thatofer this tranfa6tion, 
-ais well-as over manyothercenfurable parts 

of Frederic William’s Gondufilt, ilia, fon has 
«thrown the veil of filial piety and decorum, 
tn aU his writings} While he avows tKe 
. / O .i indelible 
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indelible obligations due to his father’s 
economy,’ his policy, and his attention to 
promote the profperity of his fubje&s. - t 
The private felicity of his fon did not form 
equally an obje6t of his endeavours; for no 
fooner had he releafed the Prince Royal from 
a long and rigorous confinement to which he 
wasfentepced, in the Citadel ofCuflrin, than he 
was compelled by his father to contrail a mar¬ 
riage altogether contrary to his inclinations. 
Frederic William’s choice having fallen on 
the Princefs Elizabeth Chriftina of Brunfwic 
Wolfenbuttle,the nuptials were folemnized in 
June 1733; but his parental authority, how¬ 
ever rigorous or defpotic, never could enforce 
the confummation of the marriage. She re¬ 
mains, it is fuppofed, a maiden Queen. At 
the timeof her union with his prefent Majefty, 
fhe neverthelefs poflefled perfonal charms of 
the moft captivating kind, which might well 
have awakened defire, if not excited attach¬ 
ment. She had not completed her. eight¬ 
eenth year, and, to a very fine complexion 
fhe added a graceful and elegant figure. 
Put, thefe<attra£tions had no influence over. 
v <4 a her 
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her hufband, who mamfefted -for her sin in- 
furmountable indifference, which he was at 
little pains to conceal. His difinclination to-* 
wards the Princefs, was augmented by his 
contempt of her underftandmg. As the match 
had been on his part from the beginning al¬ 
together involuntaiy, doubts of its legal vali¬ 
dity might have been ftarted not without 
feme rfeafon. It was even commonly fuppof- 
ed throughout Germany, that on Frederic 
William’s death, and his own acceffion to the 
throne, he would avail himfelf of the pretext 
of compulfion; either by immediately difown- 
ing her as his wife, or by procuring a divorce, 
Frederic has not however, mamfefted the 
flighted; difpolition to break the matrimonial 
fetters impofed on him by the late King, nor 
has he difcovered any anxiety to tranfmit 
the Crown to a lineal fucceflbr. Whether 
a fenfe of honor, refpe& to the memory of 
His predeceflbr, or other motives of a per- 
fonal nature, difficult and delicate to ex¬ 
plain, may have contributed moft to pro¬ 
duce his acquiefcence, it is not'eafy to lay 
with certainty. One ! of his fhrft • a&s, was 
' 1$ • to 
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to acknowledge her publicly as Queen of 
Pru 0 ia; but, fatisfied with that recogni¬ 
tion, he went no further. During four- 
and-forty years which have fince elapfed, 
he has uniformly treated her with external 
refpeft, civility, and coldnefs. In the 
beginning of his reign, when they frequent¬ 
ly appeared together on public occasions, 
the Queen, naturally timid, felt herfelf 
fo much overawed by the confcioufhefe 
of her own inferiority of understanding, 
added to her hufband’s negled; that if by 
accident he addrefied his difcourfe to 
her at table, fhe burft into tears, and 
was incapable of reply. This condu^, 
far from exciting any emotion of concern 
or compaflion in his bofom, only aug¬ 
mented his diflike: a fentament which de¬ 
rived ftrength from the companion between 
her and the two Queens of Prufria, her 
immediate predeceflbrs, who were botji 
very fuperior women. Sophia Charlotte, 
wife of Frederic the Firft, the friend and 
correfpondent of Leibnitz, cultivated letters 
and philofophy as the beft companipps of 
<13 the 
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the throne, and the greateft. confolation* 5 
of human life. The late Queen fepjqyed to 
the time of her death, when ihejwas more 
than feventy, the affectionate attachment 
of her family and her fubjetts. Both were 
Princeffes of Hanover; one. the After, and 
'the other the daughter of George the Firft, 
'King of England. Frederic has immor¬ 
talized the memory of. the firft Queen of 
Pruffia, in his writings; and he found 
leifure even in the midft of his greateft 
public difficulties, to pay the tribute of 
filial affeCtion to the virtues of the fecond. 
She died only ten days after the memorable 
defeat at Colin, in June 1757, leaving her 
fon and the Pruffian Monarchy itfelf in the 
moft perilous crifis. ‘ 

The prefent Queen is little known be¬ 
yond the limits of Berlin, or the palace of 
Charlottenburg, to which fhe commonly 
repairs in fummer. She enjoys indeed the 
name and honors of royalty; but, her life 
is melancholy, uniform,'and infipid. Nor 
are her appointments adequate to fuftain- 
ing the reprefentation of a Sovereign, in h 
^ manner 
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manner becoming her dignity. However 
limited may be her talents, Ihe merits from 
her amiable qualities and virtues, the attach - 
ment which isiuniverfally paid to her.. Age 
and 'knowledge of the world have infenfibly 
correfted her natural timidity ; but, with her 
hulband Ihe lias fcarcely any except a nomi- * 
nal Connection. Equally a ftranger to his 
pains and to his pleafures, altogether exclud¬ 
ed from his confidence <?r fociety, fhe fees 
him only in his occafioaal viiits to the capi¬ 
tal, in common with every other perion 
about the Court. 

It is. no lefs true than incredible, that 
in. the courfe of near half a century, which 
has elapfed lince her arrival here, lh« 
never has been either at Potzdam, or at 
“ Sans- Souci,” The mortification of fuch ; 
an exclufion is augmented by the prefe¬ 
rence (hewn to all the other Princefies of 
the Royal Family, who have been repeat¬ 
edly-there, at the Kings invitation* It is 
true that fome years, ago, Prince Ferdi¬ 
nand of Brunfwic her brother being arrived 
: . Q 4 . dt 
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at Berlin, his Majefty acquainted him 
by letter, that if he had a wifh to vifit 
Potzdaai and “ Sans Souci," orders were 
given to i&iew hiqi , every thing, deiervmg 
his attention. Frederic, who was juft 
fetting out for Silefia, added, that “ the 
“ Queen, if (he pleafed, might accompany 
“ Him." But, warmly as (he defired to 
gratify her curiofity, by the fight of a place 
fo intferefting, Ihe difdained to accept the 
peririiffion. “ If" laid (he, “ his Majelly 
“ does? riot deign to invite me to his palace, 
** when he is there in peribn, I will not 
“ profit of his abfence to vifit it." In con- 
fequericeV of her adherence to this deter* 
miftation, her brother went there alone: 

The late King Frederic William was 
carried* off by a dropfy, while ftill in the 
vigor of his age, leaving behind him a 
numerous faririly. His focond fon, Wil¬ 
liam Auguftus is no more; but, it is in 
his line that the crowft will probably be 
perpetuated: He was the handfomefi; 

Prince of the Royal Houle, of agreeable 

manners. 
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manners, suad of an amiable chara&er ^ 
though in talents civil as well as military,, 
and in ftrength of mind, ho could neither 
be compared with the King, nor with hi* 
younger brother Hemj. Hisfather fele&edt 
for him another Princefs of the family of 
Brunfwic, Louifa Amelia, filler to the prefent. 
Queen of Pruffia; but William Auguftua was 
not diftinguilhed either by his continence; 
before marriage, or by his fidelity to the, 
nuptial bed. Unlike Frederic in that parti-, 
cular he manifefted a decided paflion for the 
pleafures of love; and his gallantries with, 
women of diftin6tion, were no lefs. publio theft 
they were numerous. Carried off by a pre* 
mature death, in the midft of the great war 
that feemed to menace the deftru£tk>n of the; 
Pruffian Monarchy, the event of which he m 
faid to have deprecated; he had not the&tis*> 
fe&ion to witnefs the triumphant manner in. 
which it was terminated. He expired in d& 
grace, at the age of thirty-fix, fcarcdy more- 
than nineteen years ago; and hisend ia juiriy 
fuppofed to have been, accelerated,, if imb 

occafioned 
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occafioned by the poignancy of his own 
feeJfings, to which he fell a faorifice. 

* After the memorable defeat which his. 
Phiflian Majefly fuflained at Colin, in June 
*757, he was obliged, as we have feen, to 
retire with precipitation towards the confines. 
of Saxony. In this critical fituation, hav¬ 
ing haftily raifed the fiege of Prague, he 
thought proper to divide his forces; en- 
trufting to his brother' William Auguftus 
a confiderable corps, which- was polled in 
one of the northern circles of Bohemia. 
Frederic, whofe maxim has always been, 
that an array a&ing on the defenfive in 
an enemy’s country, melts away by fie- 
fertion and by ficknefs, more rapidly thap by: 
by the fword; enjoined his brother to fpare 
no efforts, in order to impede the progrefs 
of the Auftrians, who were advancing 
rapidly into Lufatia. In his inftru&ions 
he added, that it would be better at all 
events to lofe his foldiers in attacking and 
haraffing Daun, than to-fuffer them to 
moulder away in retreating before a vic- 
; torious 
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torious General. Whether from want of 
military (kill, or as other perfons here 
afTert, from inferiority in numbers, and In 
the quality of the troops under his com¬ 
mand ; it is certain that the Prince did hot 
execute the commiflion given him, in a fatis- 
factory manner. Daun having pafied him 
and got into his rear, entered Lufatia, where 
he bombarded the town of Zittau. The 
King inftantly difmifled William Auguftus 
from his fervice; would liften to no juftifi- 
cation or explanations; and when they met, 
he contemptuoufly turned away his horfes 
head from the unfortunate object of his re¬ 
sentment. On the Prince's attempting to 
excufe and to juftify his conduct, *‘Si je vous 
“ traitois comme vous meritez,” anfwered 
Frederic with indignation, “ je vous ferois 
“ decapiter; et j'enverrois votre t£te & tous 
“ les Generaux de mon armee.” He was 
immediately ordered to retire; and he died ih 
June 1758, about a year afterwards, of the 
moft incurable of all maladies, a broken heart, 
in the prime of life. The King, engaged at 

that 
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that time intheardiiousenterprize ofOlmutz, 
which; demanded ali.his attention, had fcarce- 
fy leifure, dr perhapa difpofition, to regret 
him. He left one fon, naiped Frederic 
William, who is heir to the Pruffian Mo* 
narchy J befides a daughter, the prefent 
Princefs of Orange. His widow, ftill fur* 
vires, and refides at Berlin; but, (he is as 
little diftinguiffied by Frederic’s nptice, as 
her lifter the Queen. They both pafs their 
Jives in obfcurity, and neither the one nor the 
ether will ever occupy a cqnfpicuous place 
in the annals of the houfe of Brandenburgh. 

Thpfe who, from whatever motive, de* 
firous of change, eagerly anticipate a new 
reign; and many of that defcription are to 
be found here; contemplate with pleaiure 
the chamber as well as qualities of the 
Prince Royal of Pruflia. He is juft thirty* 
three .years of age, full fix feet in height, 
and of a vigorous frame of body; in his early 
youth he was of a thin habit, but he now in¬ 
clines to corpulency. His countenance, open, 
gracious, and engaging, indicates more 

bene* 
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beneficence of heart, than itexprefles fupe- 
riority of mind. His figure, far exceeding 
the proportions of ordinary men, may be 
termed athletic, and almoft Herculean. If 
he were habited in the Ikin of the Nemaean 
Lion, he would convey no inadequate idea 
of the Ion of Jupiter and Alcmena. Formed 
for a camp, more than for a drawing-room, 
he has the frankand martial air of a foldier, 
rather than the polilhed manners of a 
Prince. Of a robuft conftitution, and inured 
to hardftiips, he has been, from his child¬ 
hood, little accuftomed to the 'luxury, 
which frequently in other countries fur- 
rounds perfons of royal birth. Bred in the 
fchool of Potzdam, under the fovere and 
continual infpe&ion of the King his uncle, 
he has pra&ifed the moft impheit obedience. 
Early taught to defend the Ctown, which 
is one dhy to defcerid to him, he has 
pafled through all the fubordinate military 
ranks, up to that of Major-General in the 
Prulfian ferrice, which 1 he now holds: 
The difciplme to which every other office? 
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is fubje&ed, fuffers no relaxation for the 
Heir Apparent. He dares not abfent him'* 
felf from his duty, or be remifs in its 
difcharge, without incurring the higheft 
refentment of his Sovereign, difplayed in 
the moft public manner. Every morning; 
in winter, no lefs than in fummer, he is 
to be found on the parade, before the 
palace of Potzdam; nor can he even leave 
that, place, except by Health, to vifit Ber¬ 
lin, unlefs by exprefs permiffion from the 
King. Few Princes, who are probably 
deftined to reign, have been treated in their 
youth with fo much rigour. 

If the heir to the Crown is by no means 
endowed with the abilities of Frederic, or 
of Prince Henry, his two uncles; he is, 
on the other hand, admitted to pofiefs a 
iolid and enlarged underflanding. His" 
mental qualities are certainly neither bril¬ 
liant nor impofing; but, they are far from 
being inadequate to the arduous fituation 
which he is by and by to occupy. . In 
the King he has had conftantly before his 

. eyes 
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-eyes the‘gfeateft’model of foccefsfuk' am- 
bition and of fuperior capacity, which any 
age can produce.- His mind has been im¬ 
proved, if ftot by the ;ftudy of polite letters, 
at lead: by an acquaintance with tactics and 
the fcience of war; nor is he deficient ia 
more liberal branches of knowledge and . in¬ 
formation. He poflefles the iheftimable advan- 

■ tage of having been initiated from his cradle* 
into the fy ftem of the Prufliatn adminiftratiori, 
finances, and policy. Having already at¬ 
tained to a ripe age, it is lefs probable that he 
• will be led into excefles of pleafure or prk- 
"fufidn, whenever he (half afcend the thrbtie. 
The fabrick of the Pruflian greatnefs hasbeek 
conftrufited by a mafter-haiid, which 
|ong preferved it; nor are the fame talent 
requifite for maintaining, as for ere6ting -the 
edifice. Only fuch a King as the prefont, 
perhaps, could have conquered and retained 
Silefia, or could have acquiredPolifli Pruffia: 
but, a much inferior Prince, in energy or 

■ vigilence, may be able to keep pofleflion 4 f 

• diem. 
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•them, when transmitted to him in peaceful 
fucceffion. 

Unfortunately the Heir Apparent has never 
been perfonally acceptable to, nor beloved 
by the King his, unde, who has always can" 
ceived and expreffed a mean opinion of his 
.nephew’s abilities. Though he refides con- 
.ftantly at Potzdam, he is Scarcely ever at 

Sans Souci f and is rarely admitted to 
the royal table* unlefs when he accompanies 
hi? Majefty to Breflaw, or into other parts 
of his dominions. He has never been 
^hdmguiihed by that preference, efteem, 
and partiality, which Frederic manifefts for 
•his nephews of the family of Brunfwic; in 
particular for the Hereditary Prince, and 
bis brother Prince Frederic, who have each 
-apartments aligned them in “ Sans Souci.” 
It is impoflible not to difapprove- a condudl, 
hvhieh is at once impolitic, unjuft, and Severe. , 
The coldnefs and neglect with which the 
iPrince Royal is treated, mufb naturally .tend 
leather, to deprefs and to irritate, than to 

exalt 
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exalt or ennoble his mind. It may even 
have injurious public effects at feme future 
period, and may lay the foundation of great 
hational misfortunes. We muft, on the 
Other hand, admit that hiftory furhifties no ' 
models of Princes fo truly great, as thofe 
who have been educated in. conftraint, or 
in adverfity. It was the fchool of Eliza¬ 
beth, of Henry the Fourth, and of Frederic 
himfelf. 

In one inftance, notwithftandihg, the pre- 
fent King has manifefted far more liberality 
of mind and indulgence towards his nephew, 
than he experienced himfelf from his own 
father. The Prince of Prufiia has been twice 
married ; but, neither.in.his firft nor fecond 
choice, does his uncle appear to have ex¬ 
erted any undue or tyrannical influence. 
Perhaps the feverity with which he was 
treated in that important tranfa&ion of his 
Own life, may have induced him to leave his 
nephew more at liberty. He was married 
in July 1765, to Elizabeth, Princefs of 
Brunfwic Wolfenbuttle, from whom he 
Vol. I. R was 
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was divorced ajbout three years afterwards* 
Motives of ftate rendering it neceffary for 
him to contract another matrimonial alliance, 
as he had no male iflhe by his firft wife, he. 
remained for fome time undecided in his 
preference. The German Empire with its 
numerous Princefies oflered a variety of 
candidates, who were fucceffively named as 
likely to fill the vacant place in the Royal 
Family. I am allured that he manifefted 
an inclination for the prefent Landgravine 
of Heile Caflel, daughter of the Margrave of 
Brandenburgh Schwedt, one of the moil 
beautiful women in Germany. She is laid, 
however, to harve refiifed or declined the 
honour intended her. It is certain that he 
might have received the hand of his coufin 
Sophia Albertina, filler of the prefent King 
of Sweden ; but from motives which I do 
not pretend to guefs, he was averfe to the 
match. At length the Princejfs Frederica 
Louifa of Heile Darmftadt was fele&ed, 
and the nuptials were, celebrated in July 
1769. .She is an. amiable, virtuous, and 
' • pleafing 
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pleafing- woman, pofleffing indeed neither 
the perfonal attractions, nor the graces of 
her predeceffor, Elizabeth of Brunfwic 
but exempt from her errors 'and defeCts. 
She is of a middle fize, her countenance • 
agreeable though not handfome, her man¬ 
ners eafy and engaging, her chara&er 
eftimable, and formed to excite uniyerfal' 
refpeCt. 

Notwithftanding thefe claims to atten¬ 
tion, the does not enjoy the good fortune 
of being acceptable to. the King*, who has » 
more than once mortified her in a public 
manner ; and who (hews her none of the 
' flattering marks of preference and diftin&ion, 
with which he was accuftomed to honour the 
firft’ Princefs of Pruffia. She refides conftant- 
ly at Potzdam; rarely permitted to vifit Ber¬ 
lin, and pafifes her life in a - fort of melan¬ 
choly, retirement. Her attendants are few, 
her eftablilhment fcanty, and altogether 
deftitube of fplendor. Thiofe who have con- 
ftant accefs to her, affure me, that thought 
not diftinguilhed by extraordinary endow- 
L . r 2 ment3 
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merits of mind, her underftanding is folid, 
and her conversation highly pleafing. She 
has already fulfilled the great objeCt of her 
marriage, by giving two heirs to the monar¬ 
chy;- her eldeft fon Frederic William, having 
been born in Auguft 1776. If (he has not 
been able? to" captivate the affections, or to 
feeure the conftancy of her hufband,-fhe poL 
feffes at leaf! his efteem, and repeives from 
lmn-every proof of external refpeCt. 

• Lille his father William Augiiftus, he does 
riot-'pique himfelf on'obferving his nuptial 
fidelity, hr -even on concealing his irregula¬ 
rities.- : Frederic, fevere on the parade* but, 
extremely relaxed on every point of moral 
or conjugal duty, is fuppofed to fee with' 
indifference the Prince’s infidelity to the 
iharriage bed. His prefent favourite is' 
Mademoifelle Enkel, whom he acknow¬ 
ledges as his miftrefs, and by whom he 
has feveral children. I have feen her fre¬ 
quently, as flie has her-box at the French' 
Comedy. Like Madame de Pompadour 
and • Madame du Barre, who fucceflrvely 

1 governed 
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"gQVerhed France, her origin is nptllloftrijxrf; 
v but Nature in recompenfe has,' been lavifti 
.to her in -charms. : They are, hoover, by 
no,means fufficiently powerful.to retain the 
, ejjcbhiye pofleflipn of her loser.... .The 
. Prince frequently cornea to Berlin- tolvilk 
-her incognito, without the King his .uncles 
'.hnpwledge ; as Ihe'dares not, on. any .coi^* 
'^deration', be feen at Potzdam. When on 
thefe lecret' expeditions, he alwayi Vetumfe 
-either.duririg the night, or early on therenr 
fuing morning. . <\ 

. The real character of the Prince of Pruffia 
is probably as yet much concealed, and 
time alone can unfold it to the world. The 
fuperior genius of the King, the eftrangeu 
ment which fubfifts.between them, and the 
degree of feverity,orrather tyranny, which irf 
exercifed by Frederic over has nephew, com¬ 
pel him to remain in the {bade; Whenever 
he ^fcends the throne', Europe, as well as hi* 
fubje&s, will perhaps be aftonilhed at the dif- 
play of talents, and qualities, which at prefent- 

» 3 !.* b 
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he is not fufpe&ed to pofiefs. Afany leading 
points of his difpofition and temper are, 
however, already perfebtly afcertained. In 
his manners, he is affable, communicative, 
and pleaiant: in fociety, convivial, cheerful, 
.and agreeable, without unbecoming fami¬ 
liarity. He is liberal to the greateft de¬ 
gree; and he has manifefted a warmth of 
adherence or - attachment towards all who 
have buffered for his fake, which does 
honour to the goodnefs of his heart. Va>- 
rious perfons, whom he has been fuppofed 
to diftinguifh by his notice or friendfhip, 
have on tliat account incurred the royal dif- 
pleafure, and have even been fent into dif- 
tant parts of the Pruffian dominions. The 
Prince, from his narrow appointments, ex¬ 
tends to them pecuniary relief. Nothing is 
more unqueftionable than his perfonal cou¬ 
rage, and he is neither deficient in ambition, 
nor in love of, glory. .Thofe who know him 
beft, have allured me that he will tread in 
the fteps of his predecefior; and will havef 
«3 no 
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no object nearer his heart, than to maintain 
and to augment the fplendor of the Pruffian 
Monarchy. They afiert, that he will re¬ 
nounce pleafure and dittipation, for the cares 
•of (late, and the duties of a fovereign ; 
hut, futurity alone can prove the truth or the 
’fallacy of thefe premature predictions. 

It is certain, that notwithftanding the 
lullre of the prelent Monarch, and the na¬ 
tural effeCt of fo diftinguilhed and brilliant a 
<charaCter, in exciting the national vanity of 
his fubjeCts; yet, no inconfiderable part of 
•them look forward, with anxiety and impa¬ 
tience, to the final period of his life. Inde¬ 
pendently of the love of novelty and change 
inherent in the nature of man, the Pruffians 
have reafons peculiar to themfelves for de- 
firing a new matter. Frederic, declining in 
'years and in health, fevere, economical, vigi¬ 
lant, and difficult to deceive, may excite re- 
fpeCt, but awakens no fentiment of affeCtion. 
•Averfe to pleafure, gallantry, or expence, he 
is neither furrounded by courtiers, nor ac- 
ccffible to flattery. The Prince, on the con- 
r 4 , trary. 
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trary, from natural difpofition, is fufceptibje, 
amorous,liberal, and fond of fociety. Jnhim 
_hisfubje6ts anticipate a more indulgent maf-» 
ter; lefs elevated and impofing, but, one 
whom they may love as well as admire. 
The Court, if that appellation can with pro¬ 
priety be given to the folitary retirement qf 
Potzdamand “Sans Souci,” will probably be 
transferred after the deceafe of Frederic, in a 
greater or.lefler degree, to Berlin ; and the 
metropolis, now deferted by the Sovereign, 
will then refume its gaiety. Such are the ex- 
-pe&ations formed of - the Heir Apparent, 
and fuch the' pleafing anticipations. of future 
felicity under his reign! ' 

It is natural that I Ihould fay a few words 
relative to Prince Henry of Prulfia; a perfon 
fcarcely lefs diftinguilhedby his great endow?- 
ments, than his elder brother the King, He 
is at this time near fiftyrtwo years of age, 
homely in his perfon, and deftitnte of any 
external graces of figure, or deportment. 
Naturally filent, cold, and diftant in his 
manners, he can neverthelefs, when occar 

fiop 
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fion demands, (hake off hjs habitual refrve, 
and become affable, communicative^ ani iiv- 
• gradating. To fuperior natural abilities he 
-joins uncommon cultivation of mind; tad 
Jike.Frederic, he is i?6 left gifted with (he 
talerits pf' a general, than, with thofe d a 
-ftatefinan . . Piiring the whole courfe of die 
date war, the King always committed to iiis 
charge the moft arduous undertakings, in 
which confummate prudence or military Ikift 
.were ‘required, .With inferior and ill-difci-, 
plined troops, he not only* fuftained, but re¬ 
pelled more, than once, the Aqftrian and 
3 axon attacks. At die battle of Prague, he 
diffdayed. the greateft intrepidity. At that 
pf Frey berg, he manifefted talents for war, 
which rank him among the firft com¬ 
manders of the age. To the fuperiority of 
his views and' difpofitiohs, was principally 
due the vi&ory which he there obtained, and 
pf which I have already fpoken elfewhere; 
JJis military talents are faid to be the reverie 
pf the King’s. Frederic, enterprizing in hi* 
temper, feems formed for bold and offenfive 

meafures. 
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mafures. Prince Henry, more cold and 
cartiouS, is calculated for defenfiwe war. 

.t is not only in the field that his abilities 
We been actively and beneficially employ¬ 
ed ‘for the fupport of the Pfuflian Crown and 
Monarchy: he has encountered and fur- 
mounted obftacles in the cabinet equally dif- 
iiailt. To him the King committed the two 
delicate negooiations opened with Catharine 
tie Second, which changed the face of Eu¬ 
rope, eventually produced the partition of 
Poland,and cemented, onlafting grounds,the 
friendfhip between the Courts of Peterfburgh 
and Berlin. In the two vifits which he made 
to the Emprefe for that purpqfe, when he 
tt&ed at once as a minifter of date and as an 
ambaflador, he more "than anfwered every 
expectation entertained of him, and effected 
all the leading points intrufted to his care. 
Such an union of talents is almoft unexampled 
’ in two Princes fo nearly allied by blood. 
There are not' wanting perfons here, who 
«fteem him fuperior in capacity to the King; 

but 
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but the elevation of a throne is more calcu¬ 
lated for the difplay of great endowments, 
than a private flat ion. 

In many particulars of their life and dif- 
■ pofition, even in their very defe6ts, the limi- 
larity between the two brothers is ftriking. 
Like Frederic, Prince Henry is deftitute of 
male or female iffue. Like him too, the 
Prinee is not of an amorous complexion, nor 
happy in his domeftic connexions. Both pafe 
a great portion of their lives in a fort of 
retreat, little feen except by the perfons who 
compofe their houfehold, and who conftitute 
their ordinary fociety. The Prince was mar¬ 
ried in 1752, to Wilhelmina, daughter of 
Maximilian, Landgrave of HeffeCaflel ; but 
they neither eat, fpeak, meet, nor cohabit 
together. She is, neverthelefs, admitted to 
be not only an amiable and pleafing woman, 
but poflfefied of a fuperior underftanding. It 
certainly is not in the Royal Family ofPruffia, 
that examples of conjugal union or felicity 
can at prefent be eafily found. Such is the 
alienation which fubfifts between Prince 

Henry 
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. Henry and his wife, that he has always, 
when at Be/lin, a feparate table in the fame 
Palace but he refides; during the far greater 
.'part pf the year,' at his feat of• Rheinfbdrg, 
: near the borders of the Duchy of Mecklen- 
berg Strelitz,.' It is there that Grangers; are 
■ prefented tp him, as’he rarely remains in the 
•capital more than three months annually, 

• from January till April, Though little con- 

• fulted or .employed by Frederic at prefent, 
in .the calm of peace,’no one doubts that if 
cirpumllances of public danger or difficulty 
lhould arife, his abilities would again be 
called into, the moil a&ive exertion. 

• Of the' King’s four fillers, only one, 
the Princefe, Amelia, youngeit of Frederic 
William s numerous' family, has remained 
unmarried.. She occupies a fplendid palace 
in one of the beft ftreets of the metropolis; 
and Frederic,/who regards, her with great 
affeclion, ufually breakfafts with her when* 
ever he occaiionally vifits Berlin. Having 
been eledted /Abbefa of Quedlinbourg in 
1751, the revenue ariling from that eccle-. 

• fiaftical. 
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liaftieal preferment enables her to maintain 
an eftablifhment fuitable to her birth. Her - 
ertdowments of mind are aflerted -to be ex-‘ 
traordlnary; but her health and con{%ution 
are altogether broken by difeafe, though • 
fbe is fearcely fift^four years of age. 'Such - * *• 
are her infirmities, that fhe has entirely loft { 
any eye, and the ufe of one arm; in con- 
fequence of which {he is feldom feen in r 
public, and never appears at Court. 

With Prince Ferdinand of Pruflia; laft r 
of the Royal line, I • (hall-conclude this 3 
letter. Akhough he may not have the %• 
fame perfonal diaims to immortality with 
his two elder brothers^ in . perfonal' i^ourage 
he may juftly emulate^hem. Enuring the 
late war he lerved' 1 irktM 1 Pruffian* forces^ 
and he holds the rank of Geteral. It is n6t, 
however, to him. that Frederic jill probably 
ever intruft, in a moment of danger or emer¬ 
gency, the material interefts of the family 
of Brandenburgh. Prince Ferdinand has 
two fons by his prefent wife; fo that, not- 
withftanding the fterility of the Queen and 

of 
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of the Princefs Henry, the Crown, we may 
reafonably conje6lure, will not want males 
to inherit it in our time. Thofe who believe 
that genius is tranfmitted by defcent, will 
perhaps regret that neither the King nor 
Prince Henry are likely to leave behind 
them any pofterity. But, however greatly 
their abilities may have conduced to elevate 
the Pruffian Monarchy to its prefent (late, 
we may fecurely confide its future preferva- 
tion, to the valour, judgment, and probity 
of its collateral heirs. 


/ 
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LETTER VII. 

Potzdam.—Sans Souci.”—The new Palate .— 
Rejbc&ions on Potzdam, and on the genus of 
the Prujftan government. 

Le i psic, November 9,1777* 

the fifth of this month I left Balin, 
after a flay of about feven weeks,and 
arrived at Potzdam the fame evening It 
is difficult to imagine a more fterile tn£t of 
country, than that which feparates th< two 
cities. The whole is an expanfe of .and, 
exhibiting fcarcely any marks of estiva¬ 
tion, thinly, peopled, dreary, and refenbling 
a wildernefs, rather than the vicinityof a 
great metropolis. Groves of melanholy 
fir diverfify, without enlivening the pro- 
fpect; and few marks of agricultur/or of 
opulence are feen. This appearance s, no 
doubt, to be chiefly attributed to th< un¬ 
grateful nature of the foil; but foniehing 

mull. 
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muO, in my judgment, be allowed for the 
genias of the government, which is more 
direfted to political aggrandizement, than 
to the felicity of the people. 

- If .Berlin is cdhfidered as the capital of the 
Urtifian Monarchy,- Potzdam may be pro¬ 
perty efteemed the ordinary refidence of the 
Sove'eign, ever fince the death of Frederic 
the Erft, more than fixty. years ago. The late 
King his fon, preferred it, for many reafons; 
to th* metropolis; and the prefentKingpaffes 
the fir greater part of the year at Potzdam. 
Ever fquare and every ftreet difplay the 
charaEteriftic marks of his genius. I regard 
it, indeed, more in the light of a military 
ftatioi, or as the head-quarters of an army in 
cantodment, than as a mere city in the com¬ 
mon acceptation of the term. Tike Berlin, it 
is regdar, modern, and conftru&ed with fym - 
metrt Some of the gates are of Athenian tafte 
and ePgance, exhibiting models of architec¬ 
ture id \t~rious forms. The Royal Palace is S 
princfy edifice, in front of which extendi 
tile pirade, where Frederic, uhleis prevented 

" ‘ by 
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by indifpofitjiQn, is every morning |o bar 
found, reviewing his guards. I faw him gal-*.. 
lop along the line, and'give the, vjpjccl of 
cpmmand in pprfon, with all thp fire and, 
animation of a .yopng ipan. Yet he is now.' 
more than fi^ty-fiyeyearsof agea period 
of life,. ,lopg before, wlfich the great Confix 
as well as Jtylarjborough, ceafed to appear 
in the field and after which, fcatctdy any. 
of thenyaft .illuftrious Generals of the laft 
or prefent century, have ventured to afifume 
in perfon the: command pf armies. If Prince. 
Eugene and Marfhal Vfilars form exceptions 
to the remark, it. muft be admitted that 
they did pot add to their laurels, by their 
concluding campaigns. -The King of Pruffia, 
notwithftanding his bodily infirmities, ftdl 
preferves the frefhnefs, and even much of 
the a&ivity of his youth. . In cafe of a rup¬ 
ture with Auftria or Ruffia, no man doubts 
that he would lpad his tfoops in perfon agapift. 
the enemy.,; He may perhaps be lefs enter^ 
prizing ip,his; temper than he was formerly; 
hut neither the energy npr. vigor, of his 
.vot,, ,i. * S. faculties 
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faculties feem to have ftffferfecf afry‘dmat*-' 
nutiorr. • 

Many caufes, phyfical as well as moral,' 
conduce to render Fotzdam gloomy and 
clieerlefs. The local petition is ih itfelf def- 
titute of natural gaiety or beauty. A fahdy^ 
barren foil, oil Which Only the fir loves to 
rUn up or to thrive, is an inherent and 
irremediable defeat. It is even adverfe to 
die genius of atfchhe&uVe: for fo loofe is 
the ground, that it appears to be incapable 
of loiig fuftaining the incumbent weight 
Of any very • large, ot heavy ftrtfoture: a 
deformity vifible in various pdrts of the 
city,- where the buildings have furik at the 
foundation. Yet I do not recoHe£t to have 
heard that at Palmyra, which hands in the 
midft of the fends-'of Arabia, siny of the 
temples or monuments, though of remote 
antiquity, lean from-the perpendicular, or 
haVe fuffored from the fame eaiffe. Is it 
that Frederic, though he lotes to builds and to 
decorate j confulfcrf principally his dWn grati¬ 
fication, or Vanity, regardlefecif poltferity? It 
1 ‘j ' T certainly 


Digitized by Google 



I 


COURT OF MRl'lN, BTC. 2 .$$. 

certainly was not thus that Pericles embel- 
lrfhed 1 Athens ; Or that Agrippa and Adrian 
conflru6fced the edifices intended to tr&nfr 1 
mrt their memories to diftant times. Yet in 
monuments of tsafte, and the protection of all 
the fine arts, no lefs than in military feme, 
the Kih| haS ever “been emulous- to rival the 
great-ell names of Greece or Rome. 

Scarcely above a quarter of a mile from 
Potzeferfh, ; on a pleafing eminence,- com¬ 
manding a- view of the city, the river 
Havel, and the adjacent country, Hands* 
the little palace of “ Sana Souci.” In 
celebrity, though not in magnitude or 
fplendw, it may vie with VerfailleS, witli 
the Efdurial, Ot'the Vatican; the' rooft ex- 
penfive fabrics- of modem vanity- and gram 
deur. The building itfelf is far from mag¬ 
nificent, confifting only of a long range of 
apartments on the ground 1 , cortHrafted by 
Frederic, not- long after his acceffion to the- 
Crown, it was there; in the early part of 
the prefeht reign, that Voltaire, Mauper* 
«rfs£ BlefeSeld, Algarotti, * Manftein, D'Af- 
♦ s a gens, 
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gens, Koening, and fo many other ex$$ordi'. 
nary or fuperior men, were accnftomed fre¬ 
quently to hold their meetings, and .to difcuri. 
tlie molt interefting queftionsof fcienceorof 
philpfophy, in company with the King. That 
period of rime terminated with the memor¬ 
able war .which began in 17 56, when military 
occupations of a more urgent and imperious 
nature broke up their fociety. During 
near feven years Frederic neither beheld his 
capital, nor “ Sans Souci," which, were both 
more than once in pofleffion of thp ;Auf- 
trians Or the Ruffians., , They nevferthelefs 
fpared,arid protected the latter from outrage. 
Except Yoltaiye, Frederic is novp the foie 
furviivor of that gre*t kpot; and heft he 
pafles in a retirement, partly Epicurean, 
partly philofophic, the whole of; the Sum¬ 
mer and Autumn, when he is not abfent 
at the reviews in Silefia, or at thole on the 
Viftula.. At Sans Souci,” he afle&sto 
diyeft hiujfelf of‘, the parps and. fatigues 
attached to .Royalty; to unbei^d;;his - mind 
h orn State affairs, and-to five principally for 

fociety. 
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foeiety, frieridfcrp,' and knowledge.. No 
'vjfitoir''of* whatdtfeTyank intrudes utiafked, 
‘ori the 'privacy of’his retreat: but the,,Here¬ 
ditary” Prince of ’Brfiftfwic, aswell as bis 
brother Prince Frederic; each, Ijav^their re^- 
Tpd6tive apartments in the- palace j and when 
the re,‘ they chhftantly : d ihe at the f royal' table. 

1 "The central chamber of “ Sabi* Sotici,” 
: whifch is the eating ‘rddiil ; is ; fmSll, 'Mt beau¬ 
tiful ; the figure of it is oval; and-architec¬ 
ture, as well as iculpture, have united to¬ 
wards its decoration. Italy and Egypt 
furriifhed the marble with which'the floor is 
inlaid ; and the Corinthian pillars that fup- 
port the roof, were dug out of the quarries 
of Carrara. Two ftatutes of exquifitewock- 
irianftiip; ftand in niches on either fide 
the door; and in all the furniture, , ito Iefs 
than in the ornaments, are difplayed luxury 
arid tafte. -In order however to render it 
habitable, or at leaft comfortable, a warmer 
and more genial dimate is reqwifite; On the 
(bore of Bake, or of Sorrento, filch a retreat 
would be fupremely delightful; but here, 

s 3 during 
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during ten months of the year, we (hiver 
while we admire. In fummer the King con* 
ilantly dines there; and adjoining to it are 
three chambers, one within the other, pecu* 
burly appropriated to )hb own ufe. 

The ferfl apartment is a drawing-room of 
.very moderate jdimepfions, but elegant and 
adorned with a few paintings: unlike 'the 
generality of German. .rooms, it ha? m it.a 
chimney. Frederic, who prefers comfort tp 
grandeur, has difcoyered that nothing cap 
compehfete for the. cheerful and ,vivifying 
influence of a fire. The body may indeed 
-be completely warmed by the equal dif- 
fufion of heat from a hove; but tbe ; mind, 
the /temper, and the• fancy, receive anima- 
■ tion <as well, as heat, from the fight : pf a 
blazing hearth. The 'King is tpo read 
in Horace and in.TibuUus, not to fecl 
how clafficpl a warmth is heftowed. by th e 
. *•* %na Typler foco.”. It is one of the -many 
-proofs that might he adduced, how fo- 
perior be is; in little, as Fell as ‘m greater 
things, to;,., the genpp^lity of German 
> ; . Princes, 
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Fringes^ wflo^ .-/$& p... fine*. and. arp 

^ ..operation... j^ar 
the ejiimitey .ptas. plnp^. a^ofa,. vgrj 4jrtj ? 

.and, ranch; .woTp .\>y, ,lhe Kingjs. ^ppts^ 
fljffn?, fae. ,writes ?1 re^s,. compotes, a>nd di£ 
ppt4<£ |)UjCuap^. •; . ; . <r .: • ■ 

N^xt.Jjp i|t- is the jjp^fic-TAOJtn; p?? IjPlifor 
I»ent ,;Fi]4eric, .at eyejry period 

. hem fopfl* Th.e flute was,' 
for a long time, his favorite .injflrujpept^ 
bpJPu flas, not without relu$auce, ^een 
p|?%4JP ^enounce <t this .olegapt grptifica- 
tjpp, . on. account . of the ..weahnefc ( of.his 
lungs*., and he now perfppns on the harp- 
richorfl. A very finp ,pjie flood in the 
apartinenj;;. and on ,a large iparble table, 
tumbled together ip confufioji, lay. Sonatas, 
petre^ritionsf and u yariety pf curiofities, 
_minpraj ? metallic, .apd, literary. Only one 
painting found a pja.ee Jbepe; it wap a portrait 
of the Emperor Jpfeph the Second, lately fent 
him.a? a prefent from Vienna. He d<mbtlefs 
retains it there, ,as William the T^i^d would 
have preferred that pf Louis the fourteenth 
conflantly,h e fore hi* ayes, or as AJexppder 

s 4 would 
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would have done that of Dariiis.' Towards 
the Court of Vienna, Frederic looks with 
natural ahd uriceafing folicitude. He is 
neither lulled into fecurity by treaties, nor 
deceived by proteftations. ConfciOus that the 
Auftrian Cabinet will fejze the firftocca- 
lion of endeavoring to regain Silefia J , and of 
humbling the family of Brandeiihurgh, he 
keeps the image of his antagonist constantly 
before his eyes. f ' 

In the third and inrte'rmoSt chamber, liis 
Majefty deeps: but,on firift’ entering, it is not 
eafy to difcover the precife place; alkrge re- 
cefs, gilded and defigned for a bed offlate, 
remaining unoccupied. Behind a fcreen, in 
one comer of the room, On a little camp bed, 
or rather couch, fdarcely three feet wide, 
Frederic conftantly repdfes. The WhoIe fur^ 
niture, as well as the fcreen itfelf, are com- 
pofedofpale blue lhtfri,ahd aft the fbot (lands 
an alarum clock. Accuftomed to a military 
life, iihd inured to^hardlbips, he prefers 
fhis bed t6 one' of a larger Ike. In the 
gardens 1 of “ Sans Souci" almoft clofe 
tp the palape, is the ‘gallery of paintings 
' * that 
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that he has conftrufted : the walls, as well 
as the flour of which, are entirely in- 
cfufted with marble. Though the col¬ 
lection cUn 1 neither compare in magnitude, 
with that ‘of - Drefden, ot ’of Dufleldorf,' it 
contains irrany valuable nieces, Italian and 
Flemifh. • He ufualiy pafles an hour or more 
there almOft every' day, when not prevehted 
by more' important occupations; Vander- 
werff and “Rubens ar efard to be his favourite 
maftersi""' '/ ! ; ' 

• I drdye'iabout a irttte through the gar¬ 
dens of Sans Souci,"* to the hew palace ; 
a magnificent ftru&ure erected by the King 
flnce the conclufion of the peace of Hu- 
hertlburg in 1763, and' only fmifhed a 
few years ago. The front is grand, and 
the ftyle noble, but capricious and lingular; 
differing in fome points from the com¬ 
monly eftablilhed rules of architecture. 
After contemplating its * vaft extent, its 
fuperb furniture, its numerous apartments, 
capable of lodging the whole Royal Family, 
together with their attendants; we are com¬ 
pelled 
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peljbd to lament thfit it ftands in a fandy 
plaiq^i. deftitufe. of ( ch$erfulnef$ or beawty. 
It is indeed, difficult to,p$ign a .fotisfe&ory 
reafof^.^hj a Prinfte c (o pcenojgajfgd, fo 
jnuqhan -enemy jto. ijfeleft pomp^ffipnld pon- 
ftr^6tjijCecondvefdaj}lc$ ppoong 4 j^%ds of 
Br^dcfd>^^y. Was itnot dope, in qr$ef 
to 'Cp^yi^cp ..#1}. Rjurope i: .that %; Awfe-fuj®* 
Pufy., and exgenfiye . war. whidt^ fidlain^. 
ed^yas, neither, wfpovcnlhed 'hijp lj por. 1 e^- 
haufted his finances ? Except during, the 
Crreai PnKc^f Ruffins v jfi t jto. him la$ year, 
hit? jips. fca,rcely. ever- lodged ip, this. Palftpe 
a ^jjgle jnight ; an^ perhaps ftp. jyflJ never 
intyibii itnaoije... Con l t?i>t witjji.^ayjngxeap- 
ed ffo ,fppcrb ^n’edifipe, he leaves: it to.be oc¬ 
cupied, t fty hisfncceffors.,. . 

, Notwithftanding thefe magnificent con- 
ftrpjftions of art, whofe effect is encreafetji 
by,,,the external beaiity and, regularity 
of Batzdam, the mind wants fomejthing 
on which to repofe. After the firft epior 
tiqns of curiofity and admiration fyave fub- 
fided, we look round for comfort, plenty, 

and 
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$pd fehcify. '..;But, banj^fd by the h^ndof 
.jpiUtfuyi fcyerhy, they .W#%p 

to be foHtql Vo e. pe^jjpts are fee^ 
'along tjt* totes of : $$4 

employed iq ^.npcHp^jo^f .;$? t^cre^tia^ 
rof a coi^syflj^. .^jfejenp metbat j^op^r 

might ^aye writtenJ^s .‘f,|liaf(,” ,Of Yff^re 
Jbfs *■ Henriadpj” at Pp^app; ■ but,, V^jgjl 
jCpuJd .qpfft bis “Georgic^” 

W? s Tbfft9 r ^r.:^. u f t %Uiun^/\;4Wxder 

ttjig ^jp tfiqd.or 

-jpaftoraljifiji^got pr$$kftbp^felyfs, to.^e 
... Opat^^nd HuiJarsconftijtplje 

• <.b?,d#wb;^nts:; m 1 & e y.fw 

_^ther detajnje4 by fojrpe, than resident 
_from ipj^inatpp,. .ipyaby, adhere^. 
.While I ..r.ewpipecj .there, ,1 thougbft per¬ 
petually qf.yrbpt Gic£rp. ) {ai4 to MarQ^lqs; 
_“ • Whereyer you. are, jpcollett that yop p$e 
.“ equally ^vthin the poyer- of. tbe. ;( cpp- 
“ .queror.” ..The PrufQpri Monarchy jitfqlf 
fometimes reminds me of a vaft prifop, 
in the gloomy centre of which appears 
the great keeper, occupied in the care of 

his . 
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his' captives. The air, tvhich I am now 
Breathing, feems lighter than iri Brandeh- 
J burghi, the human face more cheerful, the 
'animal man more happy i and the afpeft 
'of nature itfelf more grateful". ' I quitted; 
'the dominions of Frederic, penetrated with 
admirdtibn of his'talents, his victories, 
and' his atchicVements 1 : but, with Tene¬ 
ments fuch as we experience on leaving a 
"magnificent caftle, furrounded with moats 
and battlements, where emblems of feftraint 
continually force themfelveS' oii tHe*eye, "or 
the imagination; After my departure from 
: Potzdam, I reached the Saxon frontiers in a 

• • 1 • - . r 

few hours; for the difeance is veVy ihcOii- 
fiderable. Not only the foil becomes fer¬ 
tile* but the cultivation is better ; and an 
• ahr df plenty, mixed with content, is vifible 
in' every countenance, on entering the ter¬ 
ritories of Saxony. It is impoflible to ex- 
prefs how pleafing is the efFefit of this change, 
' on the mind. 
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option, of brief den', local and political—Conduct 
of the King of PruJJia, towards the Saxons, in 
the lhfi war.—The Court.''—Change in itpnce | 
the Death of'AugiiJlus the Third.-*-Saxon Wo-' 
men.—Prints Charles of Saxony. — Story" bf ! 
the Apparition of the Chemliet 4e Saxe, r&ifed t 
• by Sehrepfer.-+rRejle8iiotis 'oh it—-Death qfi 
v Schrepftr. ' , . . ' . . ; 

•CrEsden, November 23, 1777. ’ 

Jt is difficult to imagine a greatet trari- 
fitioh, than in paffing from the Pruffian, 
to the Saxon dominions j or a contraft more 
ftriking, than is profented by Berlin and 
Drefden. I am charmed xvith this city; 
with its' environs, with its fociety, and 
with its general afpe&. The Tandy plains 
of Brandenburgh are here exchanged for 
a rich, finely undulated, and populous 
country, covered with marks of opu¬ 
lence, iiiduftry, and freedom, Iriftead of 

the 





itit&'oiis of tut 

the melancholy and deferted magnificence 
of Berlin, we find here a fmaller capital, left 
regular in its conftrudtion; but cheerful, ele- 
gant, and in a fituation the tnoft picturefque. 
It retains indeed, in many parts, the fright¬ 
ful veffiges of bombardments, conflagra¬ 
tions, and ravages, principally kifli&ed 
by Frederic, during the courfe of the late 
war. Never, perhaps, was any fituation, 
politically confidered, more unfortunate 
than that of Drefden. All the local or 
phyfical advantages which the SaxOrt ca¬ 
pital enjoys, are dearly purchafed by its 
expofed pofition. Placed between two 
great rival powers, ,who are perpetually 
contending for, fyperiority, the Ele6Uw ft 
tender a neceffity on . every . rupture, , of 
joining one or the otfjer. If, as in the late 
war, he allies with Auftria; his dominienaSr 
nay his capital and his palace^, are occu¬ 
pied, burnt, and, demolifhed by the Pruf- 
fians. Auguflus; the Thftd,. King of. Po¬ 
land, grandfather to the prefect Ele&ar, 
experienced this, trpth in its-j.fuil: extent* 

Driven 
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Drived from Drefden, hepafled molt of tfhe 
cdrieUitiiiigf years of his reign, inafdit of 
inglorious exile fibm his paternal dortrini- 1 
onSj'ai Warfaw, among'his elfe&ive fabje6ts,' 
the Poles. Dbes he- -take part agamlt the 
Court of Vienna ? He is, if porfibte,- ex-' 
pofed to greater calamities: The Bohe-* 
mian frontiers are fcarcely four leagues 
diftahtd artd a body of Croats, orPan- 
dourSj fectetly detached by die enemy; 
may ’ carry off the : Elector himfelf, if he 
venture to take the diverfion of huhtiftg 
at Mofitkburg, or at PHnitz, two of his pa¬ 
laces in the vicinity of Drefden. ' 

Yet, under all theft - difadvantages, iii 
the fhort time which has, elapfed iince the 
conclufion of the late peace ; fuch are the 
inherent fuperiorities of the foil of Saxony; 
fuch the induftry of its inhabitants, and fuch 
the wifdom, economy, and benignity of the 
prefent Government, that, except in DrefdOn 
itfelfj I- can trace few marks of misfi# 1 
' tune. Frederic’s Generals, from neceflity 
more than from inclination, were reduced 

to 
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to .bt)m the fuburbs in. ^758; but he dK 
reeled his bombs -againft the fineft; public 
edifices, during the fiege in 1760. Animated 
by perfonal refentnjpnt towards Cpunt 
Bruhl, firft minifter and favorite of Auguftus 
the Third, to whofe influence and counfels 
he attributed the hoftile part taken by his 
mailer ; the King defeended to manifefi; his 
indignation againft that nobleman, in a 
manner as it appears to me, unworthy of fo 
great a Prince. He not only deftroyed 
Count Bfuhl’s palaces; but even cpui^d* it 
is faid, the pavilions and ftatues in hisgar- 
dens, to be mutilated or defaced.: a ftate 
in which many of them ftill remain at the 
prefenthour. Such a mode of revenge, if 
true, refembles more the impotent fury of 
Cambyfes or of Cara^aHa* than thp dignified 
refentment which .Iheuld characterize ; a 
Sovereign, by whom the arfs have been 
always cherifhed. His enemies'. by • no 
means retaliated with equal feverity on 
Berlin, oron Potzdam, • of both which, 
for a (hurt. time,, they, were .repeatedly 

matters; 
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Iriafters; ’ and which 1 , though they plundered 
and' ranfomed, they neither defaced, nor' 
demolifhed. During the winter of 1756 / 
when Frederic occupied and refided at Dref- 
den, he was accuftomed to pafs iriuch of his 
leifure in the celebrated gallery of paintings 
conftruCted by Auguftus the Third. It is 
by far the fineft collection of that nature to 
be found in the north of Europe, arid does 
honor to the tafte as well as magnificence of 
the late King of Poland. I confefs, however," 
that I am lefs ftruck with the “ Notte” of 
Corregio, oppofite to which Frederic ufed 
to caufe his chair to be placed, than with 
many other pieces in the gallery. 

Of the Saxori Court, though I have been 
prefented to the EleCtor, I am incompetent 
to fpeak with information, from fo fhort a 
relidence. A glance fuffices, neverthelefs, 
to fhew that it fcarcely retains any traces 
of the fplendor which characterized it under 
the reigns of Auguftus the Second and 
Third. Thofe Princes, in addition to their 
hereditary pdfiefiions, were by election 
•VOL. 1 . T Kings 
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Kings of* Poland; and Drefden, from the. 
beginning of the prefect century, down to 
die year 1756, might be faid to vie with 
Paris itfelf in the arts of pleafure and. 
luxury. But, the accumulated calami ties 
of war, under which Saxony groaned during 
more than fix years, nearly extinguifhed in- 
duftry, and impoverifhed every clafs of the 
people. The reigning Ele6tor, economical, 
laborious, and neither attached to pleafure, 
hor to exhibitions of pomp, wifely repreffes 
every tendency to expence. Occupied me- 
ritorioufly in recovering his dominions from 
the ravages of Frederic, no lefs than from the , 
effect of the profufion and mal-adminiftratioil 
of his predeceffors; he gives no part of his 
revenues to miftrefles, to daricers, to artifts, 
or to public exhibitions in any line. 

When, I recolle£t the captivating defcrip- 
tions of Drefden as it exifted under Auguflus 
the Second, given us by Lady Wortley 
Montagu, by PoUnitz, and by many other 
writers; I am tempted to think that I read 
of fome other place, Encampments, fhows, 
21 -. aqd 
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and diverfions, perpetually fucceeding each 
other, to which ftran^ers eagerly crowded 
from all the kingdoms of Europe, rendered 
it at once the moil amufing, a? well as 
fplendid Court in Germany. That Prince, 
whole bodity ftrength equalled all that fable 
attributes to Ajax or to Thefeus, was formed 
to excel in manly exercifes of every kind. 
Pleafure, varied in a thoufand forms, feemed 
tp conftitute almoft the only occupation of 
his reign. Banquets, or rather Bacchanalian 
Orgies, fuch as the Regent Duke of Orleans, 
nearly at the fame time, was accuflomed to 
celebrate in the “ Palais Royal," at Paris, 
were continually given by Auguftus: while 
the moil beautiful women of Poland mid of 
Germany, allured by his liberality and mu¬ 
nificence, ftrove for the tranfitory pofleffion 
of his afFe&ions. It is in vain that you would 
now feek for beauty in the Saxon drawing¬ 
room. Except the Countefs Lofs, I have 
not feeri a fixigle woman of condition here, 
who'has'any pretentions to be called hand- 
fomel Even Madame de Lofs, if critically . 

T 9 examined, 
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examined, may rather be denominated 
elegant arid pleafing, than Superior in per¬ 
sonal charms. If, however, the upper ranks 
can furnilh fo few models for the painter,, it 
by no means follows, that the lex.has dege¬ 
nerated within the laft fifty years, in Saxony. 
Among the middle orders, and among the 
peafants, the molt charming figures are 
found;, far fuperior, in my opinion, tothofe 
ordinarily feen in other parts of the German 
Empire. I have often been inclined to 
imagine, though it is perhaps ideal, that 
there is in the air, climate, and Iky of 
Drefden and its enyirons, fomething more 
favourable to beauty, than in Hanover, 
Brandenburgh, or Bavaria. 

Among the Princes of the Electoral 
family, Prince Charles, uncle to the reigning 
Elector, is the molt confpicuous. He is here 
commonly denominated Duke of Courland, 
the States of that extenfive Dutchy haying 
chofen him for their Sovereign, by the in¬ 
fluence and protection of Elizabeth, late 
Emprcfs of Ruffia; pn elevation ta which 

20, ' his 
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his uncle, the famous Maurice, Marfhal Saxe, 
had been raifed at an earlier period of the 
prefent century.. With that Prinqefs’s reign 
expired his tranfitory dignity; and the exiled 
Duke Biren, recalled by. Peter, the Third 
from Siberia, refumed bis fufpended rights 
as Duke of Courland. -Prince Charles , of 
Saxony is not only elegant in his perfon and 
manners; but highly amiable, and accom- 
plilhed. He and the Prineefs his wife, who 
was a Polifh lady of the family of Crafinfky, 
inhabit the palace here in Drefden, which bet 
longed to the late Chevalier de Saxe, another 
of his uncles, and one of the many natural 
fons of Auguftus the Second, King of Poland* 
In the great gallery of that palace, where. 
I was prefented to Prince Charles three days 
fince, was performed the memorable fcene of 
railing the apparition of the Chevalier de 
Saxe. Never, perhaps, was a more audaci¬ 
ous, or a more fuccefsful experiment tried 
upon human weaknefs and credulity. As it 
happened only about four years ago, and as 
many perfons of the firft rank and corifidera- 
T 3 tiou 
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tion in this country were prelent, on the 
occafion, the principal circumftances at¬ 
tending it are well known and remembered. 
But, the ridicule which has attached to it, 
and the marked disapprobation exprefTed by 
the Ele6tor towards any repetition of fuch 
experiments, render all thofe who witnefled 
it extremely Ihy of relating the tranfa&ion. 
It was not without difficulty, after repeated 
folicitation, that I obtained from one of 
the gentlemen who affilted at it, the recital 
which I am about to make. He is a man of 
fenfe, courage, and intelligence. I fupprefs. 
his name ; blit, you may form from it fome 
eftimate of the human mind in this part of 
Europe; which in many refpefte, is certainly 
more open or liable to fuperftitious impref? 
fions, than with us. The Germans, almoit 
uriiverfally, even thofe of the foundeft and 
moll cultivated underftandings, believe in, 
the. exiftence of familiar fpirits; in whofe 
train follow witches, ghofts, and the whole 
family of invisible agents. If, however, we 
incline to confider fuch weaknefs with pity 
' ' or 
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or contempt; we fhould recolleft, that fimilar 
proofs of human infirmity have been given 
by turns, in every European capital. The 
miracles, performed in the church-yard of 
St. Medard, at Paris, under Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth’s reign, which were only terminated 
by the royal interpofition, are not yet for¬ 
gotten. And fcarcely fifteen years, I believe, 
are elapfed, fince London had its “ Che- 
“ valier de Saxe," in the memorable Cock- 
Lane ghoft. 

The man who here exhibited fo extraor- 
dinaiy a proof of his art; for foch it muft, 
in every cafe, be efteemed; was a perfon of 
the name of Schrepfer, who originally re- 
iided at Leipfic, of which city he was a 
native, and where he kept a coffee-houfe. 
But, his bufinefs not producing him either as 
much profit,' or as much diiliri£tion as he 
afpired to pofifefs, he pretended to fttidy 
magic, and to have acquired m^iiy fecrets or 
powers connected'with that imaginary fci- 
erice. He boldly afferted that he hhd inter^ 
courfe 'with, and at control over fpirits, whom 
T 4 he 
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Jie could fummon, command, and caufe to 
difappear, if not altogether at-his pleafure, 
yet by the force of his invocations*. Thefe 
agents he had the ingenuity and effrontery 
to divide, into three clafies, the friendly, 
the evil, and the neutralj rail of whom he 
knew how to diftinguifh at their approach, 
or on their appearance, by the founds or 
noifes which preceded and attended them. 
Whenever he affected to exert his magical 
powers, he always began by calling to hi? 
affiflance the benevolent fpirits; in order, 
as he faid, to defend him againft the attacks 
of the malignant ones. Pretentions fo ex¬ 
traordinary, fuftained by fom§ exhibitions 
Vhich finpreffed the fpe&ators with aftonifh-: 
ment, foonprocured hun no little reputation, 
Schrepfer, about this time, while he ftill 
tefided at Leipfic, had given offence tQ 
Prince Charles of Saxony, by foipp exptef- 
fions Relative to him, of. an unbecoming of 
infolent nature. The Prjnce, irritated at 
fiich conduct, qrdered an officer belonging to 
Jus houfehold to repair to Leipfic, and there 

to 
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o inflifit on Schrepfer, in his name, perfonal 
-chaltifement. His orders were exaCtly ex¬ 
ecuted : but Schrepfer, though he attempt¬ 
ed no other refiftance, running into a corner 
of the room, threw himlelf on his knees, and 
loudly invoked his invifible allies to come to 
his afliftanqp. Their vilible appearance or 
iriterpofition were however unneceflary, in 
order torefcue'him from further violence: 
the officer, it is aflerted, having been so' 
much alarmed at the invocation and its pot- 
ftble confequences, as to quit the chamber 
withe the utmoft precipitation* 

A circumftance of fuch notoriety, as well 
ns lo degrading in itfelf to Schrepfer, induced 
him to leave Leiplic. After an abfenee of 
fome time, he appeared at Drefden, where 
he affumed a fictitious name, and announced 
that he was a colonel in the fervice of France; 
In that quality he even made an attempt to 
be prefented to the Elector ; but Monfieur 
de Marbois, who aCted as Charge dAffaires 
in the abfence of the French envoy, refufed 
to carry him- to Court. His real name foon 
became known; and his pretences to ikill 

in 
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in magic attra&ing many followers, his re¬ 
putation fpeedily reached Prince Charles. 
It was accompanied with fuch extraordinary 
•accounts of Schrepferspowers, as<o induce 
that Prince to make every exertion for ob¬ 
literating the recolle&ion of die indignity 
lately offered him. As one Hep towards it, 
be did not hefitate to go in perfon to the 
“ Hotel de Pologne," an inn where Schrepfer 
lodged; and in prefence of various witnefles, 
to aflc his pardon for the blows given him, as 
well as to offer every amends that the natute 
of the affront admitted; Schtepfer, flittered 
by fuch a condefceiiflon, having accepted 
the apologies, the Prince then requefted to 
fee fbme proofs of his fhpernatural art. It is 
pretended that he exhibited many; all of 
which only tended* to augment the Princess 
admiration, and toftimulate his curiofity for 
further fpecimens. 

But, the riioft difficult or fubhme' opera¬ 
tion of magic id all ages, has been to raife 
departed fpirits from' the tomb; a prodigy 
whkthSchr^pfer ihide no fecretof Usability 
to perform. Prince Charles having eameft- 
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ly, as well as repeatedly befoughl it of him; 
after many refufals, real or affe&ed, obtain¬ 
ed at length a relu&ant promife to prefent 
before his eyes an apparition: for Schrepfer 
artfully profefied the greateft repugnance 
and difinclination to the aft, as being peril¬ 
ous to himfelf, and attended with various 
circumftances of horror. The promife thus 
obtained, it only remained, therefore, to fix 
on the fpirit to be fummoned from the tomb. 
After long confideration, the Chevalier de 
Saxe was named, and Schrepfer undertook 
to prefent his ghoft in a vifible form before 
a fele& company. The place, chofen for mak¬ 
ing the experiment, was Prince Charles’s 
Palace in Drefden. But, as it was well 
known that the Eleftor, having the misfor¬ 
tune to be neither credulous, nor inclined to 
permit fuch exhibitions in. his capital, might 
difapprove and prohibit it, the ftri&eft fer 
crepy was obferved previous to the affair. 

The Chevalier de Saxe, third in order ofi 
birth, among: the natural fons of Auguftna 
the. Second,, being , of Poland, was only half 
brother to the famous Marlhal Count Saxe r 

as 
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as they Were fprung from different mothers. 
In right of his, who was a Princefs Lubo- 
mirfka, of a very illuftrious Polifii family, 
the Chevalier inherited confiderable property 
in that country, as well as in Saxony. He 
Tefided principally in Drefden, and died only 
a few years ago, at his palace in this' city ; 
which his nephew Prince Charles, who be¬ 
came his principal heir, occupied after his 
deceafe. In addition to his maternal eflates, 
the Chevalier poffeffed a vaft income from 
his military and other appointments in the 
EIe6toral fervice; and as he left no iffue, he 
was fuppofed to have amaffed great fums. 
Reports had been circulated, that money was 
concealed fomewhere in the palace ; but no 
perfbn pretended to&fcertain the precife place 
where it was depofited. If his'fpirit could 
he compelled to appear by magic power, 
' thatinterefting fecret might be extorted from 
him. Thus curiofity combining with the 
hope of difeoveririg a confiderable treafure, 
prompted Prince Charles, as it is fuppofed, 
to name his uncle, for the obje6t of the ex-* 
periment, * ■ .' i ' -v 

Schrepfer 
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Schrepfer naturally preferring darknefs, 
as not only more private in itfelf, but every 
way better calculated for the effect of incan¬ 
tations ; the company affembled on the ap¬ 
pointed night. They were nineteen in num¬ 
ber, of whom I perfonally know feveral, who 
are perfons of confideration, chara6ter, and 
refpeflability. When they were met in the 
great gallery of Prince Charles’s palace, the 
firft obje6t of all prefent was to fecure the 
windows and doors, in order equally to pre¬ 
vent intrufion or deception. As far as pre¬ 
caution could effect it, they did fo, and were 
fatisfied that nothing except violence could 
procure accefs or entrance. Schrepfer then 
acquainted them, that the act which he was 
about to perform, would demand all their 
firmnefs; and advifed them to fortify their 
nerves by partaking of a bowl of puneh, 
which was placed' upon the table. Several 
of them, (indeed, as I believe, all except 
one or two, thinking the exhortation judi¬ 
cious,) very readily followed it; but, the 
gentleman from whom I received, thefe 
particulars, declined to profit by the advice. 

“ I am 
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“ I am come here,” faid he to Schrepfer, 
“ to be prefent at railing an apparition. 
“ Either I will fe* all, or nothing. My re*? . 
** folution is taken, and no inducement can 
** make me put any thing within my lips/' 
Another of the company, who preferved his 
prefence of mind, placed himfelf clofe to the: 
principal door, in order to Watch if any one 
attempted to open or to force it. Thefe pre¬ 
paratory fteps being taken, the great work 
began with the utmoft folemnity. 

Schrepfer commenced it, by retiring into 
a comer of the gallery, where kneeling down, 
with many myfterious ceremonies he invoked 
the fpirits to appear, or rather to come to' 
his aid; for it is allowed that none were ever 
vifible. A very confiderable .time elapfed 
before they obeyed ; during which interval, 
he laboured apparently under great agitation " 
of body and mind, being covered with a 
violent fweat, and almoft in oohvulfions, 
like the Pythonefs of antiquity. At length, 
a loud clatter was heard at all. the windows 
•n the outfide; which was loon followed by 
another node, refembfing more the effe£t 

produced 
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produced by a number of wet fingers drawn 
oyer the edge of glades, than any thing elfe t 
to which it could well be compared. This • 
found announced, as.he faid, the arrival of* 
his good or protecting fpirits, and feemed to 
encourage him to proceed in his incantation. ’ 
A fhort time afterwards a yelling was heard, 
of a. frightful and : unufual nature, which 
came, as he.declared, from, the malignant 
Spirits, whofe prefence, as it feems, was 
necefiary, and indifpenfable to the comple- 
tipn of the cataftrophe. 

The company were now, at leaftthe greater 
part of them, electrified with amazement, 
or petrified with horror; and of courfe fully 
prepared for every obje&or appearance which 
could be prefented to their view. Schrepfer 
continuing his invocations, the door fudden* 
ly opened with violence, and fomething that 
Tefembled a black ball or globe, rolled into 
the. room. It was inverted with fmoke or 
cloud, in the midrt of which appeared to be 
a human face, like the countenance of the 
Chevalier de Saxe; much in the fame man¬ 
ner, it would feem, that Cerregio or Hanni- 
' bal 
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bal Carrache have reprefented Jupiter ap< 
pearing to Semele. From this form iflued a' 
loud and angry voice* which exclaimed in 
German, “ Carl, was wolte du mit mich ?* 
“ Charles, what wouldft thou with me? 
“ Why doft thou difturb me ?” 

Language is inadequate to defcribe the 
confternation produced among the aflembled> 
fpefitators at fo awful a light. Either firmly 
perfuaded that the appearance which they 
beheld, was fpiritual and intangible; or de¬ 
prived of refolution to approach and attempt 
tofeize it; they appear to have made no ef¬ 
fort to fatisfy themfelves of its incorporeal 
nature. The Prince, whofe imprudent cu- 
riofity had fummoned his uncle's ghoft, and 
to whom, as the perfon principally refpon- 
fible, the fpebtre addrefied itfelf; far from 
manifefting felf-pofieffion, or attempting any 
reply, betrayed the ftrongeft marks of hor¬ 
ror and contrition. Throwing himfelf on 
his knees, he called on Heaven for mercy; 
while others of the terrified party eameftly 
befought the magician to give the only re¬ 
maining proof of his art for which they 

now 
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"how were-anxious, by difmiiTmg 'the appa¬ 
rition., ,But Schrepfer, though apparently 
'"willing to gratify' them,, found* or pretended 
to find, this effort beyond his power. . How-t 
ever incredible, abfurd,.or ridiculous it may 
be thqught, the perfons who witnefied tire 
fcene, proteft that-near an hour elapfed, be- 
! fore, - by the force/ of. his invocations, the 
fpe6tre could be .compelled to chfappear. 
Nay* when at length Schrepfer iiadfiicceeded 
1 in difmifling 'it; at the moment that, the 
company: began to rfefume a degree of fere- 
nity, the door, which had been clofed, burft 
open again, and the fame hideous form pre¬ 
sented itfelf aneV to their eyes. The moft 
' refolute and colle&ed among them, were not 
■ proof' to its fecond appearance, and a fcene 
of univerfal difmay enfued. Schrepfer, how- 

• ever, by reiterated exorcifms or exertions, 

' finally -difmifled the apparition. The ter- 

rified' fpedtators '■ foon difperfed, overcome 

• with" amazement, and fully fatisfied, as they 
well might be, of Scfirepfer’s fupernatural 
powers. 

vol. i. U Having 


Digitized by Google 



igO MEMOIRS Of THE 

Having thus related as ferioufly and cir- 
cumftarrtially as I 4m able, the principal 
fa6ts relative to Jthe affair in queftion, it is 
natural to afk my own opinion of the ftory; 
and to demand whether I can explain or ac¬ 
count for it in any rational manner. To fuch 
inquiries I muil frankly reply, that I can 
neither give any fatisfa&ory folution of it, 
nor have I heard any attempted, except the 
one of human credtility 
upon by itapofture and 
deception. But, the manner in which lo 
wonderful an illufion was produced, I am, 
in common with every perfon here, at a. 
lofs to underftand. I believe, no man has 
yet clearly explained how the liquefa&ion 
of St. Januarius’s blood is performed; 
though, out of Naples, I imagine few per- 
Tons attribute it to miraculous br 'fuperna- 
tural interpofition. We know from ex¬ 
perience, how prodigious are the deceptions 
pra&ifed in and upon optics. Nineteen 
men, met together for the avowed purpole 
of feeing an apparition, and believing that 
ao it 


obvious and general 
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it is in hutaan power to render a departed fpii 
tit vifible, are already half fubdued to any 
hnpofitiott, however grofs. Night, darknefs, 
ftnjd the imposing folemnity of magic invo® 
catkrtis, • bereave the ftrpngeft minds of 
their fdf-'pofleffion. A bold and artful ini* 
pOftor might theft trample on their reafon* 
aftd prefent to their eye& fome hideous figure 
properly : acc6utred for the oCcafion. It rauft,, 
however, always excite fom'e aftonifhment 
and more regret, that among near twenty 
perfons, not oftefhould have endeavoured to 
lay hands on the fpe&re. Its fecond appear* 
arice is likewife a crreumftattce very difficult 
J£o account for, as it was unnefceflary in order 
to produce conviction, which had been fully 
defied, that it was a deception* no matt 
Of fofrrrd underftandiftg will doubt; but hoto 
it was managed orprOduced, the perfons Who 
were duped, have either not yet difcovered, 
orthey do not think proper to difclofe. They 
are all, or nfeatly all, fhlfalrve in this country*' 
ahd they by no means boaft of their adven* 

' tttre, or derivefhjm it any lost of vanity. On 
- u a the 
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the contrary, independent of the ridicnle 
annexed to it, they all feel and exprefs the 
utmoft repugnance to relating, or even to re- 
collefting a fcene, which has imprefled on 
their imagination fo much horror. Their 
inends dread and deprecate a renewal pf the 
images then prefented to thofe who were 
prefent; and a lady earneftly. belought of 
me, not to prefs her huiband oh a fubje&, 
of which he could never think or converfe 
without palling a lleeplefs night. We mull 
be content therefore I believe, to refolve it 
into German credulity or fuperftition, and 
congratulate ourfelves on our iuperiority to 
fuch puerile terrors. 

The ftory no fooner fpread through Dref- 
den, than .the Ele6tor exprefled his difap- 
probation of fuch fcejnes, and ilfuedhis pe* 
. remptory.. injunctions not ,to repeat them; 
Schrepfer foon retired to his native city, 
Leiplic ; where his fame accompanied him* 
and drew after him a crowd of difciples 
or. votaries. To them he continued to give, 
as is confidently aflerted here, numerous and 
, aiionilhing 
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aftoniflhing proofs of his fupernatural power* 
-fome of which I have heard related ; hut' 
after the fpecimen that I have detailed, all 
others would be at once tedious and fuper- 
fiuous. Schrepfer did not long enjoy his 
celebrity, and his death is not thfe leaft ex¬ 
traordinary part of his hiftory. Three gen¬ 
tlemen, whom he had in fome meafure ini¬ 
tiated into his myfteries ; for he profefled 
•to inftruft in the fcience of magic; were pro- 1 
mifed by him an exhibition more wonderful 
than any- at which they had yet affifted. 
For this purpofe they attended him into the 
wood, of fiofendaal, which'is at a fmall, dis¬ 
tance without the gates of Leipfic. It was 
in fummer, before the fun rofe, between 
, three and four o'clock in the morning. When 
they came to a certain part of the grove, 
he defired them to remain there a little,' 
while he went on one fide, to make the’ 
requifite invocations. After waiting a few 
minutes, they heard the report of a piftol. 
Haftening^to the fpot, they found that he 
bad (hot himfelfi and was already without 
t 3 fenfe. 


Digitized by Google 



494 ' M^MOIRS OW tH3 

fenfe. He foon afterwards expired. AH 
thpfo who believe him to have bad inter- 
courfe with evil fpirits, affirm that he was 
tormented by them perpetually* which ren¬ 
dering his life mifarable, induced him to 
.have recourfe to a piftol. I imagine, how¬ 
ever, you will think with Horace, that it is 
.not neceflary to call in fupernatqral inter¬ 
ference, in order to account for the violent 
. end of fuch a man. He 1 ms left behind him 
many profely tea; but, l believe* no one who 
pretends to equal knowledge of his fecrets. 

Jt is probable that my next letter will bo 
dated from Prague, or from Vienna. 
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v ' ' LETTER IX. 

if-' 

fourngj from prefden, through Prague, to 
Vienna.—State of that Capital, and of the 
Imperial Court, at the clofe of the year , 1777 * 

Vienna, December 20 , 1777 . 
/jpHREE weeks axe nearly elapfed fince I 
arrived in this pity; but, before I enter 
on any particulars connefited with it, let me 
mention briefly fome circumftances of my 
journey through Bohemia. 1 left Drefden 
with regret* on the 34 th of November, at 
midnight, in the midft of a.heavy fnow, and 
found myfelf at day-break, near the frontier* 
of Saxony. At a miferable village among the 
mountains, called Peterfwalda, I entered the 
Auftrian dominions :..hnt fuchwas the fove- 
rity of the weathery aUd the depth of the 
feows, that it wasyrith difficulty the cafriage 
could proceed, or be prevented from over¬ 
setting. . The road lay through defiles for 
foveral leagues, bounded by precipices to 
the left, t&at overhang *h e river Elbe j and 
•; U 4 of 
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of which I could give you a defcription, if 
it : had not been already .-better done many 
years ago, by Lady Wqrtley Montagu* when: 
fhe- traveled the fame road in her way to. 
'Conflaritinople. I drove it,;as fhe did, by 
niglitand neither the danger nor the; dif¬ 
ficulties are na-u-chr diminilhed fince her time. 
Palling through. Lowofita, famous far. the 
battle fought there in 17 56, I got to Prague! 
in about thirty-eight hours: after leaving 
Prefden.. «. • • >• « • 

.Myftay in Pragaewag' much too OiOrt to 
allow me* if I had the inclination, to give y ou 
lariy accurate defcription of the place. The 
frtuation is wild andramantic; the city large, 
but nett cheerful* except in thofo parts that 
lie on* the> banks of. th^ river Moldaw, by 
.which it is mterfefted.: Prague, no longer 
the refidence of a Court*: is now only .the 
deftrted capital dfiia/dependant’ kingdom, 
little oonfidered asn^ngltbe numerous and 
•widely fdattfred provihdes of the Houfe of 
Its poflfrGSfon hasbeem dlfputed 
in alpJoft ’cvery age j :and. the ground oft 
i- ' J ft! 
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bit tides, like that of Troy in antiquity; is 
marked out by battles, which render it 
claffic in the hiftory ' of Germany/ 1 - ‘ But 
they have not the fame: celebrity catent 
qiaa vote fticro. On my journey through- 
Bohemia, Moravia, and"Upper Auftria, I 
only flopped to change horfes, and arrived 
in this city on the 30th of November. 

Two* days agd I was preffcnted by Sir- 
Hobdrt Keith,' to the ‘Emprefs 1 Queen; 
and ' atffefwards to the Emperor'Jbfeph. 
Maria Therefa received* : rfe in the ; deepeft 
■mourning, in a dhaififber diung with black 
velvet, on the third" ftory of the palace. 
She has neither worn' any other drefs, nor* 
inhabited any other apartments, fince the 
tfeoeafe of the Tate Emperor Francishef 
hu(band, more than twelve years ago. * Her 
perfort retains ho tracks of her former beau¬ 
ty birt : her'Thanners sire benign, gracious, 
'and obliging. • 'Over the : doors of tfie roorifi 
I rlemarked 4 ' the portraits, of her grand¬ 
father Leopold',' and ’(if his deliverer, Jofih 
Soblefki, King 1 of J f > oIarid'. In compliance 
with the antfeht etiquette' of the Imperial 
L '--- *- Courtj 
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p>mt,fhe is always alone, when flie giyes 
audience to foreign Miniflers, as. js likewise 
her fbn the Emperof. 

Th(s capital, in common with G^r r 
jnany, enjoys at prefent the m°& complete 
^erenity; and all the pleafures of the winter 
fare already begun, among which thofe of 
the table feem not tp be forgotten. . Prinpe 
^aunitz. Prince Collpredp, and a member 
pf the firft Miniflers or Nobility, do the 
honours of Vienaa to ftrangprs, with eqpal 
hofpitality and magnificence. ' Thp Court 
is muph enlivened by the prpfence of the 
Archduchefs of Milap, and her hufbapd the 
Archduke Ferdinand, who are lately aniyeel 
heye from Eombardy, on a vifit tp the Erp- 
prefs jQueen. Maria Therefa, finking by 
years; divided between her yejigini}? ob- 
feryances, ( and her civil duties; occupied 
alternately in bufinefs of ftafp, and in ex r 
ercifes qf devotion; hppes to pafs the even¬ 
ing of her ftorpiy reign in peace, furrounded 
by her numerous family. She has Jived t» 
**th?gmfb. the long b^hary eproitie? 
betwep# tbfHpjufep 9>f Bourbonaad Ajuftria. 

* • Three 
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Three Princefies, her daughters, the Queen* 
Of France and Naples, and the Archducheft 
ef Parma, who fealed the reconciliation by 
their refpe6tive marriages, form the bed 
guarantees for its (lability. On the fidje of 
Pruflia, there appears to be no immediate 
or obvious fubjeft of apprehenfion. Ruffin 
jf not in clofe alliance with the cabinet pf 
Vienna, at lead is not hoftile; and the 
Turks, fey from being formidable; are hero 
conhdered rather as objects of plunder 
or pf conqueft, than as capable of exciting 
alarm. 

The Emperor, on his part, is not left 
.fully occupied than his mother; but bufmefs 
feerns to be his principal purfuit and grati¬ 
fication. Emulous of Frederic, he wears like 
him a uniform on all occasions, and mani- 
fefts the wanned affection fi>r his fqldiery. 
Hunting is the only diverfion in which 
he indulges, unlefc we account travelling 
. among the number of his amufements; hut 
erven his travels are almod folely direQnd 
to obje&s of information. He has already 
•_ accurately 
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■accurately infpe6ted the far greater part of 
hisown dominions; he is recently returned 
^om Prance; and I am told, that he pro-* 
$efls foon tb vifit England. 

Prince Kartnitz; firft Minifter of-Maria 
Tlierefe during tHree-and-twerttyyears, con¬ 
tinues ftih to guide the councils of his miflrefs. 
To him. is due the merit, if fuch k 1 be, of 
tterrdinating the quarrels between the Hoiife 
of Auftria and France, as .the measure was 
peculiarly his own. Though he appears to 
pels-the greater part of his time between hi* 
Manege, where he conftantly rides, the 
foeiety which, meets every evening at his 
palace, and his favorite diverfion <?f billiards; 
•yet. be finds leisure for. directing all the 
complicated affairs of the Emprefs Queen, 
and poffefles an almoft unlimited* authority. 

* like her, declined in years, he nevetthelefe 
< appears to be frefb and vigorous. 

Prince Colloredo, as Vice-Chancellor of, 
thie Empire, is the firft Minifter of Jofeph 
the Second in his Imperial capacity; but he 
•is fuppofed to enjoy far Iefsbf the private 

confidence 
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! Confidence of his matter,, than Marihal Lacy. 

1 ; hear little of Laudohn, who occupies & 
diftingiiiftieda place in the efteem of Fre* 
deric, and-who performed fuchi eminent 
i' fervices in the late war. Peace has reduce! 
i him to comparative infigniflcande.' Ihthe 
I.’ perional-affections of the Emprels Queen, 
her daughter the Archduehefs Chtifema is 
believed to have no rival. 1 Her hulband. 
Prince Albert of Saxony, who is Governor 
of Hungary, has a palace at Prefburg; but 
they do not the lefs refide in Vienna during 
the greater pari of the winter. Among the 
foreign Minifters, the French Embaflador 
alone feems to enjoy a marked confideration. 
The clofe connexion actually fublifting be¬ 
tween this Court and that of Verfailles; 
added to the magnificent ftyle in which he 
entertains, as reprefentative of Louis the 
r Sixteenth; conduce to give the Baron de 
JBreteuil a vaft fuperiority over every other 
member of the 44 Corps Diplomatique.” It 
i? no where more vifible than in the draw¬ 
ing-room of Prince Kaunifcz himfelf. 

Such 




go* memoir* orni' 

Such are the outlines of the Court and 
Cabinet of Vienna at the dole of 1777, 
and fuch the principal perfons who direct its 
movements. They will ferve as landmarks, 
by Which to enable you to form a judg- 
ment on the fads or events, which may 
occur during my flay here. In a fcort 
time T {hall write again. 
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LETTER X. 

Death fif Maximilian Jofeph, Elector of'Bavaria. 

( —Circumjlances of his loft Ittnefs.—Arrival 
of the^ intelligence. at Vienna. — Cumrkunica- 
tion of it to the Emprefs Queen.—Her Voit- 
’duB.—Seizure of ‘Lower Brivarta ftp the 
- Jtqjiftafos.— — 'Sfiecttlati&iis iipon Hie p/oitaffc , 
Canfequences of that Everit 

VlEinfA, JaMtttry 9; K7&. 

'I' LITTI’E imagined, When I concluded 
rtiy • laft ’letter, and 'defcribed tb Jyoti the 
ttate Of profound ; repdfe, which this'Court 
•and capital! prefented on my arrival, that 
4 t would be fo fodn difturbed, Every 
thing then foemed to announce acontimr- 
•stntfe df public tranquillity? but, the ttth 
expe&ed dfeath of the Ele&or of'Bhvafin 
lias ihaken the foundations on which it 
‘reftbd, add may, ‘lidt improbably, be tbs 
-prelude to lieW feeties of cohtefir between 
'Auftria : and Ptuffia. Laudohn, who for 
devbral' y&drs has liWed iri Obfturity, Mid 
'fcarcely wttra&idnbtibe, will perhaps 'be 

again 
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again oppbfed to Frederic in the field. 
We-have not yet recovered the aftonilhment 

• into which -this event has thrown us, arid 
ire are loft in Speculations upon its poffible 
confequences. Before I enter -further‘on 
: lb important a fubjebt, let ipe ; relate 1 to you 
the principal circumftances /which threaten 
to'involve Germany, 'and perhaps Europe, 
in frefti calamities. 

The lateEleQtor of BUvaria, Maximilian 

• Jofeph, was the Ion of that unfortunate En*- 
peroar, Charles the Seventh, Who, • after a 
ftiort and jmiferable elevation to the Imperial 
dignity, faw krmfelf- driven by the ^uftrians 
from-his. hereditary^ dominions; and foon 

• ‘afterwards expired at Munich, under,theaccu- 
toulated weight of misfortunes and^ifeafes. 

j It is-he, whom' Johnfou, in his translation'of 
.the tenth Satire of Juvenal, has beatftifjjflly 
: ;fe!eGted, as a eonfpieubUs proof of. modern 
^pre-eminence in rarik and ip wreftcbedpafs. 
You. probably recoiled ; the > defqciption, 
;whic t h is one of the moft anina^tqd. ever 
.drayro, and’ which the, circumftances of 

th« 
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the moment in Whicji.i am now writing, 
fender peculiarly interesting: 

*< The bold Bavarian, in a luckless hour> - 
“ Tries the dread summit of Caesarean power; 

“ With unexpected legions bursts away. 

And sees defenceless realms accept his sway. 

V Short sway! Fair Austria spreads her mournful charms, 
(( The Queen, the Beauty, sets the world in armsv” 

' It may indeed be accounted among the 
wonderful revolutions of the prefent age, 
that Maria Therefst fhould now retaliate 
precifely in the faiiie manner, upon th6 
death of the fan, the injuries which fhfe 
fuftained from the father. Already a very 
confiderable portion of Bavaria has been, 
feized oh by her troops, and is incorporated 
with her dominions. 

No eveht could hate been mdre impro¬ 
bable, a few weeks fince, than the deceafe 
of the Elector of Bavaria; who was ftill 
ih the vigor of his age, about fifty years 
old, and of a ftrong coiiftitution. • He had 
always entertained great apprehenfions of 
the fmall-pox, which he never had naturally 
vol. 1. X ’ caught, 
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caught, and which he had not, like Catha- 
rine the Second, the wifdom and mag¬ 
nanimity to anticipate by inoculation'. 
Every precaution was ineffectual for pre¬ 
fer ving him from the attacks of that fatal 
diftemper. A young lady of quality, Ma¬ 
dame de Riva, who happened to be on a 
vifit at the Court of Munich* and who 
lodged in the Electoral palace, was feized 
with the fmall-pox. The nature of her dife 
eafe was carefully concealed from the EieCtor; 
but her grandfather having been with her at 
her bedfide, imprudently came immediately 
afterwards into the room where the EieCtor 
was engaged at billiards. He had hardly 
remained a few minutes there, when that 
Prince exclaimed, u Some perfon here has 
the fmall-pox; I feel it \” Inftantly throw¬ 
ing down the mace which he had in his hand, 
he retired to his apartme'nt, and foon was 
taken ill. Though the fymptoms, from the 
beginning, were very alarming, yet it is 
higlxly probable, that under judicious ma¬ 
nagement he might have furmounted ( the 
17 difeafe.. 
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dife&fk >But the Bavarian phyficians, who 
are not yet {killed in the modem treatment of 
the fmall-pox, adhered to the antient prac¬ 
tice of warmth and the exclufiori of frefh 
air. Inuring fome days before his deceafe, 
no hopes of a favourable change were enter¬ 
tained; and the -reftilt ftifficiently proves 
that this' Court was hilly prepared for his 
difiblution. He lay in a deplorable condi¬ 
tion for the laft forty-eight hours, his head 
fwelled to a prodigious fize, and his features 
hardly recognizable, from the malignant 
nature of'the difbemper. On the 30th of 
December, laft Tuefday fe’nnight, during 
the night, he expired; and Count Hartig, 
the Auftriari Plenipotentiary at the Court of 
Bavaria, loft not an inftant in difpatching a 
meflfenger to Prince Kaunitz, with the im¬ 
portant intelligence. 

The Courier alighted at the houfe of the 
firft Minifter, about half paft fix o'clock, 
on the evening of the lft of January; 
which is a day of Gala, and the only one 
now obferved as fuch in dhje whole year. 

x a All 
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All the nobility and perfons ofconditiOtf. 
in Vienna, were then about to aflemble in-, 
the great drawing-room of the palace, where 
the Emprefs Queen, the Emperor, and the 
Archducheffes, her daughters, were prefent. 
Maria Therefa fat down to play; while the 
Emperor, who never engages at cards, flood 
near her, occupied in converlation. I was 
at an inconfiderable diftance from them.. 
Prince Kaunitz having perufed the difpatch 
from Munich, acquainting him with the 
Eleftor’s death, immediately repaired to die 
Imperial palace, with which his Own com¬ 
municates by a gallery. Unwilling to excite 
remarks, or to attraCl the public attention, 
he did not fhew himfelf; .but fent .in a 
perfon to inform the Emperor, that he was v 
defirous to impart to his Majefty fome in¬ 
telligence of confequepce. That Prince, 
who'.was probably aware of the nature of 
,the news, which could not be unexpected, 
withdrew ; but returned; in a few minutes, 
and-leaning over the table at which his 
mother was playing, he whifpered. fome 

words 
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words in her ear. She inftantly let fall the 
cards, and riling up with evident marks of 
emotion, quitted the apartment. As this 
was ; fudden, no one knew the caufe; and 
the Emprefs’s departure was fo precipitate, 
as well as unforefeen, that the Archduchefles, 
her daughters, who were engaged each at a 
feparate card-table, remained for fome mo¬ 
ments in ignorance of her having left the 
room. When they were made acquainted 
with it, they likewife laid down tlieir cards, 
and followed her. We all looked at each 
other in ailoniihment, confcious that fome 
event of moment had taken place, but un¬ 
certain of its nature. The Court broke up, 
and many conjectures were formed on the 
reafons of the Emprefs’s condu6t. Next 
morning it was fully explained, by the news 
of the Ele6tor of Bavaria’s death, which 
became public. 

That event mult neeefTarily have been con- 
fidered as inevitable, for fome days previous 
■to its actually taking place; and the general 
meafures to be purfued upon it, for fecuring, 
x 3 ' * or 
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or feizing on a.part of the Bavarian fuccef- 
fion, were no doubt, as we maft fuppofe, 
already fettled in the Cabinet. 1 know how¬ 
ever, from good authority, that on the night 
of the firft of January, after the Emprefs 
Queen retired to her own apartments, a 
fecret council was there held, cdnfifting of 
herfelf, the Emperor, and Prince Kaunitz, 
Much difference of opinion between then), 
relative to the extent of territory to be 
claimed and occupied by the Auftrian troops, 
then manifefted itfelf. The firft Minifter 
having fpread before their Majefties a map 
of Bavaria, pointed out the portions of that 
Electorate, to which he conceived the pre¬ 
tentions of Maria Therefa might wifely and 
juftly be extended, The Empesror fupported 
him with all his force, and urged that troops 
fhould be inftantly fent to take pdffeffion of 
the diftriCts in queftjon; but the Emprefs, 
become cautious from age* averfe to war, 
and perhaps not altogether falsified in her 
mind of the juftice of the claims about to 
be fet up, appeared to be very undecided, 

She 


Digitized by Google 



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 3 XT 

£>he betrayed great agitation, often repeating 
with earneftnefs in .German, “ In . God’s 
name, oply take what we have a right to 
“ demand! I forefee that it will end in war. 

m m * ' - . 'i r 

“ My wifli is to end my days in peace.” 

Notwithftanding the Emprefs’s reluc-r 
fiance to the meafure of feizing by force on 
any part of the Bavarian territories^ it was 
finally adopted on that night, and has been 
fince carried into execution with incredible 
1 celerity. General Langlois, and Count 
Clairfait, by orders from the Court, entered 
on the newly claimed diflri&s, without an 
hour’s delay. They met, as might be fup- 
pofed, with no refiflance from the Bavarian 
or Palatine Government; and are already in 
pofleffion of a very confiderable tra6t of 
country. At the hour that I am writing, 
fcarcely above a week after the reception of 
the news of ,the late Elector’s death, we 
know here that the Imperial Cornmiflaries 
are occupied in numbering and marking the 
houfes, throughout all the village? of Lower 
Bavaria. Troops are pouring in, to fuftain 
• x 4 thofa 
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thole whieh were fent at firft; and if no 
obftacles of an unexpected nature Ihould 
arife, the whole transfer will be effected 
without ftiedding a drop of blood, 

But, however tranquil affairs may be at- 
prelent, in fo early a ftage of the bulmefs; 
we are naturally led to alk, whether they cap 
terminate ip the fame manner? Will the 
EleCtor Palatine, who is heir to the Duchy 
of Bavaria and to every part of the fuccefiion, 
acquiefce without remonllrance in the claims 
of Maria Tberefa and Jofeph ? Will his 
nephew and prefumptive fuccefior, the Duke 
of Deux-ponts, fubmit to be thus defpoiled 
of a country which he confiders as his future 
inheritance? Will the EteCtor of Saxony, 
whole mother is filler to the deceafed 
Prince, and of courle his allodial heir, take 
no intereft in the affair ? Even though all 
thole Princes, from political weakneis, or 
Irpm any other motives, Ihould tamely 
allow themfelves to . be plundered ; can 
Prulfia look on unconcerned, while his moft 
formidable enemy aggrandizes himfelf, and 

pxtendsj 
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extends his territories? Frederic, whole 
vigilance never intermits, will probably in* 
terfere fooner or later, at leaft by negotiation, 
if not by arms. What are the pretenfions 
of the Cabinet of Vienna ? On what fup- 
pofed right of confanguinity, or exifting 
treaty are they founded, and how large is 
their extent? On all thefe interefting points, 
relative to which we are here at prefent 
completely ignorant, a fhort time muft 
enable us to form an opinion. 

The late Ele6tor of Bavaria, though an 
amiable, mild, and beneficent Prince,, was 
deficient in vigor and energy of character. 
His facility of temper, added to the want 
of economy, produced numerous abufes. 
Pofleffing neither ambition nor military 
talents, he manifefted no wifh to augment 
his political power; and inftrufted by his 
father’s example, he oply afpired to maintain 
his dominions in peace, By the. Eledtrefs 
bis wife, who was a Princefs of Saxony, 
daughter of Auguftus the Third, he has left 
|)Q ifliie, and in him expires the Gulidmim 
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Line of the Palatine Houfe. As head of 
the Rodolphine Branch, the Ele&or Pala¬ 
tine fucceeds to his territories; but the 
Eleftoral dignity becomes extinct. Charles 
Theodore, the new Duke of Bavaria, whq 
has long fince reached Munich, is a man 
of talents, a patron of all the fine arts, of 
letters, and of learning. But, the exigency 
of his fituatiort demands vigor, d^cifion, 
and refources of character. We Ibjall foon 
lee whether he means to refill, or to fubmit 
to the Aiiftrian claims,: a queftion which is 
here difcufled in every fociety, and which 
may foon agitate all Europe, In piy next 
letter I lhall probably be able to fpeak mow 
decidedly upon the fubje®. 
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LETTER XI. 

Pacific AfpeB of Affairs.—Amufemenls of the 
Court, and of Vienna.—Defeription of a 
4f Courfe des Traineaux—Society of Vienna. 
—Beniowjky.—His Adventures, and Efcape 
from Kamfchatka. 

Vienna, January 26 th, 1778 * 

T il b political ftorm which fo lately 
threatened to overturn the repofe of 
this country and of Europe, appears, if we 
credit every concurring apeount, to be paft. 
We talk here of nothing except the con¬ 
tinuance of peace, and are only occupied 
with amufeinents. The Ele6tor Palatine has 
not merely fubmitted to the demands of 
Maria Therefa and Jofeph; but has even 
ratified them by a formal ftipulatipn. Whe¬ 
ther the defire of tranquillity, his inability 
to refill; fo powerful a competitor* or any 
more concealed motives of > private interell, 
have induced him to relinquilh fo large and 
valuable a part of the Bavarian fucceflion, 
we are unacquainted. As he is however, 

like 
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like the late EleCtor v his predeceflor, deflitute 
of legitimate iflue, it is neceflary that the 
Puke of Deux-ponts, his nephew and pre- 
fumptive heir, fhould likewife acquiefce in 
the Auftrian claims. Relative to the appro¬ 
bation of^he King of Pruffia, little concern 
feems to he expreffed, and little ferious 
oppofition on his part appears to be ex¬ 
pected. The Cabinet of Vienna probably 
relies on his age and infirmities, his well- 
known reluftance to engage again in war, 
and his confcioufhefs of the Rate of prepa¬ 
ration in which he would find the Houfe of 
Auftria. Yefterday, Prince Jofeph Lob- 
kowitz let off for Munich, to inveft the 
EleCtor Palatine with the order of “ the 
** Golden Fleece," in the name of their 
Imperial Majefties. It is a bad exchange 
for his captured provinces. Indeed, his 
whole conduCt in the tranfaCtion has not 
tended to raife his character even here, for 
magnanimity or fpirit. Lampoons are pub- 
lickly circulated through Vienna, in which 
he is treated with great feverity. 

While, 
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While, by the rapid and fuccefsful 
jfeizure of fo confiderable a territory ad-< 
joining to Upper- Auftria and Bohemia, the 
political power and dominions of Mariat 
Therefa are greatly, and indefinitely, aug¬ 
mented ; Vienna preients a fcene of amufe- 
ment and feflivity. Even the Court, which 
is not in general cheerful,, has fhaken off its 
formality, and relaxed fomewhat of its gra¬ 
vity. To the prefence of the Archduchefs 
of Milan, we are indebted for fo unufual an 
exhibition of gaiety and magnificence. She 
is a very pleafing and amiable Princefs, an 
Italian, daughter and Ijeirefs of the Duke of 
Modena. Her perfon is by no means 
beautiful, but her manners captivate uni- 
verfally. As (he loves diverfions, particularly ' 
dancing, the -Emprefs, in' compliment t& 
her, permits balls to be given in the Imperial 
palace. All foreigners of condition are in¬ 
vited ; and (he never fails to be prefent her- 
felf in perfon. But the moft lingular, as well 
as fplendid fpe&acle which I have witneffed, 
is a “ Courfe des Traineaux.” Under the 

reigns 
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reigns of Charles the Sixth, and of the 
late Empetor Francis, they were common j 
but, Jofeph the Second neither likes the. 
amuiement* nor the expenco attending it, 
which is confiderable. Several hundred 
carts are always employed on the preceding 
day, to bring fnOw into the city, and to 
fcatter it through the principal ftreets, as 
otherwife the fledges Could not be driven 
with eafe or fafety. 

During the prefent month, Wo have al¬ 
ready had two “ Courfes des Traineaux, v 
one by day, and the other by torch-light i 
thefirft of which exhibitions produced, in 
my Opinion, infinitely the fineft effeft. The 
Emprels Queen, accompanied by the Arfch- 
duchefles Maria and Chriftma, repaired to 
Marfhal Haddick's houfe, in order to be 
a fpectatrefs of them ? the Emperor declin¬ 
ing to take any afitive part in the amufo- 
ment* The Archduchefs of Milan, and her 
lifter-in-law the Archduchefs Elizabeth, 
whole fledges were conducted by the Arch¬ 
dukes Ferdinand and Maximilian, led ■ the 
«■ i, way. 
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Way. More than thirty fledges followed, 
drawn up one behind the other j in each of 
which was feated a lady, drefled in furs richly 
ornamented, and her head covered with 
a profufion of jewels. Behind her (lands 
the nobleman who drives, commonly as 
much decorated with diamonds as the lady. 
The fledges themfelves, which form not 
the lead curious part of the fight, are gilt 
and carved with great tafte, reprefenting 
the figures of dragons, ferpents, peacocks, 
or monfters; and commonly coft -fome 
thoufand florins. Before each, run foot¬ 
men, or Heyduques, fuperbly habited, 
carrying long poles in their hands. Even 
the horfes are quite obfcured under the 
multiplicity of trappings, plumes, and orna¬ 
ments, with which they are loaded. The 
“ Grand Ecuyer,” or Mailer of the Horfe, 
always begins the procefiion. In this order 
they drive with amazing velocity, through 
all the principal ftreets and fquares of the 
capital, for about two hours, and finiih at 
the Imperial palace. 

Vienna 
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Vienna offers befides, gratifications to th^ 
mind, far fuperiof to any pleafure that 
fpe£tacles fuch as thefe, however fplendid, 
can afford. Many of the great nobility 
open their houfes to receive company, and 
feveral are conflantly at home almoft every 
evening. Prince Kaunitz’s, and Prince 
Collo redo’s apartments are ufually crowded. 
There, among (jeneral Officers, foreign 
Embaffadors, prelates, ladies, and courtiers, 
are to be fometimes found Laudohn, con- 
fetfedly the firft military commander of the 
prefent age ; and, though (till more rarely, 
Metaftafio, the mod beautiful poet in his 
line of compofition, which this, or, perhaps, 
any other period has produced. The Em¬ 
peror not unfrequently prefents himfelf 
at thofe affemblies. As he is never an¬ 
nounced, and is accompanied only by a 
fingle chamberlain, his entrance occafions 
no confufion; and it has happened to 
me to be for many minutes in the fame 
room, before I have perceived him, 
Handing behind a chair,-or mixed in the 

crowd. 
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crowd. He loves to converfe, and is ex¬ 
tremely communicative. 1 heard him re¬ 
late his adventures, when travelling through 
the Bannat of Temefwaer and fome parts 
of Sclavonia, only a few evenings ago, with 
equal vivacity and humour. 

Among the lingular characters which 
Vienna iiimilhes at the prefent moment, is 
the celebrated Count Beniowlki. 1 meet 
him frequently in company, and have 
liftened with admiration as well as enter¬ 
tainment to the recital of his adventures, 
which exceed in audacity every thing re¬ 
lated of the Buccaneers in the laft century, 
and have jultly acquired him no small repu¬ 
tation. He is by birth a Hungarian, of a 
noble extraction, and not above thirty-fix 
years old. During the period of general 
tranquillity which fucceeded to the peace of 
1763, when Poland offered almolt the only 
field in Europe lor enterprize and military 
talents; Beniowlky, in common with many 
of his countrymen, joined the Polilh con¬ 
federates, who topk up arms again!! Stanif- 
yol. x. Y laus 
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laus and his protestors'the Ruffians. Their* 
caufe : Was- unfortunate;' the far greater 
number of thofe wild ventured to oppofe 
the troops of Catharine, having 1 periffied 
by the fword, or laYiguifhed but'their lives’ 
in poverty, exile, arid every 1 variety of 
wretchedftefs. ! : 1 - 

• Beniowlky being, taken prifoner in one of 
the Ikirmidies that took pi a be aihong the 
Woods near the frontiers of Hungary and 
Poland, was driven, with a number of other 
captives, from Cr&ebiv to the city bf Kiow 
in the Ukraine: They were chained, as I 
have heard him declare, like wild- beafts, 
expofed to all' the • viciffitudcs of heat and 
■ cold, the feverity of which were 5 rendered 
more 1 fenfible by the’ want of cloths^ off'food, 
and of cleanfinefs. Though incapacitated 
by his wounds' from Walking, except with 
the affiftance of'crutches, he was 1 not the 
lefs compelled to perform the march on 
foot; fubjeSted to blows,, and to every fpe- 
cies of indignity, as well as criteity. More 
tlian threedourths of the 'number expired 
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Oh the road; and the furvivors,. among 
whom was Beniowfky, were transferred from 
Kiow to Cafan. . While there, he endea¬ 
voured to excite an infurreCtion againft the 
Ruffian Govemme.il, in which he failed. 
Having ne verthelefs effected his.efcape from 
Cafan, he reached Peterfburgh without be¬ 
ing difcovered; whence he projected to em¬ 
bark for fome other part of Europe. He 
had even contracted for his paflage in a 
Dutch lhip, and was going on board; when, 
either by the treachery of the Captain, or 
by the vigilance of the police, he was feized 
and committed to prffon. 

Catherine only liberated him from con¬ 
finement, to fend him into exile. After 
travelling many weeks in a covered fledge, 
over a fnowy walte, furrounded by almoft 
perpetual darknefs, he arrived at Tobollky 
in Siberih; where he learned that he was to 
be further fent on to Kamfchatka, Near a 
year elapfed between his departure from 
Peterfburgh, and his arrival at that favage 
and fequeftered extremity of the Ruflian 

y 2 Empire 
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Empire. Having traverfed the 'immenfe 
portion of Afia which feparates Siberia from 
Kamfchatka, he found on his arrival at his 
deltination, a number of exiles, fome 
among whom had been his friends and 
companions. After receiving fire-arms, they 
were ordered to provide their own fubfif 
tence, and likewife to furriifha certain num¬ 
ber of furs and fables for the ufe of the 
Emprefs; thofe articles conftituting the 
principal fources of her revenue. 

Unfubdued by the nature of his fituation, 
which feemed to preclude hope, as well as 
affiflance, Beniowfky conceived the daring 
project of firft liberating himfelf, and then 
of efcaping from the dominions of Catha¬ 
rine. Having concerted meafures for the 
purpofe with his companions, who offered 
to follow and to perifh with him, they at* 
tacked the Ruffian guard, and put them to 
the fword. Without lofing an inftant, Be* 
niowfky marched againft the fort, entered 
it, and cut to pieces the garrifon, together 
with the governor himfelf, after a defperate 

refinance. 
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refiftance. They then feized on all the fora 
in the public magazines, which they put 
on board a veffel that had been conftru&ed 
for the purpofe of making difcoveries among 
the vaft Archipelago of Islands fcattered in 
the unknown ocean between Afia and Ame¬ 
rica. Accompanied by near a hundred of 
his followers, he fet fail, deftitute of any 
means except courage and defpair, for na¬ 
vigating through latitudes equally incle- , 
ment, as they are unexplored by mariners. 

In the courfe of his voyage, Beniowfky 
had to encounter almqft every calamity by 
which human nature could be aflailed. Fa¬ 
mine, ficknefs, mutiny, tempeft, and {hip- 
wreck, threatened by turns to terminate 
his romantic life and adventures. After 
vainly attempting to navigate north, by the 
Frozen Ocean that furrounds the Pole, he 
flood to the fouth; reached, he pretends, 
fome of the iflands dependant on Japan; 
and was hofpitably received by the natives. 
In the iiland of Formofa, rendered famous 
by the pretended Hiftoiy of Pfalmanafar, 

. y 3 where 
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where he likewife landed; he entered (I 
cannot clearly underftand on what pre¬ 
tence.) into hoftilities with the natives, 
which were produ6tive of very fanguinary 
confequences. Finally entering the river of 
Macao in : China, he arrived l'afely at Can¬ 
ton, from whence he returned to Europe. 
It is impoffible to contemplate fuch an en- 
terprize,- without a mixture of aftoniihment 

and admiration, mixed with incredulity. 

* 

The expedition of the Argonauts, 'lb cele¬ 
brated in antiquity, the chiefs of which 
were raifed to almoft divine honours'; can¬ 
not bear the fmalleft comparifon in real 
danger or difficulty, with Beniowfky s navi¬ 
gation. 1 It may be queftioned whether 
Columbus himfelf had greater impediments 
with which to ftruggle,' from the fears, th© 
infubordination, and the fuperftition of his 
followers, who were many times about to 

• i * ■ 

feize and to inaflacre him. ' ! 

The French Cabinet, .which under the 
late'reign, during the period when it was 
governed by the Duke de Choifeii! 1 , ; had 

4 originally 
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originally protected arid, even; aided .the- 
Poli/h confederates. extended its notioe to , 
Benioyvflty- Deeply improved wjthdiis aflo-, 
fiifliing , cpurage and fuqcels, the. .Dukef 
d’Aiguilljau:,! Chqifeul’s .fuceeflar,. not only, 
oaufed him tQ be. graciouily received in 
Franc!e,:wher£ he landed ,-on his, return to { 
Euro.pe; but he lias finqe conferred on Be-, 
niowlky various military, pecuniary, and 
honorary, marks of.the? bounty of the French, 
Crown. .. This extraordinary, adventurer Wal¬ 
loon afterwards feat, out to Madagafcar,. ai 
part of; the glohe to which the Cabinet ofj 
Verfailles has Jong directed, its attention F 
and with .the .interior, ,as well as produc¬ 
tions, of which country,. .they are far better 
acquainted than oUrfeLves, of any European, 
nation.: 'I.-am allured that Beniowiky has- 
already rendered to Louis the Sixteenth 
very, important fervices there;,.and, it is 
imagined that lie wiliibe again difpatcbed to, 
Madaigafc^r, to! irtveftigate more mirintfelyt 
the refources, commercial and political, of 
that unlvoow.nantl'evtgnlive illand- ,Wq is 
, ; y 4 at 
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at prefent on a vHit here to his native coun¬ 
try, where his furpriziqg adventures and 
defperate atchievements have fecured hini 
the mod flattering reception. People of 
eveiy rank, crowd round him to hear the 
ftory of his efcape from Kamfchatka, which- 
he recounts with a coldnefs, and even phlegm, 1 
that encreafes its efieft on the auditors. 

The lineaments of his countenance cor- 
refpond wonderfully with his hiftory, and 
his whole figure, which is robuft and vigo¬ 
rous, conveys the idea of determined intre¬ 
pidity. During his campaigns in Poland, 
he received numerous wounds; particularly 
one in the haunch, which has much dif- 
abled him from exertions of activity. When 
he repofes his body on the wounded fide, 
which is greatly contracted in confequence 
of the mufcles having been interfered, he 
appears of a middle fize. But, when he 
rife8 on the other leg, he fuddenly becomes 
near fix feet in height. It is fuppofed that 
his flay here will not be of long duration, 
and that he means foon to return to France, 

in 
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in the military fervice of which Crown he 
is engaged. Should he ever by any acci¬ 
dent hill into the hands of the Ruffians, 
Catharine would probably facrifice him to 
the number of her fubje&s whom Beniowfky 
put to death. But, of fuch an event there 
feems little or no probability. 

In my next, I may perhaps be able to 
conje&ure with more affiirance, as to the 
certainty of peace. At this moment, every 
tiling befpeaks a continuance of tranquillity. 
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jfufiile liemonjirances of Prujfia, refpfcling the. 
Bavarian SucceJio}i.-f-Anecdotes of flfarjhal 
" Lacyi—Anecdotes of'6eneral LaudohrC ' ; 


j . 1th F.ebrHMy<iG#\ { , 17 . 7 S. 

S IitCe I . wrote laft,- the political fky is 
again become dark, and feeaaas/to por- 
tertd a ternpeft, though perhaps.it ; 'may not 
immediately take place'. The flattering in¬ 
dications of peace, if not vanifhed, are at 
lead obfcured; and Bavaria, it appears, 
may yet involve the German Empire in war, 
Refiftance is not howeAer expe6ted from the 
Cabinet of Munich, nor from that of Man- 
hoim. On the contrary, Ave know that the 
Eleftor Palatine, Duke of Bavaria, has al¬ 
ready figned a treaty with this Court, by 
which he Completely cedes the contefted 
diftrifts to Maria Therefa. But, from ano¬ 
ther quarter, very ftrong oppofition has 
arifcn. The Duke of Deux-ponts, far from 

acquiefcing 
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acquiefcing in the renunciations of the Elec¬ 
tor his uncle, has had a confidential inter¬ 
view at Potzdam with Frederic, for the ptir- 
pofe of effectually oppofing, in conjunction 
with him, any difmemberment of the future 
Bavarian inheritance. All the allodial, or 
perfonal property of the deceafed EleCtor, 
is claimed by his filter, the EleCtrefs Dowa-' 
ger of Saxony. 

' Their joint reclamations might, never- 
thelefe, be unavailing, if Pruffia could be 
ihduced t6 remain paffive. 'But, however 
averfe he may be to war, the King, it is un- 
derftood, has manifefled his refolution not to 
permit fa vaft'ari incorporation of territory 
to be effected, without, remonftrance. He 
has already united himfelf with Saxony, 
taken the troops of the EleCtor into his own 
pay, and lent reiterated memorials to Prince: 
Kaunrtz,' Hating the injuftice of the, preten¬ 
tions of the Ifnperial Court. No fymptoms- 
however of a difpofition to yield, or even to 
concede, are : vifible here. The language 
held by Auftria, is high, firm, and almoft 
indignant. Maria Therefa probably wifhes 
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for peace; but if wfc may believe report, 
or form a judgment from appearances, the 
Emperor defires a rupture rather than an 
accommodation. Never, it muft be owned,' 
was the Houfe of Auftria in better prepara¬ 
tion for war. Artillery, troops, finances, 
all are ready on the Ihorteft notice. They 
reckon likewife on Frederic’s age, on his 
inabilities of body, and natural relu&ance 
to commit his fame, as well as his acqui- 
fitions, to hazard. Perhaps, they reafon 
well. At all events, it is curious to con¬ 
trail the condu6t of the fame Prince in 1741, 
with his prefent line of a&ion in 1778. He 
began hi& reign by attacking Maria Therefa, 
without provocation; by burfting in upon 
Silefia, and overturning the tranquillity of 
Germany, in order to aggrandize his do¬ 
minions. In the evening of life, defirous 
of peace, he llowly roufes himfelf from re- 
pofe; remonftrates, inftead of inarching into 
Bohemia; and prefents himfelf as a barrier 
againft the Imperial ambition, which me¬ 
naces the independance, as well as the inte¬ 
grity, of the Germanic Syfitem. 

Already 
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. Already various regiments, particularly 
ieveral of cavalry, are under orders to march 
towards Bohemia and Moravia. Thole of 
Lacy, and of Jofeph'Colloredo, are arrived 
here, in their way to Prague or to Olmutz. 
No one doubts, that if a war fhould eventu¬ 
ally take place, the Emperor means to ferve 
in perfon; but, the principal condu6t of the 
campaign would be probably committed to 
the “duo Fulmina Belli," Marihal Lacy, 
and General Laudohn. If we except the 
King of Pruffia, and Prince Henry his bro¬ 
ther; they may be juftly accounted the 
greateft commanders of the prefent century, 
in their different lines. The Emprefs Queen 
is fortunate in being able to entruft her 
caufe to fuch leaders. With Marihal Lacy 
I have the honour to'be acquainted, and to 
meet him fometimes in private fociety. He 
is now approaching towards his fixtieth year; 
but, it is impoffible not to perceive, that 
when young, he muft have been very hand- 
fome. In his perfon he is tall and thin; 
his complexion fallow, and his features fmall. 

He 
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He has the figure, deportment, and ma'nhers 
of a man of quality; but, there .is in them 
{till more of the courtier and the gentleman, 
than of the foldier. Grave, and fomewhat 
diftant on firft acquaintance, hej becomes 
afterwards pleafing and communicative. He 
fpeaks French with equal eafe and elegance; 
entertains magnificently, and his table is 
• ferved with no lefs delicacy than profufion. 
Though now advancing faft to’old age, he 
preferves a youthful appearanceand though 
he has been fix times wounded by mufket- 
balls, he enjoys perfe6t health; all the bul¬ 
lets having been extracted, without injury 
to his conftitution. In his youth, he facri- 
iiced to plealure and diffipation; but at pre¬ 
sent he lives retired, mixes little with the 
gay world, and paflea the’evening of an native 
life, in the enjoyment of a dignified repofe. 
Polfeded of an immenfe fortune* partly 
tranfmitted to him by defeent, and partly 
acquired in the courfe of long and honour¬ 
able fervice; he ufes it as one, who, while 
he knows the value of riches, is neverthe-r 

le& 
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lefs' fuperior to them. Of' up elevated mind, 1 
above the little arts of’intrigue, or'of'Courtr 
cabal; he is n6t l£fs rdpeCtctl than beloved, 1 
by the Sovereigns whom he 'feiyes. " 

Lacy is by no means, like Laudohn, a 
foldier of fortune, though he. has: rifen by 
his talents. ‘His extraction and family are 
Irifh, but he was bom in RuffiSt. Son' of 
the famous Marfhal Lacy, who, in ! cdtn jun'or 
tion with Munich, commanded • the Muf. 
covite armies agairifl the Turks, arid ob-i 
tabled fo haany victories over them* in the 
laft years of the Emprefs Anne; it was in 
that great fchool he firft *. learnt the art of 
war. I have heard him fav, that his father 
fent him to ffcudy at Ligriitz in Silefia, and 
afterwards at Vienna. lit 1740, about the 
time Maria TherefuVacceffion, heeri* 
tered the Auftriari fervice, as an Enfigri \tl 
the regiment of Count Brown, afterwards 
Matfhal Brown, who was killed at the battle 
of Prague.' Having diflinguifhed himfelf 
by a thoufand aCts of perfonal courage* 
aClivity, and ability, he rofe fo rapidly td 

the 
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the rank of Major, that at the commence¬ 
ment of the war of 1756, he was already a 
Colonel, and loon became a Major-Gene¬ 
ral. But, to Daun’s protection and friencL 
{hip, hie was principally indebted for his 
deration: a patronage winch Lacy repaid 
by the mod faithful adherence, and the 
mod effential fervicea. Daun always had 
recourfe to him when under embarradments 
in the field, and Lacy conftantly urged or 
propelled the Marfhal to meaiures of deci- 
fion. I have already fpoken elfewhere of 
Finck’s furrender at Maxen, and of the 
celebrated retreat from Torgau; on both 
which occafions, Lacy acquired immortal 
honor. He has been accufed of not ad-, 
vancing to Laudohn’s affiftance, when that 
General was beaten by Frederic at Lignitz; 
but the charge is, I believe, uniyeriaily 
admitted to be unjuft. 

A degree of coldnefs, approaching to rh> 
vality, is however fuppofed to fubfift between 
them, fuch as exifted in the laft century 
between Conde and Tureune. Their charac¬ 
ters. 
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ters, manners, and talents, are indeed, very 
diffimilaf. Lacy is not merely one of the 
firft commanders of his time, admitted to be 
fuperior even to Laudohn in the theory of 
war, in the fcience of ta6lics, and in the 
judicious choice of ground for encamp¬ 
ments; he is equally formed for the Cabinet 
and the drawing-room, as for the field. En¬ 
joying the moll diftinguilhed place in the 
Emperor’s confidence and affe&ion, that 
Prince vifits him at all hours, converfes with 
him on matters of bufinefs, while the Mar- 
Ihal is dreffing, and is fuppofed to confult 
him on every point of moment. Nor. is it 
only on military or political fubje&s, that 
Jofeph applies to him for advice and affilt- 
ance. Lacy is the depofitory of his moll 
fecret thoughts ; participates his domeftic 
troubles; and foothes him in thofe moments 
of deje&ion, difappointment, and chagrin, 
to which a divided fovereignty is peculiarly 
liable. In the difficult fcience of provifion- 
ing an army, Lacy has no equal; and he is 
allowed to be the beft Adjulant-General in 
vol. i. Z Europe. 
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Europe. To him, the whole arrangement* 
diftributiou, and management of the Auf- 
trian forces is committed in time of peace. 
The fpirit of order, fuftained by judicious 
economy, which charaCtize him, enable Lacy 
to regulate with eafe fo complicated, as 
well as fo immenfe a machine. When wq 
refiefit on thefe circumftances, we (hall not 
be furprized that he has attained, and we 
muft admit thot he deferves, the high fitu- 
ation and fortune of which he is in poflieffion. 
With Laudohn I have not the happi- 
nefs to be equally well acquainted, becaufe 
though he underftands French tolerably 
well, he never converfes in that language. 
He fpeaks German, and likewife Ruffian im¬ 
perfectly, on occafions; but, in company 
his habitual referve rarely forfakes him. 
Naturally modefl, taciturn, and fhy, he 
fcarcely ever obtrudes his opinions on any 
fubjeCt, and rather retires from notice, than 
folipits admiration. As he has no houfe in 
Vienna, he refides at this time on his eftate, 
about two leagues off, on the road to Lintz, 

in 
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ingreit privacy; comingfometimes, but 
rarely, , to pay his Court to the Sovereign, 
or the Minifters. Among the latter, Prince 
Kaunitz alone treats him with marks of per- 
fonal friendfhip and diftinftion. Neither 
his education, his manners, nor his habits 
qualify him indeed for the great world. In 
a mixed fociety he. is loft, unlefs the di£> 
courfe turn upon fubje&s conhe&ed with 
war. Then his countenance fuddenly lights 
up, and he becomes animated, eloquent, in 
a word a different man. I have witnefled 
with pleafure this tranfition. 

General Laudohn, for he has not yet been 
created a Field Marfhal, though Frederic 
chofe to addrefs him by that title at the 
interview of Neifs ; is now about fixty-two 
years of age, fomewhiat infirm, though ori¬ 
ginally of a tough and vigorous conftitution. 
§ubje& to violent diforders of the ftomach 
and bowels, which frequently threaten his 
life, it is to be feared that one of thefe at¬ 
tacks may prove fatal to him. Like Lacy, 
he rifes in height above the middle fize; 
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but Laudohn’s figure conveys only the idea 
of a foldier, rough, inelegant, and inured to 
camps. His. fece is long and meagre, his 
features coarfe and dark ; more, I believe, 
from the effeCt of hardfhips, than from their 
natural formation. He wears his own hair, 
which time has confiderably thinned, and 
prefents to common eyes, a lank anti bony 
figure, deftitute of animation or addrefs. 
Under fuch an exterior are concealed thofe 
talents, which have rendered him fo juftly 
celebrated, and which, on more than one 
occafion, have fhaken the Pruflian Throne. 
The Emperor, if he does not honor him 
Avith the fame marks of perfonal confidence 
and predileCtion: which he {hews to Lacy, 
is neverthelefs deeply imprefled with a fenfe 
of Laudohn’s paft fervices, and a conviction 
of hip great abilities. As a General, the 
quality which peculiarly characterizes him, 
is admitted to be the .rapidity and decifion 
of his movements. After viewing the ground 
and reconnoitring the pofition of the enemy, 
he takes his refolution in a moment, and 

executes 


Digitized by 


)ogle 



COURT OF . BERLIN, ETC. 341 

■ executes it with the velocity of lightning. 
Ue is' unable to aft . by a . long train of re- 
fleftion, which only renders him irrefolute, 
as he himfelf declares; and it is commonly 
aflerted even by thofe who moft. admit his 
claims to fuperior excellence, that he is not 
formed to direft the complicated operations 
of a campaign. 

Laudohn is by birth a Livonian, bom in 
or about the year 1716, when that province . 
was already fubjefted by the arms of Peter 
the Great. His father was only a Lieutenant 
in the Ruffian armies, of Scotch extraftion, 
being defcended from the family of Loudon, 
.though the orthography of the name has 
undergone fome alteration in the lapfe of 
time, or in the change of country. It re- 
fleftsr no little honor on the Scottiffi and 
Irilh nations, that they have given fo many 
illuftrious commanders to Europe, during 
the courfe.of the prefent century. Keith, 
Brown, Elphinftone, Lacy, Laudohn, as well 
as various others qf inferior reputation whom 
I could name, in the Imperial* Ruffian, 
at 3 Saxon, 
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Saxon, and Pruffian fervice, are procrfe of 
the aflertion. At a very early period of 
life, Laudohn, as much from neceffity as 
from inclination, embraced the profeffion 
of arms ; and he actually fought in the 
ranks, as a private foldier, under the Im¬ 
perial Generals, during the ihort war of 
1733, between the Emperor Charles the 
Sixth and France. When peace was con¬ 
cluded two years afterwards, finding him- 
felf without provifion of any kind, he was 
again compelled to feek for employment. 
At the other extremity of Europe, the Em- 
prefc of Ruflia, Anne, had juft engaged in 
hoftilities with the.Turks; and it is indis¬ 
putable that Laudohn marched, or rather 
walked from Heidelberg in the Palatinate, 
to the banks of the Black Sea, with his 
knapfack on his fhoulder. Lacy and Mu¬ 
nich being then occupied in the fiege of 
Oczakow, Laudohn ferved under them; as 
he did during the whole progrefs of the war, 
till its termination in 1739. 

Returning once more into Germany, he 

firft 
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firft attempted to enter, as a fubalter officer* 
into the Pruffian army; but his endeavours 
proving ineffectual, he therefore ih the end 
of the year 1741, ot the beginning of 1742, 
found means to procure an Enfigns com- 
miffion in the Auftrian fervice. Frederic 
could not then forefee, how dear the re¬ 
jection of fuch an officer would coft him. 
Laudohn unaided by friends or connexions 
of any kind, rofe flowly in military rank 
and honors. While a Lieutenant, quar¬ 
tered in Hungary, he married a Sclavonian 
woman, who pofleflfed neither attractions of 
mind, nor of perfon. Of an obfcure family, 
fhe brought him little or no fortune. Sick¬ 
ly, uneducated, homely in her figure, fhe, 
never appears in public ; and her prin¬ 
cipal merit confifts in the attachment that 
fhe feels for her hufband, which rifes to a 
fort of idolatry. They have no children, 
nor, as I believe, had they ever any iflue. 
When Laudohn attained to the rank of 
Captain^ Prince Kaunitz firft diftinguiffied 
him, and honored him with proofs of pecu- 
* J z 4 liar 
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liar efteem ; a circumftance, of which that 
Minifter is with reafon vain. During the 
war of 1741, he was wounded, and it is the 
only material hurt he ever received in the 
courfe of fo many campaigns. 

The eminent fervices which he reudered 
to Maria Therefa between 1757 and 1763, 
were rewarded by her after the late peace, 
with the donation of an eftate in Moravia. 
She afterw ards purchafed it of him for the 
fum of eighty thoufand florins, or about 
feven thoufand pounds fterling; and. he 
may now be efteemed wealthy, according 
to the eftimation of competence in Auftria. 
His military appointments, which in time 
of peace, do not fall fhort of near a thou¬ 
fand pounds fterling a year, will be greatly 
augmented in cafe of a war, as there can 
be no doubt of his fervices being wanted; 
and his private fortune is, betides, ample. 
We are pleafed, when we fefle< 5 t that fo 
illuftrious a man is not fubjebted in his 
age to any privations ; and that he cannot 
juftly complain of the ingratitude or neglect 

of 
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of thofe whom he .has ferved. But, if he 
has experienced the bounty of the Sovereign, 
or the protection of the Minifter, he has 
felt not lefi fenfibly the. jealoufy of the 
courtiers, as well as the enmity of the nobi¬ 
lity. They treat his perfon with cold alienar 
tion ; accufe him of being unfit, from the 
conftitutional melancholy of his temper, to 
contribute to the pleafures of fociety : and 
even attempt to attribute his greateft ex¬ 
ploits more;to fortune than to merit. There 
are neverthelefs, even in Vienna, many per- 
fons of the higheft rank, who do juftice to 
his fuperior abilities, and who confider him 
as the beft prop of the Auftrian monarchy 
in ia time.of war or danger. 

It might be thought invidious, and even 
improper, to draw a clofe comparifon be¬ 
tween two living commanders, who have 
refpeCtively diftinguiihed themfelves fo much 
in different lines, and who may yetadd.new 
laurels to thofe which they have , already ac¬ 
quired. We may however fafely afiert that. 
Lacy’s talents, aremore uniyerfal, Laudehns 
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more concentrated. One is greater in the 
theory of war, in the vaft detail requifite 
for enabling armies to aft with effect, and 
in combining or directing a variety of mi¬ 
litary operations. The other has -no equal 
in rapid, decifive, and fuccefsful execution. 
Lacy is more refpe6ted at Vienna : Lau- 
dohn it more dreaded at Berlin, The for¬ 
mer enjoys all the confidence of Jofeph: the 
latter poflefles all the efteem of Frederic. 
If the Auftrian officer looks up to the firft; 
the Auftrian foldier has his eye fixed on the 
fecond, crowds to his ftandard, and efteems 
himfelf certain of vi6tory, under fuch a 
leader.' Both have performed the moft fig- 
nal fervices to the ftate. But, it would be 
unjuft to compare the affair of Maxen, or 
the retreat of Torgau, however meritorious, 
where Lacy afted in a fubordinate capacity 
under Daun ; with the capture of Glatz 
and Schweidnitz, or the viftory of Landihut, 
m all Which Laudohn commanded without 
a fuperior. If Lacy is more confidered by 
die prefent age, in the circle where he 

moves; 
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moves; Laudohn will probably fill a much 
higher place in the volume of feme, in dif- 
tant times, and among foreign nations, when 
the little malignities, prejudices, and par¬ 
tialities of the hour are buried in oblivion. 
But it is time that I clofe this letter; 
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LETTER XIII. 

Aufirian Preparations for War*.—Arrival of 
Troops. — Croats.—Emprefs Queen's Repug¬ 
nance to Hojlilities.—Advantages poffeffed by 
Pruffia.—Efforts of the Archduchefs Chrijlina 
to prevent a Rupture.—Proportion of dif- 
mantling Vienna.—The Imperial Palace. 

„ Vienna, March 19th, 1778 . 

rpHE die feems at length to be thrown, 
and war is about to begin as fbon as 
the feafon will permit. This city, which lefs 
than four months ago, when I arrived here, 
preferited a pi&ure of general and of perma¬ 
nent tranquillity, is now transformed into 
an Arfenal. The ftreets of Vienna as well 
as the public places, are crowded with can¬ 
non, ammunition, baggage, and all the ap¬ 
paratus of an approaching campaign. Every 
day, new regiments arrive under the walls; 
who, after having been reviewed, continue 

their 
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their march towards Bohemia or Moravia. 
Nothing can convey a more ftriking idea of 
the greatnefs of the Houfe of Auftria, the 
magnitude of its refources, the extent of its 
dominion, and the number of provinces fub- 
je€t to Maria Therefa, than the fcene to 
which we are here daily withefles. From 
the (bore of the Adriatic, and from the foot 
of the Appennine and the Carpathian moun¬ 
tains, to the frontiers of Moldavia and Wa¬ 
lachia, troops are conftantly pouring in to 
maintain her quarrel. , Albanians, Croats, 
Hungarians, and Italians, fucceffively arrive 
m the vicinity of Vienna. So many diffe¬ 
rent nations, united in one caufe, remind 
me of the fabulous ages of the Earth, when 
all Greece, or the lefler Alia, flocked to a 
common ftandard, and fought under the 
fame leader. ' 

It is in the irregular forces which Maria 
Therefa can bring into the field, that fhe 
poflefles a great fuperiority over her adver- 
fary. The Croats and Hungarians, fierce, 
undifciplined, and fubje&ed to fcarcely any 

military 
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military laws, are attached to the Houfe of 
Auftria by prejudices and predile&ions of 
religion, manners, and education, peculiar 
to themfelves. Frederic has no troops of a - 
fimiliar defcription tooppofe to them, equally 
faithful and loyal. The Croat rarely or 
never deferts: he is even incapacitated by 
his ignorance of the German language from 
mixing intimately with the foldiers of that 
nation. A degree of primeval rudenefs and 
fimplicity charafterizes them, totally unlike 
the fpirit which animates the mercenary fti- 
pendiary of modern armies. Fathers of fa¬ 
milies, followed by their fons, at the corar 
mand of their Sovereign, cheerfully quit 
their habitations Sh the diftant banks of the 
Drave, the Teifs, and the Lower Danube, to 
fpill their blood in her caufe. Hitherto the 
Croats have never been confidered as regu¬ 
lar troops ; but, it is now intended to clothe 
and difcipline them like the other regiments 
in the Auftriaa fervice. It is a fight equally 
novel and pleafing, to fee thefe corps' arrive, 
drefied in the rude garb of their refpe&iva 
3 provinces, 


Digitized by Google 



COURT OP BERLIN; ETC. 35 « 

provinces) andprefenting in their whole ap¬ 
pearance, a contrail to the foldier of every 
other European lervice. From the great 
magazines in the neighbourhood of this city 
they are fornilhed with arms* accoutrements, 
and all otfeer requifites, before they profecute 
their march towards the frontiers, 

. Maria Therein derives nevertheleis, little 
gratification or pleafure from thefe exhibi¬ 
tions of her power, and teftimonies of af¬ 
fection to her perfon. It is no longer a 
fecret that ihe deprecates a rupture, and is 
relu&antly dragged forward by her fon. 
From the moment that intelligence arrived 
of the Ele&or of Bavaria's death, Ihe .fore- 
law with regret its probable confoquences. 
Having pafled the active period of life, and 
being only defirous of repofe, ihe is not to 
be roufed by prefenting to her view ob¬ 
jects of ambition, or to be impelled by a re- 
colle&ion of pall injuries fuftained from 
Prulfia. Thofo who have accefs to her, wit- 
nefs the deje&ion of her fpirits, and the agi¬ 
tation of her mind on the arrival of every. 
,,. courier; 
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courier; they fee her eyes perpetually red 
with weeping, or fuffufed in tearfe.* Inftead of 
demonftrating her fatisfa&ion atfhe-promp-^ 
titude, with which her orders for putting the 
Auftrianforces in motion, have been obeyed; 
fhe avert her eyes from every difplay of her 
military ftrength. Only a few days ago, 
when one of the fineft regiments in the Im¬ 
perial fervice arrived from Mantua, on the 
Efplanade, under the walls of Vienna, no 
entreaties could induce her to look upon 
them, from the apartmenjts of the palace. 
She runs with eagernefs to clofe the {flut¬ 
ters,' whenever troops pafe under her win¬ 
dows. Anxious to prevent fo great a ca¬ 
lamity as war, fhe pafles half her time in 
prayer; and yeflerday fhe remained for 
three hours on her knees, in the Cathedral, 
invoking the Divine bleffing to aid her ef¬ 
forts for maintaining the peace of Germany. 
Prince Kaunitz is gloomy, thoughtful, and 
lefs communicative, in fociety. His fitu- 
ation, which is a lingular one, demands 
confummate addrefs, in order, while he 

preferves 
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prfeferves the affection of the mother, not 
to irritate, or alienate the fon. During his 
long adxniniftration, he has not, probably, 
found himfelf in fo painful, or fo delicate a 
predicament. The Emperor alone appears 
unaffectedly gay, conftantly in aCtion, on 
horfeback before the fun is rifen, and ready 
to receive with alacrity the various bodies 
of troops on their arrival. 

Whatever may be the final event of the 
war which impends, two great advantages 
attend Pruffia at its commencement. The 
firft of thefe refults from the juftice of the 
caufe in which Frederic is engaged: for, 
even here in Vienna, the claims fet up by 
the Houfe of Auftria on the Bavarian fuc- 
ceffion, are by no means confidered as in- 
conteftable. In addition to fo important a 
circumftanee, which is neither to be de- 
fpifed nor forgotten, we fhould recolleCt 
the alliance and co-operation of Saxony. 
That fertile and powerful Electorate, co¬ 
vering the whole frontier of Brandenburgh, 
is already in Frederic's poffeffion, and muft 
be protected by his arms. If it is the caufe 
vot. i. A a of 
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of the German Empire in general, it is the 
caufe of Saxony in a fpeciaT manner, for 
which he is about to {hake off the infirmi¬ 
ties of age, and after fo long a period of 
,repofe, to appear again in the .field. Sup-- 
ported by the Saxons, while he is fuppfied; 
from Mifnia and Lufatia with provifions, he 
can commence offenfive operations, and ren¬ 
der Bohemia the immediate theatre of war, 
His intimate knowledge of that country, 
where he has made fo many campaigns, 
muil necefiarily give him a vaft fuperiority,, 
and perhaps enable him to wreft the north¬ 
ern provinces from Maria Therefa. 

Befides the other motives which impcjl 
the Entprefs Queen to deplore hoftilities, is 
to be confidered the peculiar pofition of lier 
daughter, the Archduchefs Chriftina. That, 
Princefs, w ho is tenderly beloved, by Maria 
Tlrerefii, was married near twelve year^agp 
to P/ince Albert of Saxony, for? to the late 
King of Poland, and uncle of the reigning 
Elector. Thus adopted into the Auftrian 
family, he has ever .fince reiidpd principally 
in the Court of Vienna, where he has apart-. 
* .ments 
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ments in the Imperial palace. Having been 
cohftituted Governor of Hungary, in that 
capacity he and the Archduchefs occupy 
the caftle of Prefburg; but they are now 
here on a vifit to the Emprefs, over whom 
her daughter poflefles a great' afcendant. 
She is warmly attached to her hufband; 
who, on his part, from intereft', as well as 
from a fenfe of honor and gratitude, feels 
himfelf not lefs bound to efpoufe the Aus¬ 
trian caufe, and to fhed, if neceffary. His 
blood in the prefent quarrel. As it is fup- 
pofed that he will command one of the 
armies deftined to a6l againft the common 
enemy; in the difcharge of that duty, it 
may be his lot to enter Drefden, and to 
defolate the dominions of the family from 
which he Springs. Such a conflift of prin¬ 
ciples and obligations, cannot fail to be 
deeply painful to a mind of fenfibility. The 
Archduchefs, his wife, is known to be affeCted 
by it in the livelieft manner. She depre¬ 
cates the profpeCt of a rupture, which mull 
involve her hufband in unfpeakable embar- 
mfimentsand fhe has more than once 
a a 2 thrown 
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thrown herfelf at her mothers feet, conjur¬ 
ing her with tears, while it is ftill time, to 
recede from her pretentions on the Bavarian 
fucceffion, and to flop the effufion of human 
blood. The Emperor who can neither be 
unacquainted with this fa6t, as may naturally 
he prefumed; nor is ignorant of the Arch- 
duchefs’s influence over the Emprefs* may 
one day refent, and even punifh her oppo- 
fition to his favorite meafures. 

* The Carnival is now at an end; and 
Lent, which is here obferved with extra¬ 
ordinary rigor, in compliance with the £m- 
prefs’s devotion, leaves me more at leifure 
to vifit the principal obje&s of curiofity in 
Vienna. This capital conveys to a foreigner 
no mean idea of the grandeur of the Auftrian 
line, under whofe fceptre are united fo many 
fcatteted kingdoms and provinces. Thofe 
which have been diflevered from it in our 
own time, within the laft fifty years, would 
form of themfelves a potent Monarchy. 
Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, Servia, Bofnia, and 
Silefia, all belonged to the late Emperor, 
Cliarjes the Sixth, at different periods of 
' his 
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liis reign. Marlhal Colloredo told me, a 
few days ago, that he had been in garrifon 
sit Belgrade, at Meffina, and at Breflaw, 
when each of thole places formed a part of 
the Auftrian dominions. Vienna is not only 
populous, : but the ftreets are crowded with 
people of various nations. Ih my walks, 1 
conftantly meet with Hungarians, Greeks, 
Turks, and Poles, all habited in the pecu¬ 
liar drefs of their refpe6tive countries. No¬ 
thing is more piCturefque and a,mufing than 
fuch a diverfity, which rarely Occurs in 
London, or in Paris. 

It is not, however, the city of Vienna, 
ftri&lyfb denominated, which difplays either 
theextent or the magnificence of a capital, 
Suitable to the elective Chief of the German 
Empire, the hereditary Sovereign of fo vaft 
a traCt of Europe. The neceffity, whether 
real Or imaginary, of fortifying Vienna, con¬ 
tracts it to a very narrow compafs; indeed, 
to fo fmall a fpace, that I have walkpd com¬ 
pletely round the ramparts, at a quick pace, 
within fifty minutes. But, the fuburbs, 
■which inveft it like a belt, and which are 
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only feparated from it by the Efplanade, are 
far fuperior in magnitude, as well as in 
beauty and elegance, to the city itfelf. 
• There the great nobility principally refido 
in fummer, when not abfent on their eftates, 
or not ferving in the field. Probably, the 
next century will fee Vienna difmantled, and 
rendered, like Peterfburg, or Berlin, an 
open place, I have heard the queftion fre¬ 
quently agitated during my flay here, whe¬ 
ther it might not be made fo at this time, 
without danger. The Turks are no longer 
formidable as they were in the fixteenth 
centuiy, under Soliman and Selim; and the 
fiege of 1683, when Leopold fled to Paflau, 
will noj; be fpeedily renewed in our time. 
Againft the King of Pruffia, the moft formi¬ 
dable adverfary of the Houfe of Auftria, the 
Panube alone forms almoft a fufficient pro-, 
te&ion, if. guarded by the Imperial forces 
entrenched behind the river. But Maria 
Therefa has not yet forgotten that in 1741, 
the French and Bavarians advanced to.St. 
Polten, fcarcely four leagues diftant; and 
tJ»t in 1758, when Frederic befieged Ql- 

mutz. 
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mutz, terror and consternation pervaded 
Vienna. The recollection of thefe difaftrous 
fcenes is too deeply impreffed on her me¬ 
mory, ever to be erafed; and as often' as 
the fubje6t of dilinantling Vienna has been 
mentioned to her, die exclaims, “ I have 
“ already twice feen this city a frontier 
*’* garrifon, expofed to hourly attack; I 
“ will not unneceliarily expofe myfelf to 
“ fimilar or greater misfortunes in my old 
“ age.” It is however, more than poffible 
that Jofeph, whenever he fucceeds his mo¬ 
ther, may adopt an oppolite line of policy 
and pondu6l. 

The palace of the “ Favorita,” fo fre¬ 
quently mentioned by Lady Wortley Mom 
tague, in which Charles the Sixth expired, 
is now converted by his daughter, into a 
feminary of education. Never was any re- 
fidence lefs princely, or even commodious. 
Refembling rather a nunnery, than the ha* 
bitation of a fovereign, it Hands in one of 
the ftreets of a dufty fuburb, without the 
fmalleft court or area in front, and com¬ 
manding no profpedt whatever. The “ Bel* 
a a 4 “ vid«re,” 
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“ videre,” "which belonged to, the great 
Prince Eugene, and which was purchafed by 
Maria Therefa, from his only daughter and 
heirefs, the Princefs of Saxe Hilburgh&ufen* 
is far more fplendid. Conftrufted on a fine 
eminence, at the extremity of the Carin» 
thian fuburb, it enjoys an extenfive view, 
terminated to the fouth by the lofty moun¬ 
tains of Styria. Magnificent as it is, none 
of the Imperial Family ever inhabit it; and 
the Emperor has therefore, converted it into 
a repofitory for paintings. Some of the 
houfes of the great nQbility far exceed in 
beauty, as well as in elegance and grandeur, 
either the “ Favorita," or the “ Bel videre.” 

The y Imperial palace itfelf, which is fitu* 
ate within the walls of Vienna, where both 
the Emprefs , Queen, the Emperor, and fo 
many other members of their Family are 
lodged,. , conveys, fcarcely any idea of the 
jyiajefty of the modem Caefars, the fuccef- 
fQrs of Charlemagne, and the pretended 
rejprefentatiyes of Auguflus. A vail, con¬ 
fided mafs of building, without fymmetry, 
pjaap r or prchite&ure, it confills of feveral 

courts 


Digitized by Google 



COURT OF RERUN, ETC. 361 

courts • Communicating with each other, 
.Created in different ages, and occupying a 
prodigious fpace; but deftitute of any, even 
tjie fmallefl garden. The apartments wliich 
her Imperial Majefty inhabits, are indeed 
pleafant, becaufe they have a fouthern af~ 
pp6b, and in winter may be faid to form a 
comfortable, if not a princely relidence: but, 
before the end of May, the heat commonly 
renders them inffipportable. Within the cir¬ 
cuit of the palace, are not only comprifed 
various houfes, appropriated to forrie of the 
great Officers of State and Minifters, who 
are lodged at the expence of the Sovereign; 
it includes befides, in its immenfe circum¬ 
ference, a fuperb Manege; the German 
play-houfe; the royal library, the cabinet 
of natural hiftory; the jewel-office, where 
are preferved the Imperial and Bohemian 
Crowns; no lefs than three chapels, in one 
of which the Emprefs ufually hears mafs 
every day; and the “ Jeu de Paume,” or 
Racket Court. The Emperor, plays fre¬ 
quently at this game, in which he is tole¬ 
rably expert. I faw him yefterday, in a 

grey 
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grey jacket, and thick worded dockings, 
engaged at it for a considerable time, with 
his brother-in-law* the Duke of Saxe Tefchen, 
and two noblemen who made the party. 
The exercife; which in itfelfis violent, might 
prove peculiarly fatal to the Emperor, who 
i$ affected with an aneurifm in bis leg. When 
he is heated, the puliation of tne artery is 
fo drong, that I aiii allured it may be per¬ 
ceptibly felt with the finger, through the 
tliickeft docking. It is curious to reflect 
that the dedihy of Germany and of Europe 
might be materially changed in an inftant, 
by the burlting of a blood-veflel, the coat 
of which cannot exceed the thicknefs of a 
wafer. •' * - r " *•-** * • . 

Early iivthe'courfe of next month, I may 
probably villt Hungary; but I ihail writi 
again, before I qirit' this capital.. : 
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LETTER XIV. 

Anecdotes of Metqftajio.—State of Public Affairs. 
—Departure of the Emperor Jofeph to join 
the Army in Bohemia. 


Vienna, April gth, 1778. 

I nstead of wearying you with details 
of the military preparations, which here 
occupy the attention and conversion of 
every fociety; let me, before I let out for 
Buda, gratify your curiofity on another fub- 
je&. You alk, whether I have feen Metaf- 
tafio, and you defire to hear forae particu¬ 
lars relative to fo illuftripus a perfon. He 
i% fo little feen in Vienna, that a ftranger, 
unlefs introduced to him at his own houle, 
may pafs many months, I had almoft faid 
years, without often meeting him*. I have 
been twice in company with him at Prince 
Colloredo’s, where he is commonly found 
on great feftivals: but, neither his inclina¬ 
tion, his ftate of health, nor his period of 

life. 
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life, allow him to mix much in crowds. To 
Prince Kaunitz’s he never comes; for they 
are not on terms of amity. Whether the 
mifunderftanding has originated with the 
Minifter, or may be attributed to, the poet, 
is a point much oontefted; and on which I 
am unable to give a decided opinion. 

If however, he does not enjoy the friend- 
fhip of the Minifter, he has, for near fifty 
years, been conftantly honoured with the 
fmiles of the Sovereign. The invitation of 
Charles the Sixth induced him to quit Rome 
for Vienna, -and the patronage of that Mo¬ 
narch fixed him here for life. Though he 
has exchanged the banks of the Tyber, ,and 
the claflic air of Italy, fpr the ungenial cli¬ 
mate of the frozen Danube ; hi's fancy does 
not appear to have fiiffered either in delicacy, 
or in luxuriance?- from the , tranfplahtatiori. 
Yet the late Emperor, whOe he rewarded 
Metafiafio with munificence, and loaded him 
with earefies, did hot fcruple to fettef the 
powers of the poet, by impofing on him re¬ 
straints fearcely compatible with the enthu- 
fiafm of genius. Metafiafio,- in -cempofing 
12 his 
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his fineft pieces, was always obliged to ac¬ 
commodate the opera to the length of time 
which the Emperor indicated or com¬ 
manded. Endowed with more than ordi¬ 
nary fenfibility, it may naturally be fup- 
pofed that he could not .relilt the effect of 
beauty. The Countefs d’Altheim, one of 
the moil charming women of the Court of 
Vienna, ’was the object of his paffion. She 
had been previously beloved by Charles the 
Sixth himfelf, who was fuppofed to have 
been admitted by her to the ufual privi¬ 
leges of royal lovers; nor was it till after 
the deceafe of his Imperial rival, that Me- 
taftafio ventured to divulge his flame. 
Even then, as if confcious of his temerity, 
he drew acrofs it the myfterious veil of 
poetry and fi&ion. He has celebrated the 
Countefs d’Altheim under an imaginary 
name, in various of his compofitions. Whe¬ 
ther Ihe returned his affe&ion, is doubtful; 
but Meteftafio’s attachment, like Petrarch’s 
for Laura, or Taflb’s for Leonora d’Efte, 
never exceeded the limits 0/ refpe&ful 

homage. 
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homage, and demanded no improper fa- 
crifices. '• 

This celebrated perfon, who is -now near 
eighty years of age, though he enjoys un¬ 
common health, begins to bend under the 
prefiure of time. Thofe who know him 
intimately, allure me that he is exceedingly 
broken and altered within the laft five years. 
In his perfon he is iliort and thick, but not 
corpulent. His countenance is expreffive; 
his nofe difproporfionately large, and his 
complexion pale or rather fallow, like an 
Italian. He always wears the drefs of an 
Abb^, and nothing can be fo fyftematicallv 
methodical as his manner of life. Metaf-, 
talio rifes betimes, goes out every day at a 
quarter before twelve to hear mafo, re ( tum§ 
home, and dines pun&ually at two. For 
near, or quite thirty years paft* he has never 
dined out any where. In the evening be 
repairs conftantly, when his health permits, 
to the houfe of Mademoifelle Figarolle. She 
is a woman of quality, poflefies a very cul¬ 
tivated migd* and though no longer young, 

Ibe 
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(Hr lias not .ccufed to be agreeable in Metaf- 
tulio’s opinion, whofe attachment to her is 
of antient date. ‘ Precifely at ten he leaves 
lu*r, and retires to reft. 

Sarcn Hagen,. Prelklent of the Aulic 
Council, divides with Madeinoiiejle Figa- 
rolle, his lYiendfhip and his- leifure. They 
pals much of their time together, occupied 
ip literary puriuits, peculiarly in tlie perufai 
of the great writers of antiquity. Metaf- 
talio fpeaks Frerieh, and converfes in that 
language with facility; but, like every 
Italian, he prefers his native tongue. He 
• is well lodged, on a third floor, in the 
Cole Marck,” and the apartments which 
he occupies, are provided him by the 
Crown.. Mania Therefa, emulous of her . 
father in that refpeft, during the courfe of 
her long reign, has diftinguiih**! him hy 
every, poflible mark of favor and confident* 
tion. He rec -ives from her bounty at this 
time, an annual pepfion of lix thoufand 
florins, or near five hundred pounds Iter- 
ling; and if we except . Voltaire, I believe 
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he is, without difpute, the wealthieft poet 
now exifting in Europe. From his infancy 
he feems to have been not lefs favoured by 
Fortune, than enriched by Nature. No 
perfon here with whom I have converted, 
ventures to. affert pofitively the name of his 
parents; and even the precife place of his 
birth is hardly lefs contefted than was that 
of Homer. He was bom either in Tufcany, 
or in the Papal territories; but unqueftion- 
ably of an origin very humble and obfcure. 
When a boy, like Pope, “ he lifped in 
numbe’rscompofed verfes without effort, 
or almoft premeditation, and recited them 
in the ftreets of Rome, to which city he had 
been carried in his childhood. It was there 
that his uncommon powers excited the 
wonder and attention of Gravina, one of 
the moft eminent legal pra&itioners of Italy, 
in the beginning of the prefent century. 
Such was their effe6t on him, that he took 
the boy home, educated him, and finding 
his capacity expand with his years, Gravina 
adopted him, and made him heir to his 

little 
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little fortune. Even his real name is totally : 
unknown, or at leaft very problematical.' 
The denomination which he bears, and' 
•which he has rendered fo celebrated, Was ’ 
given him by Gravina, either to conceal his ; 
original name j or as a fubftitute; Metaflaflq - 
being a word of Greek derivation, and 
evidently factitious. Charles the Sixth, by 
inviting-him to Vienna, and amply Reward¬ 
ing his talents, placed him above depen- 1 
dance. The prefent Emprefs has rendered 
Him wealthy. He now pafiTes the evening of 
life, in the midft of the moft delicious repofe, ’ • 
furrounded by every comfort, eafy in his 
circumftances, and fecure'of immortality as 
long as poetry and genius are admired ’ 
among men. ; 

This morning, the Duke of Saxe Tefchen 
fet out for Olmutz, accompanied by the * 
Areh^uchefs. his wife, who quitted him at 
the diftance of fome leagues, to return to 
this'city: a feparation which did not take 
place, without violent emotions on her part. 
It is underftood that he is to command'the •' 
.vol. i. B b - army 
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army of Moravia, aided by Maraud Had- 
dick: an appointment probably ehofen 
with the intention of removing him to a 
djftance from Saxony. ' All the preparations 
and indications of a fpeedy rupture, between 
Anuria and Pruffi$, continue. I^audohn, 
who at length has be$n created- a Field- 
IV^arlhal, is already arrived ip Bohemia, 
where the ftorm is expected tp.burft. Yet 
negociations ftill fubfift, and cwriers come 
aknoft daily from Dresden or Berlin, which 
keep alive, the h°P e °f peace. The Empe¬ 
rors departure is boweypr fuppofed to be 
imminent, after which every, rational prof- 
pe& of an accommodation rouft be at an 
end. We know that the Archduke Maxi¬ 
milian and Marfhal Lacy are to accompany 
him- My next letter will; bp written from 
foine part of Hungary. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

April 12th. 

The Emperor, went yefterday to join .the. 
army. He and bis brother Maximilian. rofe 
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at four o'clock in the morning; and as foon 
as it was light, they walked for fome time 
on the. ramparts^ waiting for The Emprefs 
Queen, in prder to take leave of her. When 
(lie was, ready, they repaired, to her apart* 
mentj and proceeded together tothe-ehapel 
in the palace. There, on their kneesy they 
pafied above an hour in prayer, invoking 
the Divine affiftarice on the Auftrian arms. 
Maiia 1 Therefh* was’ extremely/ agitated 
dtrrihg the whole fervice ; but, when at the 
cbncliifiOn, (he-prepared td bid', her fons 
ailieu, her grief bedarne too ftrong for her' 
framfe.' She held the Emperor long in hejf 
ahns, fobbed, and,' at feparating from him, ‘ 
nearly fainted. Jbfeph tore himfelf from" 
hits mother^ ‘ embraces, carrying 'with him ; 
her parting'bhnedidtioh*. Marlhaf LacyisP 
gone with them, and they took the road ; to 
Olmutz, * from which city they ‘ repair to 
Pragod. I anifetting .'out* fhT Efierhatfi. 
in Hungary. 

: ; < : ' j •' ■ - 
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LETTER XT. 

Joutnty to Buda. — Flagellants.—State of Hun¬ 
gary. — Turki/h, Edifices at Buda.—Public 
Baths. 


Buda, April 19th, 1778. 

* f I ' 

I left, Vienna a few hours after I had . 

concluded my laft letter, and have been 
already three days in this city. The contraft 
between the Hungarian and the Auftrian 
capital, is one of the moft ftriking to be. 
conceived. Never perhaps were two nations. 
more diffimilar in manners, drefs, and ap-. 
pearance, than the r German and the Hun¬ 
garian. - Even the fuperftition of Vienna, 
is far outdone by that of Buda. The firft 
object vifible from the windows of the Inn,! 
on the moaning after my arrival, were flagel¬ 
lants marching {lowly through the ftreets,. 
covered with blood, and dragging along 
croffes of a vaft weight, followed by crowds 

of 


Digitized by Google 


court Or birww, etc. -373 
'of people. It was Good Friday, and the 
whole city feemed to be animated by the 
lamefpirit of penitential and 'gloomy .de¬ 
votion. I could have fancied myfelf trahf- 
ported to Toledo or Madrid, as delcribed 
by Madame de Danois, near a Century ago. 
"The flagellants wore hoods Or lacks over their 
heads, in order to conceal their faces : but 
their backs, which were entirely baked, bore 
the fanguinary marks of the fcourge inffi&ed 
at every'ftep. I am allured that the perfons 
who fubmit to this voluntary punilhment, 
'are frequently men of rank, and that the 
-practice is by no means confined to the in¬ 
ferior orders, or to the bigotted vulgar. ' 

< It is not my intention to enter on the 
particulars of my journey through Hungary . 
I (topped for a few hours at Raab, a city 
memorable for being the termination of the 
Ottoman conquelts towards Germany. Hap¬ 
pily for the Houfe of Auliria, the Sultans 
advanced no further. Amurath the Third 
made himfelf mailer of it, towards the clofe 
'of the fifteenth century; a period when the 
b b 3 Imperial 
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Imperial family, under the feeble govern¬ 
ment of the Emperor Rodolph the Second, 
w$s ihnk into the xnoft deplorable Rate of 
jpolitjaal annihilation. Much of the road to 
Jludalies near the bank of the Danube, which 
jg of v$ry ponfiderable raagitude. It is fink¬ 
ing to behold fo noble a river flowing mw~ 
j^ftipally in filence, through one of the riche# 
countries in Europe; but almoft deftitute 
of ofiimperoe, navigation, or population. 
From Raab to this city, a tra& of near a 
hundred miles, I faw fcarcely a Angle boat 
pr fail of any kind upon, the ftream. All is 
Solitary and inanimate: how unlike the 
feenery of the Rhine, or the Loire, where, 
at every curve of the river, villages, caftles, 
and habitations prefent themfebesto theeys. 
It is by no means in the tyranny or incapacity 
of die. prefent government, that w.e mu# 
feek for the principal caufe of this deflation. 
Hungary, till the period of the acceiEoo' of 
the late Emperor Charles the Sixths in 1711, 
was fpr more, than two centuries, the mofl 
unfortunate kingdom of Europe. The pro* 
14; vinces 
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’vihcigs ofthe iifetv krofld whre-'flOt niote Cruelly 
'plurideted by the Spifiliih c 6 htju 4 roifa; PeHi 
and Mexico'were notmore ravaged by Cbrtez, 
or Pizarro, thaft Hungary was defolated by 
the Turkiih Sulthns. S'olyman the Magni¬ 
ficent hrfdhfa fliccefiors, repeatedly Carried 
( Off the greater part of the inhabitants into 
flavery, without diflin&ion of age, rank, or 
Sex. Completely matters of the kingdom, 
and in poffeffion of Buda the capital ; if w& 
except the royal title and ornaments* fcarcely 
any thing elfe remained to the Houfe of 
Auftria. It fa Only ninety-two years finc6 
the expulfion of the Turks from the city 
where I am now writing; Charles the Fifth, 
Duke of Lofrain, at the head of the Impe¬ 
rial forces, having entered it at the Breach, 
in 1686, after a long and defperate re¬ 
finance. 

To the Ottoman devaftations, fucceeded 
the oppreffive tyranny of Leopold and of 
Jofeph the Firft, fcarcely lefs deftru&ive, or 
lefs fangumary. Perpetual irtfurre£tions, and 
attempts at emancipation, were reprefled 
under thofe Princes, with all the feverity of 
b b 4 arbitrary 
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arbitrary power. The fcaftbld of Eperies, a 
town of Upper Hungary, continued for 
many months at the commencement of the 
prefent -century, to exhibit a fcene of blood 
.the moft revolting to human nature, and 
which has. no parallel in modem biftory. 
Scarcely have two beneficent reigns of near 
fourfcore years, clofed thofe wounds. A great 
length of time, and a wife adminiftration, 
fuftaiqed by the judicious encouragement of 
induftry, arts, and manufactures, can alone, 
by their united operation, reftore Hungary 
to its juft rank in the fcale of nations. 

Buda prefents at this time 'many curious 
monuments of the Mahometant tafte, as well 
as fuperftition. In the lower town, 04 the 
very edge of the Danube, ftands a mofque, 
with, its minaret, in perfeft prefervation, 
w hich is now converted into a manufactory 
of falt-petre. Though defaced by time and 
neglebt, it conveys no unfavorable idea of 
Turkifh architecture. Its figure is an octagon, 
and it conftituted the principal religious edi¬ 
fice of the city, while Buda was under the 
Ottoman yoke, But the hot baths, from 
19 . : . . which 
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-which I am juft returned, are a (till more 
amufing obje£t of infpe&ipn. * It was im- 
poffible not- to recolle6t, while, confidering 
them, the defcription given by Lady Wortley ‘ 
Montague, of the baths of Sophia. Men, 
women, and children were bathing promif- 
cuoufly, or lying round the bafon, ftfetched 
in a variety of attitudes. The females, 
though not altogether naked, were nearly 
in that ftate, and the greater part excited 
no fentiment except diiguft. 1 faw, never- 
thelefs, among them, one or two tolerably 
pretty figures, occupied in combing each 
Other’s hair. 

The Turks- while: in. pofteflion of Buda^ 
during near a hundred^and fifty years, feem 
to have paid particular attention to the con- 
ftru6tion and prefervationof the public baths. 
They are fpacious, and fiill form a principal 
recreation of the inhabitants, .who.pafs many 
hours abnoft every day, either.,in. bathing, 
or indolently reclined on /the fidep of the 
bafon. The. heat is, naverthelefs, fo great, 
occafionedby the vapor which arifea from the 
water, that it is fcarcely fupportable beyond a - 

few 
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few i&uuites. Every part of the Building 
is compofed of (lone, the vaulted roof being 
perforated with holes, in order to aidmit the 
light. The \frater, which poors continually 
into the bath, through two or more channels, 
is ftrongly impregnated with mineral quali¬ 
ties. Though the price paid for bathing by 
the common people, tvhich is only about a 
halfpenny, cannot exclude even the loweft 
Vulgar, yet no difiolution of manners is found 
to arife from fuch a promifcuous concoUffe 
of both fexes, in a Hate approaching to 
nudity. ' The baths in the Rafcian or Scla- 
voaian fuburb, are Hill hotter than thofe in 
the Hungarian town. Both merit peculiar 
attention, as being, I believe, the only edi¬ 
fices of the kind that exift in Europe, which 
bave been eonftru6ied by the Turks, heyond 
fee actual limits of the Ottoman dominions. 

• 'Every country has had its periods Of com¬ 
parative felicity, glory, and tranquillity. 
The golden age of Hungary, was unques¬ 
tionably the reign of Matthias Corvinus, 
in fee fifteenth century; when Buda, one 
of the mofft polifeed and civilized capitals 

in 
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in the world, the feat of arts and letters, 
might look down with contempt upon Vienna. 
Xhe Emperor Frederic the Third, driven 
from that city, and Reduced Zander igno- 
minioufly over Germany, beheld his Palace 
occupied by Matthias Corvinus ; who little 
iihagined that the Houfe of Auftria, from 
fuch a (late of depreffion, would fo foon 
emerge into power and profperity. But, 
with their independence, the Hungarians 
loft their* political pre-eminence; and Bads, 
like Prague, abandoned by its Princes, fuc-t 
cefftvely funk into the deferted capital of a 
Turkish, or an Auftrian province. The 
Archduchefs Chriftina and' her hufbaftd, 
jarely or never vifit it :• when they are not 
at Vienna, they refide at Preftwnrg, where 
the ihftgnia of the cirown are always pre¬ 
served. Yet, the fupeTb fituation of Buda, 
m the center of the kingdom, and the local 
beauties, aa well as' advantages of its pofition, 
might well challenge the preference. To¬ 
morrow I (hall continue my journey towards 
Schemnita* on a vifit to the Hungarian 
Mines, 
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LETTER XVL 

'Journey from Buda to the Mines at Schemnitz. 

—Mines of Cremnitz.—Prejbitrg.—The Caf- 

1 tie.—State of Public Affairs,at Vienna. 

$ , 

Vienna, May 16th, 1778. 

I t. is full feventy miles north from Buda to 
the mines of Schemnitz, through a wild, 
mountainous, and in many parts an almoft 
uninhabited country. The peafants, male 
and female, partake of the rudenefs of the 
foil, and appear to be in a ftate of penury, 
or rather of mifery. Few of the women, 
had any covering ! below the knee, except 
boots; while the men were wrapt in black 
Iheep (kins, with the wool oiltward. - Even 
the poftillions who drove us, had no other 
covering; and their long mouftachios, added 
to their fur bonnets, gave them the appear¬ 
ance of Tartars, more .than of Europeans. 
The town of Schemnitz, wherei palled three 
days, in order to vifit the mines, (lands.in. a 

valley 
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•valley furrpunded; on all fide& by lofty hills; 
and •may her laid to impend, over a hollow • 
abyfas, the .ground on which it is built, being. 
e»very where excavated or undermined. Even , 
in the midfl of th^ .principal market places 
there, are. falts or qpenings, by which one, 
npay immediately, defcend many hundred, 
fathoms into the earth. 

.Having put on a miner’s drefs and bonnet, 
preparations which are indifpenfable, on ad- 
count of the w^ter that every where oozes, 
or drips through the fixtures;of the mines; 
I'entered them, not as I bad done in Sweden, 
where I was let:down in a bucket, but by 
means of ladders that condu6t from one fub- 
terranean gallery to another, through, paf- 
fages fo narrow as fcarqely to admit a fingle 
perfon at a time. Four little boys attended, 
holding lamps. . In proportion as we de¬ 
fended lower into the earth, the heart per¬ 
ceptibly increafed, ’till it became, in fome 
places, almofl too clofe or fufibcating for-., 
refpiration. though it was fcarcely eight • 
„ o’clock in the morning when we entered thti 
. * mine 
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mine, we did not arrive before eleven, at 
“ the gallery of the Emperor Francis;" fo 
oalled from its having been conftru&ed un¬ 
der that Prince's reign. Here I found myfelf 
full fifteen hundred feet under the opening 
of the higheft fhaft. This fttiperidotis cata¬ 
comb or gallery, which extends* in-length 1 
near fixty thoufand feet, or more than feven 
Englilh miles, has coft the ftate immenfe 
ftims to make, as well as to repair and main¬ 
tain ; the incumbent earth being every where' 
fiapported by beams of wood; frequently ’ 
placed double and- triple. Some hundred* 
thoufend fibrins are anntially expended fbr 
the purpofe. Below the Emperor Francis's 
gallery, there are two other ftories, the deepeft ’ 
of which is three hundred feet beneath ; but, 
as they contained no particular obje6fe of 1 
curiofity, we declined vifiting them. In no 
part does the interior of the mine open into 
caverns or chambers of confiderable- fize; 
the largeft which I faw, being fcarcely capa¬ 
ble of containing forty perfons : a' point of 
comparifon in which they are very inferior 
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as obja&g of grandeur or admiration, to the 
mibes of Danmora, in Sweden. 

Though gold, filver r copper, and lead, 
are all found in the mines of Schemnitz, 
the laft mentioned forms in point o^ quan¬ 
tity, die predominant metal . Their original 
djfcovery is a|moft loft in the barharifm and 
obfcurity of the middle-ages ; but, it is 
indifputahle that they have been worked 
for eleven hundred years. At this time they 
fund employment for near twenty-fix thou- 
fand men, women,* and children, in the 
different departments or proceffes. An 
admirable police is maintained; no criminal 
or malefactor being ever lent there, and no * 
female permitted even to enter the mines. 
Unlike thofe of Dalecarlia, Camiola,' and 
many others in various parts of Europe, 
which are a fort of fubterraneari colonies, 
the workmen at Schemnitz never fleep below. - 
After fix, eight, or twelve hours of labour, 
they remount, and are relieved by others. ■ 
Tfie Turks, who were fo long fovereigns and : 
mailers of the far greater part of Hungary, 

never 
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never tpok pofieffion of S chemnitz; though, 
they penetrated to a village only two miles: 
diftant. Content with exacting an annual 
tribute of fome thoufand florins, they indo- : 
lently abandoned the produce of the mines' 
to the Auftrian Princes. r ; 

Nothing can be fo precarious, fluctuating, 
and incapable of calculation, as the annual 
profits derived from them to the Crown;: 
becaufe, at moments when the veins of ore: > j 

are mod abundant, they fuddenly difappear,. I 
and frequently deceiye.or. difappoint the ex¬ 
pectation of the moft experienced miners. 
About twenty-three years ago, juft before the 
commencement of the great war of 1756; ■ 
they yielded fo little, that it became a quef- 
tipn, when all theexpences attending them 
were defrayed, whether the Emprefs Queen; 

•was a gainer or a lpfer. But, precifely at that 
time,; when fhe flood moft in need of pecuniary | 

aid,,, workmen difcovered veins ft) rich 
and produ&ive, thatduring forae years the j 
gains were prodigious, amounting annually 
to federal millions of florins. They have • 

. . , fince ! 
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T fince been gradually dirainilhing; though by 
. no means to fo reduced a degree as they 
Were in 1756. At prefent they continue to 
be highly profitable; and befidesemploying 
fuch numbers pf people,. bring in a coa- 
fiderable revenue to Maria Therefa, The 
-Uarond 4 Seeberg, : A ,,Tranfy lvapian:, gentle- 
-matf*}Whois one of the Intendants, accom¬ 
panied us through, the dunes, add juroifhed 
.me with* the moll fatisfa&ory information 
refpe6feing them. • . ’ ' 

Directing my cqyrfe to Crempitz,: which 
is near twenty, miles north, and at. no very 
cOnfiderable dijftancei .ftom the foot of the 
. Carpathian mountains, that divide fiupgary 
and_;Palend» ^arrived,there in »,fpw hours. 
. The mines. <of Crerilnifcz produce only gold 
and filter e^cliifively; neither iro<i, |ead,;nor 
- copper, heing ; fonndtin them..They, fall for 
• fhortiof Schemnitz in magnitude, as wbJl as in 
vajue. and importance,; only -about eighteen 
hundred {gerfons befog! couftantly - occupied 
in the. ;va*iens departments; and of feven 

minis .whiph are .wprked at this time, two 

• * >> 

;voLii i. ' Cc alone 
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alone produce any confiderable profit. I 
was let down into the mine of St. Matthias, 
one of the deeped, fituate about a mile 
from the town. Having been placed on a 
'fort of leathern feat, fattened to an iron 
chain, in twelve minutes I found myfelf at 
' the bottom; during which time I had de» 
fcended eight hundred and feventy-five Eng* 
lifli feet. I was afterwards drawn up in the 
fame manner. The fenfation is rather pleaf- 
ing than difagreeable, as the confcioufnefs 
of being thus fufpended over a dark abyis, 
is accompanied with a convi&ion of the 
abfence of all real danger, I traveried a 
confiderable part of the mine, fometimes 
walking, at others crawling on my hands 
and knees, or defcending from gallery to 
gallery, by means of ladders. The heat 
' was more oppreffive than at Schemnitz ; 
but the poflages were diy, whereas in the 
former, water oozed or poured down in 
almod every part of the mine. Here I had 
an opportunity of feeing the two fpecies of 
g9ld ore, the pale and the red, , which lay 

foattered 
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fcattered in heaps. The produce is how¬ 
ever, if poffible, ftill more precarious than 
at Scheranitz. Two years ago, after eveiy 
expence defrayed, they yielded about eigh¬ 
teen thoufand ^pounds fterling; laft year, 
only feven thoufand entered the Imperial 
treafury, free of deductions. No certain 
calculations can be made on that head. 

It is near a hundred and twenty miles 
from Cremnitz to Prefburg, through a very 
beautiful and romantic, as well as populous 
part of Hungary. Inferior to Buda in 
population and extent, Prefburg is more 
compad, and the buildings are more mo¬ 
dem. On a very fteep hill, at the extremity 
of the city, overhanging the Danube, is built 
the Caftle, which forms the ordinary refi- 
dence of the Duke of Saxe Tefchen, and the 
Archduchefs Chriftina, Governors of the 
kingdom. The apartments command an ex- 
tenfive view over the vaft plains of Hungary 1 
and Auftria: even Vienna may be defcried, at 
the difiance of near five and twenty miles. 
Below hows the riv§r, divided into feveral 
cct. channels, 
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chahnels, and enclofing a number of fingdl 
iflands, covered with wood.. 

In one of the turrets of the Cable, are 
-preferved the Crown and royal ornament#. 
So jealous are the Hungarians of their pre- 
fervation, that they cannot be (hewn! to any 
. perfon,unlefs upon producing a written order 
from the Empreft Queen herfelf. Even then, 
. a deputation of the nobility and clergy muft 
attend, for the exprefs purpofe. No Eure- 
. pean nation has manifefted a more tenacious 
and inflexible fpirit of independence, than 
the Hungarian, None has made more def- 
perate, though often ineffe&ual efforts^ to 
emancipate themfelves from oppreffioivor to 
. maintain their political freedom. This re¬ 
mark muft neverthelefs be underload of the 
nobility only; for the people at large are 
equally ftiangers to the theory, and to the 
practical benefits of liberty. It is by a jn- 
dicious coneeflion, not only to the rights of 
the nobles, but to their prejudices ' and 
. pational cuftoms, that Maria Therefa, during 
1 more tlian feven and thirty years, has main¬ 
tained 
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tinned ■herinfluehc^ejavof.'tbbm uhdiminiflied* 
In fhe-Htmgaskn loyalify^ when dErven-frotar. 
Vienna atithe comro^crcement of her. reign, > 
fhef&uiid -the fureft and be£t .fupport ofchert 
thttitting .crowns.. IrCould not farveythet 
greafofyali bf cthej Gaftlel of /Brfcfhurg^ without] 
reeolleftiag.fihat) it. wjis. the > fce^ie Mthretthe 
Mtd&sniJn&qunq^y threw their -iahres, 
dsmmiKgi f“, Our tyves hud our blood; fob yoof! 

» •; Neifhenanpdixk.hon-mcldcrax 
Hifi:ofyi£prefentsi : a% iovebtl inoffe jafie6^ng^j 
o»o]wcriu£bi|pr, df'aiHJre'. 'rimpoiftaan^ocopfeSf 
quejfc&si n xii h>i<j 

-olrvas^a^EBritciVihaad., abouttitbEfelB&guesi 
fisomnHreffau^, lyieived ttbe' rejhdiomo^lhe 
Rbroofl iolonryi di %tibfatrf.CiiardtidlitBiy 

jthaam 1 drflthe ftniHierii'J)ankoof 
i^W;l^aJa»he,'iat3if^OT tfarrnepcekf th* iatotedaj 
q£ ithfliQ&iadi anfli Mfacoanaitti.y.; 
earthy dftdv dare r vw[y * idedayedi: gateway tff 
Bkralaii rv&orkm&nlhap,:murk > the: 
palft»4ia^E,£he^rdtaid!!upDit \ybapliftaifel ihft 
<wp.#f,£!aittLMitflaflhaiirlii38^ wH0ttihe> 
tyeftegsd iiVbfriflfc. olfc ..corgred rmorei tfcanf 
CC3 tWO 
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two leagues in extent, and tradition points 
outtheprecife place where the Vizier's tent was 
ereded. His ignorance, temerity, and avarice, 
faved the Auftrian capital, by allowing John 
Sobiefki time to come to its relief, after it had 
been abandoned by the Emperor Leopold. 

I find the political afped of affairs no way 
materially changed fince my departure from 
this city ; and war dill impends, though it 
is not a6tually begun. The great Auftrian 
army is affembled in Bohemia j and the 
Emperor, who remains at Prague, is occu¬ 
pied in accelerating'its motions. Frederic 
is in Silefia, at the bead of his fences, ac¬ 
companied by his two nephews, the Prinoe 
Royal, and the Hereditary Prince of Brunf- 
wic. The Eledor Palatine continues to 
prefer** a pacific and inglorious neutrality, 
while Saxony is armed said zealous in tbs 
Prufiian caufe. It is pretended that ne¬ 
gotiation* are again opened between Jofeph 
and the King, for adjufting the points in 
cohteft. ' But, if fuch be the fed, we are 
here in total ignorance of their nature, 
' - -> progrefs, 
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progress, or probable refult. The Emprefi 
Queen is already gone to the palace of 
Schonbrun, where fhe may indulge her 
emotions in folitude, undifturbed. Vienna 
itfelf has loft much of its gaiety, from the 
abfence of fo many officers employed on 
military fervice. In . a few days I fhall 
probably let out for Poland; all means of 
patting through Bohemia being fufpended 
by the circumftances of the prefent cribs. 


C C 4 
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’ . LETTER XVlI., n 

Journey thrdugh 'Morailia ! tJ pracdwl^-fyffiek of 
that ' C*ity.—Palates.^—Ruinoiis 1 ’G 6 niiittori of 
' CracWol+Tbiyh Dtefs.^MaMagi Ftfifa- 
< tws.-L-St jld >of - Boktnib in 15 / 78 .^En&etipiiize 1 
' of £Uua/y,i -and • hitl-Defuate of that iloftie > of \ 

] Cmcmv^SuU Mine* of fit ; . 

GY. ,• 

\ fter a ftay of near fix months .at 
Vienna, I left it on the 24th of May, 
and reached Olmutz the following evening. 
That city, the capital of Moravia, prefented 
an interefting and animated fcene, full of 
troops, and prepared again!! attack. Every 
precaution has been taken for its fecurity, 
in cafe of a fiege. All the convents are 
converted into magazines or barracks; the 
univerfity is removed to Brinn, and the or¬ 
dinary garrifon is confiderably augmented. 
I walked round the place without the walls, 
as it is not permitted to mount the ramparts; 
and I am not furprized at the long refift- 

ance 
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ance which it made, or at the final repulfe 
that. Frederic experienced before if, when he. 
befieged Olmutz in 1758# juft twenty; years i 
ago. The river Moral*, together with 
feveral other ftreams that Unite pear, the 
walls, form fo continued a .marafs rpUnd. the : 
town; as to. render all regular advance dif~, 
.ficiflt, flow, atid hazardous. .Pripcei ( Albert\ 
of Saxony'lanclMa'iftal; IJaddibh,.twlta-haye* 
upder. / their .command <a hniimerosifijapnyd 
will; proibftbly/i p$ote&.; Qlmuta agaSoft asfyf 
flnailar ; att$mpt;durii>$ tM. .prefe«tiumiB«f/T 
k. Coptinnipg.my, ‘jou#n^^th^|lvj^aftjaa» 
' Silefia',:;! arrived < Rt Tefohenj & .mierable: 
town; from whence I hfed qffly.eight rljbagfier 
to Piflitz, which, previous fcoitbe/latei parti¬ 
tion .o&ijPoland,' foriued the limitt off the: 

Queen's dominions.': The. cpimtiry,* 
pjcW apd .populous, .formed .a ftrijdtng' 

contralto the. towns, in.which every fpecies. 
qf pofl^ty.afid wretohedndfevifeeiiiecLi to; ice- 
fide. I nroflfedjubteyond.Tefchenj tfraijrijier 
Vjft^a^Jifcbdrea Audio w, torrent,-fcatceljr; 
twelver miles t from its fource . in the.Caxpa- 
. . thian 
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tfaisn mountains; and after being detained 
for feveraf hours at Billitz, I entered the Im¬ 
perial Poland. Before the partition of 177s* 
the Palatinate of Cracow extended to the 
frontier of Auftrian Silefia; but, fince that 
memorable event, Maria Therefa's domi¬ 
nions are pofhed to the edge of the Viftula, 
and to the fuburbs of Cracow itfelf. I had 
Battered myfelf with reaching that city, 
die evening of the fame day on which 
J left Bittitx, the diftance between the two 
places being only fixty-ftx miles; but, 
•boat two leagues from Cracow, die horfes 
having tired, we were obliged to pafs the 
night in a wood. A peafant, after fome 
boors, relieved us from our embarraffinent, 
and I arrived early next morning, the 30th 
of May, on the fouthem bank of the Viftula, 
opposite to Cracow. Croffing the river over 
a looie floating raft, as it might more pro¬ 
perly be termed than a bridge; after a 
fatiguing journey from Olmutz, I gladly 
found myfelf in a tolerable houfo, kept 
by a Frenchman, on the great fquare of 
; . the 
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the ancient capital of this difmembered 
kingdom. 

Cracow cannot be vifited by a ftranger, 
without .exciting at every ftep, emotions 
of mingled compafilon and indignation:' 
pity, on contemplating the fallen flate of a 
city once flouriihing, papulous, and cele¬ 
brated ; now ruinous and deferted: indig¬ 
nation, when we reflect on the abjeft date 
' to which a eountry is reduced, where pub¬ 
lic fpirit is extinct, the Crown degraded, 
the Nobility enflaved, or driven to wander 
in; exile, and its faired provinces divided 
among foreign Powers. On entering Cra¬ 
cow, every obje& prefented the image of 
defolation. Houfes, uninhabited and turn* 
bling into ruin, as if recently facked or 
abandoned by an enemy, ftruck me on all 
tides. Even in the mod frequented ftreets, 
many of the fined buildings are felling to 
decay. The Caftle, which once condituted 
the royal refidence of the Polifh Kings, built 
on an eminence at the fouthem extremity 
of the city, partakes of the general de¬ 
finition. 
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ftraftibnv In the j apartments^ which now 
begin to admit the inclemencies of the 
weather* .are flill to bedeeni the devices and 
cyphers eft the Sovereigns of the family off 
“ iVa&/- J wbo governed Poland for' more' 
thah'eighty years, during the toft- and the 
pcneedmgj century. \ The walls, .as’ well a«j 
rqtwwj :bear melahcholy teftimony totbe 
afbuiatl calamities of the country n -They airet 
foRu)f' the mairks'df 4 het arids cannon!iball$y 
difeharged ageing the f Ciftlet/wben iGr^towi 
wahfeefiegediby the-Ruffian^ •only' rten>yea*si_ 
slgtk: ■ (General Apraxin^ after ! -a :deljjemt©i 
reftfihpfce^ entered it- by florm •ini 
1768, putting to the' ftwjrdalli who' opposed) 
hiniJJ iFrom the hill da .which itoftahdsp 
the Viewis beautiful, Commanding the cityy 
the oourfe of-the- Viftula, and the oohntry; 
to a great diftanee, bounded i to wards Hun-> 
gary by the -CarpUthteb moo ntaiha^ whofei 
ikmtrtits are white with fndw, jot-T ift in the> 
clouds. ' 1 L - . - t • 

' Withim t&e walls of; the Cttftley clofe to> 
tbit part of it which wiaybq deftomtndted> 

. the 
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■ the Fhfaspi' ftapdf the cathedral, where, re- 
pofe the bodies of th$ various JCiags^of Po- 
. knd r ffo»rt Sigiftnund theljirft, of the line of 
. JfgetloE^ in .the fifteenth century, down- to 
< Auguftu$*bo Second,of Saxony incluiively, 

- whp died in . 17 3g. John Sobi^lki |s smOsr^g 
f the pupd#?, bu*>, fo flay adonidwneht, he his 
, no monument erected to.his memory, f About 
• a mile,out of Cracow, to. the norths, is-like- 

wife’another : palace, which; though nowin 
, a Hate of total .di^idaddn, bears the marks 
, of former fplendor. ; In the gardens, which 
.are. converted to .purpgfes of-hjdb&ndiy, 
. and coveijed tfdth graip, a Tumulus,: thrown 
. opi .igOfoe than .four, hundred years ago, by 
Cabmir the; Great, King of Polahd, At- 
z trailed my ; attention. It. is designed to 
; commemorate the fpot wh^m, his roi&refs 
( is buried*.- Shewbs a Jewefs^nafeed Edber; 
t -and, fiicb were her pOrfonJal cfbarms, js wellas 
. her afceridajit oyer the King, that tdjthefe 
. circumftahces -her countrymen are find/to 

- have been ^eminently. indebted &r the- ia»- 

3 wanitifes. civil &nd political* ushechi Ceiimir 
x .... ■;.‘J bellowed 
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beftowed on them, and which to this day 

they enjoy in Poland. 

The effefts of national berbarifin, no 
lefs than of political humiliation, perpe¬ 
tually imprefs the mind, on furveying the 
afpe& of the city from which I am writ¬ 
ing. Till within the laft two years, it was 
not wholly pared; and nothing can be io 
.execrable as the prefent paving, which 
fcarcely indeed deferves the name. Them 
is not a tingle lamp in the place. No 
precautions are ufed to deanfe the ftreets, 
which of courfe become infe&ious in fum- 
uer, and almoft impal&ble in winter. 
Spouts projeding from every houfe, inun¬ 
date the paflenger whenever it rains. The 
bridge laid acrofs the Viftula,. is only a 
colledkm of planks, floating on the (beam; 
over which a waggon fcarcely ventures to 
pais. I vifited the Univerfity yefterday, 
which is mean, ruinous, and deftitute of 
every thing requifite for the education or 
inftru&ion of youth. The arfenal is am- 
verted into a (table; and the population of 

Cracow 
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Cracow has diminiihcd in proportion with its 
grandeur. On numbering the inhabitants a 
little time ago, they were found to fall fliort 
of ten thoufand, among which are included 
a great proportion of beggars, or perfons hi 
* the laft ftage of wretchednefi. The town of 
Cafimir, which is a fort of deferted fuburb, 
ftill more miferable than the city to which it 
is joined, may contain likewife, it is fuppofod, 
about five thoufand perfons,principally Jews; 
no individual of that nation bring permitted 
to refide in Cracow. If we eftimate the 
whole number of people at fifteen thoufand, 
we foall rather exceed, than fall Ihort of the 
truth. Yet, this was the ancient metropo¬ 
lis, and is ftill accounted the fecond city of 
Poland in fize, population, and extent. 

The Poliih drefs continues here to be 
much worn by perfons of every rank, 
though it infenfibly and annually becomes 
lefs univerfal. At Warfaw, I am aflured that 
it is in a great meafure already fuppkmted 
by die German modes and manners. There 

is 
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is fomething martial, rude, and chara&eriftic 
in the Polifli habit, which by no means 
difpleafes. It breaks that tame and iniipid 
uniformity of external appearance, which, 
in the courfe of the prefent century, has 
almoft entirely fupplanted the ancient na¬ 
tional diftin&ions of drefs throughput Eu¬ 
rope. . Tiie Portuguese, the Ruffian, and the 
Neapolitan of condition, are now no longer 
diftinguittiable from each other; and all the 
. former originality of garb, which difcrimi- 
nated one nation from another, is. extinft. 
The Poles alone, who have forvived their in¬ 
dependence, have, neverthelefs tenacioufly 
preferved their former habit, which hitherto 
the Ruffians have not attempted to compel 
them to renounce. A “ Piatt,” or gentleman, 
thus clothed, prefents a {hiking contrail to 
thofeof every other country. His head, which 
he (haves, is covered with a large for bonne,t. 
He wears a fort of buffers drefs, with long 
hangifig fleeves, a fabre that reaches to the 
ground, and boots. His enormptis Afouf- 

tachios 


Digitized by Google 


COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 4OI 

tachios complete the fierce Angularity of 
his figure, and remind us of his Sarmatian 
origin. 

I tfas a witnefs, two days ago, in a cottage 
iiot far from this city, tp the revelry and 
feftivity obferved on the marriage of two 
Polifh. peafants. The bridegroom was a 
tall, haridfbme young man; and the in¬ 
tended bride, though not beautiful, might 
be termed very agreeable in her perfon. 
She wore a jacket laced with gold, which 
fitted exa&ly to her fhape; and while it 
modeftly concealed her neck, betrayed the 
formation of her figure. Her hair, parted 
on the crown of her head, was ornamented 
with a cap, compofed of gold thread, and 
a garland of flowers. Behind, her hair, 
in great quantity, fell down her back, 
braided with rofe-coloUred ribands. When 
I came into die room, it was filled with 
peafantB of both fexes, half. intoxicated. 
The young bride fupported herfelf againft 
;the wall; While her lover, quite unreftrained 
by the prefence 1 of fo many fpe&ators, paid 

wol. 1. Ds his 
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his court to her by every teftimony of 
drunken and favage pleasure. He leaned 
againft her, howling, whittling, tinging, and 
hallooing by turns in her ear. From time 
to time, he prefented her glades of beer, 
which Ihe never refilled. But, when he 
attempted to take liberties with her perfon, 
ihe affe6ted to oppofe his careflhs, and to 
repulfe his freedom. At a little diftance was 
feated the brides mother, in a pleating ftate 
of partial inebriation, regarding attentively 
the two lovers. Round thjem were feveral 
young men, who, attended on the bride¬ 
groom; and fix Polifh girls in. waiting on 
the bride. Thefe females were d re fled ex- 
a6Uy like her, having circlets of flowers 
about their heads, and feveral rows of coral 
round their necks. In the adjoining room, 
a number of peafants, male and female, were 
engaged in dancing. The men wear enor¬ 
mous boots, fortified with iron heels, which 
they ftrike continually againft each other. 
It formed altogether a moft entertaining 
exhibition of barbarouf mirth. 

. . Such 
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Such is the abjeCt and fubje&ed condi¬ 
tion of this city, that even its internal pro¬ 
tection and police are pot entrufted to the 
Poles. .Catharine the Second, who placed 
Staniflaus on the, throne, not only maintains 
him,in it, but extends her maternal care to 
Qvery. pact of his remaining dominions. 
Her troops, to the number of about one 
hundred and fifty, are quartered in Cracow, 
and.fubfifted.at the expence of, the inhabi¬ 
tants. Nearly as many more, of whom a 
third , part are Coflacks, difperfed in the 
furrounding villages, awe the country, and 
-maintain the publick tranquillity. On the 
Southern bank of the Viftula, not a mulket- 
ftxqt diftant from the fuburbs, where the 
territories of Maria Therefa now commence, 
a guard of. Auftrian foldiery is ftationed. 
For, in confequenqe.pf the late; .partition of 
Poland,. .Cracow,, which previoufly ftood in 
the : ipidft of the,, Palatinate of the fame 
jraipe^is become a .frontier place, expofed 
,to .hourly iqfults, whenever circumftances 
may impel or . .induce the Emprefs Queen 
.to jcaufe he? forces .to, advance further into 
... r. do. a the 


Digitized by Google 



MEMOIRS OF THE 


404 

die kingdom. It is difficult to conceive * 
tenure more precarious than the one by 
whichStaniflaus continues to hold the city; 
and over which, in faft, his fupremacy is 
merely nominal. In the fuburb of Cafimir, 
there are ftationed, it is tree, between 
one and two hundred Polifti troops, who 
are paid by and in the fervice of the Re¬ 
public , not of the Crown of Poland. But 
they cannot aft, except in obedience to 
the orders of the Ruffian Commander, , who 
receives his inftruftions ^from Catherine's 
Embaflador at Warfaiw, whole pleasure 
is paramount to all laws, or control of 
any kind. 

During my Hay here, I have had opportu*, 
nities of enquiring every particular, relative 
to the celebrated enterprise of Chariot and 
Choify, who, little more than, fix years ago, 
furprized the Caftle of Cracow; and after¬ 
wards maintained it for feveral months’, 
againft the whole Ruffian force, Rationed in 
this part of the kingdom. Few attempts 
of a fimilar kind have been more hardy, 
better planned, or more fc&ef&fui. The 
19 ‘ : detail. 
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. iphich is not uninterefting, will con¬ 
vey, an idea of the incapacity, as well as 
pusillanimity, that have diftingudhed the 
conduft of the confederate Poles, in all 
their ill concerted attempts to {hake off the 
Ruffian yoke, and to emancipate their coun- 
try. Puring the inteftine troubles and civil 
prars, which defolated tins unfortunate 
kingdom for Several years, fince the elec- 
lion of his prefent Majefty to the Crown ; 
Re has owed his protedion and prefervation 
iolely to the Mufcovite troops of his power¬ 
ful ally, Catharine the Second. They en¬ 
tered Cracow, at" the Breach, in 1768; 
.and more than fifteen hundred were Rationed 
jhere as a regular, garrifon, in the com- 
jnencqmeat of. the year 1772. At that 
.time, an army of Poles, confederated under 
various leaders, in order to oppofe the ty¬ 
ranny of the Court of Peterftmrg, having 
approached the place, encamped fcarcely a 
. league off, higher up on the Viftula. In the 
. camp were many French Officers* who had 
either been fent to aid the Confederates by 
, the Duke de Choifeul, during the time that 
d d 3 he 
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he was firft Minifter of France; orwho, 
deftitute of occupation in time of peace,' 
had fought fortune and employment at the 
extremity of Europe, among the Poles.' 

Of the number was Monfieur de Choify, 
a. man whole energy of mind rendered him 
capable of conceiving, and his intrepidity of 
executing, the boldeft defign. Having-been 
apprized that the Ruffians, Rationed in the 
Caftle of Cracow, were negligent and cate- 
lefs in their guard, he found means to cor¬ 
rupt a Polifti futler, who lived in the for- 
trefs, and who fupplied the garrifon with 
provifions. Encouraged by a proin ife of 
Toward, this man offered to affift the Con¬ 
federates in furprizing the Caftle, and even 
engaged to become their guide. He ac¬ 
quainted them, that there was only one 
entrance unguarded, by which they could 
probably ef!e6t their defign; which was a 
common-fewer, or neceflary, that emptied 
itfelf acTofs the wall, on the outfide of the 
hill. Through this channel, it was there¬ 
fore determined to make the attempt; and 
on the day agreed, the futler facilitated its 

- execution 
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eifecution by giving an entertainment, in 
honor, as he pretended, of the anniverfary- 
of his daughter’s birth. The Ruffian Lieu¬ 
tenant Whfr commanded in the fortrefs, was 
invited 7 to the banquet; and after fome 
hours of Convivial feftivity, was carried off 
from table, in a ftate of intoxication. The 
number of foldiers ftationed within the 
Caftle, did not exceed fifty, many of whom 
were in the fame condition with their Com¬ 
mander. 

Meanwhile the confederate army having, 
approached the. city, on the fecond of Fe¬ 
bruary 1772 ; Choify, at the head of about 
three hundred followers, favoured by the 
night, advanced along the bank of the Vif- 
tula, unperceiyed, quite under the Caftle- 
walls. In Choify’s little band, was a young 
man, called Chariot, a native of France, 
who having been reduced, on account of 
his irregularities, to the neceffity of quit¬ 
ting his country, had joined the Poliffi in- 
fiirgents. He was fele6ted to condu6t the 
party deftined for the enterprise; a com* 

p d 4 miffion 
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million which he undertook with alacrity. 
Accompanied by about thirty volunteers, 
chiefly French or Germans, h e mounted, 
the hill, which is exceedingly fteep at that 
place; having previeufly taken the, precau¬ 
tion of turning their coats inlide out. . The 
hole is Hill appropriated to the fame ufe of 
a common-fewer, and has undergone no 
alteration, except that over it is now laid a 
grating of iron, But, inftrufited by expe¬ 
rience, a Ruffian fentinel conftantlymounts 
guapl on the fpot, to prevent any repetition 
of the experiment. It is indeed, matter of 
furprize, that fuch a place fliould eve* have 
efcaped obfervation. 

CharJot having entered the fewpr flrft, 
his compapiqns followed fingly, it pot ad r 
mating more than one abrealL After 
wading for fome way, up to their armpits, 
they fuppefsfudy effe6led their objeft; and 
as every inftant was pnepipus, they began by 
difpatching the fentinel, polled at the place 
whprp they emerged frpra the fewer. The 
hitler having joined them, Chariot, with 

about 
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about fifteen of his followers, haftened to 
the Lieutenant’s apartment, which he en¬ 
tered fword in hand. .Waking with the. 
noife, the Ruffian officer inftantly difcharged 
a loaded piftol at him, the ball of which 
broke his thigh. He daggered back, and 
fiipported himfelf againft the walb while} 
bis companions difpatched the Lieutenant, 
They then proceeded to put to the fword, 
or to f^cure, the remaining part of the gar- 
rifon; while others, without lofing a mo¬ 
ment, opened a little poftern gate, at which 
Choify entered, with his troop of two hun¬ 
dred and feventy. 

Being npw completely mafters of the 
Caftle, Choify left a fmall number of men 
to guard it, and faUied out into the city, at 
the head of the remainder. So admirably 
had the enterprize been executed, and 
with- fe little noife or difturbance was it 
attended, that the Ruffian forces quartered 
in CrUcow, were perfectly unapprehenfive 
of danger, as : well as unprepared for refift- 
anfce. According to the .plan. concerted 

between 
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between Cbcify and the Chiefs of the con¬ 
federate Poles, it was fettled, that as fo6h 
as he had got entire pofleflion of the fortrefs, 
he fhould without delay attaek the MufccK 
rite foldiery polled in the town. On their 
part,'the Confederates engaged to tnellie 
fhemfelves mailers of two gates, than which 
nothing could be more ealyj and to fall 
upon the enemy in the rear, who would 
thus have been enclofed between two fires. 

' Clioify fulfilled his part of the agree¬ 
ment with equal punctuality and fuccefs. 
He even advanced-with fo much* filence 
and fecrecy, through the llreets of Cracow, 
that hfe got within fifty paces of'the grand 
guard, ; before he was either perceived or 
difeovered. The Ruffians then beat to arms, 
and repuMed his little troop. Under thefe 
tcircumftances, totally unfupported, he ne- 
Verthelefs fuftained the aCtion for more 
than two hours, continually retreating, in 
momentary expectation of being fuccoured 
% the confederate forces; but, none ap¬ 
peared, On the contrary, with unparalleled 
nx jncapa- 
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incapacity or pufillanimity, tHey Tetirecf 
without making any effort, and abandoned 
him to his fate: Thus deferted, and over¬ 
powered by numbers, Choify fell back, re¬ 
gained the Caftle, and fliut the gates on the 
enemy. Though deftitute of all afliftance, 
he defended himfelf with no lefs bravery 
than fkill. It became neceflary to march 
troops from Warfaw, to the aid of thofe at 
Cracow; -and the united forces did not faR 
friort of Tour thbufand. ' Near nine hun¬ 
dred Ruffians periftied in the Various af- 
faults, given during thecourfe of the liege ; 
•and it was not till-near five months after 
"the furprize of the Caftle, that the befieged, 
shaving totally exhaufted their ammunition 
: and proViftbhS, Were under the neceffify of 
^fubmitting at*'’difcretion. They were fent 
"into Siberia,-according to the laudable prin- 
^ciples- of< Catharine’s policy, in order tb 
•deter others from following their example. 
•Choify himfelf was not exempted from fo 
rigorous a punifhment. Chariot being ren¬ 
dered incapable of walking by reafon of his 

.wound, 
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wound* remained a prifoaer in the hands 
«f the Ruffians. It is with pleasure I add, 
that both thofe gallant, but unfortunate 
gentlemen, together with fome others of 
the French taken in the.Caftle of Cracow, 
have fince been permitted to return to their 
native country, 

. Thus, terminated an attempt, which,, bad 
St h?en properly fufiained by the confederate 
Foies, might have had great and important 
political confequences: perhaps, might have 
.at leaft delayed, if it had not averted, the 
partition of the kingdom, that took place 
.immediately afterwards. But, the Poles, 
though euthufiafiic in their efforts to main- 
,tain, or to recover the independence of their 
country, have always been deficient in 
judgment, defultory in their conduft, and 
precipitate in their proje&s. To thefe cha- 
national defeats, may in great 
meafure be attributed their deftru&ion. 
, Before I quit the fubjeft of Cracow, I fhall 
.fubjoin the fate of the futler who introduced 
. Chariot into the CafUe, which is not the 

leaft 
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leaft tragical Or irrterefting part of the? nar¬ 
ration. No fooner had Choify got pof- 
feffion of the fort refs, than his firft care was 
to fend this mart away,- after rewarding 
him with a prefent of one hundred ducats, 
and enjoining him, as he valued his life, 
ihftantly to leave Poland. The Hitler 
obeyed, and in a few hours reached Billitz, 
the firft town in Aeftriah Sdefia, where 
he might have remained in perfect fafety.’ 
His wife and two children were preparing 
to follow him; But, after feme ftay at Bit* 
fitz, he had the imprudence to return to 
Cracow in difguife, having perfuaded him- 
felf that die Ruffians would not difeover 
him. Being foon recognized, he was con¬ 
demned to the punifhmentof the * Batog#;* 
a mode of execution common in Mufeovy, 
which is infli&ed by flogging or ftrilting 
the criminal oh the bade with a thong, in 
which is contained a piece of lead. Under 
this fentence he expired, the victim of his 
own folly and temerity, on the very fpofc 
where Chariot had been admitted into the 
Caftle. 


I returned 
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. I returned yefterday from vifiting the / 
felt mines of Vielicza, fituate, two leagues 
ofF T ,in the Imperial Poland, op tjbe fouthern 
fide of the Viftula. After being let down, 
by a rope, as in thofe of Cremnitz, to the: 
depth of about two. hundred and thirty 
feet; our conductors led us through galle¬ 
ries, which, for loftinefs and breadth, 
feemed rather to referable the avenues con¬ 
ducting to fome fubterranean Palace, than 
paflages cut in a mine. They were per¬ 
fectly dry in every part, and terminated in 
Jwo chapels compofed entirely of, fait, hewn 
put of the. folid mafs. The images which 
adorn the altars, as well as the pillars and 
ornaments, were all formed of the fame 
tranfparent materials; the points and fpars 
of which, reflecting the rays of fight from the 
lamps -which the guides held in their hands, 
produced an effeCt equally novel and beaptU 
fill. Descending lower into the . earth by 
means of ladders, J found myfelf in an iin ? 
menfe hall.or cayern of fait, many, hundred 
feet,in height,, length, and dimenfipns,. the 
floor and fidcs of which were cut with e,xa^ 
l ■ ■ l regularity. 
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regularity. A thoufand perfons might dine 
in it .without inconvenience, arid the eye 
in vain attempted to' trace, or to define its 
limits. Nothing could be more fublime 
than this vaft fubterranean apartment, illu¬ 
minated by flambeaux, which faintly difco- 
yer its prodigious magnitude, and leave the 
imagination at liberty to enlarge its bounds 
indefinitely. After remaining about two 
hours and a half under ground, I was drawn 
up again in three minutes, with the greateft 
facility. , 

The jnines of Vielicza, if confidered as 
obje&s of curiofity, afforded me higher gra¬ 
tification than any which I have vifited m 
Europe. They have been already worked 
above five hundred years, and appear to be 
inexhauftible; more fait being , found in 
them than can poffibly be fold, though they 
fupplyall Poland with their produce. It is . 
fcarcely mixed with; any extraneous, me¬ 
tallic," or earthy particles, in . the places 
where the workmen principally dig. They 
have in fa< 5 t little more trouble than merely 

to 
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to colle£t, bruize, or pulverize, hnd put it 
into barrels. Only four hundred and thirty- 
five men are employed at this time; but in 
winter they amount to double the number. - 
At Vielicza, as in Hungary, the miners 
never, fleep below; the horfes alone, about 
fifty of which are ufually in employment, 
remaining conftantly under ground. No 
woman is allowed to defcend into the mines; 
a regulation of great propriety. AH the 
Intendants and Overfeers are Germans: the 
miners are univerfally natives of Poland. - 
They Renter at four o'clock in the morning, 
and continue below till the fame hour in 
the afternoon, when they are drawn up apd 
relieved by others. In depth, die mines of 
Vielicza fall far ftiort of thofe at Schemhitz, 
being no where above twelve hundred feet 
below the furfece of the earth. But, they 
are in every refpeft far eafier of accefe.; and 
the air, which I found fo oppreffive in the 
Hungarian, was cool and pleafent m the 
Polifh mines. 

Their 
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Their lofe to the Republic is beyond all 
eftimation, and as they conftituted a chief 
fource of the royal revenues, having always 
been part of the domain of the Crown, the 
prefent King mull doubly feel the defal-r 
cation of fuch a fource of national wealth. 
IViaria Therefa and her fon feem to be fully 
aware of the value, as well as importance of 
the acquifition. Vielicza fell to the (hare of 
Auftria, in the memorable partition of this 
- country, fix years ago. Every precaution is 
pow taking, in order to fecure it; not againft 
the Confederates ; for thofe miferable com¬ 
binations are completely quelled, and. Po¬ 
land, from one extremity to the other, is 
fubjugated under the Ruffian defpotifm : 
but the Court of Vienna juftly dreads a 
more formidable enemy. Cracow arid Viet 
licza are not far removed from the frontiers 
pf Silefia; and Frederic, whofe attention is 
ever aftive, may eafily make an irruption 
from Ilreflau or Schweidnitz into Poland. 
The Viftula would form no fufficient barrier 
againft his inroads. Batteries are therefoos’ 
Vol I. E e ere£ting<| 
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ere&ing, “ Cheteux de Frife ” are already” 
placed, and a body .of troops is ftationed'^ 
for the proteflion of thd mines. Time will 
{hew whether thefe : meafures are fufficient 
for their effectual fafety and prefervation. 

• My next letter will be from Warfaw, for 
which city I {hall fet out to-mOrrow. 


END OP THE PtRST VOLUME. 
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Lake Hr.gfard, prater, near Lincola*g*Iim Fields* 
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LETTER XVIII. 

gurney from Craco/w to Warfaw.—Appearance 
of that capital.-—Want of police and regula¬ 
tions-.—The Vifula. — Praga.—Signs of decay 
and ruin. — Jews.—Reflexions on the fate of 
Poland, 

Warsaw, June 28th, 1778. 

VT O tra6l of country in Europe can 
offer fewer objefts of information, 
curiofity, or amufement, in the common 
acceptation of the terms, than that which 
extends from the gates of Cracow to the 
fuburbs of Warfaw; a diftance of at leaft 
two hundred miles through the central 
provinces .of Poland. It may however 
be juftly faid, that the Appearance of the 
vol. 11. B country 
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country itfelf, the afpe£t of its inhabitants* 
and the face of every individual, excite re¬ 
flexions, which, if not pleafing, are never- 
thelefs important and inftru6tive. In the 
niidft of a foil naturally rich and fertile, they 
are in want of common neceflaries. I could 
fcarcely procure bread in any of the wretched 
pofthoufes at which I flopped, except of a 
kind fo black, foul', and execrable, as not 
to be eaten. Inns there are none which 
merit the name: but the Jews, who form the 
majority of the people in the villages, feem' 
to , keep alive the little fubfifting induftry. 
The Poles, among whom depopulation, 
oppreflion, and mifery, appear under every 
poffihle fljape, manifeft in their looks and 
their whale appearance, the utmoft poverty: 
even thechurches are compofed of wood, and 
the hovels of the peafents are made of the 
feme materials. I fcarcely .few a nobleman’s 
ox gentleman’s houfe of any kind; and the 
mads, are either left in their natural ftate, or 
ace made, where the ground is marlby, by fir 
trees, laid acrofs them clofe to each other. 
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&$ ^ m^py parts of |^u|jia. Tlje very water 
is ipofljly urr^hojefoflje and ftagnant. It muft 
hoover be admitted that the polls are toler- 
aljlywell fervpd; and though the horfes are 
ftnall and weak, ye^ as numbers fupply the 
defeat of ftrpngth, a traveller cannot reason¬ 
ably compjain of the want of expedition. 
^.SI drew near Warfaw, I faw no marks of 
opnjence, cultivation, or luxury, fuch 


uuial|y belpeak the approach to a capital. 
A wi^e, open plain5 interfperfed with little 
WOO<Js of fir or jjirch, apd equally deftitute 
of nafura], as of artificial beauty, extends 
quite to the entrance of the city. 

Tins metropolis itfelf feeios to me, like 
the Hepubhc of which it is the nominal head. 

v* lAi ilnWl.l / 1 ^ . ?'}’} 

to unjte the extremes of ciypj^tion and of 
barbarifiq, of magnificence and T^rejtched-t 
pels, of fplendor ^nd mifeiy; but, unlike 
all otjiey great cities of Europe, thefe ex¬ 
tremes ture nol foftened, approximated, and 
blended by any intermediate gradations. 
The middle orders of men, wno every 

where elfe form the molt numerous claw 

•: • -■ .:r. *.t r>z uta £ 
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of citizens, the moft ufeful, and the mod; 
induftrious, appear hardly to have any ex- 
iftencehere. Palaces and Iheds, the man- 
fions of the great, and the cottages of the 
poor, compofe exclufively the larger portion 
of Warfaw. It is like an aflemblage of 
nobles and (laves, of lords and vaifals, fuch 
as the darknefs of the middle ages, when 
feudal tyranny prevailed univerfally, might 
have exhibited; but which, happily for 
mankind, is now no where to be feen except 
in Poland. Even Conftantinople is in this 
refpeft far lefs barbarous; and the genius of 
the Ottoman government, little calculated 
as it is to promote the felicity of the people, 
neverthelefs feems more favourable to com¬ 
merce, ingenuity, and the arts that humanize 
fociety, than the city from which I am now 
writing. The defpotifm of one man, how¬ 
ever'degrading or pernicious, is yet le(s 
deftru&ive than the tyranny of a thoufand 
petty defpots; and the Turks, though (alien 
from their antient fplendor, do not prefent 
a pi6ture of national degradation or humili- 
; ' 14 " ‘ ation, 
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ation, fuch as the Poles at prefent offer to 
the world. 

As I walk through the ftreets of Warfaw, 
and furvey the buildings around me, I am 
tempted to imagine myfelf in fome fcattered 
and half-ruined village. All the municipal 
defeCts of Cracow exift here in a greater de¬ 
gree. I am no longer furprized that a King 
feated in his own carriage, furrounded by 
guards and attendants, could be feized and 
carried off in the midlt of his capital, as 
happened to Staniflaus fcarcely feven years 
ago. In a city where no lamps are lighted 
even in winter, and no precautions are taken 
for general fecurity, any defperate banditti, 
protected by the night, may commit the 
mod atrocious crimes. I am, not amazed to 
hear Mr. Wroughton, the Englilh Minifter, 
fay, that he has feen Prince Radzivil, one 
of the greateft Polilh noblemen, when com¬ 
ing to court in his own coach drawn by the 
fineft fet of horfes in the kingdom, fo com¬ 
pletely (luck fait in the mire at a hundred 
yards from the Royal Palace, as to make it 

B 3 neceflary 



A l i 

© MEMOIRS OF THE 

neceAhry for him to lie taken out, ami car¬ 
ried thither jn the arms of his fervants. At 
Ihe clofe of the late reijgn,' when Augulftus 
jthe third cl ie<j, no longer ago than 1.763, 
Warfaw was almolt wholly Unsaved. Even 
at prefent, in this beautiful leafon of the 
year, after violent or fudden rains, many of 
the ftreets are rendered totally impaffahle 
on foot, and nearly fo on horfeback, or in a 
' carriage. The buildings are fo irreguW, 
feattered, and disjoined, thiat great fpaces 
remain unoccupied, and even unlevelled, in 
the moll frequented parts of the metro¬ 
polis. In front of Stanidaus’s palace, fo 
indecently neglected are the fewers, that the 
fmell is peftilential, A nation too indolent 
to remedy fuch nuifances, or fo accustomed 
to them as not to perceive how incompatible 
they are with fafety, comfort, and falubrity, 
ieems not far removed from barbarifm: yet, 
hy a lingular contradiction, Warfaw prefents 
under other afpects all the refinement of 
Paris, the arts of Florence, and the fplen- 
dor of Peteflburgh, 

16 The 






COUftT OP BERLIN, ETC. 7 

The Viftula, though confiderably broader 
than the Thames at Windfor, wants beauty, 
depth, and every artificial aid or improve¬ 
ment. Its tides are in general low arid 
jfandy ; its channel is obftru6ted by banks 
which Continually thift; and the colour of 
its waters is thick and muddy, like thofe of 
the Tyber. The Poles feem fcarcely to be 
confcious that it is navigable; and it is rare 
to fee upon it a veffel of any kind. A bridge 
of boats, laid acrofs the ftream, conducts 
to Praga, a town or fuburb on the eaftem 
tide. Praga is a wretched cohesion of 
cottages Or huts, built of wood, and feat¬ 
ured irregularly in the fand without Order 
or plan; fuch as TartatSj and only Tartars 
would conftruft or inhabit. Yet this is the 
principal objefit feen from the windows of 
the royal palace, which ftands on the oppo¬ 
site brink. It is large, ‘but cannot be 
efteemed a regular, or a magnificent edifice. 
The two laft kings, Auguftus the Second 
and Third, not chuling to inhabit it, ereCted 
another; in which, when at War faw they 
jj 4 commonly 
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commonly redded and held their court, ftill 
denominated from them, “ the Saxon 
Palace." Hardly a fmgle public monument 
of art, tafte, or devotion, exifts in this me- 
, tropolis. The very churches and. palaces 
are unfinifhed, or felling to decay. Among 
the latter are many which want inhabitants; 
not more than a fourth part of the great 
families who redded here at the death of 
Auguftus the Third, being, now in a date 
to maintain their dignity. Prince Radzivil’s 
palace, one of the moft fuperb, is converted 
into a playhoufe. Such is the wretched 
ftate of the capital of Poland; a country 
which previous to the late difmemberment, 
was larger than the nine Circles of the 
German Empire. 

The people accord in their appearance 
too well \vjth the afpe6t of every thing 
around them. I never beheld fo many 
obje&s of horror or compaffion, as prefent 
themfelves in the ftreets: many of thefe 
are a difgrace to humanity, as well as a. re¬ 
proach to the national police. Warfaw is 

likewife 
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likewife crowded with Jews, who form a 
. confiderable proportion of the inhabitants. 
They wear a diftinguiffiing drefs, and derive 
a very precarious fubfiftence from the arts 
of fraudulent commerce, moft of them being 
extremely poor. . From time to time they 
are plundered, exiled, imprifoned, and 
maflacred: yet, under fuch accumulated 
vexations, they continually multiply, and 
are here found in far greater numbers than, 
even at Amfterdam. 

After this difgufting defcription of War- 
faw, you will be aftonifhed when I add, that 
notwithftanding the pi6lure of public mifery 
which it difplays, it is difficult not to be 
pleafed with it as a temporary refidence. 
Many circumftances conduce to render the 
place more than ordinarily agreeable to a 
ftranger. The King is, of all the Princes 
\yhom I have ever feen, the moft acceffible, 
eafy, and even captivating in his manners. 
I have been in his fociety ; and one cannot 
be furprjfed, on confidering his perfon and 
addrefs, at the partiality of Catharine for 

Count 
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Count PoniafowflTn The Polifh and Lithil-. 
anian nobility of both fe'xes, whatever may 
be their effential defeCts of character, want 
none of the exterior graces of deportment. 
In the pajaces of the Ogihfkis, the Czarto-i 
rifkis, theLubbmirfhis, and numerous others, 

. is ftifl to be found every difplay of refine¬ 
ment, hofpitality, arid 'magnificence. Many 
of the great families continue to live in a 
ftyle almoft royal, amidfl the ruins of their 
agonizing and. expiring country. In no 
court or capital of Europe' are to be found 
men more accompTifhed, nor women more 
beautiful, polifhed, and agreeable. As an 
Englifhman, I have the greateft perfonal 
obligations to Mr. Wroughton,his Majefty's 
Minifter, who has rendered my flay here 
at once delightful and informing. His long 
rejidence in Poland; his intimate acquaint¬ 
ance, or rather ffiendfhip with the king, 
both before arid fince his elevation to the 
throne ; his. perfect knowledge of this coun¬ 
try, whofe convulfions, decline, end partition 
he has witneffed; the variety of cttrioUs 

and 
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hnd iritbreiting anecdotes with which his 
converfatioh abounds; thefe circumftances, 
added to numerous proofs of his regard, 
have in fame raealure blinded, or reconciled 
_me to the wretchednefs which I perceive 
on all fides. 

I contemplate this country as the moft 
ihffru&Tve and awful of political lelfons: I. 
even efteem myfelf fortunate in being able 
to furvey it, before Poland finks and is 
erafod from the lilt of nations, or is incor¬ 
porated with the great furrbunding mo¬ 
narchies ; an event which, according to 
every appearance, cannot be very diflant; 
and which is, indeed, now rather to be 
wifhed than deprecated, even by the Poles 
themfelves. I have been enabled to afeer- 
tain, from fome of the higheft fources of 
information, the principal external caufes 
which led to the partition of Poland : for, 
in the deteftable and ruinous form of their 
conftitution, rauft be fought the internal 
fource of all their national calamities. What 
elfe, in fad, could rationally be expe6ied 

as 
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as the natural death of a country, where 
the crown is at once ele6tive, venal, and 
powerlefs; where the nobility are inde¬ 
pendent, uncontrollable, and tyrannical; 
while the people are funk in flaveiy, igno¬ 
rance, oppreffion, and poverty! We Ihould 
rather wonder, that in the prefent progref- 
five ftate of Europe, Poland has lafted thus 
long, inftead of being furprifed at its ruin 
and approaching extin&ion. In my next 
letter I mean to endeavour to delineate the 
immediate caufes of that great event, the 
partition; as well as to confider its effe&s, 
prefent and future. .If it be not a pleafing, 
it muft at lead be admitted to form as 
momentous a fubje6t of inveftigation and 
reflexion, as ever was prefented to the 
human mind. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Examination of the caufes of the decline of Po¬ 
land.’—State of that country at the time of 
John Sobiejki’s death.—Change in thepofition 
of Europe at the deceafe of Augujlus the 
Third.—Confequences of the death of the Em- 
prefs Elizabeth of Rujfia.—Origin of tjie plan, 
for the partition of Poland.—Developement 
andprogrefs of that great event.—Interview 
of Neuftadt in Moravia.—Accomplijhmcnt of 
the partition. — Its comparative advantages to 
Rujfta, Auftria, and Pruffia.—Probable de- 
fiiny of Poland.—Internal and moral caufes 
of its dejlrudtion.—Picture of the Nobility .— 
Middle orders. — Peafants. 

Warsaw, July 3d, 1778, 

W hoever confiders the ftate of Poland, 
and refle&s on the nature of its go¬ 
vernment, will perceive, that while the fur- 
rounding Powers of the continent have been 
in a conftant ftate 6f improvement oj pro- 

gTeffion 
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greffion civil and military, for near a century 
paft, the Poles alone have been ftationary. 
At the death of John Sobiefki, hardly more 
than eighty years ago; the Swedes and the 
Turks were the only formidable enemies of 
the Republic. Ruffia, under Peter the Great; 
was only juft emerging from barbariftn, 
and fcarcely become a member of the Eu¬ 
ropean fyftem. The Houfe of Brandenburg 
iufpitgd httle ^pprehenfion, and had not 
then attained beyond the electoral dignity. 
As Dukes of Pruflia, they had for ages been 
feudatories of Poland; while Auftria, prafft 
ed on one fide by the Porte, and on the 
other by the arms of Louis the Fourteenth, 
could fcarcely refift the attacks of two fuch 
powerful antagonifts. To the perfonal aft 
fiftance and valor of Sobiefki, at the, head 
of a Polilb army, the Emperor Leopold 
had hp§h recently indebted for his preferva- 
tion, when driven from his capital by the 
Ottoman forces. The immense {landing 
armies of modern times were then compa¬ 
ratively unknown; and Poland, under all 

the 
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$e defpfts of its, government political and 
civil, might, ft ill repel invafion, or maintain 
its independence. 

$ut in the interval of near feyenty years, 
which elapfed between the deceafe of John 
Sobiefki and that of the late King Auguftus 
the Third, .the face of Europe had totally 
changed. The Swedes, after repeatedly, 
over-running and fubjugating Poland ; dri¬ 
ven back by the Czar Peter, beyond the 
Baltic, no longer maintained any political 
relations, except thofe merely of amity, 
with the Polilh Crown and Bepublic: while 
the Turkilh Empire, declining annually ig 
ftrength, could neither extend tp them ef¬ 
fectual aid, nor infl$; on them material 
injury. Other powers arifen to fupply 
the place of Sweden and Turkey. In QClor 
ber ^763, when the §axon Line (ft* Polifti 
Sovereign became ext^n®, Jtflffia, by th§ 
permanent cpnqueft of Livonia, by her 4% 
flueoce in Qourlaud, and by heir prodigious 
military force, mjght'be find *9.have acqyjrgd 
a domineering and plmoft irrefiftible afeepdf 

ancy 




l6 MEMOIRS OF THE ' 

ahcy in the affairs of Poland. Thirty years 
earlier, in 1733, at the death of Auguftus 
the Second, the Emprefs Anne had been 
able to raife that Prince’s fon to the throne, 
and to maintain him in it againft all the 
efforts of France, aided by a party among 
the Poles themfelves. Elizabeth, her fuc- 
ceflor, followed the fame line of policy. 
Prufiia, after a war of feven years, fuftained 
under circumftances of unparalleled inequa¬ 
lity, had by a fort of miracle extricated her- 
felf, and was likewife become a Power of the 
firft conlideration. The talents of Frederic, 
his victories, and his ambition, rendered 
the Prufiian monarchy peculiarly an obje6t 
of attention, if not of terror. Laftly, Maria 
Therefa, though foiled in her attempt to 
recover Silefia, pofiefled nevertheless im- 
menfe refources; and might, from her poli- 
tion, have a great influence on the deftiny 
of Poland, either as an ally, or as an enemy. 

At the time when the throne became 
vacant by the deceafe of Auguftus the 
Third, the three great Powers above men¬ 
tioned 


eotfiwr 6 * tfBfftttir; fctc. if 
tibned retained under their command a re¬ 
gular, di&iplined, military force, amounting 
together-to-above four hundred and fifty 
thou&nd men. On the contrary, thie Poliftt 
army, if it could properly be fd termed! 
confifted father* in the prerogative 'with 
which the conftitution veiled the .'King, of 
calling out and arming the Nobility, - 4 f 
emergency- required, than in any effe&ive 
body uf- foldiery, paid, clothed, and.main-» 
tained by the Hate. It is indeed palpable 
that if Ruffia, Auftria, and Pruffia, had 
chofen to difmember and divide Poland iri 
4763, as they did nine years, later iri 1772, 
no internal or eflfe6tual oppofition could 
have been. made by the Republic, which 
would have finally prevented the partition 
of its territories among thofe powers. The 
intra&ability, want of forefight, and infa¬ 
tuation of the Polilh Grandees, who would 
fee no objeft of jealoufy except their own 
Sovereign, and who would take no pre- 
. caution againft external attack, left them 
at the mercy of any foreign combination. 

- .vol. 11. C . - While 
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. While the Saxon Kings continued to 
feign, thefe evils were nevertheleis retarded 
end averted. They maintained themfelves 
pn the venal throne which they had origin 
pally puxchafed, by foreign alliances of 
marriage,, confanguinity, and policy* If 
J&lizabetfc, Emprefs of Ruffia, had furvived 
Auguftus the Third, there is no doubt that 
the deftiny of the north of Europe would 
have been totally changed. The Saxon 
Princes would probably dill have governed 
Poland; and that country would have re* 
tained its ancient limits: while on the con* 
trary Prufoa would have inevitably been, 
if pot difmembered and divided, at lead 
confolerably reduced in territory, revenue, 
and political importance. Elizabeth bad 
given public proofs, of her refofotion to fop* 
port Augustus and his defceodants on the 
throne of Poland. She had even railed 
one of his younger fons, Prince Charles of 
Saxony, to the Dufeedom of Courlaod, as 
pn earned of her future exertions in favoui 
of his Houle. But the late King of Poland 
17 had 



cbtfw or BW*nr, tm 
faod ' 4 h»> nasfdrttme to outlite hbrall^arid, 
benefa&rfefsJ jafc one and twdntyiweatteii 
EMsabetls expired im January 17655 and 
lief death, was tip enufrapa which- we rtt&f 
date the deftru&ion of Poland as iaa 
European State. The reign- of Peqeiy fhort 
and tragical, was fucceedecf by 1 that of Ca¬ 
tharine. It west evident from the age and 
infirmities of 4agaftus the Third, that the 
JPoIifh crown muft lbon becotne meant. If 
his; foo, the EleCtoirsI Prince^ Should M 
chofert in his room,' the Saxon Family could 
nd hunger be confidored asele&ive, but in 
as heredjtar^; and all attempts to 
pb a partition of Poland would be ineft 
feftoal. The Peauso of Habettlburg, recently 
oonctudedv left his 1 Pruffian Majefty'at lb 1 
beaty, to turn his principal views arid efforts 
towards Warfaw. He well knew that the 
time was critical, and that every thing de¬ 
pended on die choice of a futeceflor after 
Auguftus^s deceafe, 

< Such were the cirettmftanees in which 
was conceived the project of thepertidoft 

* • - ci of 
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©fBoland. I will relate from , high and 
cohcumng teftimonies, what I have col¬ 
lected relative to it, at Peteriburgb,. Vienna,' 
Berlin, and finally during my day in this 
capital. . v 

The plan unqueftionably originated in 
'the Cabinet of Pruffia; bnt not with the 
* King, nor with any of his minifters. His 
brother Prince Henry’s deep and capacious 
mind is fiud .fto bave .firft feized, digefted, 
and ripened the plan in filence. When he 
communicated his ideas on the fubjeCt to 
Frederic, that Monarch, while he exprefled 
his admiration of it in theory, confidered it 
ns impracticable, and as opppfed by too many 
obftacles ever to be realized. Prince. Henry 
on the other hand contended, that by the 
aid of time, judicious concealment, and 
dexterous management, the partition might 
be finally effected. . He brought oyer the 
King to . his opinion ; and they began in 
concert the train of meafures.requifite for 
- its completion. The firft ftep taken, was 
aftfiilly to flatter the new Emprefeof Ruffia, ‘ 

to 
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towakestf her vanity, -and to.repndbftt to 
her the honour, as well the advantage; 06 
giving a Sovereign to. Poland, after having 
placed herfelf on the thfone of theICzars.' 
Cathirine Ijftened with.camplacenCy'to fug-*, 
geftionsdarreli calfcalatedtp imke. inipref 
fiori on amihd like hers,faiixious for 'every 
fpeoieabfglory. Impelled by her partiality 
for Count PoniatowfkiJ andprobablylikewife 
induced by her perfect knowledge 6£ hi% 
chara&erj (he fignified to Frederic het' in-. 
Mention-of elevating that Nobleman, tb the 
crown,' The choice being approved at Ber¬ 
lin, on the deceafe of Auguftus, Catharine’s 
forces and.treafures overcame all oppofition. 
Staniflaus was ele&ed by violence j while 
tlra Ruffian embaflador, * Prince Repnin, as 
the delegate and rejJrfefphtative of the^Etn- 
prefs, became in fa6t the defpot add. the 
oppreffor of the Poles. The unfortunate 
King, who retained little' more : of royalty 
than the name,, was only ad engine, , thp, 
; hands of the Court of Peterlburgh*. . : , i 

“ j . i . . j uI’Jsa Ji 

* j c 3 Frederic, 




< ■ ^FttAaripi -atteifaue to ii»aooGn^il£fb»ae*f 
6 £ bis i primary objaft* f»nd who! bjr ad 
pesos > iQttecUd ,khtt Feknd iQstOv^d.^k^ 
witeblly: into a Rrffiiani ipimiilbfi* netefc % 
KjBitteli /doe clifoatoendts »£ .the Lgreai Rtiifll 
Jfe^Utry. % cxneen *f hid emidferies, h» 
fecretly tltmukrted. them to tbiiWB off ib 
igsttMntinipQs s yoke, and .to dethrone d 
ptiae^ Illegally eddied, 'm well at tnonblfe tb 
eflbtfd theta pwathStion lagandfc the tyranny 
erf Catharine. Has onfinuatians were fut> 
Cefsfol; . confederations were formed it 
•v&rioas provinces, and Poland foen became 
<a thfeatrebf cNi war, of infertpe&Lon, ami 
devastation, in order to maintain Staniflaua 
wn the throws, Mulfcovites and Co flacks 
were quartered in ail idle principal ditiea; 
-While Warfaw refembled rather a Buffioh 
g&rrifen, then the capital of an independent 
ffepublie. It was not difficult for Frederic 
^to e&cite thejeakaify of the Turks at fadi 
„ tin interference; and to teprefeat to them, 
that under pretence of reducing the Poldh 
rebels to obedience, Catharine in eflfeft ren- 
i' dered 
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tfere® die country a pr&viftte <of her Empire. 
At the feme time .he encouraged and ex« 
horDed the Court of Peterfburgh to engage 
in holrihties with the Porte. No exertions 
hare omitted in orttet to inflame lira two 
Sovereigns add Governments, already ini* 
fitted agaaift each other. War entiled be* 
tureen them, and was profecuted with various 
feccefe, in Ada as well as in EnrOpe. 

The obje& to which his policy had fo long 
tended was now in feme meafure attained, 
Frederic having completely embroiled the 
Kuflktns and Turks, at the feme time that 
the Poles, exhaufted by confederacies* raided 
to the ravages of the plague, were incapable 
of refiflance, turned his attention next to 
the Court of Vienna. Nothing could be 
eflfe&ed without the Auftrian confent and 
Co-operation. With a view of ft tidying the 
-charafter of Jofeph the Second, he there¬ 
fore artfully caufed a propofition to be made 
on his part for an interview between them. 
The Emperor accepted it; and the two 
Princes met at Neils in Silefia, towards the 
end of Auguft 1769.. But, though the Hate 
c 4 .of 
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of Poland might' there have been men* 
tioned jui general terms, it is certain , that 
ho plan or treaty for a partition of it took 
place. . Whether matters. werehot then 
fufficierrtly ripe, or: drat Frederic perceived 
other abftades to its immediate: completionj 
it was not till the following autumn, in 1770* 
that after.'previoufly founding the Imperial 
Cabinet, the’ fubjeft was fully difcufied in 
the fecond r interview of Frederic and Jofeph, 
at Neuftadt in Moravia. Prince Katmitg 
accompanied the Emperor thither for the 
exprefs purpofe. His Pruffian Majefty, who 
Jsnew that without the Minifters approba¬ 
tion, he could not overcome the fcruples of 
Maria Tberefa, religious-as well as political, 
exerted all his addrefs to win the Prince. At 
the opera which was performed at Neuftadt, 
Frederic conftantly placed him by his fide, 
took fnuff out of his box, and afte&ed for 
-him the moft djftinguilhing consideration. 
Jpfeph, young, ambitious, and eager to 
extend the dominions of the Houle of 
Auftria, was not difficult to be perfuaded. 
It may more naturally excite our aftonjftp- 

ment. 
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meht, that a Minifter fuch 8a- PrhiQe 
Kaunitz allowed himfelf to be convinced 
either of the policy, or df the neceffity of 
the naeafure. As little can: we conceive 
how fo pious and circum(pe& a. Prinyefo 
as. Maria Therefa could have been induced 
to lend her aid: to a meafure fo repug¬ 
nant to every principle of juftice or tefiti- 
tudei Such, however, was- the fa6t. - Fre¬ 
deric aad Jbfeph fpread before them th§ 
jnap of Poland, agreed on their refpe&ive 
(hares, and fixed on the trafit of country, to 
be offered.to.the Emprefs of Ruflia, as her 
portion. Thefe preliminaries being adjufted, 
the two Sovereigns parted. 

fn the courfeof the enfiimg year appeared 
the fruits of the interview. . By command 
of their rejpe&ive Courts, thc.Auftrian and 
Pruffian embaffadors at Peteriburgh figni- 
-fied to Catharine die determination of the 
Cabinets of Berlin and Vienna. They added 
at the fame time, that the refolutioii was 
definitively: taken on the part of thofe Sq- 
jferaigns t all pyept g to feize.on the pro^ 

vinces 
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vinces ref^e&ively allotted them > and it 
•was plainly infiftuated, that if fee would 
notconfeftt,or Ghofe to rejefit her portion 
of the fpodl/ they knew how to compel her 
to it by force. The Empnefs, thus threat¬ 
ened and aflailed, made the ftrongeft re- 
Tnonftrances to, Maria Therefa and her 
Minifters, whom fee endeavoured to con¬ 
vince that they were over-reached by 
Frederic. But finding them impervious to 
nrguments } and inflexible in their deter¬ 
mination) and being engaged in a war with 
the Porte which ^occupied all her forces, 
while it drained Her treafury, Catherine had 
no alternative left except acquiescence. 
-After a proper delay therefore, neceflary in 
order to prepare manifestos, the armies of 
the three Powers, which had previoufly ap¬ 
proached the frontiers of Poland, marched 
into fee country, and fequeftered the terri¬ 
tories refpe&ively allotted to them. They 
then compelled the unfortunate Staniflaus to 
convoke a Diet, in which he ratified his own 
degradation, and feat of his fubje&s, by 

> giving 


COUW OF ’UtS&W, *TC. 

living tortheir 'afixrpatticaxs the mock funSdtaK 
ti legijfaadve and dekb*ra»ve eonfodfc. 

- jliftw iwwing riswed the Idling*, and 
followed the movements of this extraordinary' 
tisanTadtioa, which is withotft precedent in 
modem fciftaiy, it is -notaro! to aft, Which 
bf the titfea Sovereigns has been thegreateft 
gainer by dm dmfion ? No doubt wfeatfoever 
•can he entertained m the point, bf inch at 
have examined or inquired with impartiality. 
•UnqueftionaWy it was not Catharine, iince 
tfhe might be confidered as Steady miftrefe 
-of all Poland. Her troops and her embtff- 
dad or gave laws in Warlkw equally to the 
King fetid to the Republic. The Duchy of 
‘Coufland was not more fubje&ed, or more 
dependent on her orders. Every motive of 
policy dilated to her, not to aggrandize 
-two powerful European dates her neigh- 

- bouts, at the expence of Poland.* The 

•portion which has been affigned to her, is 
indeed a fertile, extenfive, and important 
( tra6t of country, contiguous to her own 
dominions on the weft, and including a 
• great 
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gr^at p&rt of Lithuania, as -well as’ Pofifl* 
Livonia: but, comparatively eftimated, it 
adds , little ft> her revenues, power, oirpoli- 
tical confidRmtion. — . - ! l 

, The^Auftrian (hare,; locally as'well as 
financially confidered, ?b indeed more valu? 
able. By itapofition it covers Hungary and 
JV^oravia,; while it extends the Itaperial 
frontier on that fide, for beyond the Carpa¬ 
thian Mountains, to the diftant Confines of 
PodoliaandMoldayia. The mines of Vie- 
Hcza, which may.enable the Emprefs Queen 
.to fupply all Poland, with fait,, form a con* 
fiderable permanent fource of revenue; and 
the population cannot .be eftimated in thole 
provinces, at a finaller number than two 
millions. 

But-thefe advantages, great as they muft 
be feparately allowed in themfelvep, fink on 
a cpmparifon with the political benefits de¬ 
rived to Prufiia fromthe partition-of Poland. 
Even Siljeiia, on the conqueft of which Fre¬ 
deric naturally prides himfelf, was ; not,. in 
my eftimate, fo yall .or fq folid an>£cpii£- 

tion 
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tion to the Monarchy as PoMj Fruffia^: It 
fiiffices.to look at its geographical poikina, 
in order to be convinced of the. fa< 5 fc in all 
its force; i Though lefe in .mere- extent than 
the Auftrian Mid Ruffian {hares, it .fariex- 
ceeds them in fertility of foil, in the number 
of • cities, induftry, and . faculties of railing 
pecuniary lupplies. Not only the Viftula, 
from the gates of Thom to thofe of Dant- 
zic, together, with the whole commerce of 
that river, are become Pruffian. The cir- 
cumftance which renders them ineftimable 
to Frederic, is, that he has joined his elec¬ 
toral dominions of Brandenburg and tlie 
Duchy of Pomerania,' to his kingdom of 
Pruffia. They were previoufly diflevered by 
a tra& of country which incapacitated 
them in a great degree from lending mu¬ 
tual fuccpurs, when invaded by a foreign 
enpmy ; efpecially by a Ruffian. : He may 
now be faid to have almoft. realized the 
“ Regnum Balticum,” without ffiedding a 
drop of blqod.; and he ftretches in an unin¬ 
terrupted line, from the mouths of the 

Oder 
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Gdec, along tha fouthetn (bore of tbs 
Baltic, ta the frontiers of Cmufandand 
SsooogLtk. 

Its. future effects on Europe are incal¬ 
culable. Catharine may continue to di&ate 
her piealure in the city of Warfaw; but 
Frederic, by holding the. Viftula in hi&po& 
feffion, retains the keys of Poland, and 
can prevent the importation or exportation 
of alrooft every article of trade. Dantzk 
and Thom, whatever refiftance they may 
make, muft, fooner or later, become apart 
of his dominions; The Cabinet of Vienna 
will one day perceive, that in confenting-t» 
the partition of Poland they violated not 
. fefs the laws of true policy, than thoie of 
morality and juflace. They were in fadt 
^ over-reached by his Pruffian Majefty at the 
interview of Neuftadt, notwithftanding the 
^>eciou 3 advantages' with which he dazzled 
Jofeph, and deluded Prince Kaunitz. Pro¬ 
bably they are already fenfible, when too 
late, of their error; and would gladly re- 
ftore their owrv portion- of tha plunder, if 

it 
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it were poffible to reduce Frederic-to: his 
former fituation. 1 

The final deftiny of this difmembered 
and impoverifhed country forms a curious 
and interefting fubjed of political inquiry; 
doubt, and fpeculation. Will the Crown 
of Poland and' the Republic long continue 
to exift even in name ? Will the Family of 
Poniatowflu be rendered hereditary ? May 
not circumftances poffibly arife, that lhall 
again reftore to Poland her ravilhed pro-, 
vine©*? Or may not her total deflrmSfcion 
as an independent power, and the incorpo¬ 
ration of her remaining territory with the 
three great furrounding monarchies be ari 
event neither diftant nor improbable ? Thefe 
difcuflions would lead me too for; and on 
one of them I may have occafion to fey 
fomebhing when I Ipeak of the King, and 
his nephew Prince Staniflaus. If however 
appearances may be trufted, there is- ftrong 
reafon to believe, that the final difiblution 
of Poland cannot he very remote; though 
the precife time mull naturally be accelerated 

or 
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or retarded by a variety of circumftanees. 
Even the Poles themfelves forefee it as ine¬ 
vitable, and admit that in the wretched 
condition of their country, it is a confum- 
mation rather to be defured than deprecated 
by every individual. 

In addition to the radical defeats of the 
conftitution, which irrefrftibly operated to 
fink Poland below the level of the neigh¬ 
bouring dates, and to deprive it of the 
means of- refiftance againft foreign violence ; 
the moral principles of its diffolution are 
fo numerous, as to leave little hope , of re¬ 
medy or of refufcitation. The great No¬ 
bility are depraved, corrupt, and deftitute 
of enlightened patriotifm: their education 
and habits extinguifh every fpark of public 
virtue. In their infancy they are lurrounded 
by domeftics or preceptors, who nourilh 
thole fatal prejudices and ideas of fuperi- 
prity fo calculated to harden the human 
heart. Even while in their cradles, the 
peafants are brought to kifs their feet, and 
to fhew them marks of homage. They are 

taught 
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taught to regard their vafials as creatures 
of a feparate lpecies. jOn the other hand, 
they are not brought . .up in principles of 
obedience, to the . Iaw6, or of deference to 
the Sovereign and to the civil Magiftrate;. 
How can they be fo, in a country where 
the courts of juftice'are corrupt, mercenary, 
and venal beyond imagination; where the 
Crown, at the death of every Sovereign, is 
either bought^ or transferred by violence; 
and where the puniihment of crimes , is 
almoft unknown! Afiaffinations, robberies, 
frauds, divorces on the molt frivolous pre¬ 
tences, invaiions of property, and a rage 
for play which- knows no limits; thefe in- 
fra&ions.of public and private order are 
committed with impunity among the higher 
clafles. A total diffolution of morals is the 
inevitable confequence. Even the fenfe of 
fhame, and dread of infamy, anterior and, 
fuperior to all written law, feem here to’ 
have loft much of their force, and fcarcely 
to operate as reftraints. 

;.yoL. ii. D Tf 
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If fuch be the date of the upper Orders* 
no refource is to„be found in the people* - 
The veiy term is inapplicable; for there is 
in && no Polijk People. Never was the 
title of Republic ib abufed and prostituted; 
as well might the name be applied to 
Algiers or to Tunis. Of the intermediate 
rank of citizens, merchants, artizans, and 
mechanics, the number is fo fmall and in- 
confiderable, that they may be regarded as 
non-exiftent to any beneficial purpofe. In 
a country where commerce is in a manner 
extinct; manufactures, except thofe of the 
firft neceffity, nearly unknown; induftry 
diicouraged; arts unprotected; and only 
the cultivation of the ground that can be 
Confidered as in any degree flourilhingj 
the middle clafs of men mufi necefiarily 
dhninifh, and be of no account. The pea- 
fants are indeed a numerous body, though 
much reduced by fucceffive years of anarchy* 
'femipe, and calamity: but they remain in 
the fame ftate of poverty, vaflalage, and 
ignorance, which has been their invariable 
16 dqtt 
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lot during many ages. Attached to the 
glebej and fold with it, they are equally 
ftrangers to the name and ter the pofleffion 
of freedom. Inured to domeftic fervitude, 
it may even be queftioned whether they are 
capable of receiving fuch a prefent, except 
by infenfible gradations. A confider&ble 
lapfe of time, the introduction of arts* 
.and the general diffufion of knowledge, 
couW alone tender them able to improve 
the blefimgs of ciril liberty, or elevate them 
•to the tank of fobjadhs, from the condition 
of flaves. Such a change is, I feat, be¬ 
yond either hope or calculation; arid what¬ 
ever may bo the firiai deftiny Of this un¬ 
fortunate country, the greater part of its 
inhabitants will probably continue to axift 
in nearly the feme (late of political and 
perional degradation. Hero I iball- 
4 h» letter, and remain,* &c.- 
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LETTER XX. 

Origin and hijtory of the family of Poniatowjki. 
—Anecdotes of the father of Stanijlaas 
Auguftus.—Particulars of the life of Count 
Poniatoufki, previous to his election to the 
' crozcn of Poland.—His elevation to the throne. 

' —His conduct in the beginning of his reign .— 

’ Luxury, pleafures, and profufion of the court. 
Mifer able, fate of Poland.—Account of the 
> attempt to affaffinate Stanifaus, and his efcape. 

_ —Punijhment of the confpirators.—Condud 
of the King on the partition of Poland .— 
Character, perfonal qualities , defe&s ,. and 
anecdotes of Staniflaus.—His private life .— 
Family—Uncertainty of his future definy. 

Warsaw, July 17th, 1778.' 

i jy fter having traced the principal caufes 
which led to the partition of Poland, 
and endeavoured to inveftigate its confe- 
quences, immediate as well as remote/ it is 
natural to turn our regards towards the 
King. As an elective fovereign, without ( 

queen 
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queett dr defendants,.. h$ ftandS a&h§J 
j%nd in whatever point of view jy.e ^gonfider 
, him, he.isan pbjefit of ngcomiponinterefh 
itai fed'from the condition of - a private no- 
blertjan gr gentleman, to a throne, main T 
Jained in it by foreign, fupport, efcaped by 
a fort of miraofe from-the:hands of ailaflins, 
and ftill nominally, the head ,of a difmem- 
befed,and'expiring monarchy; all the in¬ 
cidents of his hiftory' awaken attention. HyS 
ipniable perfonal qualities, the precarious 
pature of : his prefent eleyated fituation, and 
the uncertainty of ,hjs future deftiny, excite 
regard and curiofity blended with anxiety 
.arid compaffion. Never in fa& was any 
prince lefs an objeft of envy. I have had 
opportunities of feeing him, and of forming 
iome opinion of his chamber from my per¬ 
fonal obfervation: but it is from much’ 
higher fources of information .that I ihall 
/peak of Staniflaus:. they have been fo am¬ 
ple, as rather to leave me under an embar- 
raflinent what to conceal, than what to dif- 
j> 3 clofe* 
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dote. llefere I mention him pei<fenaBy, ft 
tnay not be Improper to % ftwaetbifig $f 
Bis dsfeent, and a# hfe eeoneiions. 

The forfuiy of Itoiaatowfti is noble, and 
ee^qnently like thatof every ‘^Stolnick/ 
at private gentleman* is eligible to- the 
efovto j neither commerce nor evat fefvkucte 
tfif^ttalifykig 5 for the elevation* Chi the day 
when Standteus- was chafon King, 
Wroughton, the Esglhh nainifter at Whrftwi 
%aa ftruek with forpjrife at feeing his butler 
fewekte on a Ihbre, and without alhiftg his 
pepmiffioft, walk out to the * Szopa." This 
IJtot is- the place where the ceremony of 
electing the Tolidi fovereigns is performed 
about half an Englilh mite diftant from the 
capital. M Sir," fakt the man to him, by 
way of apology for his- conduct, ** I ant 
** nebte; and though-1 a6t in the capacity 
if: of one of your domeftks, I am not left 
*♦ competent to be- railed to the thpone, 
w than the firft nobleman in the republic." 
In effect, die prefewt King’s defcenfc on the 
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patefnal fide' is by no means iliuftrieus. It 
is well attefted, and vmdverfally acknow-* 
ledgejd, that, his grandfather, who was' very 
peory, pefiefied fcarcely any hereditary pa¬ 
trimony. Fair from arriving at, or afpirihg 
to any public honours and dignities, he 
a£ted in the humble capacity of an overfed 
o# fteward. 

His fen, the late Count PoniatOwfld, who 
railed the family from obfeurity, was 
not only a- very diftinguilhed and celebrated 
perfon, uncommonly graceful hr his figure, 
but endowed with great qualities of mind 
When young, he married a noble lady of 
high extraction, the Countefs Ogibfka, 
though the marriage Was never avowed, nof 
was fhe known in the World by any other 
name than that of Ogirffka. He afterwards, 
in the beginning of the prefent century, 
became colonel of the Swedifti . guards of 
Staniflaus Lecdnfki, King of Poland ; ac¬ 
companied Charles the Twelfth at the un+ 
fortunate battle of Pultowa ; and eminently 
contributed to feve that monarch, aftet 
- ' > d 4 the 
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tlie a&ion, from falling into the hands of 
the Czar Peter, by his : perfonal'exertions, 
which Voltaire has commemorated-and im¬ 
mortalized. On.his tetum from -Bender to 
his native country, Poruatowflci,- about the 
year 1720, efpoufed the Prineefs Conftantia 
Czartorilki, lifter to the prelent Prince of 
that name. Though Ihe brought him only 
an inconliderable fortune in marriage, and 
was little favoured by nature in the article 
of perfonal beauty, yet the alliance with fo 
powerful and opulent a family as Czarto¬ 
rilki, contributed much to his elevation. 
After having taken no mean part in the 
admimftration of Poland, during the two 
reigns of Auguftus the Second and Third; 
under whom he filled fome of the higheft 
offices of State, he died about twenty 
years ago, at an advanced age, in eminent 
reputation for his talents and virtues. 

Of four fons whom he left behind him 
by the Prineefs Czartorilki, his prefent 
Majefty, Staniftaus Auguftus, is the fecond*. 
In the fpring of the year 1757, when juft 
' ' twenty-five 
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twentydiveyeafs old, the i'ntereft 6f hi$ 
lamily procured him from the" late King of 
Poland, ah appointment to the court of 
Peterfburgh in a public capacity. He waa 
not indeed: fent thither as envoy from th$ 
Crown and Republic; but as the Minifter 
of Auguftus excltffively to the Empref$ 
Elizabeth, in which quality he took an oath 
before his departure, to fupport and maintain 
the interefts of the Saxon family. They 
afterwards complained loudly of -his breach 
of' faith and honour, when they difcovered 
-that inftead of endeavouring to perpetuate 
• the Polifh crown in Auguftus’s line, which 
was the great obje6t of his ffiiffiori; he had, 
by his political intrigues with the Great 
Duchefs Catherine laid the foundations of 
his own future exaltation to that high 
dignity. • . 

; Previous to his fetting out for Ruffia, he 
obtained, not without difficulty, after much 
felicitation on the part of himfelf and his 
friends, the riband of the “ White Eagle,” 
jhen the only order of Knighthood exifting 
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}ft Poland. A very fihgular circutnftam» 
took pkce *t hk inveftitose, tin notoriety of 
which leaves no dooibt of its truth, and 
which every perfon job Warfare? with whom 
1 ever converfed aa idle fdbjcft, k rdadyto 
confirm. When the Sovereign confers the 
order, it k euftemary with the riband to 
prefect likewife the ftar, round which ia 
embroidered the device. The motto of fAd 
King, is from that of the fuhje& } 

the former being, 

c • • } 

** Fro fide, Gfege, lege f 

' ; 
whereas the knights wear it, 

t* Pro fide, Mege r lege/* 

By an accident which never happened bo* 
fore, inftead of a ftar bearing die device as 
worn by the fubje6fc, a royal ftar had been 
given to Count Ponaatowiki The nuftakc 
was not immediately difcovered; but when 
It reached Coupt Bruhl, the ficft minj&et 

of 
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of Augtribts, he klbmdy redeaaandeil the 
mfignia of the order, as having been in* 
advertently conferred, and they we ta of 
courfe raftered. The affidr excited much 
remark at the time and when Srtanillaaaa 
afterwards- afeetided the throne, it was re* 
cohered, %nd confideredl as an omen of 
his future fortune. 

Count Poraatowfki, on his arrival at 
Peteriburgh, foon became perfonally accept* 
able fo the Great Duchefe Catharine, who 
then led a retired life in the court of Eliza* 
beth, by whom (he was not beloved. That 
the connexion between her and StaniflauS 
Was of the ckrfeft and tendered • nature, no 
doubt can bo entertained. Even at this 
hour, the King, when he fpea/ks of the Em* 
prefix to thole with, whom he> is unre&rved, 
mentions her as at* ©bje& of his warmed; 
attachment as a woman, not lefs than of Ins 
admiration and refpeft as a Sovereign. Mow 
for, during the period to which J altud$ 
(he might hate given him hopes or aflixr&nee* 
of her fupport in pl4ciaghinvoa the Throne, 

whenever 
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whenever the crown: of Poland ffiould'be* 
come vafcant, it is difficult to fay. with pre- 
cifion. Any fucli promifes however, if made, 
could only have been contingent, vague, 
and .almoft vifionary ;• fince her own exclu- 
five elevation* to the throve Of Ruffia was 
then apparently by no mearis a probable 
event. Yet, that fhe did hold out to hint 
fuel! profpe&s, is^univerfally beheved and 
aflerted here. She doubtlefs faw that Eli¬ 
zabeth, who fenfibly declined in health, 
might not long continue to reign* ' The 
weaknefs and incapacity of hfejc holband 
Peter, and ftill ihpre his imprudence, or 
contempt of the Ruffians, (he was likewife 
aware, would probably open a way fojr het T 
felf to the fup.reme power,. Auguftus th$ 
Third was finking in. yfeajrs; ahch at his 
death tlte ' Ruffians mpft #e<$ediarily have 
die preponderating : influence .. at Warfaw, 
in .naming a flieoeflor, as they.h&d don§ 
at the deceafe of ‘ bfe father, in 1733, 
:Under thefe circumftances. ffie certainly 
■(might, and fhe pjjoJjnbJy.did ^OTure 

her 
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her exertions in His faVor,' if Fortune fhould 
enable her to afford him effe&ual affiftance. 
r So convinced were , the Saxon Minifters 
of Staniflaus’s carrying on . fome : fecret 
negotiations or proje6ts in concert with the 
Great Duchefs, to the prejudice of Au- 
guftus’s intereft, that they recalled him from 
Peterfburgh. Prince Charles of Saxony 
then, redded in the court of Elizabeth,- by 
whom he was much cherilhed and prote&ed. 
Catharine, inconfolable at the' intelligence 
of her favorite's recall, condefcended to 
apply to the Prince, and befought his in- 
terpofition with the King his father, to allow 
Poniatowfki’s continuance in Ruffia. He, who 
was then in high favor with the Emprefs, 
and had been recently raifed by her to the 
dignity of Duke of Courland, refufed to 
•gratify the Great Duchefs, or to interfere 
in favor of her lover. Staniflaus, after 
•many vain efforts to prolong his flay, re- 
lu6tantly quitted Peterfburgh; but Catharine 
•never forgave the rejeftion of. her requeft, 

and 
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fifed feVerefy revenged it in the feqnel otk 
dbe Houfe of Saxony. v 
After the deceafe ©fEhaibetb, Peter the 
Third, during his {hart reign* extended his 
views to Poland. He had even daftined the 
crown, whenever it ihould become vacant, 
for Prince Adam Czartorifki, coufin by the - 
maternal'fide to Staniflaus; a young noble** 
man, who from his defcent, immenfe for# 
feme, expefifations, and alliances, might 
juffly pretend to fuch an elevation. But 
the fudden deposition of Peter in the faraa 
year, opened a new fcene; and it was fol* 
lowed at no long interval, by the death of 
Auguflas the Third, who expired at Dsefdea 
hi October, 1763. Catharine inftandy 
turned her principal attention towards War* 
law. Eleven months of Interregnum elapfed 
before the vacant throne was filled; and her 
choke, however it might have bean m reality 
fused, long appeared to be doubtful. Van* 
pus Pofifh noblemen were propofed as can* . 
didates: but at kngth, Prince Repnin the 

Ruffian 
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jtsftian ambaffador named Sianiflaua, Count 
Pomatowlki, as the fortunate object of the 
Empress fele&ion. It is not my intention 
to outer upon this part of his ftory, which 
is matter of hiftorioal publicity. Force 
having overruled the deliberations of the 
Diet, and filenced all oppofition, Stanifiaus 
was declared King* 

His election might be considered in fa£k 
as not more illegal than the three preceding 
ones; in each of which, Saxon, Swedilh, 
or Mufcevite troops, aided by gold, had 
railed the pretender whole caufe they 
tefpoufed to the-throne of Poland. But in 
ah former inftances, the foreign iatesierenoe 
was either immediately withdrawn ; or at 
lead better concealed after the elevpftipn of 
the fuccefsfol candidate, in whqfa behalf it 
had been employed. Catharine the Second 
did not imitate the moderation of her pier 
decefibr the Emprefs Anne, in this refp 
Fan from meaning to render Stanjflacs im- 
depeitdent of her prote&ipn; on the com* 
trsry, ihe clearly manifeftqd her m te nth n t 

to' 
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to retain him in her immediate dependence, 
and to govern Poland «as a province, under 
the forms of a free Republic. Her troops, 
quartered in the vicinity of Warfaw,. equally 
awed the Sovereign whom fhe had created, 
and the nation which lhe oppreffed. Accus¬ 
tomed as the Poles had always been to ex- 
temal interference in the election of their 
tings, they were not broken down to 
Slavery. Refiftance, confederations, infur- 
xeCtions, and civil war under every form, 
laid <wafte the. country; while, the King 
remained a paffive or a helplefs fpe&ator of 
.the multiplied calamities inflicted . on his 
unfortunate fubjeCts. • 

The; firft years- of his' reign, from 1764 
to 1767, were neverthelefs. devoted almoft 
entirely to pleafure and diffipatiop; a con¬ 
duct the more culpable and cenfurabte, as 
he had already pafled the period, of .human 
life, at which the "violence of the paflions 
•may be pleaded in excufe. When crowned 
in November 1764, he. wanted only two 
months of .thirty-three years complete. Iijr 
v. Read 
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Head of adojMnig ttiefefctreS which indicated 
felly vigdtir of mihd, ted which might even¬ 
tually lead to his emancipation, Staniflaus 
confirmed his political chains, by manifeft- 
ing a cfi$>ofitrort at bnce yielding, indolent* 
fend fubmifirte. No economy was obferved 
in ids ex^ences* and no limits were affixed 
to his profufion. Three parties, on his ac- 
ceffion, difputed the government of the new 
monarch; At the head of the firft were his 
two uncles, the Princes Czartoriflci, whdfe 
tidvteced age, high rank, and character, 
ftertied t6 point them out as the proper 
udvifcrs artd conductors of their hepheW. 
They did- in fk6fc enjoy for fome time, a 
corifidertAfle 'degree of power and influence; 
The 1 feebtra faCtion confifted of his Majcft/s 
tftfie. 1 brothers; the;'Great Chamberlain, the 
GeherUlj and the Abb6, now Biftiop of 
Ploctfko. ‘ The third ‘party was compofed 
of thedWdies of the Court, among whom the 
prific^fal figure wa^the PrincefsLubUmirika ^ 
dkftgfettt to PririCe Czartorilki. Hfer per- 
fonal attractions, accomplifliittents, and in- 
vox. ii. E timate 
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timate connexion with the Kin£ her coufin, 
gave her an afcendancy over him, which 
did not tend to raife him in the public efti- 
mation. 

While clouds were cohering on every 
fide; regardlefs, of futurity, he pafled the 
greater part of his time among women, 
occupied in purfuits of gallantry, in puerile 
amufements, or in luxurious exhibitions of 
, tafte and magnificence. Far from acquiring 
in his chara6ter of a Sovereign, the efteem 
of his fubje&s, he did not even retain the 
good opinion of the Emprefs,; who, it is 
evident, well knew how to appreciate the 
qualities and talents of her former lover. 
When Count Rzewufki, whd is now “ Ma- 
rechal de la Coin*,” was at PetertflLigh fome 
years ago, Catharine converting with him 
on the fubjeft of Stanifl^us, “ Le Hoi mon 
maitre,” faid Rzewufki,. “ prend Henri 
“ Quatre pour fon modele.”—“ Apparem- 
ment,” anfwered the Emprefs, “ ce n’eft 
que dans fee fpiblefle^qu’il veut.inaiter k 
“ Roi de France.” 

.' . u 
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court OT BimirKV etc. . gi 
If the prefent King had pofl&fled a ftrohg 
and vigaroinrmmd', if to. neconony - ' ho; had 
added jwlicy* deeifibn, r and energy-of.cha 5 - 
ra&er; it is probable that. Poland- hught 
hare -beempreferved from total: ruin/ But, 
had he taeen call in fiich a mould* Catha¬ 
rine, ; ioftead of (placing him on the throne* 
would dcrabtleft. have fedufoy% -excluded 
him from .it. Ah 7 obvious means iof 

ftrengthening and fuppofting himlelfagainft 
the Ruffian tyranny, was by cohttia£kth£ a 
foreign wartfiihohial alliance. Its; expcdi-* 
ency was-iferongly incnloated by his. retd 
friends* <who urged hiih to opflia negotiation 
for the parpofe; and it is with reafian; hew 
lieved thathd might have obtained the hand 
of. a prrncefs ef Saxony* /Such a cohaexidq 
Wotdd perhaps harej.tended eventually ito 
conciliate* as well ae.id, Attach, the JCabindt 
of Vienna, ■ without whole approbation and 
piitidpation, the djfmeinberfnent- of: ithd 
kingdom which we /hene .witnofifed* /could 
not have taken place* but Ststriiflaus* what* 
eVCr tier# hU moti^s^ Jpfejfer wbuldzlpe ip*' 

£ 3 . duced 
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duced to make thOrequifite dctmapdltb the 
Court <d>fDresden. ••; lie :vraa ronquehttiiiabiy 
difluaded' from !it .bytibe jlad^s-'w^ih film 
rounded/ihina, and ) who dreaded the ex* 
tin&ioii naf their. mdkseiice/TUt tl^e arrival if 
a ffctae%ni queen.' There; is!.not aufy prefci 
bility thatihe wifi tibir evefe be nianrifed;. nax 
if he were that it could hake raony fttix b* 
cal ooofequencas. The\deftiny of-Poland 
is brevakrabfcy decided*; ' . ; •» , ; f .■ 

• Entertainments of/the moftflwfied-lux* 
uiy, comedies, operas* and ad .the diwrfion* 
of an effeminate or diffdlute. oovih,' occupied 
every moment, and feehued taleayd him 
no! time for any furious bufinpfr*; : Theft 
fpe6fo«&es emptied the royal icedfera* and 
phingeddhe 'King, thoagh' hie kovemue was 
atnpldj into, a iftate of . poverty. - Many. x»f 
themoofr verycimftdesable funvvand (in 
tafte might vie with-the moft fpkodkh e«> 
hibitibnsOf thelbft^sr-prefent centtery. The 
fcowrteem in their gave fimilaP' epteri- 
tahimaftts for of the. Sot 

vtrhgn. A gtandfen of Augaftusthe- 8e* 
i . v • L'l cond* 
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couarr, or bbbms, arc. * 
eohdy CaundiMAzrnfki: {forth; whole riMtheir 
I «»'weftabqtiaiiittd ; afcEtrefden). was con* 
ityxithd; at '6ne& faTOurite, inimfter, 'and 
dirO&cir crfibe royal ple&farH. He pofleffedf 
gieafedielicaciy of fancy ; his prodigality for 
theindtilgfence of it. It new no bounds; add 
aftef!'having expanded h» whole fortune 
in^a fbdrt timfe, ‘ho now ibbfifts wholly, cin 
thtpdkmaty iofl Steuriflaus. In 6ne of thf 
foperb'ffitesgiven ?by Mofzmfki to Ms royal 
faaftgr* there feetns fo have beericombined 
ewfery > variety, whkthan elegaht imagination 
cmikl -iiWaat or afifembie. Mr. Wroughton, 
Mho was prefent atbmoft or all of thefe ,env 
Attainments,. favoured me iwith a’defcription 
of tfad one in queflion, which I fhall repeat, 
as ft will convey to you feme idea of Polilh 
shannons and magnificence. 

* > It'took place in furrimet, arid confided 
of ftxty pecfonS; thirty of each fex. After 
a fumptiious repaft, a comedy was performed 
in a'! bedding conftrufted exprefely tor the 
oecafion. The whole company, habited iri 
fancy dfrefies, next embarked in barges on 

• i E 3 : • the 
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the Viftula, attended by bands .of mhfic. 
An ifland, fortified and defended by women 
in the drefs of Amazons, the Queen Hyps 
polita at their head, having prefented itfelf 
to the view, a mock combat: enfued, in 
which the King was the principal aflkdatrt. 
They did not however make a long, or an 
ohftinate refiftance; and Hyppolita, fob 
lowed by her female train, laid their fjpears 
at the feet of the royal Thefeus; ftlr whole 
diverfion they then exhibited an opera. A 
fupper and a ball fucceeded: while on other 
iflands in the ftream of the Viftula, were 
difplayed fire-works and .illuminations. It 
muft be admitted that nothing more claffi- 
Cally elegant could have been given by the 
Princes of the Houfe of Medids, at Pife, 
or at Florence. But fuch cafily amufements 
were ill lliiited to Staniflaus’s pecuniary re¬ 
sources. The expence of the evening did 
not fall ihort of near fix thoufand pounds 
fterling ; and in the courfe of one year, the 
King laid out about forty-five thoufand 
pounds in theatrical qr mufical exhibitions, 
19 Mr, 
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Mr. Wroughton, who had kribwn Stanis¬ 
laus in a private ftation as Count Ponia- 
towfki, and had alvfttys lived with him on 
terms of the moft intimate familiarity, be¬ 
held with regret 1 his profiifion, and deter¬ 
mined to remoriftrate with him. Ufing the 
freedom of an old arid faithful friend, he 
ventured to reprCSent to his Majefty the im¬ 
prudence. of fueh expence, which while it 
impoverifhed himfelf, obliged no one.. The 

King, far from being offended, lifteried with 

' * * 

attention.; but attempted to juftify itas po¬ 
litical, Since it tended to render him popular; 
by conciliating the affections of his fubje&s. 
“ I imitate,” faid he, “ my great predecef- 
“ for Auguftus the Second, one of the moft 
“ amiable of princes, who difplayed the 
“ fame profufion from fimilar motives.” 
It was in vain that the Englifh Minifter en¬ 
deavoured to convince him how ill the 
precedent applied: Staniflaus continued 
incorrigible. He lavished immenfe films at 
the fame time, in conftruCting a palace at 
Ujafdow, which 1 went to fee fome days 
ago, and which exhibits at this moment a 
E 4 linking 
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{hiking monument of folly and gcp^igality, 
Ujafdow.ftande on a bib,, about 
tats. of 3 mile frpm \Yarfpw, and w$s bfgna 
by Auguftus the &ecqnd; at whqfe dpcedb 
it fell to a -Prince pf thejmbpnwiki fandyi 
from whom it was purchased by Staujiflausi 
However fncredijde itjnqyappeafo ;ther§ is 
pp doubt that .he.,b?a expended above 
two hundred thquipnd pounds, op the edihpej 
It if a prodigious pile pf building, refenabling 
more a eonveqt than a paJacp, uj$ndbe& 
ruinous, and w»U probably.-remain. % evear 

uninhabited* ♦ ... .:. 

In the midfb of thefe- oqpi^atipnp,. if fqeb^ 
they can, he deemed y Poland b ec ame a.fcene 
of mortality, infurre&ipn, and c^n^ge. 
Many thoufand pprfqns were carried.pff by 
the plague. The confederate nobles, who 
.maintained the illegality pf thp 
tion,' endeavoured at puce. t». dapple b«a> 
and to expel their pppreflTors the Ruifians, 
Saxony furpilhed them with pecuniary 
plies; while the plunder of ftich provincos 
or towns as refused tojo^n them, contributed 
tp fupport their troops, The cabinet of 

i_ Berlin 
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Bei&Q fopnedthe tonj^, Ufe the fotaq.fkne 
tht^Frenoe^Pd’ AuftriaiextendedtO: the in* 
forgents ihdife$: affiftmice .in seen -or in 
money. But, though ^mbartafied by the 
war in which foe Was engaged with .the 
Wvu^ 4 > CathennO nevegthdeis! repreffed the 
Rofes, eut in piece? their' confederacies, and 
»fifert|ed her fupcriarrt/, To fo wretched a 
Bate was. the.-country reduced, that Stanif- 
fousrhardly efteemfcd hiiafelf fafe even in 
Warfew; and at the distance of a league 
from the metarojaoljs in evjety direction, had 
he ventured fo for, he would have been can. 
yied off by the rebels. Thus a prifoner ia 
his own capital, his Situation was, it muff 
be Owned, tit once the meft helplefs and the 
aaott humiliating: he owed his crown folely 
to the Ruffians, ,and a murmur cm "his past 
againft their, exceffes, might precipitate him 
from the eminence to which they had raffed 
him. Even his remonstrances to them 
agafoft the outrages which .they committed, 
were treated with, difregard, <or heard with 
jadiffoieace. 


On 
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' Oil the other* hand, no refource prefetoted 
itfeif to Stanifiaftis, in the affeCtion or loyalty 
of his fubje&s. To the confederates, as 
they denied his title, and detefted his per¬ 
son, he could not fly for refuge. Such was 
their antipathy to him, that they refolved 
to put him to death, as the primary authoF 
■of the calamities of his country, and as a 
man wholly dependent on Catharine the 
Second, their enemy and their tyrant. They 
executed their purpofe in part, with aftonifh- 
ing audacity and faceefs; though it is dif¬ 
ficult to conceive what benefit could have 
accrued to them, or to Poland, from ’ the 
deftruCtion of Staniflaus, if it had been 
effected. The Emprefs would eafily have 
fubftituted in his place another phantom of 
royalty, had fuch a one been requifitc; and 
her victorious forces would not lefs have 
fuppreffed every effort on their part at na¬ 
tional emancipation. The attempt to aflaf- 
finate the King, was, in itfeif an event fo 
extraordinary, and all the circumftances 

• attending 
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attending it are fo incredible, blit at the 
fame time fo chara&eriffic of the nation, 
that I {hall give it in detail from indiA 
putable authorities. . 

' Pulawfki, a Polifh nobleman, who com¬ 
manded one of the many bodies 'of the 
confederate troops, by which the country 
was then ravaged and defolated, • firft fet 
on foot the eriterprife to aflaffinate Stanis¬ 
laus. He is acknowledged by the Rhffians 
themfelves, to have been a leader of eminent 
military talents, which he difplayed on a 
variety of occasions. Having chofen three 
chiefs for cpndu&ing the attempt, named 
Lukawfki, Strawinlki, and 'Kofinfki, he 
allowed them to fele6fc thirty-feven other 
afibciates for its execution, the whole band 
being, about forty in number. Willing to 
add the Solemnity of a religious obligation 
to the motives of intereft, the enthufiafm 
of party Spirit, and the hopes of reward; 
Pulawfki made the three chiefs take an 
oath, their hands joined between his, either 
to deliver the King alive into his pofleffion. 
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of ini cafe* that {Mould- 'be inrpoffiblev in flit 
trim to dbath; This eeremon^ took jdacd 
at the ttrarrl of Caiftochbw, in Oteat Pblamdi 
Dttrini, who is now Vicedegate at Avignon* 
and wbw - was theh -the papal Nuhttio at the 
Cotart'of Wdrfaw,. being at Ceeftochow* 
lent his fehftionto the entenprife< - Infti* 
gafted by. furious aeaifagainftthe Diffident** 
whorft he detefted ; as. heretics, and whom 
he behaved to be ptofioftecl by. Stlniilaus, 
he even proceeded farther,, and bellowed 
his benedi&ion antbie weapons delivered to 
the eonfpiratora fofthe pnrptofcof afTaflimt* 
ingr feheif Sovereign. ; • Thfe prefeht . ago 
fearcefy caa’fuinifh Jb.-ftriking ait iuftancfe 
of fanguihary bigotry,' which refembles 
rather the. fpirit of the times of Catharine 
of Medicis, and Philip the Secobd, than 
the'charsufter of a period difririgndhed for 
M&gkwas toleration, and almoft ■ iodirffert- 
ptoev • i .«* 

The : eonlpiratorsv thus doubly famiihed 
•with'i fpititual eshorfcartiou add temporal 
asms*-left Cdefltjchow^apd ftt dtifc for Wad* 

law. 
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few, it was, . bawewr dby w* .means eaify j to 
$btttUie»tratioe into the city, whwhfthbugh 

wtt:: fortified, /Wts Tucrewnded With iiawi 

.* 

thnewh; up to prevehfe *he! i»tradu&»n. «f*be 
pbguej rod at different parte o£ .which 
whiiy, Ruffian or Pohlhiifentitiieia! Were; Aar* 
tinned- lA ordearto Urtoount thri impedi* 
»e«b, they had theaefore recouufe to £bau 
tegpjxu Out the fieondof November 1771, 
they .difguded theniftives as peafants;; * their 
kiddies, arfma, and urofithms being: ooricaaled 
tinddrthe-hay which they brought in wag v 
gmst The artifice completely fucceeded 1 
rod as theyr • aambeis: .eap<rfe<jl them • erory 
moment to fofcorvery, ifcrwps determined 
pmt .to poftpoH®, the execution of the attempt. 
OtfQ«mftrotea partkuife% fevouiuble, lenat- 
hied thsha fo proceed to action' on the £& 
lowing night. ■ > 

1' The King, upon that'evening, Sundays 
the third of November, had paid a vifit to 
Ida unde; Prince Czartoshki, grand chapr 
cellar of Lithuania. ; Between nine andien 
o'clock he let out tp return. to the pakoe, 

which 
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which is not much more than a quartet of 
a mile diftant, through the moft frequented 
and populous ftreets of Warfaw. The night 
was extremely dark, and as I have already 
obferved, the capital of Poland has no 
lamps. Stanislaus had in the coach with -him 
an aide-du-camp of the name ofPoniatowfki, 
a diftant relation of his family; and about 
fifteen or fifteen attendants accompanied 
the carriage, fome of whom were armeii 
with fwords or fabfes. Scarcely, had he 
proceeded two hundred paces from the hotel 
of Prince Czartorifki, when the coach was 
furrounded by a band of men, who com* 
mended the poftillion to flop on pain of 
inftant death. They, at the fame time, 
fired a number of fhots into the carriage?, 
Several of which paftbdithrough hisM&jefty’s 
fur cloak. I have examined.it, and feeh 
.the holes made in;it byithe bullets, which 
fufficiently atfeft the magnitude of thedan* 
ger which he incurred; It deems almoft 
miraculous, that he ffiouliL have then ef’eaped 
without a: wonndiof any kind.'-.i . j 

Among 
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' Among the train of attendants who fol¬ 
lowed die cdach, only one, a Heyduque, 
attempted to refill, or to defend his mailer. 
He was (hot in that gallant a6t, and expire! 
next morning of th6 wound which he re¬ 
ceived. I ought not to omit that: he was a 
proteftant, and that the King allows a pen- 
fion to his widow and family. But his 
example was not imitated by any other 
pf the perftmsprefent, who flying in . dif¬ 
ferent directions, abandoned their Sove¬ 
reign to fiis fete. Even the aide-du-camp, 
who had the honour to be' feated with Sta- 
niflaus in the carriage, and who bore the 
fame name, ignominioufly forfook him, and 
concealed hipifelf from the rage of the 
afiaftins, by taking fhelter under a little 
wooden bridge laid acrofs the gutter of the 
ftreet. He is become, as he merited, .tniii 
yerfelly defpicable, and now. lives obfcurely 
in Lithuania. . 

Meanwhile the King,, who;,: to his honour* 
feenas never to have loft his prefence of mind 
throughout the whole trabfaCtion, finding 

that 
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that he was left nearly alone in the midft of 
the ruffians, opened the door of the carriage) 
with defign to eflfefif, if poffible, his effeape; 
The darkneft of the night favoured the 
attempt, and he had already got out of the 
coach, when the affaffins feized him by the 
hair, exclaiming in Polilh, with horrible 
execrations, “ We have thee now: thy 
u hour is come I” One of them discharged 
apiftol at him ib dole, that he fat the heat 
©f the flafh; while another cut him fc fe* 
verely acrofs the' head with his fibre, that 
it penetrated to thefkull. They then laid 
hold of his Majefty by the cottar,- and twb 
among them mounting on horfeback, drag** 
ged him along the ground between their 
horfes, at full gallop, for near five hundred 
paces* through the Greets of WarfavK 
However wonderful it may ; appear, they 
met with no impediment or oppofitiOft. 
A Ruffian fentinel, at fome diftaace 'floiH 
the place where they firft flopped : and 
feized the King, heaving a-noife, called t© 
them.;: bat, as they ahfwered, -or pretended 
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to anfwer in his own language, he allowed 
them to pals without moleftation, conceiv¬ 
ing them to be a Ruls patrole. 

All was confuiion- and diforder during 
this time at die Royal Palace, where the 
leathered and terrified domeftics had carried 
the alarm. The foot-guards ran immedi¬ 
ately to the fpot from whence Stanidaus had 
been forced away; but, finding nothing ex¬ 
cept his hat all bloody, and the bag of his 
hair, they concluded that he was murdered.’ 
Throughout the capital, univerfal confter- 
nation prevailed, and die confpirators pro¬ 
fited of the terror, to bear away their 
prize. Perceiving however,, that he was 
not able to follow them longer on foot, and 
that he had already almoft loft his refpira- 
tion, from the violence with which they had 
dragged him along, they fet him on horfo- 
back. They then redoubled their fpeed,, 
from the fear of being overtaken. Ar¬ 
riving at the ditcb or lines drawn round 
Warfaw, they compelled him to leap Ids 
borfe acrofs, in performing which the ani- 
-*• vox*, si*. . P xnal 
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mal fell twice, and at the fecond' fell broke 
his leg. Regardlefs of the circumftance, 
they immediately mounted his Majefty on 
. another, covered as he was' with blood and 
dirt. 

The principal difficulties attending the 
enterprife feemed now to be at an end, 
fince they had got clear of the metropolis: 

- but the darknefs of the night, which had 
hitherto facilitated its fuccefs, impeded its 
completion; and the precipitation of the 
chiefs, who, ihftead of terminating the bu- 
fihefs, as they might eafily have done,- were 
artxioul* to claim their • refpe&ive (hares of 
merit iii its' execution, finally extricated 

■ the King. No faoner had he pafled the 
lines, than they all fell upon him, and be- 

■ gUn to plunder him; Lukawiki tearing off 
• with his own hand the riband of the'order 
of the “ Black Eagle,” which Staniflaus 
wore round his neck, arid the diamond crofs 

r . . „ 

appendant to it. His motive- for this a£t 
of violenceCwas nOt-fo- f much topoflefs him- 
felf of the King’s effefts ;..as. Jovprove to 
20 ' Pulawfki 
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Pulawlki and the confederates, that Stanift 
• ' ' laus.was a priibner in their hands, and al¬ 
ready on his way to the army. The riband, 
of the “ Black Eagle,” which had been 
conferred by the King of Pruflia on' his 
Polilh Majefty when Count Poniatowfki, 
would be, he conceived with reafon, an 

• incpnteftable ..evidence to his'“employers, 

• that the attempt had been crowned with 
1 coniplete fucpefs. Lukawlki then quitted 

the King, as did 5trawinlki, and a great 
number of their followers, who Carried the 
intelligence to their refpe&ive leaders; leav¬ 
ing Staniflaus in the cuftody of Kofiniki, 
and fix of the band. Of all the articles in 
his Majefty's pockets, only his tablets eft 
caped their rapacity; . and he requefted of 
them to leav.e him his handkerchief, which 
they did without difficulty. 

After the departure of Lukawlki, and fb 
many of his aflociates, the few remaining 
confpirators, headed by Kofinfki, conti¬ 
nued their flight; but, as they could dift 
J tinguisli nothing on account of the dark- 

f 3 nefsy 
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nefs, andSvere befides unacquainted with 
the ground, they knew not which way to 
. direct their courfe. At every ftep, from 
the inequality, or the (lippery nature of 
the fields, through which they wandered, 
the horfes were unable to keep their legs: 
they therefore obliged the King td follow 
them on foot with only one Ihbe, the other 
being loft in the dirti Finding, neverthe- 
lefs, that they only ftrayed, through the mea¬ 
dows, and apprehenfive, every moment, of 
being overtaken, they again placed him on 
horfeback, two of them holding him each 
by the hand, and a third leading his horfe 
by ti e bridle, From the time of their pafi- 
ling the lines, the inferior confpirators incefi* 
fantly demanded of Kofinfki, whether the 
moment was not arrived in which to put 
the King to death. Their demands became; 
more eager and clamorous, in proportion 
to the increafe of the difficulties which 
feemed to prevent their efcape. 

It is impoffible,' on a review of the' whole 
tranfa&ion, not to allow that Staniflaus 


was 
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•was cool and mafter of himfelf, under cir¬ 
cumstances fo calculated to bereave him, or 
any man, of his ufual recollection. Per¬ 
ceiving that his conductors were taking a 
path which would lead them to a village 
named Burakow, in which fome Ruffians 
were Rationed, he warned them not to 
enter it, and apprized them of the danger. 
This intimation, which at firft fight appears 
to have been fo extraordinary, or injudi¬ 
cious, was neverthelefs dictated by admira¬ 
ble good fenfe. He apprehended, not with¬ 
out reafbn, that on being aftailed by a Ruf¬ 
fian guard, the affaffins would inftantly 
complete their work; and after cutting him 
to pieces with their fabres, confult their 
own fafety in flight. By giving them notice 
of the rilk that they incurred, he in fome 
degree gained their confidence. In effeCt, 
he remarked that his conduCt feemed to 
ioften them, as it implied that he did not 
meditate to make his efcape out of their 
hands. The attitude in which he was held 
down on the faddle, becoming fo painful as 

* 3 . t0 
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to he quite infupportable, he entreated of 
them at leaf! to allow him to fit more at his 
eafe, to mount him on another horfe, and 
to give him a boot. They gratified him in 
his requests; and continuing their progrefs, 
as. chance dire6ted, acrofs almoft impaffable 
lands, they arrived at the entrance of the 
wood of Bielany, only a league diftant from 
, Warfaw. 

That metropolis meanwhile prefented a 
fcene of general confufion, no perfon know¬ 
ing what road the affaflins had taken, and 
many conceiving that it was more danger¬ 
ous to purfue, than to allow them to carry 
off their prey; fince if overtaken, they 
would infallibly maffacre the King in the 
firft inftance. Several of the Nobility mount¬ 
ed, neverthelefs, their horfes, and following 
the track of the confpirators as well as they 
were able, got to the place where Stanif- 
Jaus had paffed the lines'. There they found 
his “ Peliffe,” which had been left behind in 
the precipitation of his flight; it was pierced 
with holes made by the bullets or fabres, 

and 
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' « » 

5tpd stained with ■ blood • in many parts.^ 
After fucK teftimonies, little doubt could 
be entertained that its owner was no more, 

. t 

and the King's death was univerfally con- 
fidered as certain.. 

During this time he ftill remained in 
the hands of Kofinlki, and. his fix aflo- 
ciates, who continued to advance with him 
into the wood of Bielany, when they were 
faddenly hailed by a Ruffian patrole. They 
immediately held a fort of council; at the 
end of which, four diiappeared. The other 
three, forced him to difmount and walk; 
but fcarcely had a quarter of an hour 
elapfed, before a fecond Ruffian guard chah 
lenged them. Terrified at the danger, the 
two inferior confpirators fled, leaving Sta-. 
niflaus alone with Kofinlki; who holding his 
fabre over the King, menaced him with 
inftant death, if he attempted delay of re- 
fiftanCe. ; Overcome with fatigue, added to 
the pain of his bruises, he only implored 
his conductor to stop, and to fuffer him to 
lake a moment's repofe. But Kofinlki re- 
> y 4 lufed, 
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filled, at the fame time informing him that 
beyond the wood they ftiould find a car¬ 
riage. Thus compelled, they proceeded to¬ 
gether till they found themfelves at the gate 
of the convent of Bielany. 

His Majefty now began to conceive fome 
hopes of extricating himfelf, which were 
increafed by perceiving that his condu6tor, 
who wandered without knowing where he 
was, feemed to be loft in thought, and agi¬ 
tated by refle&ions. Defirous to profit of 
thefe fymptoms of irrefolution, he faid to 
Kofiniki, “ I fee you are embarraffed which 
“ way to proceed; let me therefore enter 
“ the convent of Bielany, and do you pro- 
“ vide for your own fafety.”—“ No,” re¬ 
plied he, “ I have fwom.” They conti¬ 
nued therefore to walk on in filence till they 
came to Mariemont, a finall palace belong¬ 
ing to the EJe&or of Saxony, not more 
than two miles from Warfaw. Kofiniki ex- 
preflpd fome fatisfa£tion at recognifing the 
place, and the King ftill eameftly requefting. 
a moment’s reft, the other at length cori- 

fented 
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fentedL They fat down on the ground to* 
gether; Staniflaus endeavouring to improve 
the time, in order to foften his condu&or, 
and induce him to favour, or permit his 
efcape. 

To this end he reprefented to Kofinfki 
the atrocity of the crime which he com¬ 
mitted, in having undertaken to murder 
his Sovereign, and the invalidity of any 
oath adminiftered to him, for the perpe¬ 
tration of fo heinous an offence. In reply 
the other alledged, that far from being the 
prote&or of his people, Staniflaus a6ted as 
their oppreffor; and he particularly enume¬ 
rated fome recent a6ts of government, which 
in their operation were not lefs pernicious 
than they were cruel. The unfortunate 
King admitted the fa6t; but in his-juftifi- 
cation affured Kofinlki, that the meafures 
alluded to, were carried into execution by 
a ftronger power than his; namely the au¬ 
thority of the Baron de Stackelberg, the 
Ruffian embaffador. “ It was no longer 
“ ago thani this very day,” added he, “ that 

“ I took 


I 
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“ .J took him afide at the drawing-room, 

“ .and reihonftrated with him for fome time, 

* 

“.upon the feverity pf,the orders in quef- 
“;tiorj” “ That, may, be true,” anfwered 
Kofinfki; “ for I was myfelf at Court this 
morning, concealed among- the crowd; 
and I remarked that you was for fbme 
“* minutes engaged in earneft converfation 
at the window, with the Ruffian Mini- 
fter,” 

' This incident feemed to make fuch an 
impreffion on his mind, that lie even let 
drop expreffions of concern and remorfe; 
but fuddenly recolle6ting himfelf, “ If/' faid 
he, “ I ffiould confent, and condu6t your 
“ back to Warfaw, what will be the con- 
“ fequence ? I ffiall be taken and executed.” 
The reflection plunged him into new irrefo- 
lution. “ I give you my word of honour,” 
anfwered Staniflaus, “ that no harm ffiall 
•“ happen to you; but if you doubt my pro- 
“ mife, efcape while there is Rijl time! I 
cart find ipy way to fome place of fecurity, 
and I will certainly d.ireCt your purfuers 
, : > ' ' * ' “ to 
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* e to take the contrary road to that which 
“ you have chofen.” Touched by fo gene- • 
rous an affurance, Kofinfki, already fhaken, 
could no longer contain his emotions: he 
threw himfelf at the King’s feet, implored 
his Majefty’s forgivenefs for the crime which 
had been led to commit, and fwore to 
defend him againft every enemy, relying 
totally on his generofity for pardon and 
prefervation. The King reiterated his en- v 
gagements of protection. Judging how-'* 
ever, that it would be prudent to gain fome 
afylum without delay, and recollecting that 
there was a mill at a little diflance, he im- 
ipediately made towards it. They arrived* 
at the door in a few minutes. 

Kofinfki, by the King’s defire, knocked,^ 
but no ahfwer was returned. He then 
broke a pane of glafs in the window, and^ 
entreated that they would afford fhelter 
to a. nobleman who had been plundered 
by robbers. The mailer of the hut pe¬ 
remptorily refufed, fuppofing them to be 
banditti, and for above half an hour con¬ 
tinued 
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tinued to perfift in his denial of opening 
the door. Staniflaus therefore at length 
approached, and fpeaking through the 
broken pane, endeavoured to perfuade the 
miller to admit him under the roof; add¬ 
ing, “ If we were robbers, as you appre- 
“ hend, it would be eaiy for us to ufe vio- 
“ lence, and to break the whole window, 
“ inftead of one pane ” The argument 
prevailed; they opened the door, and ad¬ 
mitted him. He immediately wrote on his 
tablets, which had accidentally efcaped the 
rapacity of the aflaffins, a few lines to Ge¬ 
neral Cocceii, Colonel of the firft regiment 
of foot-guards. They were literally as fol¬ 
lows : “ Par une efpece de miracle je fuis 
feuve des mains des aflaffins. Je fuis 
“ ici, au petit moulin de Mariemont. Ve- 
“ nez au plutot, me tirer d’ici, Je fuis 
“ bleflfe, mais pas fort." It was not wi fa- 
put the utmoft difficulty that he could per¬ 
fuade any one to carry the note to War- 
few ; as the people of the mill Hill believed 
him to be, what he profefled himfelf, a 

gen- 
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gentleman who had been attacked and 
. wounded by robbers. Kofinfki offered to 
reftore to his Majefty every thing which he 
had taken from his perfon, but Staniflaus 
left, him all, except the blue riband of the 
“ White Eagle.” 

' On .the arrival of the me'ffenger at War- 
iaw, the general joy, heightened by afto- 
. nifhment, was incredible. General Cocceii, 
accompanied by a detachment of the guards, 
rode inftantly to the mill, where he foupd 
Kofinfki ftanding at the door with his fabre 
drawn, who admitted him as foori as he 
recognized his perfon. A fcene equally cu¬ 
rious and affe&ing took place on his en¬ 
trance into the hut. The firft obje6l-which 
prefented itfelf, was the King ftretched on 
the floor, covered with the miller’s cloak, 
dunk into a fort of fleep or of irifenfibility, 
. caufed by fatigue. Cocceii threw nimfelf 
•t his Majefty's feet, calling'him Kis So¬ 
vereign, and killing his hand. It was then 
for .thg firft time, that the miller and his 
family difcovered the quality of their gueft; 

and 
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and they foon followed the example of the 
General, by throwing themfelves on their 
knees. I have heard General CJocceii relate 
thefe circumftances, and I have been at the 
mill itfelf, rendered celebrated by’fo extra¬ 
ordinary an event: it is a wretched Polifh 
hovel, remote from any hodfe or habita¬ 
tion. Staniflaus has gratefully recoinpenfed 
its owner, by building him a mill upon the 
Viftula, and adding to it a fmall peniion. 

About five o’clock in the morning; the 
King arrived in Cocceii’s carriage, at his 
, palace in the .capital. Scarcely would the 
^people credit, the evidence of their fenfes, 
/when they faw him return, or believe that 
T He was ftill alive. Nothing could in fa£fc 
. be more wonderful,' or more contrary to all 
. probability. His wdund, though deep, was 
not dangerous, and he foon recovered the 
perfonal bruifes and injuries which he had 
iuffered on that memorable night. But he 
long preferved, and ftill retains the impref- 
fion made on His mind, by fo'defperate an 
attempt. Well aware how much the Con- 
. - vii. federates 
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federates detefted, and confidered-'feiria as 
the author.of the calamities of- Poland*, he 
had always' entertained apprehenfions 'that 
their vengeance would aim at his life. - Even 
how he cannot be confidered as exempt from 
fimilar, or perhaps greater misfortunes.’ 

On the day fubfequent to his affafiina- 
tion, Mr. Wroughton haftened to congratu¬ 
late him on his efcape; and StaniflauS re¬ 
lated to him the tranfaCtion, in nearly the 
fame words which I have ufed. Then taking 
him by the hand, “ I 'always believed,” faid 
he,my dear Wroughton, that theCon- 
“ federates would execute what you* have 
“ witnefled, and I have -proved but too 
“ .right in my conjecture. Yet, merely for 
“ my life I was not afraid, from the mo- 
“ irient that inftead of difpatching ihe, as 
they might have done, I found-that the 
“ Confpirators carried me.out of the city. 
“ I imagined indeed, that their intention 
“ was. to conduCt me to the confederate 
army, and to put me to death :>but I 
**. noilriftied - fome faint * hopes, that if I 

could 
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r pould convince them i had never merited 
“ their hatred, I might fucqeed in winning 
f< : them over to my fide. - I even fqueezed 
4t Kofinfki’s hand in mine, while he plun- 
**•dered me of my etfeCts; hopeful to 
“ awaken in him fentiments of loyalty, or 
“ at leaft of compaflion.” Stanifiaus, who 
knpw his countrymen well, relied not with- 
. . out reafon, on the levity, flexibility, and 
ineonfiftency of character which diftinguifti 
... the Poles as a nation. 

. It is hardly to be credited, that of three 
chiefs to whom the enterprize was intrufted, 
two fhould quit him at . the moft critical 
moment, in order to carry the intelligence 
to their employers, inftead of fulfilling the 
objeCt of their attempt; and that the third 
. fhould be won over by Stanifiaus, tp con¬ 
duct him back to his capital. Nor is it 
more eafy to conceive how men, when once 
; . worked up by enmity and fanaticifm to 
undertake fuch a crime, fhould leave it in* 
complete, after all the difficulties attending 

i ' jfc were furmounted. Damien, who, failed 

- * * * 

ia 
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in his Attempt to afiaffinate Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth; and the Duke d’Aveiro, who equally 
mifcarried in his corifpiracy to deftroy the 
late King of Portugal, were unable fully to 
accomplifh their defign. But the Polilh 
afiaffins, after vanquiffiing every obftacle, 
and carrying off their prey with unexampled 
fuccefs, liberated him either by their preci¬ 
pitancy, their cowardice, or their repent- 
ande. Had he once been brought to the 
camp of the confederate Generals, there 
can be no doubt that he would have fullered 
death .* perhaps juridically, like Charles the 
Firft of England. 

I return to the fequel of the confpiracy. 
Kofmlki, to whom Staniflaus owed his pre- 
fervation, was a man of mean extra&ion, 
born in the Palatinate 1 of Cracow, having 
affumed the name of Kofinlki, which is that 
of a noble Polilh family. By his fervices 
in the confederate army, he had riles to the 
rank of an officer under the command of 
Pulawfki. While the two other aflociated 
chiefs remained with him, he continued 
t' -rof/. ii. G unlhaken 
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unfyaken in, his purppfe; hut from pjo-; 
ment of his being abandoned .by then}, he 
began to waver in his determinafhft and 
to entertain ideas of preferving theming. 
The felemn oath which be had taken, and. 
the ben$di&ion given to the enterpnze by. 
the Nuncio, long operated nevertheless,, in 
fuftaiping his refolution. Even after he 
bad conduced. the. King in Safety back to 
WarfaWj he .exprefled more ti^an o^ce, his 
doubts of the rectitude of his paft pqndn^ty 
and a degree of concern or rppentajiea for 
paving deceived his employers. He :was. 
therefore detained under a very ftrift gpajd, 
and obliged to give evidence agaipft his.tyo 
companions, Lukawlki and Strawenfki, who' 
being both taken /qpn-- afterwprds^ jippre 
brought prifoners to Wurfew.; The fpipaer 
was Seized in a cottage, while in bed with 
liis miftrefs, Both were ■foleapnky fried, 
and adjudged to die;, but at.the King's iiv 
terceffion with the Di^t, that Tribunal epa* 
Seated to mitigate the :cryel part ; of the 
Sentence, Iaftead of infill ifig onth e / tv Fi° 

to •: '• . . <&« 6 » 
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chiefs, the variety of tortures which the 
laws of Poland ena& agaiuft regicides, they 
were (imply beheaded* Stariiflaifs equally 
interpofed his intereil to fcve frorti capital 
puobhment, feveral of the inferior con* 
ipirators. They were only condemned to 
work during life on the fortifications of 
Kaminieck in Podoba, where they continue 
prisoners at this time. 

Throughout the whole period of hie de»* 
tention, and on his trial, Lukawfki behaved 
with firmnefs and <}ompofure, never mani- 
fefting any fymptoms of weakniefe or pufil- 
ianinaity. He fufiered at the fame hour 
with Strawenfki; and Mr. Wroughton, who 
law them both die, has offered me, that 
nothing could exceed the dignity fldtb Mdiicb 
the former Submitted to his fate* When 
he was led out to rim fcaflold, though hi* 
body was orach extenuated by the feverity 
of his confinement, diet, and treatment* 
his fpirit, unfubdued, raifed hy» above the 
ignominy of an infamous and publi§ exeotp 
e o twh/r 



84 ‘Memoirs of the 

tion. tie had not beeh permitted to {have 
his beard while in prifon, and his drefs cor- 
refpohded with his figure; but none of thefe 
hunjiliations could deprefs his mind. With. 
indignation He refufed to fee or to embrace 
Kofinfki; whom he branded with- the ap¬ 
pellation of a Traitor. • On arriving at the 
place of ptfnilhment, about a mile from 
Warfaw, he betrayed no unbecoming emo¬ 
tion ; and his harangue to the multitude 
aflembled to fee him die, breathed the fame 
fpirit which • animated' his life. He- ex- 
•prefled neither forrow nor contrition for his 
attempt againft the King, which he conli- 
dfered rather as meritorious than criminal.' 
•His head was fevered' from his body. Strawt- 
enflki difplayed equal - indifference, and 
-reigned hiihfelf iri filence to- his' leptence. 
'•WitHin- a fewdays fubfequent to- 1 their-exe¬ 
cution) the King • lent away Kofinfki _ into 
<Itafy, as his. life would; probably have been 
tudfhfe in Poland, -after betraying .the caufe 
“ih%hi$b 4 * 0 .had-engaged.- Hd now .reticles- 

4. O - Jit 
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at • Senigallia in the p^aL territories* ^pd* 
enjoys from hia Majefty an annual allowance' 
of three hundred ducat& : _ ‘ . * 

. T 9 the intended aflaifi^nation of Styniilsrps^ 
which was jfqiftrated- jji fo estraprdin^yj a- 
manner, fucjceeded in the. following yeag, Jjie- 
actual partition of his dominion^: an evgot,; 
the caufes,-. completion,*., and /confequ^jijEes 
of which, I. have already endeavouredto 
delineate. in a, former letter. It was in vain 
that. the unfortunate Prince attempted to 
protract the difmemberraent of the country 
over .which he nominally reigned. His 
ftruggles only manifefted to all Europe, the 
helplefs condition of the Poljlh Sovereign 
and nation. Confcious of the perfonal di£ 
honour thaf he muft incur, by figning on 
a& which equally degraded both, he long 
refufed to participate in fuch a proceeding. 
He even gave the Englifh Minifter at War-*, 
law, the ftrongeft and muff fplenm pfiur- 
ances, that he would neither be induced by 
offers, nor compelled by violence, to fub- 
fcribe fp humiliating a renunciation. “ I 
‘ .. . Q 3 “ prefent 
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* jjrefent you toy hand," faid he to Mr.' 
Wfougbton, in the agony of his mind ; 
** and I authorife you to inform your 
t( Court in my name, that I ■ml! rather 
“ faffer it to be cut off, than ftfbmk to d6 
“ a deed which rouft for ever fully my 
H name and reign " 

The King’s fubfequent conduct cprre>» 
fpbnded ill with his declarations \ after re-^ 
hl6kantly figning^ the avqrwal of the claims 
fet op by the three Powers, he added his 
confent to the perpetual alienation of the 
feqtieftered provinces, from the Crown ami 
Republic of Poland. We mull not how-r 
ever, too feverejy condemn him for his 
want of refolution, which could only have 
been ruinous to himfelf, without producing 
the fmalleft benefit to his country. As his 
refufal would neceflarily have coil him the 
crown to which he had been raifed, he 
had not the magnanimity to renounce it, 
and to return into a private Ration, rather 
fhan yield to the mandate impofed on him. 
We might indeed have admired him, if 
he had preferred the alternative pf abdicate 

ing 
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ing tbe throne.; butoifcumftanced as he was* 
itooukL' fcarcely be @xpe6fod. A fceptre, 
even when robbed of ite brighteft ornament^ 
dignity. and indepehdance; is -ftill too in* 
toxicating a po/Tdfflonto be voluntarily res 
iiiiqtitfhed by tho&* who have been uccuf- 
joined to the homage which it procures, 
Stanifi&us, it ffcuft likewife be remembered, 
was neither beloved by the majority Of his 
fubje6fcs, nor wouldfoc have found in them 
allegiance and Sffe&ioh any fteddyfupporfc. 
Oh the: other hand, Gatharine who had 
elevated him to' the royal dignity, would 
infallibly have precipitated him from it, if 
fee had 'refufed' to-comply with het com-, 
mantis. He had in fa6i- no choice except 
fubtnifhon; and pofterity Wilt incline rather 
tDpityy than to fednfare him, for, the invo¬ 
luntary part which he aftod in the difmem- 
berment of his country. ’ • 

• Frotn that periodfothe prefent, Poland 
can fcarcely with propriety be fetid to have 
any hiftory, - political • e*xiftence. 
^Umoft without commerce, abfolutePjr with* 
<M»t ft foreign destitute of‘internal 

v.. e 4 force 
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force Or revenues adequate to its. ontrdnanv 
pipation; comprefled. out all hde& by. three 
powerful monarchies, 'it»feerais to wait.in 
filent expectation the fenteOce of its total 
extin&ion. /The King and the Diet are d»ij 
empty names * Wacfaw.is governed ; by 
Ruffian councils, and fnbjedted by Ruffian 
troops. . Even :the provinces .are torpid; 
and the Confederates, ’who fo : long. endea¬ 
voured to avert the deftru&ion of the Re¬ 
public,; have oply by their imprudent efforts 
accelerated its .fall.* Such is the fete of a 
country, tyhicfi under a wife* government, 
might .ha-ye been juftly ranked among the 
moft powerful European States; which-.in 
the Gourfe of the lad century, carried 4 t one 
time its victorious arms into the heart] of 
MufcQvyj and fayed Vienna at auothec, 
from falling into the, hands of: the Turks'; 
but, which now oplyholds out a memoir 
able leflon to the prpfent, as well as. to 
future ages, , .. ... 

The character of $laffifl$us.is not onpiof 
thole either hard td .penetrate, or difficult 
to dqline^te, As a ie^w.ahd »n incfividwh 

i j bo 
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4w ls certainly more amiaM^,;iriore an'fibje^ 
•^attachment and refpe6t, than when con? 
fenppiatedjirfhis;kinglycapacity. ■" His pei£ 
ion, froin ;’the[ cendurringi teflimony of all 
iWho knew 'him in his youth, was hand* 
■ferae, graceful, and elegant; Such, Count 
Pbniatowflu' dbabtlefs appeared in the eyes 
<o£ Catharine the Second, when he firft ar* 
jived at Petetrlburgh. jBut, the graces of 
that period of his life are fledand within 
the laft three or four years he is become too 
lufly, though it would be Unjuft to lay even 
how that he. is < at all corpulent. He is of 
a middle ftature, well proportioned 1 , and* of 
a manly figure. His face is Open, pleafing, 
and intereftmg} the features bold and 
ftrongly marked, particularly his rtofe and 
chin. Staniflau^s complexion is pale, and 
he wears his own hair, which is of a deep 
colour, approaching to : blacki ; There is find 
to be in his caft of countenance, famething 
•penfive and melancholy. > At firft fight, I 
confefs, this expreffion did not ftrike me i 
but the oftener I have had opportunities of 
feeing and ftudying him, the more vifible it 

becomes f 
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becomes ; in p mAh: it is p^tiduhriy jfb 
parent. .} behe ve,> however* thatrit is mctdt 
the refillt.of Juse&ual filirittaon, -innpaft 
jp$l$mited, wMif his future profpe&s, than 
natural and, Congenial to him. In &&h 
whether;he. cafts view backwards olr 

^jrefts jt forward to the final , deftiny fch& 
ajwaits him, hew v&ft a traiii efrattfeUand 
•painful refle&ipn fnuft' ijecefiarily open on 
hie mind! I have fometiroe$ feea him ftand. 
in a .thoughtful attitude, mufing, filent, slid 
as I could fancy, Occupied, ifl corifid&riag 
his future fate* It is impoffible not to fed 
far him at fuch moments,' «. more than 
common mterefh • .. 

..The Kingr#f; ifielantl does. net part&our 
larly exeel hi tlnyof .the exerdfes of the 
body ; and though he ride£ wdB,, hefcaroely 
ever hunts. He ftilloontmues to dnnee the 
Poloneze national' dances, but he has left 
off every other kind, .above two years. In 
fnufic he has no .tafth, nO^ does ho poffeft 
even a moderate aar»- A eircuraftanoe mure' 
feigular is, th%t:]tri never- plays at ean& 

l at* 
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1 am aflhred that neither his Majefty, ; nof 
any of the Poniatowfki family were evef 
able to make fhemfelves mafters of the com¬ 
mon games of cards, fo as to attain in them 
of perfection. He is a 
of all the fine arts; hot 
in paintings he has great judgment, and has 
collected fdme few valuable pieces of the 
firft fnafters. No Prince was ever more 
gracious, eafy, and affable in his manners 
and addrefs; which is the refult of natural 
difpofition, not the effedt of artifice. 4 His 
Converfation is pleafing, and frequently dis¬ 
plays, without the fmalleft affedlation, ex- 
tenfive reading. Few individuals fpeak fo 
fluently or gracefully the principal European 
languages. Scarcely any living Sovereign, 
if we except Jofeph the Second, has tra¬ 
velled fo much as Staniflaus; thofe Perfons 
who" have known him in the different cha-i 
takers of a private Gentleman and a King, 
are univerfally attached to him; and his 
elevation to a throne has not deprived hint 

9t 
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lover and a patron 
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of the friends, whom he had acquired when 
Count Poniatowfki. 

If, after confidering him as a man, we 
view him - as a monarch, he appears to 
fink in our eftimation: he is amiable, not 
great; engaging, but not ipipofing. Defi- 
cient in the ftrong powers of difcemment, 
as well as in the vigour of mind which hi^ 
fituation demanded, he is not calculated 
to Hem, and ftill lefs to direct the ftorm, 
by which he has been aflailed- He may be 
laid rather to pofiefs a lively and pleafing, 
than a folid and penetrating underftanding. 
The facility of his nature expofes him to 
deception; and the flexibility of his temper 
is abufed by favorites, who acquire and 
retain an afcendancy over him. Adulation 
under every form, finds too eafy an accefs 
to his heart; peculiarly when, aided by fe¬ 
male attra&tions, it aifumes the maik of 
affection. The perfons who furround him, 
availing themfelves of this foible, frequently 
obtain by importunity the recompences due 

only 
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only to merit. One of his Polifh Majefty’s - 
weaknefles, which is ’'flattered with the? 
greateflfuccefs,- is his fuppofed refemblance 
in the leading features of his mind and 
body, to Henry the Fourth of France. * The 
perfonal fimilarity is however* much more 
imaginary than real; but as his forehead, ' 
nofe, and chin, are all bold and prominent,' 
like thofe of the King of-Navarre, there is 
a fufficient bafis on which for the adulation 
of courtiers to found a likenefs. His gal¬ 
lantries, his affability, his. clemency, his 
afcending from a private ftation to a throne ; 
and laftly, his having, like Henry, efcUpedl 
from afiaflination: all thele circumflances 
are enumerated and infilled on, as ftriking 
proofs of a refemblance between the French 
and the Polifh Sovereign. Unfortunately 
the parallel fails in more efiential articles 
of character; in wifdoro, firmnefs, heroic 
valor, difcernment, and above all in fru¬ 
gality. 

It is believed that Staniflaiis is by no 
means deficient in perfonal courage, though 

he 
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fee has never feen ferviee, nor. can be fup- 
gxafed to pofifefe the qualifications of a man 
educated in military habits. He very fre¬ 
quently wears a uniform, at&d reviews from 
time to time, like other Princes, his guards 
and troops. But his talents are more cal¬ 
culated for the ealm, than the tempeft; for 
the labour ef the cabinet, than the exertions 
qf the field. He pafies much of his time,, 
fhat up in his apartments, occupied in writ¬ 
ing, and engaged in private bufinefe of va¬ 
rious . kinds. To tbefe employments he 
feemsadapted; for he dictates, or. compotes, 
not only with eafe, but with elegance; and 
bis eloquence, when he harangues,' is at 
once touching, copious, and perfuafive. So 
eoiifcious is Staoiflaus of his being unequal 
to, and unfit for his fituation, that he has 
fifid to Mr. Wroughton more than ©nee, 
“ Mon ami, je fens que je ne finis pas a 
<s mat place: j’aurois du etre Chancelier, et 
** non pas Roi.” 

v The gtfeateft defeat of his chara&fcr, public 
aad private, istbewtmt of Mommy* Hit 

liberality 
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liberality of difpofitibi*, which degenerates 
info prodigality, involves him - in.continual 
pecuniary difficulties ;nod tbdugih his re¬ 
venues, are; ample* he is nev#rthefefs poor. 
As i'ome compenlation for the loft, of power, 
and the diminution of prerogative ; the Rm& 
fians, alter the late difmembennent of Po¬ 
land, increaled his private falary from the 
State- Hip Majefty’s clear annual receipt 
at? tlns time, does not fall ihortof two hun¬ 
dred and . thirty thoufend pounds fteriing. 
All the great officers , of the crown are 
moreover paid, not by him, but by the 
Republic. - Yet, with fo. princely an in¬ 
come, he has. so treafilre, no fund foe 
future exigencies; and fcarcely can he hod 
wherewithal to maintain his dignity,-or ms 
Aipport his houfehold. As there is neisbsf 
order near fyftem m his expences, be is 
vourhd Iky bis family, and wnpovenilhed 
by his tniftrefles apd attendants; Count 
Rzewuftu “ Marechal de la Coot," who 
has the direction of the privy purfo, allow! 
the King ahicAt eighths hundred pound! 
\ ;• fterUng 
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fteriing a month for his ordinary expen¬ 
diture. Thisfum, ; which ought .to be ade¬ 
quate to ail his wants; is nevbrthelefs infuf- 
ficient, becaufe it is not managed with pru¬ 
dence, nor luperihtended by a judicious 
frugality.; r..: .■ 

Staniflaus, at-every period of his life* has 
been remarkable for ;his>-gallantry, And 
fenfibihty: to female dumps. The graces 
Of hia'pdrfon, which opened him a -way to 
the throne of Roland, reheated: him ' early 
acceptable to the other fex. ■> They continue 
to retain' -too great an afcendant over him, 
and they have completed' the deftru&ion of 
his finances. • He Hill nourbhes the wiih to 
be beloved, and women are hot wanting to 
avaiLthemfelves! of. his weaknefs;. Under 
pwShfions of difinterefted paifion, they ob¬ 
tain from him mpre than they-Could -gaiw 
by the iale. of their beauty. YethisPoliftf 
Msjgfty is approaching felt t6 the age, 
when 'men ceafe to ‘be- obje£b“o£:*eal at¬ 
tachment, and are ufually the dupes of in- 
tfere&ed love.: - Pedsapsl the'idrig xhres not 

fufficiently 
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fofHeiently attend to this haw -of inatafe* 
frotn which he is qot mote exenqrt than 
others'. - 

On the fttbjefit of his amours, which 
have been numerous and almost indbcrimri 
Hate, i (hall fay little : for many .malms 
they jape better topfigned to .obfoviori* - Bat 
8taqifla«8, though naturally inconftasnt and 
changeable, is yet capable of a tailing pai* 
{ion. After his efe&ian to the crown,- he 
■became attached to the Princefe G—“Ma* 
one of the moft fceatatiful and accorophihed 
ladies of Poland. <• Their attachment was ib 
tar from being private or mylleri6u3, that 
on the contrary ail Warfaw witnefted it; 
During a cOnfiderable time ihe . reigned in 
his heart without a rival* till confiding too 
implicitly in her fondnefs, he ventured at 
length to treat her with negie£t. Ihdig* 
nant at fnch ufage, • tri a moment of relent* 
ment, -when he* leaft expe&ed it, Ihe broke 
off all connexion with him, and attached 
herfelf to Prince Repnin, the Ruffian am* 
baflador. It was in* Tam that Staniftaus 

voi* ii. H attempted 
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attempted to mollify her by fubmiffion, of 
to awaken her former pafiion: (he fhut her 
door againft him, refufed to admit him to 
her prefence, and would never liften to any 
overtures of reconciliation. He was incon- 
folable for a long time, and even abandoned 
himfelf when in private, to the moft im¬ 
moderate tranfports of grief or of dejec¬ 
tion. 

^ The King has no natural children avowed 
as fuch, nor has he had any, male or fe¬ 
male, fince his elevation to the throne; but 
when Count Poniatowlki, he had two by a 
woman of very inferior condition. They 
are both abfolutely difowned, and educated 
in obfcurity. He continues to lead how¬ 
ever a life which may be termed libertine 
and diffolute, more efpecially at forty-fix 
years of age, when youth can be no longer 
pleaded in extenuation. Two female^ di¬ 
vide his time, and occupy his attention, if 
not his heart at this moment: the firft, 
Madam T——s, an Italian, though now in 
her wane, is Hill extremely beautiful. Her 

.figure, 



COURT OP BERLIft, ETC. 99 

figure* manners, and countenance, all breathe 
an air of voluptuoufnefs. She reminds me 
of the‘Aleman and the Calypfos of fable, as 
Fenelon and Ariofto have depi&iired them. 
The other, the Countefs G ■■■■■■■ a, is more 
elegant," feminine, and pleafmig. I have 
fupped with his Polifh Majefty at General 
Cocceii’s, where he was feated between thefe 
two female favorites. In return for the fa¬ 
vours which they beftow on him, : they drain 
his purfe ; and contribute neither to render 
him more refpeftable, nor probably in fafit 
more happy. : • 

His Polifh Majefty has two brothers, and 
as many fillers alive. Cafimir,- Prince Po- 
niatowlki, the eldeft, who is near eleven 
years older than the King, unfortunately 
refembles him in the parts of his chamber, 
which are by no meahs models for imitation. 
His diffipations and his profufions have re¬ 
duced him to the neceffity of alienating the 
high poft of ■“ Great Chamberlain of the 
“• Crowd, v and have rendered him depend¬ 
ant on the King for his .principal fupport. 

: h 2 Prince 
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Prince Poniatowlki has one ftm, naeoA 
Staniflaaa, who is .at this time near , five-: 
and-twenty; and who at leaft cannot be. 
accufed of following the example .either of 
his father or his uncle: extravagpjjee is fey.' 
no means his fault, or his charafferhlic. - 
Should the crown of Poland be continued, 
in the family of Poniatowflri, it is on him 
that the Emprefs of Ruffia will probably 
caufe it to devolve, whenever it may. become 
vacant, He certainly entertains hopes, how¬ 
ever chimerical, of amending the throne; 
and with a view of facilitating fo great an: 
objeft of ambition, he [has been not long 
fince, on a vifit to the. Court of Peters- 
burgh. All. circumftances conliderod, it is, 
however very improbable that thefe vifions 
of royalty will ever, be realized. Of that the 
fceptre will be perpetuated in the collateral 
defendants of the reigning Sovereign. 

; A dark cloud overfpreads the evening of 
Staniflaua’s life and feign: he f^els its ptef- 
fure, .and fametimes gives vent to the. agi¬ 
tations; of .his mind,.Ion the tender, fiibr; 

* "* • ’ jeft 
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ject of liis future profpe&s. Many times 
has he predifted to Mr. Wroughton, that' 
his end will- he difafirous and violent. Not 
long ago, grafping the Englifh Envoy's 
hand, “ Ah, man ami,” faid he, “je fuis 
“ referve pour dee nouveaux et des grands 
“ malhetirs. Je mourrai comnie Charles 
“ Premier d’Angleterre.” Such predictions, 
it is evident, are merely the apprehenfions 
of a man, who fees the precarious tenure 
by which he holds his crown; who is fur- 
founded by enemies domeftic as well as 
foreign ; who has efcdped by a fort of mi¬ 
racle, from affaffination, and who antici¬ 
pates as certain, dangers which are only 
, contingent. Yet we muftconfefs, that there 
is too much reafon to tremble for the fate 
of Staniflaus. The tempefts which at pre- 
fent feem overblown, will probably wake 
again, and may finally overturn both the 
Sovereign and the Republic of Poland, But 
thefe fpeculations would lead me too far, 
and J fhall therefore clofe my letter. 
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LETTER XXL 

* 

Decline of the Court of Warfaw fince the accejjion 
of the prefent King.—Defcription of Stanif- 
laus's villa.—General Cocceii.—Projtitution 
of honors, and dignities in Poland.—Venality 
of the upper ranks. — Libertinifm.—Number, 
facility, and infiances of divorces.-—Virtues af 
the Poles.—Female chara&er,—Elegance of 
drefs.—Portrait of a Polifh woman of quality. 

• —Heroifm of the women.—Military forces. 

—Environs of Warfaw. — Villanow.-Exami- 
r nation of John Sobiefki’s reign and character. 
—Enquiries relative to the “ Plica Pohni- 
ca''—Polifh Peafants.—Reflexions on the 
actual condition, aridfuture fate of Poland. 

Warsaw, July 26, 1778, 

rr^iiE Court, as may naturally be fup- 
pofed, has declined in fplendor during 
the courfe of the prefent reign, proportion¬ 
ally with the diminution fuftained by Po¬ 
land in national wealth, greatnefs, and 

power. 
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power. Such a change^ even before the 
partition of 1772 , was certain and ineyitari 
Me.. While the Saxon Princes held the 
fceptre, a vail portion of the revenues of 
their hereditary dominions, flowed into the 
countiy of which they were, the elective 
Sovereigns. Compelled to divide their time 
between the Poliih and the Saxon capitals,- 
all the arts as well as the refinements of 
Drefden, accompanied them when they re¬ 
moved to Wariaw. Mr. Wroughton, who 
remembers the laft years of the period to 
which I allude, allures me that the number 
and beauty of the equipages, horfes, and 
train of the great nobility, who ufually came- 
to welcome the arrival of Auguftus the 
Third, exceeded defcription. Prince Rad- 
zivil in particular, whofe patrimonial eftates 
were then of a magnitude and extent ap¬ 
proaching to royal, fometimes united with 
the elegance of European tafte, the barba¬ 
rous, pomp of Sanuatian manners. He once 
entered Warfaw in his coach, drawn by fix 
white bears caught in his own Lithuanian 

H 4 . foreils. 
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f orefts* hatnefifed, and broken in for the 
purpofe; but their ferocity arid ratra&a* 
bility rendered them dangerous to their 
keepers. . I; fhould net venture to relate die 
feft, if lidW not hold it from fo high an 
authority* ; However extraordinary it may 
appear, the' manner# tff Poland render, it 
credible^ 

StamflauaV drawing-room, or to fpeak 
more properly, his levee, though • name-' 
randy attended*. displays- no magnificence. 
He only acta the Sovereign, and performs 
die part of King in the circle* while* Count 
Staekplfaerg pofieffes the effective power, and 
difpenfes all the favors of the Grown. A' 
number, of the firft nobility Hill appear at 1 
Court in the Polifh habit,• which gives the' 
crowd a pidturefque appearance. Jn fum- 
iwer the King retires to a little villa or feat, 
not quite a Hide from Warfaw, where he- 
refutes in great privacy, rather as a private 
gentleman than aa .a crowned: head. This 
retreat, .dor it is no -more, is called ** Lea- 
P a i ns ,” there; being- in the centre of the 
. i.19 building 
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building a . circular bath, covered with a 
dome* The houfe, which lies in a deep 
baion or hallow, furroumded by hills and 
•woods, is very agreeable in warm weather; 
but thefituation renders it umtholefome, as 
foon as the. autumnal rains and damps com* 
tnence. I have had the honor of dining 
there with his Majefty in a very fmall coni* 
pany, of which Mr. Wroughton was one. 
The yormgeft of his two fitters, the Coun* 
tefs firtnicza; his nephew, Prince Joieph 
Poniatowfld, a youth of fifteen, who is 
brought up under the King’s immediate 
care; and die Biffiop of Plockso, Stanis¬ 
laus’s youngeft furviving brother, were pre* 
Ant. Bis Polifh Majefty appears to great 
advantage oh fuch occafiens, from which 
ceremony is banilhed; and for which he 
feeifts more defigned by nature, than for 
public fife and fituations of difficulty. He 
allowed me to furvey every part of his 
little manfionv Horace’s Sabine farm could 
foarCely be fmaller; but it is voluptuoufly 
forpifhed, contains fonie paintings of 
• . value. 
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value. Qn the table of his cabinet, which 
is fitted up with decorations and pi6tures in 
the Chinefe tafte, lay fpread, a melancholy 
fijbje6t of contemplation. It was a fine map 
of Poland, on a great fcale, recently ft ruck, 
and in which the difmembered provinces are 
accurately marked, with their new appella¬ 
tions. Frederic has denominated his ihare 
Fa.,PruiTe Occidentaland Maria The- 
refalias revived the titles of “ Gallieia and 
JLodomiria," which now fuperfede the an¬ 
cient geographical names of thofe portions 
of. Poland. Such a mute, but eloquent 
companion confiantly before his eyes, which 
reminds - him of his departed greatnefs, 
cannot tend to enliven the hours of Stanif- 
Jaus’s retirement, or to infpire him with gay. 
ideas. 

• It is at Qeneral Cocceii s that I have feen 
him more unbent, more convivial, and more 
apparently cheerful than anywhere elfe. 
That veteran officer, equally a man ed' let-, 
ters, a foldier, and a polite gentleman, com¬ 
mands a regiment of Polifti guards. He is 

now 
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now advancing faft towards old age; but 
he is vigorous, communicative, hofpitable, 
and of an excellent fociety. After having 
once been the friend of the great Frederic, 
he is now, in the evening of life, become 
the companion of Staniflaus; who, if infe¬ 
rior in talents and ftrength of genius, is in 
other points of view far more amiable than 
the ftem philofopher of “ Sans Souci.” Coo- 
ceii refides in a fort of fuburban villa, juft 
out of Warfaw, where he has frequently the 
honour of entertaining his Polilh Majefty. 
There, in a feleCt company of both fexes, 
after fupper, and undifturbed by corroding 
reflections, which as Cervantes well ob- 
ferves, feldom hold much interference at 
fuch times; the King feems to forget at 
once his pafl misfortunes; his prefent de- 
preffion, and his future profpeCts. His con- 
verfation, manners, and whole deportment, 
convince me how pleafing he must have 
been when Count Poniatowfki. I am not 
furprifed. that Catharine, after admitting 
him to fo diftinguifhed a place in her affec¬ 
tions. 
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iions^ elevated’ him "to the throne of Po¬ 
land ; but I fear Staniflaus will have' cariie 
to lament, that love arid fortune ihoukt 
liave confpired to raife him from-a private 
Hatton to royalty. Juvenal’s obfervafion, 
when peaking of the death of Kings, in the 
tenth fatire, continually recurs to my mind, 
«s I Reflect on the lingular deftiny of this 
amidhle Prince. 

; The general difiolution of morals airiong 
'the tpper orders, is not one of the leatft ex¬ 
traordinary and dh&raCterrftie features of 
the capital arid county front ■which ! am 
Writing, ; Neither Peteriburgh nor Naples 
‘cari firpiafs WarfW itr thefe tefpeSts. AH 
•the principles Which hirid fociety together, 
arid which’ purify or perpetuate it, appear 
lo xrie to be relaxed among the Poles. Tire 
army, the court, the church, and every 
department of private life, are more or lefs 
infefted, Thofe inftitutrons, civil' and po¬ 
litical, which in their very nature IhouM be 
moft free from the contagion, are tainted. 
Hoys who Haw never feen a camp, nor at-* 

tamed 
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taiced the flighted degree of profeffioaal 
experience, receive, CQmmirik>ns ns colonels 
and generals. The habit of 'a foldier, whibls 
ought to. ;be rigidly confined to fuch as. aro 
in military fervice, is prostituted.; and al-. 
rnoft every nobleman at pleafhre wears - , a 
uniform. The blue riband of the “ White 
Eagle,” as well as the red riband of “ St, 
Staniflaus,” which latter was militated by 
his prefent Majeftv, are fb common that 
fearedy a private gentleman is without on» 
or both of them. Murders and.tufladiha-* 
tions, in the metropolis as well as in tho 
provinces, are committed with impunity - 
nor is it fofe, even at, this feafon of. fcke- 
year, to walk the ftreets of Warlaw by* 
night, unaccompanied and unarmed. Nbt 
only. the want of lamps is favourable to 
the perpetration of every kind of crime ?! 
but what is frill worfe, the Ruffians protect; - 
for money the moft atrocious delinquents. : 

The prifans throughout the kingdom are; 
crowded with wretched individuals of hofch> 
t ' sexes. 
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fexes, immured, not for tranfgreffions ^gainft 
the law or the Rate; but the vi&ims of 
arbitrary power, of violence, and of every 
kind of oppreffion. It is here that Mr. 
Howard will find ample fcope and fubje& 
for his benevolent enquiries, and afitive ex¬ 
ertions. In no country of Europe is the 
rage of gaming carried to a more pernicious 
pitch, or does it produce more deftru&ive 
confequences. Neither the pall devaluations 
of rebellion and war, which have impo- 
verifhed the nobility; nor the lamentable 
condition of the Republic itfelf verging to 
its total fall, impofe a check on the fpirit of 
play. It pervades every company, and 
feems to acquire force, as the means of fup- 
porting it are diminifhed. The Ruffian am- 
bafiador s Hotel refembles at noon-day, as 
I have feen, rather a club of gamefters, 
than the refidence of a great public Mini- 
fter, charged with the adminiflration and 
government of Poland. Similar fcenes are 
exhibited in the houfes of the firft nobility, 

who. 



COUttT OF BERLIN, ETC. Ill 

who* after having fold their country, often 
lofe in an evening the fruit.of their venality 
op their dishonor. 

. If fuch be the picture of the upper 
elaifes, it cannot be fuppofed that the fofter 
-(ex is exempt from the...vices which diftiu- 
guiih the men. It is not in fed gallantly, 
but hcentioufnefs, which here reigns with¬ 
out control. . The very idea of concealment 
is derided as uuneceflary; and I will ven¬ 
ture to afiert, that women of the firft dif- 
tin&ion derive more pride and refpeCt from 
the rank or qualities of their lovers, than 
from thofe of their huibands. Staniflaus a 
example tends not a little to encourage the 
depravity of his Court; and during his 
reign it has attained to a point, unexampled 
frnce the time of Auguftus the Second; an 
aera remarkable for the corruption of man¬ 
ners. The prefence of a Queen rauft necef-. 
ferily have impofed fome reftraint on the. 
courtiers and ladies about her perfpn; as 
theabfence of fuch a check, has completed) 
die diifolution of female morals. One of 

the 
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the natural confequences, is the facility with 
which divorces are here obtained; and oS 
courfe, their frequency. I am almoft afraid* 
to relate what I fee and know on this point; 
fo incredible may it appear. If infidelity 
to the nuptual bed was alledged and proved, 
k might be admitted as a legitimate caufe. 
for fuch feparations; but hardly any rea- 
fons are ufoally aligned or required, ex-‘ 
cept mutual incompatibility, diflike, or 
weariness in the parties. Women of irre¬ 
proachable manners and oondu6t, young, 
beautiful, and highly born, are -divorced at 
the end of three or four years, of a year, 
nay, of a few months. Should it be re-” 
quifite to adduce inftances in fupport of 
this affertion, almoft every week offers tliem 
here in abundance. 

Prince Martin Lubomirfki is at prefent 
foliciting a divorce from his fecmd wife. 
His jhji, the Countefs Haddick* an Aufe 
frianvby birth, daughter of Marftial Had- 
dick, is now fcarcely twenty-eight years of 
age* -uncommonly -pleafing- in • her perfon,- 

and 
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and acComplkfhed in her manners. He bad 
no fpecific caufe of diflifee to her, nor any 
crime to lay to her charge: but he had 
become enamoured of bis prefent wife. He 
is now in turn weary of her, and wifhes to 
marry a third. There is little or no doubt 
of his procuring a fecond divorce, with the 
feme facility that he obtained the firft. I 
went with Mr. Wroughton a few days ago, 
to vifxt the Princefs Zangulka, at a pleafant 
retreat on the banks of the Viftula, about 
half a mile out of town. She is a very ele¬ 
gant woman, not yet twenty-four. We 
found her in her garden, walking arm in 
arm with the Grand Chancellor of Poland, 
her hufband the Prince Zangufki, and an¬ 
other lady, under the fhade of feme lofty 
trees. They were amicably foliciting a di¬ 
vorce from the head of the law; who here 
can grant them with nearly the fame eafe, 
that the; Pope difpenfes pardons or indul¬ 
gences. 1 underftand, the Prince is foon to 
be married to the very lady with whom he 
was then walking, in company with his 
- -v6l. 11. I own 
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.oWn wife; and the two ladies live together 
at this moment in the greateft intimacy. 

Even the young Countefs Po-a, niece 

te the King, and of unexceptionable con- 
du6t, was divorced not long fince, after 
only four months marriage. I could enu¬ 
merate many more examples of the fame 
kind. In any other European country, prac¬ 
tices fo repugnant to every principle of mo¬ 
rals, as well as of policy, would foon be pre¬ 
vented. But in Poland, the reftraints of law, 
as well as the ties of honour and decorum, 
are exceedingly weakened in their operation. 

After having drawn fo unpleafing a pic¬ 
ture of the vices of the higher orders, it is 
however, only a piece of juftice to mention 
their good qualities; fince, if they cannot 
be faid to outweigh, they form at leaft fome 
counterpoife in the oppofite fcale. The 
Polilh men of condition poffefs. a captivat¬ 
ing exterior, and nowhere are to be found 
more ac.complifhed cavaliers. In all the 
eXercifes of the body they are expert; but 
it is on horfeback that they peculiarly excel; 

. . . 4 U-e 
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“ Le Polonais eft ne a cheval f and they 
i preferve undiminifhed this original charac- 
teriftic of their Sarmatian or Scythian origin! 
I never law men ride fo gracefully, or unite 
a more martial air, with the elegance and 
foftnefs of modern manners. In c'onverfa- 
tion they are full of urbanity, gay, com¬ 
municative, and well bred. Almoft all the 
young nobility have travelled, particularly 
into Franee; from which country they have 
brought back the fuperficial, but modifli 
addrefs, only to be gained at Paris. French 
is not anywhere fpoken more generally or 
fluently th,an at Warfaw: for the Poles, like 
the Ruffians, have a national facility at ac¬ 
quiring foreign languages. They are mag¬ 
nificent and fliewy in their entertainments, 
with which they contrive to mix all the 
delicacy of an expenfive tafte, and a creative 
fancy. It is to be lamented that a race of 
men, endowed with fuch qualities and 
faculties, fhould in general be falfe, incon- 
fiftent, fickle, prodigal, and deficient in 
that judgment, conduct, and confiftency 
I 2 of 
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of character, •without which all external 
and ornamental talents are comparatively 
of no value or importance. 

. If the men excel in perfonal endowment* 
and accompliftiments, the Folifh women of 
rank .or condition axe equally pleafing. 
The world does not produce females more 
ginning, polifhed, or calculated to charm 
ip copverfetion. They have neither the 
fhynefe and coldnefs of the" Englifh, nor 
the referve and haughtinefe of the Aufhian 
^omen. Eafe, joined with grace, and ani¬ 
mated by the wi(h to pleafe, render them 
infinitely agreeable. In beauty they may 
difpute the palm with any country; and 
their attractions are commonly heightened 
by all the refinements of drefa and of co« 
quetry. It is not my intention to apologize 
for their levity; ftill lefs to excufe their 
fibertinifm; but thofe imperfections, and 
faults are probably more the refult of fitua- 
tion, than of natural depravity or licentiouf- 
nefs< In a. court and capital fuch as War-. 
* few, under a Prince fuch as Stapiflaus, it 
14 is 
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is not ealy to tefift the fedu£Hon of example, 
added to-the torrent of immorality. The 
&fhfe Woman who ift Poland is a MefTalina, 
if ttarifported to Vienna or to London', 
would have given &n example of eVety con¬ 
jugal Virtue. It is fociety, religion, morals; 
and laws, which model individuals, and call 
into action every thing -valuable in out 
nature. Here, all that I fee, announces 
not lefe the internal diffolution, than the 
external deftru&ion of Poland. 

The elegance and Variety of the orna¬ 
ments of the toilet are tto where bettef 
underftodd, ot more fuccefsfully pra6tifed, 
than in this capital; Where the ladies affie6t 
tO difdain the formal reftraints impofed by 
euftom in other courts. I have feen the 
fame women habited in the dreflfes of dif¬ 
ferent nations and different centuries; a 
eirctimftance that feems to excite no afton- 
hhment here. There Is fomething Afiatic 
in the ftyle of female attire, which reminds 
me of Greek or TuricHh, mote' than of 
french ot German modes. In Sr country 
_ 13 which 


IIS MEMOIRS -OF THE 

which frontiers on Moldavia and the Uk¬ 
raine, fuch a departure, or rather emanci¬ 
pation, from the “ coftume” of Paris, does 
not, and ought not to furprife. I dined, the 
day before yefterday, with the Princeft 
Z-a, at her villa near the Viftula, ac¬ 

companied by Mr. Wroughton. The wea¬ 
ther being infupportably warm, we pafied 
the whole afternoon in her garden,, under 
the fpreading ftiade of fome large elms, 
not far from the bank of the river. I had 
then an opportunity of attentively conlider- 
ing her drefs, which I will endeavqur to 
defcribe. Whatever - inability, the attempt 
may difcover, it will convey to you an idea 
of the toilet of a Polifh woman of quality, 
who adds to the advantages of birth and 
fortune, the additional attractions of youth 
and beauty. 

Her head-drefs had no refemblance to 
any thing beheld in other parts of Europe; 
for fhe neither wore powder, nor was her 
hair frizzed, but on the contrary, fimply 
combed down over her forehead, and bound 
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fey ‘fcT'Muflin filJeYr' Two trefles‘twilled*- 
whichfell from theleffc fide, were negligently 
pinned to a fort of T;ui*ban, compofed like- 
Wile muflin, 'that encircled her head. 
Her robe was of a pale rofe color, bordered 
by a-rich embroidery, and defcendin'g to her 
feet, 'but without concealing them. About 
her waiti 'waS fattened a girdle or ceftua 
6 f filk, near nine inches in breadth. -It is 
Axaftly the zone of the Greeks and of Ho¬ 
mer, which is ftill worn in Walachia. A 
broad Medicis of Drefden lace furrounded 
her bofom and fhoulders, which were partly. 
Uncovered, partly veiled by her fhift and a 
Turkifh' gauze, calculated rather to difplay; 
than to hide, thofe parts of her perfon. 
Over her whole figure was difiufed a-volup¬ 
tuous air, which added to the effect of her 
natural attractions. She fhewed us her 
maids, who had juft returned from bathing; 
young Poloneze girls, riling in feature one 
above-the other, and refembling nymphs, 
in loofe drapery, with their wet hair floating 
down their backs. The Princefs herfelf, 

- - 14 lik% 
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like Ledy Woftley ^Montague's Fatima, id 
a native of Kaminiec^ on the borders of 
Moldavia; and when a child, had* 9 § ftwr 
told me, frequently boon, carried by her 
mother into the Haram of the Balh$w of 
Choczdm, capital of that Turbifh province. 
| have found her convocation on every fob* 
je&, not left interesting than her figure; 
and I regret that my appoaehing departure 
from Warfaw, will fo foon interrupt our 
acquaintance. 

It i$ not merely in the intercourse of 
private life, in the graces of perfenal de¬ 
portment, or in the ornaments of female 
cultivation, that the f olifla women excel. 
They have in a variety of ijiftancga* dis¬ 
played mafquline firmaeft and courage 
above their fex; peculiarly during the period 
when their country was the fcenee <}f eiv& 
diflention, and of foreign war. I could cite 
feme examples of this afiertion, not un* 
worthy to be compared# with the greateft- 
models, of antiquity in heroifra. At the 
aftioa rif Sfonijn in Lithuania, fought by 

Prince 
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Prince Radzivil againft the forces of Catha- 
ryae the Second, in the autumn of 1764* 
two ladies of the higheft rank appeared hi 
the field. The one was lifter to Prince 
Radjaivil, the other was his wife.. The 
fatter foarcely feventeen years of age, and 
newly married, fought in perfao on hode- 
back. With a piftol in her hand, Ihe rod© 
along the line, encouraging the troops to da 
their, duty; and when the Ruffians obtained 
the vi&ory, Ihe faved herfelf by fwimming 
her horfe acrofs the river Niemen. This 
Camilla only wanted a Virgil, to celebrate 
her courage. She was by birth a Countefe 
Rzewihki, and is ftill alive, confined in a 
lonely caftle © Lithuania, where, as I amt 
told, Ihe is difordered in her underftaad- 
'©g. |Ier liftey-m-daw is likewife hviag, 
and refident in Poland- The itfelL 
which is inconteftibly true, makes one of 
the many tending to prove how widely dif¬ 
ferent are the fpirit and manners of that 
Country, from thole of out own. 

It was not in valour, in patriotifm, or in 
ahlitary ent&a&a&v that the Polifti confe¬ 
derates 
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derates were deficient; but they wanted 
fyfiem, fubordination, obedience, and dis¬ 
cipline. They will be, I fear, ; for ever 
deftitute of thofe effential qualities, which 
the* Ruffians know how to value, and to 
which they owe their aCtual Superiority. 
The Republic has at this time an army on 
foot, in regular pay, of about Sixteen thou- 
fand foldiers; while half that number of 
Catharine’s troops retain Poland in complete 
fubjeCtion, The Mufcovite forces, quartered 
in and near the metropolis, do not exceed 
nine hundred. It is not a little wonderful 
to behold a country thus fubdued by foreign 
violence, difmembered, and apparently 
near its diflolution; while at the fame time, 
the capital feems immerfed in pleafures, or 
fonk in apathy and indifference." Such a 
nation cannot hope to revive, and -Scarcely 
'excites our companion at its fall. 

During my flay here, at this beatftiful 
feafbn, I have vifited the environs of 'War-, 
faw on every fide, with the advantage of 
Mr. Wroughton for my conductor. They- 
are in general tame/ flat, and devoid- of 
. piCturefque 
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•jMfturefque or pleating obje&s. No moun¬ 
tains, and fcarcely even any eminences are 
feen.' Through the midft of the folitaiy 
landfcape rolls the Viftula; but far inferior 
in . grandeur as well-as in beauty to the 
Rhine, the Danube, or the Elbe. In fame 
parts - it is divided by fmall iflands; in 
others it flows in a colle6ted flream, but 
difcoloured, and in many places fhallow. 
The foil, though not unfertile, is very fandy. 

. Hardly any marks of the vicinity of a 
metropolis prefent themfelves; and fo thin is 
the population that at a mile from the city, 
a Granger would imagine himfelf in an uok 
inhabited wild. There are nevertbelefs, 
many very elegant palaces or countiy-houfes 
in its neighbourhood. Among the chiefj 
jnuft be accounted the rival villas of Mon¬ 
kotow and Powoniki, which belong to the 
two Princefies of Lubomirflsa and Czarto— 
xifka, the Statira and Roxana of Poland, 
who long contended for fuperiority in the 
heart of Stanislaus. I was however more 

pleafed 
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plealed to vifit Villanow, the favourite 
fidence of the great John Sobiefki, in which 
he breathed his laft. It is built in a p lain, 
about two leagues from Warfaw, near a 
branch of the Viftula. The architecture is 
elegant and grand, having been conflruCted 
by an Italian under Sobiefki’s reign; and 
As it now belongs to Prince Czartorifki, it is 
ftill in perfeCt prelervation. I was particu¬ 
larly delighted with the gardens, which, 
though laid out in the antique tafte of the . 
laft century, are very princely, full of large 
and venerable trees that fhed a gloom over 
the walks. 

A circumftance which has furprifedme, is 
not to find among the Poles, the entbufi- 
aftie attachment or veneration for the 
memory and character of John Sobiefki, 
which I had expeCted. Perhaps, however, 
on a fair examination, his countrymen may 
be competent to form a much jufter eftimate 
of his merit as a King, and particularly as 
a King of Poland, than; can be done, by 

ftrangers. 
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Grangers. They affert that his government 
was ftained with notorious defe&s, or rather 
vices; among w hich his avarice and rapacity 
were fueh, that he was compared by them 
in thefe particulars to Vefpafian. His uxori- 
eufhefs became, towards the clofe of his 
reign, the fubjeft of many fatirical writ¬ 
ings and ludicrous caricatures. Nor did 
the qualities of his French Queen, Mary 
de la Grange d’Arquien, whofe violence and 
intemperance of conduft were ruinous to 
her eldeft fon, juftify fuch a partiality for 
. her, or fubfervience in the King her huf* 
band. They moreover accufe him of having 
always facrificed the true and palpable in- 
tereftsof bis fubje&s, to thofe of his family; 
whofe future elevation to the throne he pre¬ 
ferred above every other confideration; and 
which he endeavoured to efieft by methods 
repugnant to the laws, or fubverfive of the 
Confutation, of the Polifh Republic.. 

Even the moft brilliant a&ion of his 
reign. Which while it elevated his character 
among his contemporaries, has peculiarly 

endeared 
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endeared him to pofterity; I mean the fuc* 

the Emperor 
befieged by 
Cara Muftapha in 1683, is arraigned with 
Severity by the Poles. They admit indeed, 
that his march to the banks of the Danube, 
was beneficial to the houfe of Auftria;, but 
they maintain that the act was impolitic in 
itfelf, and manifeftly injurious to Poland, 
“ The Turks,” fay they, “ were obvioufly 
“ at that time, as they (till continue to be, 
“ declining in political power: had they* 
“ even rendered themfelves matters of 
* c Vienna, they mutt foon have evacuated 
“ it, and could never have maintained a: 
“ permanent footing in Germany. Sobielki 
“ injudicioufly precipitated the decline and,- 
“ fall of the Ottoman Empire, by after-; 
“ wards expelling the Turks from Hungary; 
“ while, at the fame time he laid the founda-; 
“ tions of the Auftrian greatnefs, by going. 
* c to the Emperor’s relief. The Auftrian 
“ Princes were-much more formidable ene-: 
“ mies than the Sultans; and we have feen 

“the 


cour that he gave in perfon t 
Leopold, when Vienna was 
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“ the grand-daughter of Leopold, by.'ah 
“ a6t of fignal ingratitude, as well as folly, 
“ fcarcely ninety years afterwards, jorfi 
“ with Pruflia and Ruffia to difmember 
“ Poland. It is to John Sobiefki therefore 
“ that we trace, and in fome meafure juftly 
“ impute, our actual date of ruin and ,de- 
“ gradation. He a6led no lefs contrary 
“ to the interefts of his own family, when 
“ towards the end of his life he entered 
“ into the clofeft connexions with Leopold, 
“ by marrying his eldeft fon Prince James 
“ to the Einprefs’s filler. The indignation 
“ and apprehenfions of his fubje&s, alarmed 
“ at fuch an alliance with a foreign fovereign, 
“ induced them to refufe to perpetuate the 
“ Crown in Sobiefki’s line. Id our efti- 
“ mate he neither merits the love of his 
“ country, nor the admiration of foreign 
“ nations.” 

It cannot be denied that there is fome 
validity, as well as truth, in thefe accufa- 
tipns, of which I was not fully aware, till 
after conyerfing with the Poles themfelves. 

We 
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We fnuft nevertheless oppofe to them the 
•glorious vi6tory Of Choezim, gained by Se- 
biefla over the Turks ; which like that of 
Thefeus over the Minotaur, extricated his 
fcountry from a deplorable ftate of humilia¬ 
tion, and freed them from an ignominious 
tribute to the Porte. Sobiefki’s march to 
the relief of Vienna, is not to be tried by 
“the principles of ordinary policy, and ftifl lets 
by its effects at the diftance of near a cen¬ 
tury. In fnatching the capital and domi¬ 
nions of Leopold from the hands of Maho¬ 
metans, he appeared as the champion of 
civilization, of Chriftianity, and of Europe. 
In that ehara&er we venerate and admire 
him, without coniidering whether he fiif- 
riciently attended to the remote interefts of 
his Polilh fobje&s. Nor ought we to forget 
his valour, his elemency, and the many 
great qualities that met in his competition. 
At no period of time, fince the extin6tion 
of the houfe of Jagellon, has Poland en¬ 
joyed fo high a national eonfideration at 
under his reign. In how diftinguifhod a 

light 
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light he , appeared to foreign P t riri?en, hi* 
TOntemportfaties, we may : judge Ky the:beh®r 
Viwir of Chhries cthe ,TWfth; ■ whpfe' adtmf 
nation fori him rwafc lluch, that from that 
principle xhe Would baare raided to the throne 
one of/Sobjelki’s Ibns, inpreference to e^ery 
other ^candidate,;# he had' not been. prev 
vented by infoperable ;obftacfes., Touched 
pith } enthuliafih, be is faid to have, wept as 
he flood over •; Sobiefld’s tomb at Cracow^ 
and/to have exclaimed, “So great a. King 
“ ought; never to haye ?died !” Thefe $£$4 
and reflexions, if they cannot altogether 
Oblitetate his'. defeXs, fauft Always incline 
ns tovregard him’ as ,one of. the .moft iUuP; 
triods Princes of the htft, or of the prelent • 
'age. . ' : V 

. During my flay here I have mode^ many, 
inquiries relative to the “Plica Poloftica,*. 
a diftemper not only, extraordinary in itfol£ • 
but aflerted ; to. be peculiar to; this country j < 
and almoftj if not abfolutely irremediable:' 
It is, J beheycy upnfccfcflary to add. that, thu- 
Ifeat of the. dilbrdej? is m the hmt»: *hich. 
vol. 11. K entangles, 
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*ritaMgle^ <and by degteas fonps intoi a &ikt 
mais' refembling a mat; every fepatfateinir 
becoming a blood-velfel, or tube of. putrid 
matter. 1 have fern diem fraud cut from 
the bead, or hang in-ropes from it; and 
nothing can be mote leathfomc, as \v?Tf as 
difgufting. AIT attempts to fhave the part, 
Or to cut the hair, in however early a ftage 
of die difeafe fed* operations are tried, 
produce either blindnefr, or maladies frill 
more fetal; at leaft I am fo aifrnred by every 
body with whom I have converted on the 
febje&. 

Upon the phyfieal cftufes of the ** Plica,** 
I find very different opinions. Many per- 
fbns ailjert that it arifes from feme morbid, 
though hitherto unafcertained qualities of 
the air, or water ki Poland. It is certain 
that the latter element is, generally fpeak- 
ing, bad, ftagwant, and corrupt. But fo 
it is Ekewife m many other countries of 
Europe and Afia, : whore the •* Plica’* is 
ufeknown. On the whole, a more general, 
as welPas rational belief is, that its rife and 
«• 20 'l .progrefe 
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pfogrOfe oire owing dhly to the horrid nutria 
mentj and inaonceivable filth of the Folifb 
common people. In thefe particulars they 
are far worfe than the Swedes* .Ruffians,:or 
Hungarians. Hie sbfteraper is almoft eiclu-* 
fively found among the loweft clafs; la¬ 
bourers, peafants, and mendicants, it is 
befides, much more frequent in the remote 
provinces, than in the metropolis, of its 
vicinity. At Cracow, during the few days 
of my fray there, I law many more perfbna 
afte&ed with it in a greater Or fmaher de¬ 
gree, than I have remarked in the courts 
of near eight weeks residence at Warfaw. 
Dirt, mifery, and negleft, feem to be die 
only, or principal cables of this tremendous 
fcourgo; which in a well adminifrered coun¬ 
try, where the cleanlinefe, comfort, and fe? 
licity of the inferior orders were obje&s of 
legislative attention, might probably foori 
bo extirpated, or eafily cured. 

'Jjhe condition of rite Polifh pea f a n ts is 
unqueftionably very .calamitous: .yet, many 
iptelligpnt, humane, and impartial perfonS 
with fvham I have coaverfed hero, allure 

x o me 
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mei.thht: ife lis not; m!. fa6fc fft.depfonfftde 
ire ate dadlto' conceive, from appearances* 
Thdy conftitute indeed, a part of Jhe.eft»t#» 
as m.RufliB,. and we fold ctr transfer»edr>iti»j 
the land. But thjs htttbihaling. fervitiide. i$ 
accompanied with foihe cixcumfttocest v^hieh 
eourterbafenoe,. or; at. le^ft. mitigate .tfedtf 
lot. Every, peafant,. even:, the meapeffcJd 
provided ;."byhis loEd'nvjrth rtwq qsejftityfq 
h^tfesy anda coitage. In cafe.of fiffkd-ho 
hoiife; as jebuilt; and if they .die, ,tbfe he»ifb* 
' are replaced jby tbcjr ccwner. ’ •. A .certain 
fixed > portion: of their. -time aid labopr is 
appropriated to their cLords^ and the; re- 
mod nderv they are. at', liberty, tp;: convert. 
their owd profit odd putpofes. ' The nsn»hs$ 
of days deilined far . .their ;ma(ter^, varies 
in different provinces^ and ondiflfeiJen^-ef* 
tetes. But. in none .is-, the proportion,. 1 q 
fevere or exorbitant,. as, not to leave them 
time fufficient to cultivate:.their own iitfckf 

A 

fend. In fame parts of Poland; the pfea- 
fents often become rich, or. at, leali perfc&ly 
eafy .in their. circuftftai\ces. Their poverty 
and wretcbedhefsaaejaot djerefoae, fey thefe 
is x :: perfons. 
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I<|h 4' liefiedfejpffdtKaH 
$f'• tlfcii^QttfhfUtioi*. ix hT.Mfei taotefrcn* 
thei? BSS^iii- ^dofchlwto8riMc iiatktec&d, 
tfriitfltepefc} imd-WlC 6f mdtffe^ on-syejp- 
*tetp. .'-Sdehf a*er;th@ : iti^uxaents^aa^ii^ifi 
tfhk&Msre ih be adjtoktaed. ol Adfi4|sAn^fila». 
ever'all tb8ft ! fotdeic<d^&ta%£pb^dw 
lafft^cieswisievery? prmtt&iooi jidrtial «a>kri- 
cip£tftin;'iii OfderiJtWi^tJttfoiiaad) aiianatt 
Mari^iiinlefs < - ^$>Gte^pqpi*oie*^ i- ; ^>rxth idhqsfrfMHi 
fckffipg irf <»il *iadtp«libc»l flidoeeantry h fWihib 
. th4 Pbli^i f^pltf ape^edtbgEtiiei- ftiTngeista 

tfctaftl3&iji6fci<m; iih^y^can uwmrr^b tattteif 

pt^i^Mhlccin '^bcifttyp trior . ben :jrifely;' sun 
c$Qgrcfed*<fth«i fhttri&farc*.' >.* c.J. fr ■ l I -'.rt 
-H «biqw# ab <m\l> fetout fdt Kotoigfc 
bCr^^&md: if: l wtavI only to; cdntidenWar- 
&fc;ai^*Wpiial, ihdftpesdent ©fl'any tt|orwi> 
dr'tpbtitieal «ir©ftmftsqc88 conded^i^itfr 
it, iibo&id ptwrftsuadfc it^n agsetofbla pUu» 
ofi Ffefidenoe. hs^di^n^ittidtf ivto other' 

• ■ ordihaiiiy ^tilited, «w$»ita;,Tei 
moto' petition ' 'm~ the} eafttra iTfrBntiir’ of 
Europe* .render it*' pdeuli&rly m --dbje^t- of 
qcmjpfjty. jp^alllliw t^ttfiftpqiq» o£va me>» 
*•>.' 1 x 3 tropolis, 



*34 W T»® 

•4rO^)fo, &,gaiety* 

<£ elegant focbtyjl it .ifbifUfKiripriitf < rf iy 
*ltimati(ai At Betobn*: to*; Stoikhdmi 
42openbagdt». Bat no/poitiw pf*f*thy pr 
indifference, caniepable bie to Amt lay .qjrdi 
«n t^dtapfotafble .boodhito of ftdw&rtor 
W«eh fftfewp 

Sh4nii;i^bi} faa wamn{nje*alien*® 
Hmdn AiL^a'othenspfe^bwjft h&vp • Ipft.aU 
Rkfingatof .tOliifenfe : pf 

abtfiohal yhontihi*. Imd "fedepend* 

e*ee. _Tbi Kihgy djhwcwer,. <w»itbte i j 9 bis 
fnrfite ehara&er, ds ©nkjrin yi#iitojj$[faji(fo 
referred in> fell probaiulify ifoc'rfwwvefdan 
mities; who feemeddfirmife in. thebsjgpjb 
stent >df tbife prefeal bewi do feaiy/tbel^- 
eolte&wi. ! ta£, p^/lmjgfbrtwnlsi, dsn/wll-aa 
the ipro^Baftiof datwre;«j?Hf • 1 Powerfe&aed 
tsbfwpporftjd, he appeal 4©: »e%a hm^if 
to Bis fetfe 5 and after the cofw^fe^.^hiqh. 
he,:has ^witriMBefli .-tODaMfitv hiso&iftft be 
bome dfcwB 41®• ftreadj o£. events,, without 
ftrther pftfrtiag hie pniferEation ofr (extrica¬ 
tion; . .Uhe mobility,, tinned jby iyears of 
civil wac* sfhMaddredji add'.degraded, ,ytt 
• i funk 
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funk in diflipation, or fold to foreign pow¬ 
ers; excite only featiments of concern, 
blended with contempt. The inferior or¬ 
ders are hardly objects of pity • opprefled, 
enflaved, aad'f!fanget 4 lo^thfe‘-enlightened, 
love of their country, which we denomi- 
liite 

'<l‘A •« .w'’•> -i •fo r'.y v-v 1.1041®./ 


change of'infers jcejpt th<f fir|^ef- 

a name, they w^ '• uhd^rgo’no i^ia- 
aUcyration, Jn fonjo lenfe ^^^on- 
dition will even be ameliorated \$ljat- 
ever perfonal or domeftic grievances they 
irfay hsfcwbo fuppoft, Under their new Sove- 
i*ig*fe,::*bey wiM .at 'idea^kh fat jprvfe^d 
agaiiift ibeeigii ntepTediteibnlor.. * i - 
■rdHihfcf aeethe melam^aoly^ia^bioc^ wifeh 
tbe^'pslUbht dhor? o&xfi al^nd abcb#alityfi*b- 
eies*. otltsddihemhdrinBiit oftntihlyfee eo»h 
ddetohaStiife pcrtlud* n^ilktMabdiffolutian); 
-bat tin ft alone caxpvfcdctahr w#*eh, ’and' ill 
whit ijakimpri fc grakaneyeiit. will iae'atv 
emrrplilbed. oi3iy !qei* kMfltenwili piwbabiy 
be datedi^om. Baati»c orvThoth. i i . > ■; 



s$6 • 1 m*voi** ! or t m? •’ 

-v/r.q i:-i • ij. 7 *. 


Oy *... ■ ;.V-i \ 

-■/oioirjir! ?\V .J :r •* rb:.* b. 


# bJ : ‘ 

i;jny!u;L i' 






*1 • 


r * ' • ' r* , * 

“^11 A i i ) 


•) % i: 


fijo^of Komgjbcrg and. Berlin.—State of 
fiantzic. — -jOeJcription qf Thorn.—Partial- 
L fars . ‘ r^fye&ing Copernicus.—Journey ' ,/frwa 
'' Thdrii to Brejiaw.—Rtmdrks oh that tify % 
r -ctiiU<ait^leJa. 1 ' VA ' : ‘ ' ^ :,l ‘* ; : 

V*>ri} 






-ov« : < //’.a *j- r J •.•>} .|WW 

batfcenrep *: ftiy bf inearl twojiifoi>tte at 
left it onrthe Sfith of 
Ad^y fbriKanjgflksgt 'bob alSiao^pbftsi'are 
-oftablrihed tfardugh thaib paat'oftPtolaod,, it 
-naa irdepMbteito l^-dhbesi fanrfesitovcon* 
^untoMiibdcMSHtWaw^^ the ^kftvPnifflaaB 
' which waxe^ drove end mar , 
•nagrtt Hiy*- a‘fingle paftihQn.. {.quitted Wir- 
•ft^r r!with k mixture ©f plea&re. and., ief xe* 
gret. Its .rfocietyi sod. amufianenis iiaight 
agreeably detain a ftrangejr, if their irfcpref-. 
18 l .. fton 
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ion a(nd mf a^gftaaf 

neafctreefiw^d^ »byJ<tovtiattomd 'n^^wsa^t 
degndatiecfotB' whjohjfjrai U fkojdiiylft^ivh^ 
Jtefs. > it iobsa&6teri2es every *kihgr>i#fB«n 
^and^I and mH&iedriae tbithei frtfitlefait Oit 
myd&pturikimifirclm Wsafjav} 
ah ofilyda Tero lep,gufe» 'i^ftabtyd day* (down; 
metre ; i fron»fl‘ijieceflily', i i tinfi cboidB, idiot 
mretcheddmHel ' iihdbit^d'- by 'Jidrs[ I Theiti 
IpMbd; tiiendigkt^/ftfl^cHtci-onr tchrtyitailairj 
dmottgf djrnks; ipigs y J^eg, aadtfeweffiwt 
d&bwrdd hp verminyiahd unableitbilJebp 
ti» awaainfiof.thelfaeat^-as ji’dlias thi figfeUi 
vrhitjhrajinoyedme/:h rUxi ', •• <;i l-.w \>d 

- rl machedi die benrttefe iofc Ib-offipaeipiflHl 
fettenringr day,’ and a«ri^d '^tfQotiSgfewigj 
aftervd twAkras, &s vretli te.fihigiringij tpfc ihy 
tin the fteft i of- Abgtrfb; tThe addomtap<fe$ 
tions 4m thelinija,- oppe&fh(mi^*aAr>ii«rfri|p 
lanilar i« thofe of Efdfcnd.-\ fiat m ;alHttir 
fye6ta.eiiK,. the ij^adkioirfrtaiwoHe: dtHmtrjJ 
to the : fi*hdr is a ple^ifmgi brte, kndxahtfbt 
liil toibrike the moll^carelefs ohfervaj. * if 
Ftedeno oppreffes and itapovenihei, he at 
J»« leaft 
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leaft-extends prohsfeoii ftthis £*kje&», and 
^ktt^imiakxiar, trymbty tp' pkthder them* 
Ift^Pol9jfcd».;l(h« ; mpaimim- «& tfentg^Mrefn# 

Battityi agdi &e«B»eft*wttsi'; tafi 

Ad nobility* fjMtiadt imtvbrialtsquhuu fiiraai 
at-:thK;ftaiijbtyv/ cukifptm; >awd 
population c £ 1 Ai; greastep. ipdrtMaf thvlrtorci* 
Arm flfrics itakfiiafli i Ma^ftyi' -through 

vhiflt 1 psfi&d., i A*ijidbe:i>e^kioih^ )dftkw 
{we^tvtBDtwryiPni^twaa sdmdfo dxhrfkrt; 
rsvftgedlby Ae r pik^ke, an^ pefenty> without 
inhit tUinlH; i Friedfirix-.^ihawi therAth 
HUkgj h^mr^r htBr0m^ )dkiioAr,6amiom 
he was in his private chara&4ri , jetv‘ a&tlti a 
pdhcgrr«^uiaU.y: cidightfened anti hiHnaaa, ire- 
^afl;iihtopta^€fcit 3 ?:-^r famittmg tbe:toh»* 
Piwb iky tpnely donatiftas tdjoanihy* tor the 
|dbpio. Hia foo^theJgreatFrterierui, though 
qtid aw e ti wjriaamiad more enlarged, and 
vdthf; views A many jfafJieSbB mote cievatsd^ 
IjaSiiwibfoHowed thet'esmmpie. ’•'Duimg'Afc 
whokx<hn*fe .of his .reigi, it is refckain that 
H has nstniieftetl u fliflike for ihis.patto? 
has tiojmiiiaas, 'jrhicb he nev^r deagab.to 
, vifit 
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vifit ia t6\mksb 'whkfa he «mi 

e*preft'es a fqrt of: aliettation. tWhik ixe 
nearer, •fells .afcgMi&Ufjrto iilip«6t .^aad 

tb^ ne^ijr fa^ufoecb prcrw»pe»i<aa eiiiherffeii 
of the- Miftolh* hp ■ dddainffilly <avta<s/ ho 
eyes feoin tWking$k®& andi$ectpfetofFit}fe 
6a. . They fepl-aa feige&fc and pa alien*'ihi* 
Jwjitiality. .’ More jthbn ftiBrojy; ;y««rfc4ia'w 
efep^offiiee ha lafeffco»fu*td; itbetu fey bill 
gtasfinubBc?^ J ; .1 •: A :■ -vi ■; J 
-: Koasgfeeigv Hke Mofoowiflad Prague,!* 
capital lanxmie, m&jthtii »4<fence 
fcf s.Coaeb,.. Hc^Dfieflea. ii£ve*thelefenwpajr 
pfintsiooif fH^amttty'ofcctve [Berliner Pota* 
faacm, nfetlorr o£ which. < chips j rfai,; compart 
leth-aflad fthe id«tott^'of:ibU.<iildJooai 
pafibont r^Tht; inter RrogeU upt>a which 
Konigfbestg >is tank* expeefbin magnitudd 
fin. Hard arai the Sjpree, aS-inueh: m rthf 
ftmwmimig country excel* ia beauty and 
fertility fixe.batten feuds' of. iBraadentargk 
Bytbe Pregel, Konig&erg conansuuweates, at 
•' few milts below the tity, with the Bal¬ 
tic ; and its vicinity to the Ruffian pro* 
,••/•■ vinces. 



1 

gtj* .2T HfMOVBBl or) TTOJ 

mmoeSil piartiimilsyciy/ itl.to 

ntatfitdbif thei«tofeft :kld)tioilSp ieith«r hoftj}* 
Jbvfianubiilde/^iqthi i^tentfburgi*. 

4fe* r^oiiJ0^‘ mjrif 

v& sptodififio’As mk eKv 

$o*ft d> feinpi9(|Cbnigfeerg; -' i ■ .fkwfttfj:cast well 
aslfVwdam* Imp 

cf-:fcoam^r<3|$rt«id nddtfi v«io{Heir ■ , ^rla«}i|*4 
4up^eh2rfWAild^f«oftxic& o£ thc&oiMqgfe 
It muft however be admitted, tha&xthe^ 
difbdJS¥^gjes^»oid:fo 
iatraL iop thd tcdfeKralobtoatioo of tto present 
^spitaKi I Th©v Pnrffltti* * T^oJhiniotnr r ekteitd 
istegLlsjl;^ 1 wfth?dfidtte\ mtecwds) feoitf-th? 
Jttiipe>aruh.the -Gl*m^n.:0«ein t*» the weft) 
i»jthd> frontier! xtfjQstufenad and hithtuadM 
Berlin is ^i^wiTernridoubtedly.Iietter edfiaq 
toed ^onikeftpi«ig3Hp:a prom'pt:qaimfinihca4 
•if&h with thoxQourte iof. Landing Vmml and 
fc»> HUgue~> as well as for; wat (doings :evE»jt 
niw^menturfitfte Cabinet of. ’Viennat, andi&si 
tending tawi«i5f.'p»(^eaaon ot- affifrance td thS 
rteihbets 6 ftr tfrei Geitoanic Syftem. :r We 
rtftj therefore ytfjnfider. it :as highlyimpros 

hable, 
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f$#![ 

<iY$r jbfci 

P^lf^ , ail’ .; c :'.\>i;;\ih i : ; 1 r. 'li , .Ti^t 
jaC^nfejj^gtpiy; jfcurj^y ^rptfgb rPjtW 

PWit2ic,-\vjbtei^ 
l-fpuntj cipyLfw^’. M* Wtropg^topy ^ 
*$er ^.refid^pgaof meftr feventeen' ygaa^g * 

t~ i 

Warfaw, r ; Ava% %bovi^ ;to pmbark ;for .Sjjbgfef' 
^holm, -beipg; fetflt as. J\4i$i%r at that-jCJpynfk, 
iP^r^ipg^p^r^W/i^jfj^iStanin^pS; 
not unaecopipapied \yitb tpaip on both.ficUisf 
and T^ith .the mpft rpefcsrrfholy j>reifige^' pf 
ifttpendipg .futurity; ^Tbpyare but;tp&-w£li 
juflified by; .the .po^tiop and, prpfp^&s of 
that unfortunate Prince. Dantzic, fituatpc$ 
near the mopth of the yiftula r in thp) ifieft 

• * \ K * a 

delicious country, and in thtfhap]# efk 
tion for trade, excjtes ptprefent only, fpnfafc 
tions of epppern and eonuniferatipn. . It i$ 
evidently; jpuph..declined in population, inp 
dpftry, and: jiphes, fince: I ,laft vifijfod i$» 
oidy fpuryp^Tf ago. ^Frederic bolds it cfofejy 
invejled„ thp#gh without the pftctt^blp ftp* 
pearpnce ;flf c jM&Uty ; ^ there ; ^fp. b§ 

; ,H iitde 
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little tjueftiton, that the blockade win finally 
compel 'die inhabitants to furrender on 
terms, if not at difcretion. They (till in¬ 
deed, nourilh hopes of interpofition from 
Catharine, who naturally eaanot fee without 
jealoufy, fuch an addition made to the po¬ 
litical and commercial power of the King of 
Frnffia. But he has always fouhd means, 
either by terror or by conciliation, to mol¬ 
lify, and even to'difarm the Court of Peterf- 
burgh, filafter of the Viftula, above and 
below the city of Dantzie; poflefled of the 
fuburbs; apd gently, but fyftematically 
edereing the place, he has already defiroyed 
its commerce in a great degree. The pe¬ 
riod of its political extinction may, like 
that of Poland, be haftened or protra&ed 
from many caufes: but I fhould incline to 
fuppofe, that it cannot be very diftant. 
There is no obje£t of acquifition or .aggran¬ 
dizement, upon which Frederic has kept his 
eye more invariably fixed; and there are 
few Within his grafp, which will, when ac- 
cOmpliftied, contribute more to increafe his 

impor- 
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tfoe-fcaleofthe Baltic and 
European* posters. 

Ia my journey foam Dantzic to Thom, 
where t derived on the gth of this month, 
I had aa opportunity of viewing the rich 
and valuable traft of country, which Ere- 
detic has acquired by the partition-of Po¬ 
land. It extends chiefly along the banks 
of the Viftula, almoft flora the gates of one 
city, to thofe of the Other ; and no portion 
of die north of Europe, Livonia not ex¬ 
cepted* is Superior to it in fertility of (oil. 
Nearly at the lbuthem termination ftafcds 
Thorn, as Bantzic is placed at the other 
extremity to the north. Both Cities have 
been hitherto fpared by bis Prufifian Mai* 
jefty; butitte only a refplte, the reflet Of 
policy, not of moderation, Thom, which 
was founded by the Teutonic knights infhe 
thirteenth century, long continued fee, 
under the proteSim, not the domittum,of 
Poland. It divided with Damrietb* trado 
of all the interior provinces of that com- 
tty; and,was, during the flomaftong y** 
- , • riods 
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rinds of ife goj ? emment, io 1 ij$h. «A.^ell.a 4 
powerful, that the city maintained, a bedjt 
of- three•* thouferid regular troop,'ip c(m- 
flout pay., At prefentj the mibja^ force ia 
dwindled to >a, hundred) fbldier»»; Forty 

Ruffians, commanded, by an enfign, have 
likewife been recently, admitted linto the 
place:; chiefly.wjth a view, of. preventing. th^ 
Pruflians • from making any attack, by Op&a 
violence. , Frederic will however pupjbpblyj 
attain, ,by more ij»dire£t and artM grfejd^h 
tions,. the obje6i of hia ; ambition, : Ho 
knows bow to reduce-the city, without em¬ 
ploying artillery, or the formality of a.fiege* 
He has already feised on thee territory:of 
Thorn, firakeneditbe acce&to it*, and effec¬ 
tually Qonfifcated their revenues jby erect¬ 
ing. (pu^omrhonfe^ Oil tlie Vjftulu, wbjcfv levy: 
exorbitant duties oh every article of. im-, 
por&tion or exportation, InfuCty depopu-t 
taiictn and decay are vifible im every ftreetr 
Suren 177a the inhabitant^ have dimjnifhedt 
ajthiod part, ; from fifteen to Jeti tfaM»nd i 

and they are. ftill .enimafly;d^«eenfihg» Fw* 

_I;„i poflulations 
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poftul&tions and reclamations are vain 
againft force. While England, Holland, 
and Ruflia are paffive, Poland cannot, prd- 
te£t itfelf. In a few years, according to all 
appearance, Thorn will be fwallowed up in 
the Pruflian Monarchy. 

Whatever may be its political fate, the 
name of Thorn will always recall to. the 
mind a man, whofe deep refearches afcer- 
tained the principle, only furmifed by an¬ 
tiquity, upon which refts the Newtonian 
fyftem of philofophy. Nicholas Copernicus, 
of Kopemic, has immortalized the place of 
his birth and refidence. Every particular 
relative to him excites- curiofity; and after 
.vifiting his houfe, as well as his tomb, I 
endeavoured to obtain fome information 
.concerning his family; It is not a little re¬ 
markable, that fo fublime a difcovery Ihould 
have originated in a part 6f Europe the moll 
.obfcure, and hardly civilized; while it 
efcaped the finer genius of Italy, and of 
France. Though a part of the building 
vol. ii. L has 
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has been deftroyed by fire, the fchaiftlW is 
(till teligioufly preferred, in which Coper¬ 
nicus was born. His remains are ttaried 
under a flat ftone, in one of the fide aides 
of the moft ancient church of Thom. 
Above, is ere6ted a fmall monument, on 
which is painted a half-length portrait of 
him. The face is that of a man declined 
in years, pale and thin; but there is in the 
expreffion of the countenance, fomething 
Which pleafes, and conveys the idear of in¬ 
telligence. His hair and eyes are' black, 
his hands joined in prayer, and he inhabited 
in the drefs of a prieft. Before hiin is a 
crucifix, at his foot a fkull, and behind 
appear a globe and compafs. He died ili 
1543; and when expiring, is faid to bav^ 
confefled himfelf, as long and uniform tra¬ 
dition reports, in the following Latin verfos, 
which art infcribed oh the riiontrment. 
They demonflrate that when near his dif- 
fblution, all cares or inquiries, except thofe 
■of a religious nature, had ceafed to afleft 
or to agitate him. 


" Noa 
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v Non parem Pauli g^atiaru require, * * 

“ Veniapa Petri neque posep ; sedl quani 
“ In eracis ligno dederat latroni, 

Sedulus ofo. w 

Monfieur Luther de Geret, counfellor of 
the fepate of Thorp, furpifhed pae with 
fome information relative tq the illuflxiqus 
perfon in queftion; and as fa little is 
afeertained of his origin or family, it. 
merits to be preferved. > “ The father of 
“ Kopemic was a ftranger, from what part, 
“ of Europe is lately unknown.. Ha> 
“ fettled, here as a merchant, and the qr-» 
“ chives of the city prove that he obtained. 
“ the freedom of Thom in 1462. Jt feeips'. 
“ clear that he mpft fravp beep jp opulent; 
“ eircumflaoces, apd of mnfidep|tio,p; pot 
“ only from the liberal education which’ h®- 
“ beftowed upon his fph, w hop the rank 
* of his wife. She-w^s .filler of Luca W^t, 
“ zelrode, bifhop of Erpejapd* a predate, 
“ defpepded from ope of the mod ilh^dous 
“ families of Polifh Pruflia> The pape of> 
i( .the frrther, asf well ajqf the lop, was> 
Li “ Nichpjp. 
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“ Nicholas. To the patronage of his ma- 
“ temal uncle, the great Copernicus, was 
“ indebted for his ecclefiaftical promotions; 
“ being made a prebend of the church of 
“ St. John at Thom, and a canon of the 
“ church of Frawemberg in the diocefe of 
“ Ermeland. Of his private life we know 
“ little. He did not refide here altogether, 
“ nor did he die here; his body having been 
** brought to Thom for fepulture from 
“ Ermeland, where he expired. A dyfen- 
“ teiy, accompanied with a partial pally, 
“ produced his death. In his character, as 
“ well as in all his deportment, he was mo- 
“ deft, diffident, and religious. It is not 
“ either known or believed that he left 
“ behind him any natural children. But 
<c the family continued to refide here, as 
“ appears by a maniifcript chronicle ftill 
“ exifting, in'which it is mentioned, that 
“ * On the nth of Auguft'1601, died Mar- 
“ tin Kopemic, barber, of the kindred and 
“ pofterity of Nicholas Kopemic; a young 
“ man, unmarried and wealthy, of an apo* 
19 : “ pleftic 
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<c pleftic fit, at his garden in the fuburbs.’ 
“ In his perfon we Apprehend the name to 
“ have become totally extinft.” 

The Viftula oppofite to Thorn, is broad, 
and acrofs it extends a bridge, over which 
I palled on my journey to this city. All 
Europe, I believe, cannot produce fuch 
another, it being compofed entirely of loofe 
planks placed on wooded piles or pillars, 
at a conliderable height above the water. 
There is no fort of railing or fence on 
either fide; and though exceedingly long, 
it is fo narrow that two. carriages cannot 
poffibly pafs in any part. So loofe indeed 
are the boards, and fo frail is its conftruc- 
tion, that it is impoffible to drive over it 
without Ihuddering. Our firft day’s jour¬ 
ney from Thom, lay through the newly ac¬ 
quired dominion^ of his Prullian Majefty, 
which, previous to the partition of Poland, 
conftituted part of the province of Cujavia. 
JBut, fo unafcertained are the limits of thefe 
recently fequeftered territories, and fa de- 
firous is Frederic of extending and enlarg- 
x 3 ing 
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teg them, that it is difficult, if not im- 
^offible, to know what are their boundaries. 
His troops 'have either advanced or re* 
•ceded, during the laft fix years, as the re¬ 
clamations of the Court of Peterfburj^i 
h&ve*been ftrong or.gentle. I palled through 
‘various villages which had been occupied 
'Ivy 'by the Pruffians, and afterwards refftored 
to Poland. Blit the fate of that unhappy 
country is not yet finally decided. 

Entering next day the. Palatinate of 
■'Gnefna, which Is ‘ftill avowedly fubjeCt 
‘tb StanHlaus, we reached a town called 
'Cfeercova, towards evening, ‘where with the 
uttnoft 1 difficulty : I procured a milerable 
room and -bed. ^No polls being here efta- 
Tblifhed, we were obliged to hire fix vefy 
indifferent horfes belonging to Jews, con¬ 
ducted by two -Poles, who more r-efembled 
'favagesthan poftiiions, in their attire. The 
morning was very rainy, and we had foarcely 
advanced a league from Chercova, when, 
in eroding a bridge compofed of loofe planks, 
like dmt ofthe drivers not having 
16 * exaCtly 
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jBiaSly taken the middle, the boards tilted 
ttp, and precipitated os into the ftream. It 
.•was .fortunately rather a torrent than a river, 
and as-.the.difb.nce was neither confiderable, 
nor the depth great, we foon made ourefcape 
amt'of the carriage. The glades and one 
of the wheels were .broken by ,the violence 
of the fall ; nor was it till after a confider- 
able .time, that with the afliftance of feveral 
.peafants, the chaife was again raifed .up, 
and we proceeded flowly towards the next 
town. But the horfes having tired in the 
midft.of a wood, where the fand reached 
.nearly to the axle-trees, after many ineffec¬ 
tual efforts, it became neceffary to fend a 
-fervant for affiflance. He returned in an 
hour, bringing frefh horfes, which drew us 
to Jameson, where we dried ourfelves, and 
found fome refrefhment at an inn kept by 
Jews ; a race of people, to whom, notwith- 
-fbnding their extortion, travellers are under 
the greateft obligation, while palling through 
this inhofpitable portion of Europe. At 
-Cojmin, the town in which we remained 
L 4 during 
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during the _ night, neither furniture, beds, 
nor provifions were to be procured in the 
inn, if fuch it could properly be called; 
and-we were glad to lie down on the door, 
littered with clean draw. 

Having reached the Sileiian frontiers, on 
the enfuihg morning, we gladly quitted 
Poland; a country in which it is difficult to 
imagine, or to exaggerate, the extent as 
well as variety of human wretchednefs! 
Breflaw is a fine city, hardly inferior in 
population to Warfaw; and if we except 
the palaces which are to be found in the 
Poliffi capital, far fuperior to it in regularity, 
beauty, and the marks of opulence or 
civilization. Frederic, who knows its im¬ 
portance, has adopted every art iri order to 
engage the affections of the inhabitants; 
and to obliterate, or infenfibly efface, their 
ancient predileCtion in favor of the Houfe 
of Auftria. He never fails to vifit them 
annually, diftributes favors among them, 
and has conftruCted cazemes, with a view 
to relieve the citizens from the inconveni¬ 
ence 
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ence of lodging his foldiery, But it is 
on the tenure of arms, that he refts his beft • 
hopes of die fecurity and prefervation of 
Silefia. In time of peace, a jgarrifon of 
eight battalions is ufually maintained in 
Breflaw. At prefent, when he is engaged 
in perfon at the head of his forces in Bohe¬ 
mia, he has left only about four fhouland 
men in this city; an evident proof how 
little apprehenfion he entertains that the 
Auftrians will attempt to inveft it, or that 
they can undertake to reconquer Silefia. 

I am juft returned from looking at the {pot 
rendered memorable by the battle of Bref¬ 
law, in November 1757, which was fought 
partly in a plain without the place, and , 
partly in the fuburbs of St. Nicholas. In¬ 
deed, the whole furrounding country has 
been fertilised with human blood, in the 
pourfe of the conteft between Auftria and 
Prufiia, for tills valuable and extenfive 
province. 

To-morrow I fet out for Drefden, 
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Afpe 6 t of Drefden , andfecurity of that capital, 
•—benefits refultmg to Saxony from the Prufi 
fian alliance.—Journey from Brejlaw to Dref¬ 
den.—Examination of the campaign of 1778. 
■—Jujlification of the King of Prufiia's military 
plan.—Anecdotes of that Monarch.—His 
■retreat to Schatzlar.—Entrance of Prince 
Jlenry into Bohemia.—He retires into Saxony. 
t State qf the Prince and his army, at the 
clofe qf the campaign. 


Dresden, OSoher 8, 1718; 

I t is fcarcely poffible to recognize thi$ 
city, which I quitted Jail November, 
or to conceive the change produced in it 
by a few months. Drefden then enjoyed 
profound tranquility; and the inhabitants, 
engaged in all the amufements or OGCupa? 
tions of Peace, looked forward to the pro¬ 
bable 
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liable continuance of a long repofe. Now, 
every thing announces war, and the place is 
converted into a garrifon. Nothing can be 
mere Unking than the tranfition; nothing 
more anftnating than the fcene. Priifiian 
• buffers and Saxon CuirafTeers, mixed with 
cavalry, infantry, and dragoons, croud the 
ftoreets. The inns and private houfes are 
filled with prifo'ners and hoftages, moftly 
from -Bohemia, who occupy the apartments 
-to the very roof. Even the ladies talk only 
•-of war, and difcufs or criticife the military 
operations of the campaign, with no fmall 
ability. 

If we except, however, the general fer-* 
mentation produced by fo great and unex¬ 
pected an event., together with fome aug¬ 
mentation of'the public expence, necefferily 
refulting from an increafed military efta- 
blifhment; Drefden has not hitherto ex¬ 
perienced any of the calamities ufually at¬ 
tendant on, or chara&eriftic of war. The 
Elector goes out to hunt, as ufual, at Mo- 
ritaburg; parties of pleafure are made at 

fevera) 
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feveral leagues diftant, without the flighted 
apprehenlion of danger from the Auftrians; 
and all die environs of the capital are pro¬ 
tected from infult or devaluation. A fmall 
party of Croats* who fwam acrofe the Elbe 
above the city, fome days ago, and who as 
haftily repaffed the river again into Bohe¬ 
mia, are the only enemies that have yet 
appeared. If fo extraordinary a degree of 
prote&ion and fecurity, at a moment like 
the prefent, does not prove, as it would 
feem to do, the wifdom of the Govern¬ 
ment ; it certainly demolift rates the fupe- 
rior advantage refulting to Saxony, from an 
alliance with Pruffia, rather than with Auf- 
tria. Only twenty-two years ago, at the 
commencement of the great war of 1756, 
before hoftilities began, all Saxony was 
over-run by Fredericks troops. The elec¬ 
torate was ravaged, the capital bombarded 
and plundered, the King of Poland driven 
from his hereditary dominions to take re¬ 
fuge at Warfaw, and his army ignominioufly 
iaade prifoners of war at Pirpa; while the 

imperial 
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imperial forces were reduced to be fpe&a- 
tofs of thefe difufters, which tliey could 
neither prevent nor revenge. 

At prefent, the .fame Prince who formerly ' 
humbled and cannonaded Drefden, extends 
to it complete prote&ion. The gates are 
confided to Pruffian troops; the money of 
Brandenburgh is current in all payments or. 
contracts; and the molt perfect cordiahty; 
fubfifts between the two fovereigns, as weli> 
as between their refpective fubje&s. Tbe- 
name of Frederic, fo long held in execra-: 
tion throughout this, country, vfhich bled- 
under his opprellion, is now pronounced; 
with veneration. They feem only to re-' 
member his' valor, (kill, and military re¬ 
putation. All the animofities of former- 
reigns are now done away by prefent necefe: 
fity; and at a time when the campaign is. 
rapidly drawing to a clofe, only a few pre¬ 
datory incurfions have difturbed the interior 
tranquillity of Saxony. 

- So ineftimable an advantage is not -how¬ 
ever to be wholly afcribed either to. the fu- 

perior 
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perier activity and Energy of Frederic; or 
ilill lefs to any incapacity, tardinefs, or in¬ 
ferior military ability in the Auftrian com¬ 
manders. It refults in a great degree front 
the nature of the country itfelf, and the 
local pofition of Drefden in particular. 
Though this capital is lituated within a very 
few leagues of the Bohemian frontiers, yet 
as Saxony is bounded by mountains and 
defiles towards Bohemia, the approaches are 
difficult, hazardous, and either impeded by 
fnows during many months of the year, or 
eaiily defended againft an invader. On the 
contrary, notwithstanding the portion of 
territory by which Berlin and Drefden are 
feparated, exceeds a hundred miles in ex¬ 
tent; the intermediate country is almoft 
all flat, open, and indefenflble, except by a 
fuperior army, at the riik of a general en¬ 
gagement; Happily therefore fer Saxony, 
policy and intereft have dictated at the pre- 
fent moment, a clofe alliance with Pruffia; 
whofe' Sovereign now appears as the cham¬ 
pion of the Germanic fyftem and liberties 
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agaihft Auftrian innovation; while he, is the 
peculiar advocate of Saxony, the Ele&refe 
Dowager being lifter and allodial heirefs to 
the late Elector of Bavaria. We may how¬ 
ever venture fafely to aflert, that while tha 
prefent political order of things, and the 
prelent balance of power remain unchanged 
ift Germany; no advantages which the 
court of Vienna can hold out or offer to‘ 
Saxony, will ever coinpenfate for the mif- 
fintunes almoft neceflarily refulting from a 
rupture with, Pruffia. This is a truth of 
which the prefent wife Elector, inftru&ed 
by His grand-father’s experience and cala¬ 
mities, feems to have the fulleft convi&iofi. 

I arrived here on the 19th of laft month, 
after ctofflng a fine part of Silefia, and the 
whole Province of Lufatia, which latter 
country belongs to Saxony, and is in every 
refpe6t one of the moft beautiful of the 
German Empire. They derive additional 
charms, from the cbntraft which every vil- • 
lage and every cottage prefent to thofe of 
Poland, At Parchwit2, a- little town in 

Silefia,. 
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Silefia, we were only about twelve ‘leagues 
from the great Pruffian army, under the 
King’s command, in Bohemia: but Frederic 
neither permits vifitors, nor accepts volun¬ 
teers. The Englifh are particularly - ob¬ 
noxious to him; and it is certain that he 
has never finccrely loved the nation, at any 
period of his reign, however policy or nc- 
ceffity may have driven him, under peculiar 
circumflances, to form alliances with Great 
Britain.. He has. not forgotten the unpaid 
fubfidy of 1762; and he deprecates, not 
without fome reafon, the animadverfions or 
criticifms which foreigners of our defcrip- 
tion, might prefume to pafs upon his mili¬ 
tary plans and conduct. “ Je ne veux pas 
“ de chambre bafle au. milieu de mon ar* 
“ mee,” faid he, in reply to an application 
, made him lately, to permit fome Englifli 
officers to ferve as volunteers in his camp. 
Perhaps, if we rightly confider the matter, 
he cannot juftly be blamed for his determi¬ 
nation on this point. 

Silefia and Lufatia are claffic ground in 

modem 




Court dr HRLiiTj ETd. i6t 
modern hiftory, and may not improbably 
form the fcene of fome future epic poem, of 
which Frederic will be the hero, and his 
victories or dangers the principal fubjeft. 

- It is impoffible not to 1 have him conftanfly 
prefent to the mind and imagination, while 
travelling from Breflaw to Drefden* As 
well might we vifit the Troade, without 
recalling Hector or Achilles, at every ftep. 
We drove acrofs the plain of Lida, where 
he completely defeated the Auftrians under 
Prince Charles of Lorrain, in December 
1757 J and over that of Lignite, where he 
extricated himfelf at one of the moft peri* 
lous moments of the laft war, in Auguft 
1760. Surrounded by three great armies, 
and apparently on the very point of extinc¬ 
tion, it was only by muring Laudohn, that 
he there preferved his crown and life* At 
•the end of twenty yeans, it is curious to 
behold him and his brother Henry, again 
oppofed almoft on the fame ground, to the 
ferae Generals, Lacy and Laudohn. Near 
-Bautzen in Lufaria, I left at a fmall diflance, 

- vol. 11. M the 




I6z MIMOUI Of T«B . 

the heights memorable; for the defeat of 
Hohkircben ia 1738, wh&re Marihil Keith 
wias killed 1 How nabriy perihve tfifle&k>ns 
touft neceflarily arife ia the mind of his 
Pruffian Majefty, when he reviews, as he 
now does, the theatre (if hb eftrly protvefs! 
With whatfehfations .touil he.rfot reviht the 
fcene of hits alternate triumphs artddefobta! 
How frequently Wuift’he behold ti idea* the 
numerous commanders who perhhedm his 
quarrel* and. over: whofe graves he. is. ac¬ 
tually Contending in; the evening of ; his 
riign.f After efcaping; unhurt from, fo many 
perils, he is how. leadihg to battle the 
grartdfons of thole* who fought and con¬ 
quered wider his ftandard at' Mollwitz. 

Dreldon appears to me ilill. move agree¬ 
able on this fecond riiit, thista at the foil : 
the envirhns are hoaotifiil, for furpaffihg ih 
tpi&ucefque fccnery* even thofe ©f Vienna. 
They form a ftrikkrg contrail to the : tame 
depopulated, expanfe which- ihvefts War few, 
and not'ilafi fo to the fterile fonds that far- 
round Berlin and Fdtzdam. But indepen- 
17 . -dent 
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dent jo£ local feperioifitiesi other ciroum- 
hances render it at present the moft interest¬ 
ing place of refidenoe in Europe. The 
vicinity of four great armies; the number 
of officers of rank who are continually paf- 
ling through the city-; its htuation, at lb 
teeonfiderable a diftancC from the theatre of 
wor T . that every event -which happens in 
citing: camp, is known here in a few hours 
aftedwaaeds: all thefe things make it for 
more 'sanding ithqn -either Berlin or Vienna, 
which by their more remote portion know 
little except 'from report. Here,, every 
movement and every action are c&nvaffed 
with equal freedom and acutenefs< Con-* 
verfoeion ahd fociety derive animation from 
die rfeene performing before usrj and I fee 
nothing in Drefden which feeras to have 
efcaped the contagion, unlefs perhaps it toe 
the Elefitorhimfelf. 

Infinite <are thefpeeuiafciohs, and various 
the opinions, on die pall-campaign; for 
.fuch it may now, I believe, • he termed, 

-die bwodPjarffiqn qr mies ark already retiring, 
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or retired out of £oheinia, and the military 
operations are at an end. It is not proba¬ 
ble that the Auftrians, who have hitherto 
fyftematically aCted on the; defenfive, will 
fuddenly change their plan, and purfue the 
retreating enemy into Saxony. Certainly 
no campaign in the courfe of the prefent 
century, has more difappointed expectation, 
produced fewer events, or been attended 
'with fo inconfiderable an effufion of Blood. 
There are not wanting perfons here, who 
criticife the King of Pruffia's and Prince 
Henry’s conduCt, with extreme feverity4 
They fay, the great Frederic in 1778, is 
.no more hindelf, than was Prince Eugene 
in 1734. They accufe him of wanting ert- 
terprize, of fearing to commit his reputa¬ 
tion to hazard, and of allowing his troops 
to wafte away in inaction. “ After palling 
“ many months,” fay they, “ in remon- 
“ ftrances and delays relative to the Bava- 
•“ nan fucceffion, which he ought to have 
employed in arms, and thereby giving 
** the. Auftrians time to prepare for his re- 

“ ception. 
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“ ception, he at length enters Bohemia.’ 
“ What has he done? Has he opened a 
“ way to Prague? Has he given battle to 
“ Jofeph the Second? Did he vanquiih the 
“ obftacles oppofed to his jun6tion with 
Prince Henry ? No! He could not effe£l 
“ any one of thele objects. After ravaging' 
“ and defolating fame of the northern cifcles 
“ of Bohemia* from which he has only car* 
“ ried off a few hoftages; he and his bro- 
“ ther, alike fruftrated in all their views, 
“ have already fallen back upon Saxony and 
“ Sileiia. Far from attacking the enemy's 
“ lines, behind the- Elbe, at Konigingratz, 
“ as he did at Prague, at Torgau, and on 
“ fo many other occafions, during the great: 
“ war of feven years; we have neither feen 
“ a fiege, nor even witneffed a fkirmifh 
“ whioh deferves the name. The campaign 
“ is clofed; arid the Emperor, who never 
“ yet was prefent at a battle, nor. beheld 
“ an army, except at the ceremony of a 
“ review, has foiled, and obtained a negar 
* tive viftory, over the greateft eomman- 

3 ** ders 
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“ dersof the prefeht age. If the Prince 
** Royal had led om. the Pruffians, we 
“ Ihdtdd have been mote fucceMiily' and at 
i( lead we fltoukl hive. given battle to the 
u . enemy. Frederic has famved bbnfelf? 
“ Ce ffeft. plus qua l’ombre du grand Fre^ 
“ deric>” as he himfelf in his Memoirs, has 
“ faid of Prince Eugene in his laft cam- 
paign. He is do longer the lame a&ive 
‘‘ hero who fought at Rolbach, at Torgsu, 
*? and at CttnerfdorfL” 

. Such ace the ammadrerfians palled on 
his -condufit, by thofb who cenfure the pre*. 
font campaign. I canfefe that the fads and 
arguments are at iirft light calculated to 
poke ad impreflioq; bat an examination 
they wifl be found, in my opinion, no left 
unjuft than unmerited. It is true that die 
campaign, which has been fterile in great 
events, offers nothing brilliant to the ima* 
gittation. Frederic has neither atchieved 
the eonqueft of Bohemia, nor the capture 
, of Prague: I will even admit that Ins an- 
tagonift, by compelling him to retire into 

his 
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hi* 4«wwibn^ hs§ aequirod a.degw# 
•f. wpubitioo- oft bis expend -'Bm £$pwr 
ihg theft: piiftffiipjeft, whew has been the 
want of ability, enterprise, chf' ardour, in 
h*s.:i*arutfi&n Majefty, ? Let us 4r& 

pafiwqately, 

. The trar originates in the l&ajurp of a part 
of Ba*»ria by the Coprtof Vienna} upon 
vety problematical gj^undspf right pr juftk*. 
If Frederic had net ren^oftraftd j if he bad 
mftantly invaded Bohemia or Moravia* a* 
be did in 1736, hritaad of feeding reclame 
tkms and marafedoe to Marta Thorefa. bo 
might probably have acquired mope laurels j 
bat be certainly would not havo pibyed to 
hie ..fubjeOfl' and t» «}1 Europe,, that he is 
animated by no other motive than the pro* 
tefikion of the Germanic liberties, Such a 
eaufe, and fuch a ppaviftion* outweigh in 
their effebt upon mankinds tbemoft hrilhant 
viftory. After folly demqnllrating his nip* 
deration and- anxious wift for peace, he at 
length has recoutfe to .anpa. Entering Bp* 
hernia on the SUehan quarter, he advances 
M 4 ihtq 



163 MEMOIRS OF tHK ' 

into the kmgdom» and finds Jofephthe Se¬ 
cond, 'with Lacy at his fide; entrenched 
behind the Elbe, in an iniacceffible camp, 
on the heights of Konigingratz} having 
under his command notlefs than a hundred 
thoufand foldiers, Prince Henry of Pruffia 
penetrates at the fame time into Bohemia 
on another quarter, •Where he meets Lau- 
dohn advantageoufly pofted, who impedes 
his further progrefs, or his approach to¬ 
wards the King, Jofeph on his part de¬ 
clines, and even prohibits all offenfive or 
hazardous operations, ; with the moft unre» 
mitting folicitude, though far fuperior to 
the Pruffians in force. Flanked by Laudohn 
on his left, and by Haddick on his right, 
while he was fbpplied with provifions from 
his own dominions in his rearj how could 
Frederic, under fuch difadvantages, and at 
every poffible rifk, force the Emperor to a 
general a&ion ? That he did not want the 
inclination, had it been pra&icable without 
the greateft temerity, is inconteftible, fince 
he made every effort for the purpofe, but 
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*m vain. The Emperors determination to 
bear all infults, even to fee his provinces 
ravaged and ranfomed,- rather than, hazard, 
an engagement, was fyftematic and infuper- 
able. ■ •• 

• About the middle of Auguft, while Fro 
cleric wan encamped at Jaromirz in Bohemia, 
he rode. out one morning with' his nephew, 
the JEfejraditary Prince of Brunfwic, in order 
to reconnoitre the enemy's petition, and to 
judge whether there was no raeanfc of com-, 
pelhng : the * Ahft nans to a battle, “ Eh 
1 * bienj mon neveu,” faid he, after long 
e x a min ing their camp: with his glafs at his 
eye, “.qn’en dites .vous ? Ny a tfil pas 
“ moyen ^d’attaquer ces gens la T —“ Oui, 
“ Sire” .anfwered the Prince, " il y a bien 
“ moyen; et je repondraii* votre JVfajeftc 
(( de forcer les lignes, et- d’entrer dans les 
44 tranchees 1’ep^e a la main. Nous renw 
u porterons la viftoire; mais la moitie de 
** votre armce feja flambee/’ The. Khag 
was too wife to wilh to purchafe evehivjftoty 
at fo dear a rate, which, feefides thfe vaft 

effufion 



BISMOULS OF TKX 


VJO 

effufioni of Wood, mufi, have incapacitated him 
for eflfe&pally profiting of it; in an enemy's 
country.: Content, with inning cooped up 
and,:immured the Imperial ,arsvjr in their 
camp, though fuperior in numbers ta his 
«y«n; after having fbbfifted hi* troops' for 
Vm months at thei dxpraipe of Bohemia, 
finding it impoffibi* to furraoont thoimprw 
dmtentstoi* junfhbn with his horathdc, h» 
gave orders to fallback to Sehttatew, neat 
theirontiersof<Snlefi»; • • '--.i- j. j 

< Never ' retreat conduced riith, nriv 

confommate dull; It was, by the upiverfal 
teftimony of PrnfSap and Sabtop officers* 
the triUnepbbf *ho nuliteLry art; every 
movement having been' merit with the‘ac¬ 
curacy of machinery, unaccompanied by 
hurry, embarraf&n^nt or comfuftoa. Lacy 
vainly attempted t6 take advantage of the 
King’s fituation, by attacking his mac: not 
a man was loft in bistre treat, nor the flighted 
advantage gained over die Pruffian troops. 
The Prinoe Royal of Pniffia eminently dif- 
tingudhed hitnfelf on the occasion; and 
■' i *;Frederic 
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Frederic wasTo darned with the dhpfey o€ 
coot intrepidity, joined ■ to military talents 
in £us conduct, that forgetting his uikal 
coldnefo towards the Heir Apparent, he em» 
braced ftira.m pre&nce of ah the Generals. 
** Vans n’eftes plus naon neven,” faid he, 
“ vans efte. aagourdTsuy. man fibr.” At 
Schartzlar the Ring Sill continued to main* 
tain hiaifelf ifeveral weeks, in defiance of 
the Auctions; dedicating the northern cir* 
#hs of ^vbemia, and carrying ofF contri- 
btitkms.) He is Hour feflen back into bis 
own ctaodhoons^ or into therfe of Saxony, 
where he remains; and fironiwhence, fhoald 
the war he wilt be able to open 

the. eainfpaign early in the enfuing fpriflgi 
under morefavourable ciretimftancesi. ••• 

• After this fhort, but accurate ftatemenfc; 
I leave you to decide, whether hii enemies 
can juftly : compare him to Prince Eugene 
in his decline, or aflert with reafom, that'he 
has furvived his talents. Let «? nowesa- 
xnme ■ Prince Henry’s, cebdu&, who com¬ 
manded the other Pruffian army; and Who, 

on 
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on entering the territories of the enemy, 
found infuperable obftacles to his progrels, 
or to his effecting a judCfcion with die King. 
So completely had the Auftrians occupied 
the pafles, by which alone it was fuppofed 
he could penetrate into Bohemia, that they 
confidered it irapoffihle for him to overcome 
the difficulties in his way. It was only by 
profiting of their confidence in their own 
ftrength . and precautions,.' as well as by 
movements equally rapid, mafterly, and un¬ 
expected, that be entered the circle of Lent* 
merits, through defiles either unknown, to 
the Auftrians themfelves, or regarded by 
them as impervious to a bddy of troops. 
By this able manoeuvre, he made prifoners 
a corps of fourteen hundred men ftationed 
at Gabel, chiefly Italians, who were fuiv 
prbed at finding themfelves invefted. and 
captured, before they knew or fufpeCfced the 
approach of an enemy. 

Prince Henry, while advancing toward^ 
Prague, was neverthelefs obliged to contend 
with impediments in themfelves almaft in-» 

furmountable 
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Turmoun table. Laudohn, and Prince Charles 
Lichtenftein, who were opposed to him, 
aftonifhed that he had rendered abortive 
all their precautions, fell back, and allowed 
him to reach Budin.. During the march, 
he remained for three days feparated from 
his artillery; a circumftance of which if the 
Imperial Generals had been apprized, they 
doubtlefs might have attacked him with 
almoft a certainty, of fuccefs. I^udohn, 
probably by the Emperor’s immediate di¬ 
rection, contented himfelf with adopting a 
defeniive plan, calculated to check the 
Prince’s further progrefs. In order to at¬ 
tain this end, he occupied a campt at Mun- 
chengratz, fo ftrong as to be inattackable; 
and fo fituated, as while it effectually co¬ 
vered the capital of Bohemia, to cutoff all 
means of junction, or even of communica¬ 
tion, between the King and his brother. 
Of . the numerous couriers who were lent 
under every poffible difguife, from one to 
the other, fuch was the vigilance of.Lau- 
dohn, that none eyer fucceeded in readring 

his 
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has deftiaatiGri, nr conveying the flighted 

intelligence of their mutual operations. 

Thus foiled in his endeavcrars to form a 
junction with the great Prufiian army com¬ 
manded by Frederic, and unable to force 
Laudohn in his lines, or to turn Ms dank; 
Prince Henry had no refource except to 
retire out of Bohemia. He has . done fo 
uaamoJefted by the enemy, and yefteirdsly 
reached Gifliibel, a Tillage belonging to 
Saxony, >not far from Firna. The diftioul- 
fties with which he had tofbuggie in his re¬ 
treat, aiding from the badnefs -of the xoadfc, 
the mountainous nature of die Country, and 
the advanced foafon of the year, were fuch 
as icodfd tody have been furmounted by 
■equal fortitude,peifoverance, aiid (kill. But, 
how a general fuch as we know Laudohn to 
-be, fo iqniok to- perceive, and fo rapid to 
.profit uf die errors. or -embarraffments of Ms 
adrerfory, foould have aHwwtodthe ^Phnek 
to evacuate Bohemia, without vfahing upon 
bis rear, we are bereata to concert^. 
it is certain thatwedo-net 'recognize tin hh 

late 
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late cofid u&, the decifion and velocity that 
chawi&erised him at Oiate, at Landftmt, 
and fin • fo many other! oocahoos where die 
has fenmortaliaed himftlf. + Encumbered 
Prince Henry was witih baggie,' and drag¬ 
ging after him a train of heavy axtilieiyy it 
would have been almdft impoffible .to pre¬ 
vent fome loft or diftiftet. He has Carried 
oft immerrfe contributions, and , has filled 
this city with hoftagesor prifafiers aftow. 
I will not however attempt to deny "or to> 
conceal, that fome degree of difiatisfa&ion 
is known to exift between Frederic and his 
brother, who partly impute to each other 
the failure of more complete fuccefs in their 
operations. It is likewife faid, that the 
King highly difapproves the fpirit of play 
which has pervaded the camp, and even the 
tent of the Prince. We know that he on 
his part is fullen, gloomy, and out of hu¬ 
mour. He remains encamped at Otterf- 
dorf, a few miles diftant, and permits his 
general officers to vifit Drefden, but de¬ 
clines to do fo himfelf. Platen and Mellen- 

dorf 
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dorf lure now here. The cavalry, Saxoil 
and Pruffian, is deplorably ruined-, owing 
to the neceflity of hameffing all the horfes, 
in order to draw the artillery out of the 
- Bohemian defiles. The road from hence to - 
Otterfdorf, is ftrewed with the bodies of 
horfes, either dead, or expiring of fatigue 
and ill ufage: but the infantry is in good 
condition, and has comparatively fuffered 
little from the campaign. Here I fhall clofe 
the prefent letter, and remain. 


Yours. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Review of the Saxon History .— Auguftus the Se¬ 
cond and Third. — Reign, death, and charac¬ 
ter of Frederic Chriftian.—CharaBer and 
anecdotes of the reigning EleBor of Saxony, 
Frederic Augiiftas.—EleBrefs of Saxony.-— 

Prince Charles.—-Anecdotes of the EleBrefs 
Hoxoager, 

Dresden, OSoher 13th, 1778. 

T)efo.re I quit this capital and country, 
" to proceed to Ratifbon and Munich, 
it is natural that I fliould fay fomethiog of 
the Sovereign and the Court of Saxony. 
During a period of near feventy years, 
while the Ele&ors were Kings of Poland, 
that Crown, though it continued to be no*- 
minally elective, was almoft confidered as 
become hereditary in the Saxon .line, Jt 
may however be juflly doubted, whether 
except the title and honors of King, any 
real advantage accrued to Saxony, from 
vol, ii. N the 
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the elevation of their Princes to the Polifh 
throne. Auguftus the Second expended a 
great part jof liis Electoral revenues at War- 
faw, either in maintaining himfelf on that 
t'dttering and venal eminence, from which 
he was once driven by Charles the Twelfth, 
or in purchafing the fatfrages of the prin- 
' cipal nobles and ecclefiaftics in favour of his 
Ton. His numerous gallantries, his expen- 
five tafte, his extraordinary vigour of body, 
and his munificence, have rendered Auguf¬ 
tus the Second not a little diftinguifhed in 
the hiftory of the prelent century. Even 
his natural fons conduced to immortalize 
their .father. Marfhal Saxe,' who was one 
of them, defervedly fills, .perhaps a more 
-diftinguifhed place in.the annals, of time, 
than his legitimate, brother, Auguftus the 
Third, King of Poland. His mother was 
the beautiful Counteis of Konigfmark, vvhofe 
brother,’ the ill-fated lov er of Sophia Doro-r 
thea, Princefs of- Zell, perifhed at Hano¬ 
ver, in the manner which I have already 
related.. ' 

■' • . Auguftu§ 
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Augpftus the Second filed, oply farty-fh^e 
years ago, at Warfaw, of a mortification ip 
his foot, caufed by a blow which he gave 
fiimfelf, when ftepping Into his Coach. 'The 
jdifeafe originated in a morbid habit of body, 
as two of bis toes had been already atnpu- 
-tated, previous to the accident which ter- 
piinated his life. He was certainly an ami¬ 
able and accomplifhed Prince, brave, he¬ 
ptane, generous, and endowed with talents 
ior captivating mankind. But,'never was 
any .Court more difiolute than that of Dref- 
den under his reign. What lhall we lay 
pf a Sovereign, who, as Lady Wortley 
Montague allures us, and flie knew him 
perfonally; wooed the Countefs of Cofel, 
by throwing at her feet a bag containing 
•ten thoufand Louis d’ors, with one hand ^ 
while with' the Other he broke a horfe-lhoey 
and flung the pieces on the ground, as a 
proof that life ftrength was not inferior to 
fiis generolity! What are We to think of a 
{nan, who on hearing that the regent Duke 
if Orleans bad expired in the arms of Ma- 
y 2 , dame 
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dame de Valori; lifting his eyes and hands 
• to Heaven, exclaimed, “ Ah ? que je meurs 
“ de la mort de ce jufte?” It is the King 
of Pruffia himfelf, who relates this anecdote 
of Auguftus; the wit of which is far ex¬ 
ceeded by its indecency and profligacy. 

Notwithfta,nding the vices of his admini- 
ftration, the enormous wafte of money 
which the purchafe of his Polifh kingdom 
occafioned, and the devaftation of Saxony 
committed by Charles the Twelfth of Swe¬ 
den t who, after dethroning Auguftus, al¬ 
lowed his victorious troops to live at free 
quarters in the Electorate ;—notwithftand- 
ing thefe misfortunes of his.reign, his me¬ 
mory is dear to the Saxons, who remember 
only his magnificence, his affability, and 
the fplendor of his Court. The late King 
of,JPoland, Auguftus the Third, bore nd 
refemblance to his father in the principal 
features of his character. He inherited 
indeed much of the bodily ltrength, but 
not die activity, ambition, or addrefs of his 
predeceflor. Mild, indolent, and deftitute 
- - ' of 
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energy, he was npjt formed to contend with 
fo formidable a neighbour and antagonift 
as, the prgfent King of Pruffia. Calculated, 
for times of peace and. yepofe, his abilities^ 
were unequal to Situations of emergency or. 
diffkulty.. ; In the protection of all the arts, 
and in .the. gratification of his paffion for. 
mulic as . well, as painting, he knew hardly 
pny bounds.. During more than twenty^ 
yeaps, from his acceffion in 1733, to the 
commencement of the great war in 1756,- 
no .Princ^j in. Europe cpuld vie with him in . 
thefe refpeCis. . Happy in the midft of lii% 
numerous family, the illegitimate branches 
of which were fcarcely lefs dear to him than, 
his own fons ;. occupied in forming the fa¬ 
mous. “.Gallery of Drefden,” or .in. affipn- 
bling die fineft orcheftra that Geripany had 
ever 1( feen: Auguftus devolved the cares of 
government on. his..Minifter an^l favourite, 
pountBruhl. . . . , . ,. .. 

‘ ; But; the calm fo long enjoyed by Saxony, 
ufhered in a period, of unprecedented cala¬ 
mity. = Relying oh hjs clofe connections and 
.; N 3 alliances 
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dlliarices tvitB the Horife of Auftfiri, he iriiv 
prudently entered into the fecfefc riiriehina- 
toons, which Maria j Therefe,-. ftippoited by 
Elizabeth, Empreft Of Riiffia, fetoh foot to 
reduce the power, and to divide thjfe domi¬ 
nions of the family of Brahdenburgh; 1 • 1 FW 
deride having -anticipated the exefedtiori 'df 
the plan', by meafures of. equal 'iigOur ; tthd 
decHion,- SaJcohy became the fecrifice tt> 
Augiirtus’s want of forefight, and to his-in? 
judiefoiis plans of aggrandizement. The 
remainder of his life was only a tifRie of 
fhisforttmd, aggravated, by every fpecies of 
difgrace. tie few Drefdeii laid almdflr iri 
rifties/His enemy mailer of the Ele&oi'ate; 
his anriy reduced to -fufrender ’at dilfcretion; 
arid Ms'bwri person fcarcely feettfeamonj* 
j(ii$ efedive fuhjeds’ at Warfaw. fife Mife, 
the'late’Oii^eri of'jPolahd, daughter ’if’ 1 the 
Eriijfer6i* J^feph the Eirft,“ a* Princrift 1 Of fek* 
amplary piety and virtue ; endeaVorirdd'tri 
O^p'ofe a thid f ?tfeHfe6riial -hurii&'t to 
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Pruffian 


cork*-o* ; Berlin, etc. ’183 
"Pruffiiiii exaHions, of which, fbrfeveral 
years, fhe was -a teludlant fpe&ptrels. 
Hardly was Augutliis ‘reftored to liis capital 
atid hereditary dominions, by the peace ot 
1762, When death terminated his reign. 
Saxony, at his 1 deceafe,' exhibited a deplo¬ 
rable picture of depopulation, mifery, arid 
defolktion, riot to be exceeded by any thing 
of \£hich the prefent age tumifhes an ex¬ 
ample. ; ! 

His eldefl! fon and fhcceflor would never- 
thelefs,' untpieftionably have been elected v 
King of Poland, if, by a Angular fatality, 
be had not followed bis father to the grave, 
in the fpace of a few weeks. So‘deep a 
root bad the Saxon Family taken in that 
country 1 , by the almoft uninterrupted poft 
feffion of the Crown ever fince the deceafe 
of John 3 dbie(ki; that neither the intrigues, 
nor the armies of (Catharine, could proba¬ 
bly have raifed any other candidate to the 
throne. But the forms nepefiary, previous 
to the election of a Sovereign, and the time 
that elapfed from the demife of Auguftus, 

N 4 to 
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to the period of filling the vacancy as pre* 
fcribed by the Polifh conftitution, removed 
the only obftacle to the Emprefs’s views. 

The new Eleflor was carried off by the 
fmall-pox, at Drefden, in the vigour of hia 
age, on the 17th of December 1763, after 
a reign of only ten weeks. His premature 
end overturned all the projects of the Court 
of Saxony, and enabled Catharine, in de-. 
fiance of every impediment, to confer the 
Cfown of Poland on Count Ppniatawfki, 

Thofe perfons who'were acquainted with 
the late Ele&or, Frederic ChrifUan, affure 
me that he was an enlightened, and an 
amiable Prince. His parts were not brib 
liant, but his judgment was found, his un> 
derftanding folid, and his mind enlarged. i 
Like all his predeceffprs fince ^uguftus the 
Second, who in order to attain dip Crown of 
Poland, renounced the proteflant tenets, he 
had been educated in, and he profeffed, the 
Catholic Faith. But his, adherence to the 
Romifh communion, did not prevent him 
from giving the moft confpicuous demon-- 

ffrations 
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{^rations of' a liberal mind. . During his 
fhort reign, he conferred offices of the 
higheft trull indifcriminately on his fubjeCts 
of both perfuafions; and immediately after 
his acceffion, he began by naming four 
Lutheran “ Dames d’Honneur” to attend 
on the EleCtrefs. This innovation in the 
.Court of etiquette, the refult of a fuperior 
.underftanding, was loon fuppreffed on his 
deceafe. 

Jn his perlon and figure, the late EleCtor 
was eminently unfortunate. His face, arms, 
-and breaft, were well proportioned, and 
when feated at a table, he prefented the 
appearance of a handfpme man; but from 
his waift downwards, he was deformed, his 
thighs and legs being crooked and entirely 
contracted. Many reafons have been af. 
figned for fo unhappy a conformation. The 
{noft common, and that which has obtained 
general belief in Saxony is, that his mother,. 
the late Queen of Poland, while breeding, 
was fo affeCted at the fight of a deer, which 
being fhqt in the haunch, was dragged be¬ 
fore 
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fbrd lief* the -legs trailing along the gfound 
and -bleeding; that it occafiohed the de¬ 
formity of her ton. It is difficult to be¬ 
lieve, .but mbre difficult to difprove> fo ex¬ 
traordinary a ftory. Whatever was the 
cattle, the eflefit was irremediable, and baffled 
all medicaHkiil. Baths of every kind wdre 
reforted to in vain* for the restoration of his 
'limits; and phyfieians from every part of Eu¬ 
rope were confulted to no purpofe. TheEleo 
tor remained a cripple during his whole life. 

To-Frederic Chriftian fucceeded his eldeft 
fbn, a minor, of thirteen; but the admi- 
niftration. of Saxony was intermediately 
-committed to Prince -Francis Xavier, his 
urtdle. • The reigning Elector, Frederic 
Augufkis, is in the pxithe of his age, not 
having yet completed .his twenty-eighth 
'vehr. "Of a middle fixe, inclining rather to 
mbrfc tbhh tall,' his limbs are neither active 
tier -tnufcttlar, though he poflfefles found 
health and a ftrong c^nfiitufron. Over his 
Whole figure there is diffiifed Something, 
f^dit^r perceived than defcribed; altogether 
: 1 12 deftitute 
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deftitute of grace, and deficient in elegance 
Of dignity. Nor a-re his manners calculated 
to 'eorflffenfate fot the want df perlonal 
accornpUfements. ; In his addrefe heis dhy; 
diitetnt, afid ^fcVv'ed. • ColdnefsaM inanh 
ttiation chaiilfiterizC his behaviour, perVad& 
h'& coiiVeVfatioh, ahd accompany all his ac¬ 
tion?;, "'He' difplays iiOhe of- the gracious 
and'commurticAtive difpofition, which almoll 
equally characterizes in different waj r s, his 
thrfee (^temporaries; Frederic the Second* 
StariiflanS, and the p refen t-Erape tor. • 

If nature 'has denied hint thefe external 
graces of figure and deportment, she has 
made him amends by conferring oh hint 
more folid endowments. : tn application, 
ftrCngth of mind; and 1 talents for govern¬ 
ment, the feleCtor is by no’ means deficient. 
His beijgn has hitherto been a happy period 
fof his fubjeCfcs, whofe true intereits he has 
difcernment to perceive, and wliofe felicity 
he has fufiicient principle to confitlt, in pre¬ 
ference to every Other object of purfint. It 
$s ftot the aggrandizement of his houfe, the 
' acqui- 
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acquifition of a precarious foreign crown, 
or the extenfion of his dominions; but the 
iecurity, protection, and renovation of Sax¬ 
ony, which regulate his fyftem of jpolicy> 
Rigid in his morals, and tinCtured with- 
bigotry on articles of religious belief, he 
.reprefles with feverity the flighted: deviations 
from propriety of conduct. No men -or 
women of diilblute characters will ever at¬ 
tain to favor or preferment in Saxony, under 
the prefent reign. In gallantry, whether 
of mind or perfon, he is totally deficient; 
and towards the fex, confidered as objeCts 
of paffion, he is peculiarly cold. The Elec¬ 
tor, though young, never entertained a mif- 
treis, nor has he hitherto had arty children, 
legitimate or illegitimate. He feerps to be 
in a great meafure infenfible to the pains, as 
well as the pleafures of love; an exemption 
which perhaps equally entitles him. to our 
envy, and our compaffion. 

Frederic Auguftus has no tafte for fplen- 
dor, or the luxurious magnificence of a 
court, like his two predeceflors the Kings 

of • 
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of Poland. All his amufements are fober, 
temperate, and confined to a fmall number' 
.of perfons. He dances, it is true, at the 
court-balls in Carnival, and is fond of that 
diverfion, if he can with, propriety be faid 
to be fond of any thing. Twice every 
week he goes to hunt at the palace of Mo- 
ritzburg; but he is accompanied on thefe 
occafions, by fcarcely any attendants or 
courtiers. For the fine arts, he betrays no 
partiality; and though the celebrated gal- 
leiy of paintings, colle&ed by his grand-. 
father Auguftus the Third at an immenfe 
expence, communicates with, and is in effe6fc 
a part of the Ele&oral Palace, he rarely 
vifits it. That noble repofitory of the works 
of the great mailers, Italian and Flemifh, 
is left for the infpe6tion of ftrangers. His 
Pruffian Majefty, on the contrary, when 
mafter of Saxony during the late war, found 
leifure amidft dangers internal and foreign, 
to pafs fome hours every week, in contem¬ 
plating the models of tafte and excellence 
aflembled at Drefden. 

The 
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The Elector, thoqgh njot difiiflgui|he4 
•eitlier by his patronage of Science, 9 * bis 
paflioa for the arts, is nevertheless &. prince 
pf a cultivated underftanding, ' In natural 
philofQpby awl various othej; }^i^aehe$ of 
knowledge, he has ipatle cqnfiderable pr<o- 
grefs. . Ife is rpu/ical, and perform? .with 
exefjution on the harpfichord: yet ; even his 
mufical pleafures are folitary; and jhe rarely, 
if .ever, permits any one to be prefept on 
thofd occafidns. For military a$aks be has 
never manifested any talent nr inclination. 
He wears indeed frequently an uniform ; 
but though the parade ^here bis guards .and 
tnaope e^ej'oife d^ily, is fituated - yithin a 
hundred.paces, of the palace, he fcarcely 
ever appears .there, and contents hbftfeU* 
with wfpe&ing them from, the windows, of 
his apartments. Had. he felt a dilpofition 
to iigijahae hiptfelf in the .held.,, be might 
have found an occasion at this' moment, 
ivhen an Emperor and a King are bp$h. at 
die bead t>f. their, re fpective armies,, the one 
to attack, and the other to defend his Elec¬ 
torate ! 
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torate! It is well - known that Prince Henry 
. of Prufiia, a commander fcarcely inferior to 
any of the prefent age, and of years fo 
much more advanced, offered to ierve 
under the Elector, if he had beep di(V 
poled to take the field. The propofal waa 
declined. ' r . 

Count Marcolirii, his only favourite, and 
his conftant companion, is an Italian,-abbot 
five-and-fofty years of. age, who having 
been formerly a page of honour in the Court 
of Saxorty, beCUpie known to Frederie Au- 
guftus at an early period of life. Of a dif- 
petition amiable and conciliating, be has 
improved the opportunities which his place 
and fituation • afforded, to attain the higheft 
degree of perfonal favour with his mailer. 
He has in fa6t neither rival nor'competitor, 
for the eminence which he occupies. Cotrnt 
Stutterheim fills the employment, and per¬ 
forins the functions of firft miniftery but. 
Marcolini, without the eftentation or re- 
fponfibility of office, pofiefles no inconfider- 
able fhare of political influence. 


In 
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v * In whatever point of view we furrey the 
Elector, his leading chara&eriflic is a tran¬ 
quillity of mind approaching to apathy. 
Thole who know him moft"intimately, affert 
that he is never greatly agitated by any 
purfuit or occupation. If he hunts, it is 
not fo much from a natural ardour for the 
chace, as from convi&ion that the exercife 
is falutary and beneficial to his health. He 
neither takes a lively intereft in his palaces, 
nor in his horfes, nor in the company of 
ladies, nor in the converfation of his cour¬ 
tiers. Of courfe, he is feldom betrayed into 
thofe weaknefles or errors which originate 
from fenfibility, the chief fource of refined 
gratification. Diftant and retired, he nei¬ 
ther infpires warm attachment in others, 
nor is he animated with ftrong affeftion for 
thofe about him. A narrow and confined 
education, joined to elevated ideas of his 
own rank, have added ftrehgth to his habi¬ 
tual referve. But his defers are private 
and perfonal, negative rather than affirma¬ 
tive, and terminating in himfelf: while his 
5 virtues 
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■virtues which are public, difthfe, happinefe 
through his dominions. He will not indeed, 
be remembered in future ages, by his pro* 
te&ion of talents, by his (kill m tourna¬ 
ments, by his valour, or the magnificence 
of Ins difpofition, like Auguftus the Seconds 
But his reign will probably be recolle&ed 
and commemorated as an sera, from which 
Saxony, plunged into every fpecies of 
misfortune by the extravagance or .incapa¬ 
city of its Princes, revived under the wife 
and paternal government of an economical 
and pacific Sovereign. 

The reigning Ele&refs, his wife, Maria 
Amelia Augufta, is of the Palatine Houfe 
pf Deux-Ponts, and was born in 1752. 
Her perfon is tall, elegant, and dignified) 
though ihe cannot with propriety he termed 
handibme, her fece being marked with the 
fmall-pox. She has fine hair in prodigious 
quantity, a fair complexion, eyes by no 
means deftitute, of expreffion, and an inte- 
reftiug countenance. Her manner, which 
UBpreffes at fiift with the idea of difeanco 
and referve, bapflWfl on nearer acquaint 
; . vol. n. O aace, 
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ance, eafy, affable, and pleating. In c©»- 
ver&tion {he is livfely and communicative; 
withouVneverthelefs poffeffing either fuperior 
talents, or a very cultivated underftanding. 
Her life, like that -of Prinoeflfes in general, 
is uniform, and deftitute of gaiety or variety# 
She goes indeed regularly to the comedy, 
to the chace, and to the country : but the 
EIe6tor commonly accompanies her on thefe 
occafions, which can fcarcely be denominated 
parties of pleafure. The Ele6trefs has little 
tafte for -fedentary amufements; a circum^ 
ftance the more perhaps to be regretted, as 
ihe pafles many, of her private hours in 
folitude or feclufion, without company of 
any kind. Mufic and painting form her 
principal refources. Over her hulband {he 
is fuppofed to poflefs no political influence ; 
and their marriage, which hitherto has not 
been produ&ive of iflue, may be coniidered 
rather as an alliance of ftate, than as an 
•union of mutual inclination. 

Her fterility inuft be regarded as more 
;than an ordinary misfortune to the Ele&or, 
•and to Saxony 4-fiflce Prince-Charles, who is 
21 - his 
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his next brother, and his preemptive heir, 
labours under all the varieties of deformity 
which can meet in the human frame. I 
have the honour to know him, and to fee 
him frequently. Scarron himfelf mull have 
been, handfome, compared to Prince Charles 
of Saxony; whiofe face, hands, body, legs, 
and feet, are all more or lefs diftorted. In¬ 
capable of walking, {landing, or mounting 
a horfe, on account of his numerous infir¬ 
mities, he is wheeled about from one apart¬ 
ment to another. Under fuch an accumu¬ 
lation of corporeal ailments, he is neverthe- 
lefs chearful, converfible, and 'ulmoft gay. 
One fhould be tempted to fuppofe by his 
converfation and deportment, that he is not 
unhappy. From nepeffity, not lefs than 
from inclination, he has cultivated his mind, 
the only part of his formation which admits 
of : improvement. It is lingular, but true, 
tMt he was not bom in a date of deformity; 
he gradually became fo at the age of eleven 
or twelve, previous to which period his limbs 
were apparently well made: he is now about 
..... . os ftx-and 
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- fix-afcd-twenty. - Such aperfen feems to be 
incapacitated by his infirmities for manage. 
Yet, as the Elector has hitherto no children* 
end as the fucceflion would by his death 
dovejve on Prince Charles* the EleCtrefs 
Po wager hU mother wifhes to procure him 
f bride. For the honour of human nature 
and of wedlock, it is to be hoped that the 
project will never be carried into execution. . 

. As there remain, befides the Elector and 
Prince Charles, two younger brothers, the 
Princes Anthony and Maximilian, who have 
already attained to manhood, and who 
labour'undo*, no bodily defe&s; fuch a mea- 
fure can hardly be e&eemed. necedary in 
order to prevent the extinction of the Saxon 
male line in the prefent Houfe. No event 
c&n indeed be apparently more improbable 
at this time, than fuch. a failure. But, 
tjhould it ever take place, contrary to all 
.appearances.; and of courfe, the reigning, 
or “ Albertine branch,” become extinCt; 
the Electoral dignity, and the Saxda doe 
minions, {after palling through, the fpfsiving 
. . .18 1 * v Ion* 
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Ions of: Auguftus the Third, if fitch theft 
were remaining alive,) W#uld ftvgft to the 
elder, or “ Emeitine branch,” whifeh is now 
reigning at Weymar. Germany would theft 
witness one of themoft extraordinary event! 
which its internal hiftory and' eonftitntion 
prefent: namely, the restoration dcif. the 
descendants of John Frederic, Eli&ot of 
Saxony, to their ancient patrimonialtide 
and territories. He was defpoiled and " 
degraded after the; battle, of Muhlbdfg, by 
the Emperor Charles the^ Fifth, above two 
centuries ago; You may probably rbeolleSt 
that the virtuous and unfortunate Prince to 
whom I allude, .for his adherence-to the 
Proteftant Faith, no lefe'than for hisgene^ 
rous refiftance to the Imperial power, w kich 
then menaced the total extinction uf thi 
Germanic liberties; was- deprived of h» 
Electoral dominions and dignity, which 
Charles conferred on his coUfln Maurice, 
and on his. male defccndants. In their line 
k kill continues: but by fubfequesit feipu* 
laboos it was nevertheiefe fettled, that if 
: 03 they 
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they- evfcr fhould become extin&, the pos¬ 
terity of John Frederic fhould beT afgain 
reinftated in their original honors mid pof- 
fefftons. This ig the cafe, which though 
highly improbable, would be realized, fhould 
the prefent Ele&or and his three brothers 
die without male iflue. 

v 

TheEle6trefs Dowager, Maria Antonietta, 
mdthier to the four Princes abovementioned, 
may be denominated in every fenfe, a dif- 
tinguifhed woman. She is daughter to that 
tnoft unfortunate Prince, Charles the 
Seventh, who, from Elector of Bavaria, 
was railed by France to the Imperial dignity, 
in the year 1741. ■ Driven by the forces of 
MariaTherefafrom his hereditary dominions, 
and compelled to take refuge in an inn at 
Francfort, while Munich was in the hands 
of the Auftrians; he fcon afterwards ter¬ 
minated his dayfe, the vi&im of French 
policy, no lefs than of his own ambition: 
flis daughter, of whom I now fpeak, is 
about fifty-four 5 and, if I may ‘judge from 
aer prefent infirmities, as well as from her 

1 broken, 
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broken ftaiterof fisMth, does norproibife to 
attars to a very idvraiced age. 'In her per- 
fan, even when young, ihe ne^ear: can have 
heed agreeahfe. - Her vfigure is Ihort; her 
lace red, retaining - .the traces of the imall- 
pox, arid little calculated to procure admira¬ 
tion. Yet, in defiance^ of fa may natural 
difadvantages, an air of fenfe and intelligence 
shuininates her countenance. Few Princefies 
poUeiS moTe knowledge of the world, more 
gracious manners, or greater: powers of 
pleating m converfation. Mifirefs of various 
languages, acquainted with the human heart, 
and- ingratiating in her addreis,' ihe con¬ 
duces not a little: to vender the S&son Court 
^rgreeaj>le to ftrasn^ers. Her" ambition is 
notv inferior to her political talents; but ihe 
had at prdent no field on which to exert 
eifcfcesviasherfondae Elector no linger con¬ 
firms her on matterendf a - public - nature* nor 
allows their to interfere in Hate affairs. Fruk 
tinted of the Crown of Pofetid by her 
huibaadspremataredeceafe, at/the moment 
- : 04 when 
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whehtbe ieemed about to be niM to fhat 
throne: aid now remaned from the afinv* 
fgeah of ftate, ibehappily finds refburcea^i 
her lorve of letters. A paltroneft of. the Arts, 
fhe has adorned her mind by the. penrial of 
the works of the fineft written in toofr Euros 
pean languages. I was fiirprifed . to find bee 
fo well verfed in ours; and I have too Tinny 
obligations, to her, for the difttfiguifhpd 
manner in which fhe has treated me during 
toy fray here, not to fpeak of her with a 
degree of gratitude that I am awaoe is allied 
to partiality. . * 

It is with regret that i agam<qurt Saxony: 
but my tefidenfce at Drelden now draws to 
a clofe, the feafon of the year compelling 
us to fet otrt for Munich.' \Ve would, wil-* 
Bngly pais through' Bohemia; but it in ftiH 
a fcene of' war, and ! though hoftihties bet- 
tween the tgreat armies have 'altogether 
ceafed, there is no coimriunicatjop open 
from this oity to Prague. Under theih cir« 
cumftancee.we muft therefore of heeefiity 
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take our courfe through the Upper Bala* 
tinate, and Ratifboo, Sir John Stepney, who 
to all the accomplifhments of a gentleman, 
adds the hofpitality and kihdnefs.of a friend, 
accompanies usto Freyberg, I need not 
remind you that he is his Majefty’s miniftef 
at the court of Saxony; and on both my 
vifits to this capital, his attentions have left 
the deepeft impreHion on my mind. 
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LETTER XXV. j 

State of Ratijbon.—Bavaria.—-Ajpeft of the 
Country.—’Munich. — Chg.raB.er and anecdotes 
of the Elector Palatine, Charles Theodore .— 
Explanation of the pacific fyfiem adopted'by 
that Prince.—-Court of Munich. 

Munich, November 3, 1778. 

I N my way from Drefden to this capital, 
I patted near a week at Ratilbpn, which 
city, without being in a Hate of liege* is 
neverthelefs as completely invefted at prefent 
by the troops of Maria Therefa and Jofeph, 
as Dantzic is by the forces of Frederic. 
Ratifbon is built on the fouthem bank of 
the Danube, oppofite to which, on' the 
northern fide. Hands the little town of 
Amhof, at the diftance of fcarce a hundred 
yards. Two bridges, one of Hone, the 
Other of wood, conned them, the river 

being 
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being divided into tWoft reams at the fpot. 
We were (lopped on our arrival, by the 
Auftrian foldiers polled at Amhof j of which 
place the- Court of Vienna took poffeffion 
in common with the reft of Lower Bavaria, 
upon the deceafe of the late Elefilor, about 
ten months ago. . It rauft be confefled that 
Ratiibon is thereby placed in the mod cri¬ 
tical and perilous- fituation, furrounded on 
eveiy fide by the Imperial troops, who may, 
at any moment, enter the city, and fequefter 
it in virtue of forae antiquated pretention. 
After the recent feizure of fo contiderable 
a portion of the Bavarian fucceffion, what 
part of the German Empire can be regarded 
as fecure? The terror occafioned by it, 
has already operated umverfally; and it 
has even been agitated to remove the Diet 
from Ratiibon, where that aflembly has 
been held for ages, to fome other place 
more protected from violence. The refult 
of the prefent war between Auftria and 
Pruffia, will determine how far tfie Ger¬ 
manic 
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manic fyftem b, or is not likely to : oOntinUo 
unviolated; a queftion which can only bo 
decided by arm*. 

From the gates of Ratifbon to thofe Of 
Landfhut, a fpace of more than fifty.miles* 
the whole intermediate, country i» occupied 
by Maria Therefe’S troops, and become hr 
all refpe&s incorporated with her other v*ft 
dominions. It is a very fertile portion of 
Bavaria, producing immenfe crops of-grain; 
and muft prove, if finally retained by her, 
an ineftimable acquisition of power and 
refources to the Houfe of Auftria. The 
population is ndt inferior to the exuberance 

the foil; and .when its local petition is 
confider^d, which ;prote&s the weftera 
frontier of the.Emprefr Queen's territories, 
wfiere ftp k moft vulnerable, I am not fur-< 
prifed that Pruflfia and Saxony have oppofed 
her acquiring fo important an augmentation 
to. her. ftrength. At Landfhut commence 
the actual dominions of the Ele&or Palatine, 
m Puke qf jEfav&ria, which continue, uninter. 
v . . ruptedly 



court of rmmw, -etc. Hi 
ruptedfy froto thence to Munich; but it 14 
by. no means jo fine a tfa& as that recently 
feized, onbythe Court of Vienna, 

The Bavarian peafants appear to me a rac§ 
of men far inferior to the Saxon* in bodily 
formation, and not left in the plenty and . 
riches of their farms, as well as in cultiva¬ 
tion of manners. Superftition and poverty, 
blended with diftrefs, are vifible in every 
village, and almolt in every countenance. 
Snch a contrail may partly refult front 
phyfical caufes, but muil be principally 
attributed to the genius of the government.. 
The approaches to Munich bear no fimilari- 
ty, either in beauty or in fertility, to the 
environs of Drefden. For many miles 
before I arrived here, the country, which 
is level, exhibits few marks either of in* 
duftry or of riches. The city of Munich 
itfelf, though large, handfome, and full of 
eluant buildings, wants the vivacity and 
gaiety of the capital of Saxony. It muft 
however be admitted, that the mountains of 
the Tyrol forma fablime and pi&urefqua 

objeft. 



*06 STEMOIRS OF THE 

6bje&, extending acrofs the whole horizon 
to the fouth, at the diftance of twenty 
leagues, their fummits covered with per¬ 
petual fnow. 

It is not a little curious and ftriking, to 
find Munich in a (late of profound repole, 
the Court occupied in aipulements, and no 
indication or appearance of war, at a moment 
when Auftria, Pruffia, and Saxony; are con¬ 
tending for a part of Bavaria itfelf. The 
Ele6tor Palatine, who as it would feem, 
fhould, not lefs from inclination than from 
necefiity, have drawn his fword, in order 
to maintain the integrity of the fucceffion 
devolved to him, remains paffive and 
neutral in his own quarrel. He even 
fan&ions the ufurpation of a confiderable 
part of his territories, and legitimates, as 
far as he is able, the violence of die Im¬ 
perial cabinet. How are we to accoimt for - 
fuch a line of conduct, in a Prince hitherto 
confidered as neither' pufillanimous, nor 
incapable of defending his rights? How 
tie we to reconcile it to the ordinary 

maxima 
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maxims of political intereft, or of private' 
ltonor ? I will endeavour, from the lights: 
which I poffefs, to explain in fome mealure 
the lecret motives of fo extraordinary arid 

myfteriOus a policy.. > 

Charles Theodore, the reigning Eleftor' 
Palatine, is no longer youngi nor, as - wo 
'fluid fuppofe, under the influence of any 
paflions except fuch as are compatible with, 
if they do not contribute to, his felicity and 
repofe. Endowed with judgment, and pofe 
felled of no mean abilities, he is nevertheleis 
unambitious; and is more attached to his 
pleafures, than defirous of aggrandizing his 
houfe, or extending his dominions. In at¬ 
tention and application to public bufinefs he 
is not deficient. His leifure is principally 
divided between the gratifications of appe¬ 
tite, and the purfuits of literature, to both 
of which he alternately facrifices. He no 
longer rides or hunts, having renounced 
for thefe ten or twelve years paft, the diver- 
fion of the chace, on account of a dizri- 
nefs to which he is fubje£t: but in the gon- 

viviality 
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triviality of the table be indulges freely* As 
a Sovereign, compelled to the obfemnce of 
certain, ceremonious forms, be dines every 
day in public, about one o’clock: but, to 
compenfate for the facrifice, he fups in pri¬ 
vate ; and at thefe feleft parties the EleCtor 
lays afide all reftraint. Ladies who are di£- 
tjnguifhed by their attra&ions of perfim 
and of mind, contribute to animate the 
converfation, which is by no means confined 
within the limits of auftere feverity. His 
female attachments have not, however, at 
any period of his life, been diftinguilhed by 
delicacy of fentiment, or fele&jon of choice. 
On the contrary, they have rather been 
marked by oppofite chara&eriflics. Few 
princes now living, none perhaps except the 
King of Prufiia, have cultivated their minds 
more afiiduoufiy, or with greater fuccels. 
His reading is extenfive; and to the inform-, 
ttion derived from books, he adds the ad¬ 
vantages of travel, as well as a perfe$ 
knowledge of mankind. He has vifited 
Italy* as a lover of .the arts; and be reads 
, .. .. the 
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the works of the poets and hiftorians of 
that country, ancient and modem, in their 
original languages. In Englifh, I am af- 
fured he is nqt lefs converfant. Though by 
perfuafion a Catholic, he is in no refpe6t a 
bigot; and if we try him by the ordinary , 
ftandard of princes, he certainly occupies 
.a place much above mediocrity. 

When young, for he is now fifty-four, 
•he was married to his coufin, a princefs of 
the fame branch of the Palatine houfe 
from which he is himfelf defcended. She is 
*<hll alive, but they have never had any 
ifiue. The Ele6irefs Palatine, Maria Eliza¬ 
beth of Sulzbach, who was bom in 1721, • 
•is near four years older than her hufband. 
Neither her face, nor her figure, can ever 
have had any pretenfions to beauty; but 
fhe is a woman of parts and fpirit. In her 
fterility is to be difcovered the leading caufe 
of Charles Theodore’s political conduft. It 
,is in that defe6l that we muft trace the 
.principle of his apathy and indifference re¬ 
lative to the prefervation of his dominions. 

vox. 11. P Deftitute 
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Deftittite of legitimate defcendants, send 
without hope of having any by his prefent 
wife ; fucceeding to the late Ele6tor of Ba¬ 
varia, in confequenoe of the extinction of 
that branch of the Palatine family; and 
unattached to his preemptive facceffor,the 
Duke of Deux-Ponts ; he feels no ambition 
to tranfmit entire the fucceffion to a 'col- 

i 

latefal and diftant heir. All his affections 
■and inclinations are converted into another 
channel. He has five natural children, twt> 
male and three female, for whom he exprefifes 
the warmed attachment. One of theirf, 
who is married to Frederic William, Prince 
<of iflfembourg, and to whom he is particu¬ 
larly partial, is now here at Munich. The 
Imperial Court, well informed of the Elec¬ 
tor’s fentiments political and. private, has 
■profited with addrefs of his partiality towards 
diis illegitimate iffue. Prince Kaunitz has 
"found means to convey to him affurahees, 
-on the part of Maria Therefa and Jofeph, 
That in return for his neutrality and . acqui- 
•efcence in their diaims upon Bavaria, they 
4 • - 'will 
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will provide, in a diftioguifhed manner for 
all his natural children. Nor have they 
pegle&ed to awaken his jealoufy, and to 
excite his refentment, at the oppofition which 
he has experienced upon this point from the 
Duke of Deux-Ponts. 

Influenced by thefe confederations, which 
operate forcibly in his bofoni, Charles The- 1 
odore hitherto holds firm to his convention 
with th.e Houle of Auftria. Neither the 
murmurs of his new fubje&s, who feel for 
the humiliation of the Bavarian line and 
name, nor the remonftrances of Pruffia and 
.Saxony, can induce him to take up arms in 
Jbs own cayfe. He fees with philofophm 
indifference, or fllent disregard, the mod 
beautiful portion of his dominions torn from 
him by foreign violence. It is however, 
matter of reasonable doubt, how long he 
gpi o perfift in fo paffive a fyftem. Thofe 
perfpns who have accefs to him in his prir 
vate hours, aflert that he ip vifibly uneafy 
and difturbed; that he wifhep to drown re¬ 
flexion ; .and as the bed means ofjflfe&ing 

PS it, 
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it, that he has recourfe to the fame expedient 
which Alexander ufed, when defirous of 
avoiding* the painful importunity of thought. 
I am allured likewife, that in his own family 
he experiences the moll pointed oppofition, 
not to fay the fevereft reproaches. The 
Ele&refs his wife, as a Princefs of the Pala¬ 
tine family, feels for the wounded dignity 
of her hufband. The Duchefs Dowager of 
Bavaria her filler, fprung from the fame 
origin, participates in the Ele6lrefs’s emo¬ 
tions. She is a woman of fuperior endow¬ 
ments of mind, the intimate friend and 
correfpondent of His Pruffian Majefty, with 
whom fhe maintains a conftant intercourle. 
When thefe Princefles are alone with the 
Elector, they exprefs their fentiments in 
language of the utmoll afperity, and endea¬ 
vour to roufe him from his inglorious ina<> 
tion. Time will (hew hoty far thefe efforts 
can furmount his affe&ion for his natural 
children, added to his love of repofe. 

• I was prefented to his Electoral Highnefs 
» few days ago. His manner, is rather po¬ 
lite 
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iite than dignified ; nor do the lines of. his 
countenance, which are harlh, faturnine, and 
ftrong, prepoffefs at firft light in his favor. 
He has a large forehead, black eyebrows, 
his nofe hooked and prominent; his 'figure 
manly, but not graceful, of a middle fize, 
inclining towards corpulency. In general he 
wears an uniform, and the infignia of no 
lefs than three orders of knighthood. One 
is the “ Golden Fleece,” Tent him by the. 
Court of Vienna on his acceffion to the 
Bavarian dominions, as a mark' of conci¬ 
liation and refpe6l, at the very moment 
* when th,ey were defpoiling him of his ter¬ 
ritories. 

The, Court of Munich does not ftrike 
me as brilliant, though the Palatine and 
Bavarian Nobility are in fome degree feen 
united here under a common Sovereign. 
Nor is the Ele&oral Palace either a regular, 
or a beautiful ftru6ture. One apartment, a 
bed-chamber, the furniture of which is faid 
.to have cod; a hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling, was fitted up by order of the late 
p 3 Emperor 
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Emperor, Charles the Seventh. After fur* 
teying the fplendid chamber which he oc¬ 
cupied when living, it was a curious tranfi-t 
tion.to defcend into the obfcure fubterranean 
vault where he now repofes, in the church of 
the Theatins. His remains are depofited hi 
a fitaple coffin, compofed of block tin, and 
on it this infcription: 

“ Carolus Septimus, 

Romanorum Imperator, 

“ Semper Auguftus.” 

Clofe by his fide, unconfcious of the wars’ 
which at this moment defolate Europe, to 
which he has given rife, is laid the Elector 
his fon, who died only a few months ago, 
Such a fcene is calculated to awaken many 
reflections; but as they woiild be rather 
glddtny and philofophical, than of a cheerful 
defcription, I leave them to your own fug? 
geftion, and conclude by informing you, 
that to-morrow we fhall fet out for Vienna. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

General opinions entertained, at Vienna, relative 
to the conduct of the campaign.—State of 
Vienna and. of the Court—Arrival of the 
' Emperor. 

Vienna, November 28 , 1778 . 

A fter having vifited the Polifh, Saxon, 
and Bavarian capitals, I arrived here 
from Munich three weeks ago. Our jour¬ 
ney through Bavaria and Auftria was rapid: 
but two imprefiions which it has left on my 
• mind are never to be erafed. The firft was 
at Welz in Upper Auftria, where Charles 
the Fifth, Duke of Lorrain, when expiring, 
dilated his memorable letter to the Empe¬ 
ror Leopold, whofe After he had married. 
Expelled by Louis the Fourteenth from his 
native dominions, expatriated, and 'com¬ 
pelled to feek fervice under a foreign Prince, 
he was on his road to Vienna, when a mor¬ 
tal difeafe attacked him at Welz. In this! 

p 4 fituation 
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fituation, he addrefled the following lines to 
Leopold. I cite them from memory. “ Sire, 
M J’etois en chemin pour me rendre aux 
“ pieds de votre MajefU Imperiale, quand 
“ je me trouve arrete par un plus grand 
“ maitre que lui. Je laifle en mourant une 
(i foeur que vous touche, des enfans a qui 
“ j'e ne laifle que mon epee, et des fujets 
“ qui font dans l’oppreflion.” It feems im- 
poflible to exceed the laconic fublimity of 
this parting addrefs, which is far more him- 
pie and affe&ing in my opinion than 
Adrians lines to his foul, before his de- 
ceafe. The view from the bridge acrofs the 
Danube at Lintz, was not lefs calculated to 
leave on my memory the deepeft and moft 
pleaiing recolle&ions. The fcenery is wild, 
and baffles defcription; nor do I allow my? 
felf to engage in the attempt, which would 
infenfibly lead me from the principal object 
of my attention, Vienna. 

The Imperial Court, as well as the me* 
tropolis at large, feem to be plunged into 
§ fort of melancholy and gloomy repofe, 

which 
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which has fucceeded to the late campaign. 
Dilappointment and deje&ion however may 
be eaiily perceived, nor are they, indeed, 
attempted to be concealed./ I fee no pub¬ 
lic marks of exultatipn, and I hear no par- 
negyrics pronounced on the Emperor’s mi¬ 
litary atchievements. If the condu& of 
Frederic is feverely criticized at Drefden, 
that of Jofeph is far more loudly reprobated 
at Vienna. I dined yelterday at Prince 
Colorado's, where a numerous company was 
afiembled. On my right hand fat aij officer 
of diftin6tion, who had ferved in the Mo¬ 
ravian army during the whole hammer; and- 
we freely difcufled the operations of the 
two great leaders, as well as their refpe&ive 
claims to approbation and applaufe. 

“ Never," faid he, “ fince the acceffiori 
“ of the reigning Emprefs, during eight- 
andrthirty years, have the Auftrians ex— 
(i hibited fo inglorious a fpe&acle to Eu- 
** rope, as in the prefent campaign. We 
have indeed in former periods been more 
** unfortunate; we have been defeated and 
, “ put 



4lS MEMOIRS Of THB 

“ to the fword: but we have never yet, 
* with fuperior numbers, at the beginning 
“ of the campaign, in the midft of our own 
“ territories, and poffeffing all the means 
of offenfive war, fubmitted to be ftmt up 
“ and befieged within our lines.. At the 
“ moft difaftrous period of the late war in 
“■ 1757, after the defeat which we fuflained 
“ at Prague, Daun would not have adopted 
** fo humiliating a plan, though he might 
** have been juftified in purfuing it. If 
“ ever offenfive operations were neceflary 
“ in order to infpire the troops'with ardor, 
“ they were fo in the prefent campaign. It 
“ w r as indifpenfable, after a peace of fifteen 
** years, to fliew the Auftrian foldier that he 
“ was not inferior to the Pruffian,. either in 
** difcipline, in courage, or in leaders. But 
“ what has the Emperor done ? He has im- 
“ prefled an indelible convi^ion on all his 
M officers and foldiers, that whatever may 
“ be the juftice of his caufe, he feels his 
“ inability to maintain it in the field. He 
“ bas tacitly admitted the Pruffian fuperi- 

“ ority. 
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ofity. From the inacceffible heights of 
“ Konigingratz, Jofeph beheld the fineil 
“ provinces of Bohemia plundered, xvith- 
** out daring to make an effort for their 
“ defence. Frederic has carried off im-r 
“ menfe contributions, and deeply ini-. 
“ printed the terror of his arms in every 
“ village, and on every inhabitant: WaS 
any exertion made to impede his retreat 
“ out of Bohemia, when loaded with plun- 
** der? None. He retired without our 
“ fcarcely daring to moleft him, and he 
** will return far more formidable in the 
♦* enfuing fpring. 

“ But, our misfortunes and our difgrace 
“ do not Hop here. The pernicious pre- 
“ fence of the Emperor has diffufed them 
“ over every part of the military opera- 
** tiens, and prevented our fuccefs, where, 
** without his interference, it would have 
** been equally certain and brilliant. Though 
“ the King of Pruffia was able to effect his 
“ retreat without confufion to Schatzlar, in 
fight of the Emperor and Marlhal Lacy; 
Prince Henry of Pruffia could not have 

“ retired 
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“ retired with equal impunity into Saxony, 
“ under the eyes of Laudohn. That able 
“ commander, who was encamped at Mun- 
“ chengratz; after effe&ually preventing 
“ by the pofition which he had taken, the 
** junction of the two armies, only waited 
“ for the favorable moment of a6tion. He 
“ knew the impediments to Prince Henry’s 
“ retreat into Saxony, the ruined condition 
** of his cavalry, the difficulty of dragging 
* c his artillery through almoft impaffable 
“ roads, and the impoffibility of his mak- 
“ ing effectual refiftance, if vigoroufly at- 
“ tacked* Laudohn had even formed all 
“ his difpofitions for the purpofe, had 
“ iffued his final orders, and was about to 
“ execute them with his characteriftic rapi- 
“ dity on the following morning at day- 
“ break. Our fuccefs muff have been in- 
“ fallible. But, for our misfortune, his 
“ Imperial Majefty arrived from Konigin- 
gratz, in an open carriage, alone, on the 
“ evening before the deftined attack. All 
“ Laudohn’s plans were inftantly fufpended 
and reverfed; we remained ina6tive; and 

“ Prince 





COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 


±Zt 


“ Prince Henry, like the King his brother, 
“ clofed the campaign triumphantly.- It 
“ is thus that we are facrificed, counter- 
“ aCted, and difhonoured. How can it be 
“ otherwife ? The Emprefs, we are not ig- 
“ norant, from the firft inftant has depre- 
“ cated a rupture, and only wifhes for 
“ peace. The Emperor breathes war, but 
“ knows not how to conduCt it, though for 
“ our misfortune, he afpires to fuperin- 
“ tend all the operations in perfon. Prince 
** Kaunitz fluctuates between both; de- 
“ firous of repofe, yet anxious to gratify 
“ a Prince whofe paflion is ambition, and' 
“ who may foon become his foie matter. 
“ Such is the aCtual ftate of our affairs.” 

- I confefs myfelf not a little inclined to 
admit the juftice of this picture, which /is 
certainly true, though perhaps highly co- 
. loured. It is ttamped in legible characters 
on every countenance here, and pervades 
every converfation. All the operations of 
war are however, for the prefent clofed, or 
fufpended by the feaion. Frederic, at fixty- 
feven, no longer, braves the fnows, nor 

keeps 
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keeps the field, as he did twenty years ago, 
when contending for his crown and life; 
He is retired into Silefia, and has difpofed 
of his troops in winter-quarters. A fimilar 
conduct is purfued by the Auftrians. When 
1 arrived here on the feventh of this month, 
I found all the great general officers already 
returned. Lacy, Laudohn, Prince Charles 
Lichtenftein, had quitted the army of Bo¬ 
hemia; as Duke Albert of Saxe-Tefchen 
had done that of Moravia. The Archduke 
Maximilian was fcarcely recovered from a 
long and fevere illnefs, with which he had 
been attacked in the camp at Konigingratx. 
The Emperor alone, abient in Bohemia, was 
Hill occupied in iffuing dire&ions relative 
to the cantonment of the forces, and in- 
ipe&ing the frontier. As fome compenfa- 
tion for his abfence, the Great Duke and 
Ducheis of Tufcany came here in Septem¬ 
ber, on a vifit to the Emprefs Queen; but 
their prefence, whatever perfonal oonfola- 
tiou it may afford hear, is for from diffuflng 
hitheito the flighted; degree of gaiety over 
the Court or capital. They remain flhnoft 

con- 
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•conftantly fecluded in die Imperial Palace., 
without mixing in any of. the -amufettisnts of 
Vienna. 

After being long and impatiently ex¬ 
pedited, the Emperor readied this city five 
-days ago, at ten in the morning of the 123d, 
from Oimutz. He came incognito in his 
poft-ehaife, with fearcely any attendants. 
In order to enjoy the. pleasure of fur prizing 
the Emprels, he did not even permit Ids 
arrival to be announced ; and having pur- 
-pofely taken his way through the leaift fre¬ 
quented ftreets of Vienna, he got undifi* 
covered to the palace. Quitting his car- 
•riage, he ran haftily up a private ftaircafe 
which led to her apartment, and before lhe 
was prepared for it, he threw iimfelf into 
her arms. Maria Therefa’s emotions of joy 
art feeing her fon again, were not, lefs vio¬ 
lent than had been her grief at hisdapaa*- 
-fcnare for Bohemia in April, and {he was ifctr 
fc*ae minutes overcome by their force. I 
daw the Emperor not day at court, these 
being a gala in honour of the Great JDuchds 
of Tufcany’s birth-day, where he was pre¬ 
sent. 
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fent. He looks fun-burnt and thin, as 
might be naturally expe6ted, but otherwife 
in perfe6L health ; and he aifumed a gaiety 
of manners and deportment in the drawing- 
room, which appeared to fevere obfervers 
to border on affectation. No demonftra- 
tions of joy, public or private, have fol¬ 
lowed his arrival, and the. winter feems to 
begin under very unfavourable aufpices for 
a future refidence at Vienna. Many of the 
great nobility, whofe eftates lie in the 
northern provinces of Bohemia, have fuf- 
fered extremely by the Pruffian and Saxon 
depredations. The army is difcontented; 
while the inferior people murmur at the in- 
creafe of taxes, and look forward with na¬ 
tural apprehenfion, to their probable aug¬ 
mentation. Almoft every one feems. to 
dread the continuance of war, and to hope 
•that winter may not merely interpofe a 
temporary ceffation of hoftilities, but pro¬ 
duce overtures of peace. Time will {hew 
whether their expectations are likely to be 
gratified. 





COURT OF iERLIN, ETC. 12^ 


LETTER XXVII. 

Concern of the Emprefs'at the birth of a French 
Princefsj—Activity of the Emperor's charac¬ 
ter.—State of the public mind at Vienna, at 
the clofe of the year 1778. 

Vienna, December 30, 1778; 

M aria Theresa in addition ot the pub¬ 
lic fources of uneafineis and anxiety 
arifing out of the war, which agitate her 
mind, is at this moment entirely occupied 
with a domeftic misfortune, if fuch it may 
be juftly efteemed; for it can in fa6t only 
be termed a difappointment. Yefterday, 
a courier arrived from Verfailles, to an¬ 
nounce that the Queen of France has 
brought into the world a daughter. After 
near nine years of fterility, her pregnancy 
was an event which infpired this court with 
the livelieft joy. All the labors of the Em- 
prels Queen, and of her minifter Prince 
Vol. 11. Q Kaunitz, 
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Kaunkz, by blending the Auftrian and 
Bourbon families, with a view to extinguifb 
the long hereditary animofities of the two 
Crowns, remain ftill incomplete while there 
is not a Dauphin. The Queen of Naples, 
and the Archduchefe of Parma, who are 
married to two other princes of the Houfe 
of Bourbon, have both performed this ef- 
fential fervice to the flate, and have pro¬ 
duced fons. Maria Therefa has omitted no 
fpiritual exertions on her part, to enfiwe the 
like benediction on hpr youngeft daughter. 
As the means which fhe conceived to be 
yioft effectual, fhe has wearied Heaven with 
prayers, and proftrated herfelf before a 
variety of faints end; altars, to obtain fo 
great a boon- You will perhaps hardly be-, 
fieve that ipafles apd fupplications 'for. the 
Qupenj’s. fofo delivery, at which her bipe¬ 
dal Majefoy affifoed in perfon, have for feve- 
tal weeks psdh.been performed publicly to a 
“ Vierge. groflje," ifr one of the churches 
of Yienpfo, The; drefs and. figure of the 
{fohm in queftipnj which is that of the Vir¬ 
gin, 
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gin, reprefent a pregnant woman. The 
Emprefe’s vpws have not, for this time, 
been fully heard; but as the impediments 
which prevented the Queen of France from 
having iflue, whatever they were, are now 
furmounted, her mother may ftill reafon* 
ably hope that time will acComplifh her moft 
fanguine wifhes. 

This inaufpiciOus event, joined to the 
preflhre of a war uhqueftionably originating 
in her own, or rather in her ion’s ambition, 
which threatens to involve the evening of 
her reign in great difqviietude, have added 
force to the Emprefs’s habitual dev&tion. 
She is gloomy, penfive, and frequently ia 
tears. The capital already feds the in* 
fluence of foch a change, which clouds the 
chearfulnefs of foeiety; and will, it is be¬ 
lieved, fupprefs all public tefttmohies of 
mirth or amufement. Maria! Therfefa has 
indicated her intention to prohibit the Ri- 
dottos. and. marked balls cuftomary in the 
Carnival. No perfon ventures even t6 in¬ 
tercede with her • in behalf of thefe pro- 
q 2 feribed 
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fcribed -diverfions; and aniefs the Emperor 
fhould do fo with warmth^ there is not.any 
ptafpeft of their taking place during the 
prefent winter. His Imperial Majefty, 
though far lefs affected than his mother, by 
the recent difappointment from Paris, is 
neverthele'fs much feoluded, and • conftantfy 
occupied in his Cabinet. He comes feldont 
into company, and is rarely feen at Priiice 
Kaunitz’sj or at Prince Colorado's. Drawing 
Room, , as he freqheritly xifed to be before 
the.war. It is indeed true, that on the firft 
day of' the prefent month, lie dined at 
Court in public, with the Knights of “ the 
Golden Fleece/’ of which order he. is the 
chief and Sovereign.. But this is the .only 
act of hate at which he has affifled, or 
where he lids appeared in perfon firice his 

return .from Bohemia. ' iv • . : i ■ . 

. His. indefatigable vigilance and'.-activity 
carry him. notwithftanding, to: eveby place 
where he conceives that his exertions: can be 
ufeful or falutary. He neither confiders the 
renunciation: of (deep, nor any degree of 

„ perfonal 
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. perfonal inconvenience, as impediments, 
when the occafion appears to demand his 
interference. A few days ago, at feven in 
the evening, a fire broke out near the pa¬ 
lace, of Schonbrun, about a mile beyond 
the extremity of the fuburbs on that fide, 
without the lines which. furround Vienna. 
As it raged violently for feme time, appre- 
henfions were entertained that the Mena¬ 
gerie of Schonbrun might be endangered- 
by the flames. The night was dark and 
cold: but no fooner was the Emperor ap¬ 
prized of the circumftance, than he in- 
ftantly mounted his horfe, and gallopped to 
the fpot. On his arrival he gave direc¬ 
tions. for extinguifhing the flames, affifted 
in getting engines for the purpofe, - and re-* 
mained there till the conflagration ceafed. 

Thefe demonftrations of his* attention to' 
preferve the tranquillity, and to provide' ’ 
. for the fafety of the capital, cannot hoW- ; 

• ever diflipate the univerfal gloom occafioned' 
by the war, augmented by the mode ; in : 
which it has been hitherto conducted. The ' 

q 3 volun- 
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tary fufpenfion of hoftilities on both tides, 
though pretty general, conduces little to 
tranquillize the- public mind. Congreffes 
are indeed mentioned as likely to take place 
tn the eourfe of the winter; but the original 
caufe of quarrel remains entire, while the 
Auftrians continue to occupy Lower Bava* 
ria, and refufe reftitution of any part of 
the fequeftered territories. A more ferious 
' fubje& of alarm appears to be arifihg on the 
fide of Ruffia, Frederie having found means 
to intereft the Emprefs in his quarrel, if not 
as an open auxiliary, yet as a friend. It is, 
well known that (he has exprefled through 
her Minifier to this Court, Prince Gallit* 
$in, the utmoft difapprobation of the con¬ 
duct of the Cabinet of Vienna in the affair 
pf the Palatine fucceffion. Her interpo- 
fition, if 'fincere and ftrenuous, muft be 
deeply felt and refpe&ed by both parties. 
It is certain, that preparations of every kind 
are making here for an early campaign. 
So ftropg was the. alarm of a recommence-* 
pt$nt of hoftilities, only a fortnight ftnce, 

that 
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meafures were taken to aft in the field with¬ 
out delay. The departure of the Grand 
Duke and Duchefs of Tufcany for Florence, 
was fettled for the firft week in January j 
and that of the Emperor to join the army 
in Bohemia, for the fecond of the fame 
month: but the report is now contradifted. 
Every day may however, in the prefent 
critical fituation of affairs, produce fome 
great event, and you {hall be informed of 
occurrence that arifes of moment, 


o 4 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


Afpeit of the Court,—Military Operations .— 
Capture of Habelfcliwert.—Conduit of the 
Emprefs on that event. — Defertions. — D>f- 
content at Vienna.—Preparations for afecond 
Campaign. 

Vienna, January 27, 1779. 

’ITITE remain Hill in the fame anxious 
’ ’ fituation, uncertain as to peace or 
war. The new year opened it is true, with 
the cuftomary day of Gala, held on the 
firft of January, at which their Imperial 
Majefties, accompanied by the Archdukes 
and Ducheffes, were all prefent. But it 
was long believed that the Emprefs would 
not admit of any public entertainments 
being exhibited during the Carnival; and 
' fhe actually perfifted in her determination 
upon that ppipt, to the laft moment. The 
plterppfition and remonftr^nces of her fon 

the 
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the Emperor furmounted however, not with¬ 
out difficulty, her. repugnance to thefe 
amufements, which are at length allowed 
to take place in the ufual mariner. The 
Emperor himfelf attended by the Great 
Duke and 'Duchefs of Tufcany, appeatfed 
at one of the malked balls; but except on 
this Angle occalion, Vienna has difplayed 
fcarcely any marks of feftivity, and it is 
perhaps at prefent, of all the capitals in 
Europe, the leaft chearfuj. 

. The feverity of the winter has by no 
means altogether produced a ceflation in 
the operations of war. Frederic, who is 
retired to Breflaw, where he now refides, 
does pot* it is true, perfonlUy conduct 
thefe incuriions, as they .may be termed ; 
their object being principally plunder and 
contributions. His nephew, the Hereditary 
JPripce of Brunfwic, fupplies his place, and 
has made himfelf mafter of Troppau apd 
Jagerndorf, the only two remaining dif- • 
tri&s of Silefia yet unanpexed to the Prut- 
£ai) Mpparphy, It is apprehended that he 

will 
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-mil maintainhimfelf there till the opening of 
the - campaign. If however the Auftrians 
have been driven in, or compelled to retreat 
on that fide, they have taken ample ven¬ 
geance in another quarter, and have ob¬ 
tained a very brilliant advantage over the 
enemy. 

Colonel Palavicini arrived here a few 
days fmce, with intelligence of the furprize 
and capture of Habelfchwert, It is a for¬ 
tified town of confiderable ftrength and 
importance, fituate in the county of Glatz ; 
which is a difmembered portion of Bohe¬ 
mia, reconquered by Maria Therefa during 
the war of feven years; but, ceded anew 
to his Pruffian Majefty at the peace of Hu- 
bertfbourg. The Prince of Heffe Philip- 
ftahl, who commanded in the place, toge¬ 
ther with his whole garrifon, are made pri- 
firaers of war. Count Kinfki and General 
Wurmfer, to whom the conduct and execu¬ 
tion of the attempt was entrufted, have 
•defervedly gained great applaufe. Having 
rapidly afiembled a body of troops, they 

marched 
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inarched during the night, favoured by the 
darknefs; approached the walls in filenca 
(bon after daybreak; and inftantly placing 
their fcaling ladders, as Landohn did 
formerly at Glatz and at Schweidnitz, they 
mounted the ramparts before the enemy was 
aware of the attempt, or in any manner pm- 
pared for their attack. After a feeble defence* 
Habelfchwert fell into their hands. Frederic 
muft be deeply fenfible to fo unexpe&ed an 
affront, as well as fo ferious a difafter; noor is 
it doubted that he will treat the Prince ef 
•Jieffe, as he did the unfortunate General 
Finck, after the memorable affair of Maxen. 

The capture of Habelfchwert opens one 
of the paflagea into Silefia, and may be 
followed by important confequences, if it 
is not fpeedily regained. As it may be 
denominated the fifft fuccefsful attempt to 
carry the war into the enemy's dominions 
fince the commencement of hoftilities, the 
intelligence is peculiarly grateful to the 
Emperor* It has occafioaed the warmed 

demon- 
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demonftrations of joy throughout' Vienna, 
and has diffipated for an infrant the gloom 
pf the Imperial palace. • Even Maria Thejefa 
herfelf, however averfe to the prefent con- 
teftj is not infenfible to the event. When 
Palavicini, who arrived with the ftandards 
taken from the enemy, was prefented to her; 
fhe received the news with extraordinary 
fatisfa&ion, and liftened with the utmoft 
complacency, while he related to her all 
the particulars of the ftorm and furrender 
of Habelfchwert. Being informed that the. 
inhabitants had fufFered confiderably by 
pillage, during the firfl fury of the troops, 
her heart was. affe6bed. Going to her bureau, 
fhe opened it, arid took from thence a bag 
containing five hundred-ducats in gold; then 
putting it into Palavicini’s hand, “ I defire,” 
laid fhe, that this fum may.be diftributed 
“ in iny name to the unfortunate fufferers, 

“ whofe houfes or effefts have been plum 
dered by my foldiery: it will be of fome 
H little ufe. and, confolation to them under 

. “ their 
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“ their misfortune." So Angular an aft 
of liberality and compafliort towards the 
inhabitants .of a Pruflian town taken in war, 
has occafioned much aftonilhment, and'-has 
even given rife to a variety of opinions,refe 
pefting its propriety, as well as its wiRlom 
and policy. .There are not-wanting perfons 
here who cenfure her conduct with feverity, 
attribute it to the. fcruples of a wounded, 
mind confcioas of the injirflice of : the waf 
in which fhc is engaged, and who confider 
fuch munificence as ill bellowed. Without 
pretending to analize the, fecret feelings of 
the Emprefs’s breaft, it- feems nevefthelefs 
impoffible not to admire the aft, or riot to do 
jullice-to the -philanthropy and benevolence 1 
of Maria Therefa; qualities which have- 
uniform ly iriarked her charafter at every 
period of her life, Palavicini has been 
raifed from a' Colonel, to the rank of Major 
General. • 

This fortunate event is not the only one 
which Isas’taken place within the laft -few 
<l - • days; 
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days ; another very coniiderable advantage 
having been gained by a body of Auftrians 
over the enemy, in a fkirmifti near Zuck- 
mantel in Silefia. A few more fuch actions 
would bereave the Pruffians in a great degree 
of that reputation, which conftitutes an 
important part of their military fuperiority, 
and would teach the Auftrian foldier to re¬ 
gard himfelf as their equal. Frederid has 
moreover futfered immenfely by defertion, 
as always happens at the commencement of 
a war. I heard the Baron de Breteuil, the 
Ambaflador of France, aflert only two days 
ago, that he had himfelf given pafies to 
more than thirteen thoufand French de- 
ferters from the Pruffia anny, the greater 
part of whom entered Auftria from Bohemia, 
over the bridge acrofs the Danube at Lintz. 
Tljte Emprefs has likewife fuftaiped rto in- 
confiderable lofs from the feme caufe; but 
yet, far lefs than her adverfary, becaufe her 
armies are compofed principally either of 
her native fobje&e, or at leaft of Germans. 

Notwith- 
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Netwftbffimding fo. many exhilarating 
circumftmwJes, which feem to prefage a prof- 
peroqs campaign, the Court continues to be 
gloomy and joyfefs. The Great Duohefs 
of Tnfeany’s health, which is very precari¬ 
ous, increafes the dejeCtion in the Imperial 
Palace: fhe is at this-time much indifpofed. 
Pripce Kaunita, who may be confi<Jered a$ 
a political barometer, appears thoughtful* 
and has loft his ufual good humour. The 
general officers are known to be all difcon- 
tented or difgufted. They cannot be igno¬ 
rant of the fecret divifians in the, Cabinet* 
and are well aware how much every operation, 
of war will be weakened or counteracted by 
the Archduchefs Chriftina's influence over 
her mother. They do not lefs deprecate* I 
Relieve, the Emperor's prefence tmd inter-* 
ferencp in the field, which Wa$ fa pernicious 
tn Bohemia, three Months ago. Even 
Jofeph himfelf, inftrufted by experience,. ox 
apprebenftve of Ruffian interference^ :i# 
thought to be nq longer averfe to pacific 

propafttions. 
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propofitions. It is imagined that overtures 
to that purpofe will be made through the 
Court of Peterfburgh, as Prince Repnin is 
at Breflau with his Pruffian Majefty* occu¬ 
pied, we underftand, in concerting the pre* 
liminaries. 

• The profpect of- : peace does not however 
induce the Auftrian Government to intermit 
their preparations for meeting the approach¬ 
ing campaign. Very heavy taxes have been 
levied on the people* and proportionate ex- 
, ertions are making to raife a force, capable 
not only of facing -Frederic in the field, but 
-of giving him battle. The Emperor cannot 
intrench himfelf a fecond time in an inaccef- 
fible camp, and allow the Prufiians to defolate 
his dominions, without totally breakihg the 
fpirit of his troops, which the late fortunate 
events at Habelfchivert and Ziidimantel, 
have greatly elevated. Three hundred and” 
fifty thoufand men, it is allerted, will be 
under arms in Bohemia and Moravia, before 
May. So prodigious a flrength, properly 
11 conducted,. 
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conduced, might enable Maria Therefa 
and Jofeph to carry the war into Saxony 
or Silefia, and almoft to di&ate terms at the 
gates of Breflau, or of Drefden. Frederic, 
it is certain, cannot, even including his allies, 
bring into the field more than about two- 
thirds of the Auftrian force. But his name, 
his caufe, and the energy, as well as de- 
cifipn of his councils, may perhaps more 
than counterbalance the fuperiority of num¬ 
bers. The campaign is expeSted to open 
betimes, and whenever it begins, the fhock 
mull be terrible. We wait here with 
anxious folicitude for further information re* 
lative to peace. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

State of fociety at Vienna.—Female manners and 
education.—Difpofal of time, — Drops, — Style of 
beauty.—Severity of the Emprefs in refraining 
diffipation. — Superjiition. — Men.— Defeats of 
their education.—Literary prohibitions. — Igno¬ 
rance of the upper ranks.—Opulence of the grea t 
Nobility. — Executions. — Police. — Spies.—-Bi¬ 
gotry.—Belief in familiar fpirits t and in the 
philsfopher's font. — Laboratories. — Veneration 
for Paracelfus.—Belief in fecrets to prolong life. 
— theatrical amufements. — Univerfality of the 
French language.—Climate of Vienna. 

Vienna, February a, 1779. 

I T is time to turn our attention from 
military preparations and levies, to images 
of another kind; to the pifiture of manners, 
and the defcription of private life. A reli- 
dence of two winters in Vienna, added to a 
perfonal acquaintance with the far greater 
part of thofe who compofe its fociety in the 
belt fenfe of the term; enable me to fpeak 
with fome information on the interior of 
this metropolis, its pleafures, occupations, 
and inhabitants. Few European cities offer 

more 
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more relburces to a ftranger, who does not 
place his felicity in abfolute diffipation. 
He will not indeed find here the produc¬ 
tions of art, or the monuments of antiquity, 
which are to be feen at Florence, or may 
be ftudied at Rome* The circle of elegant 
pleafures that Paris offers; or the more ele¬ 
vated range of mingled knowledge, bufinefs, 
and recreation afforded by London, are not, 
it is true, chara&eriflic of Vienna. But the 
Auftrian capital, however limited in its gra¬ 
tifications, may, neverthelefs, moft ufefully, 
as well as agreeably detain a foreigner; and 
I fhall always, in the review of my paft life, 
efteem the time which I have fpent here, 
among the belt employed, as well as moft 
pleafing, which it has been my lot to pafs 
in any country of Europe. 

It is not in Vienna, as with us, where a 
native of France or of Germany, however 
rich, highly born, or accomplifhed, may 
pafs not only one, but many winters, in vain 
endeavours to force his way into the private 
fociety of the Great. He is not driven 
here, as he is in London, or in Paris, to 
frequent the theatres and public; places of 
R 3 diverfion. 
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diverfion, by vrtay of refuge from dulnefe. 
Here a fort of patriarchal limplicity fub- 
fifts, in the midft of thole entertainments 
or exhibitions which wealth and luxury have 
introduced. The upper orders feem to*con- 
ftitute only one large family, of whom 
_ Maria Therefa is the common parent. The 
rallying point of pleafure and relaxation at 
Vienna is found in the higheft circles, to 
which a foreigner is immediately carried. 
The afiemblies of Prince Kaunitz, and of 
Prince Coloredo, are the firft into which 
every ftranger ef condition is introduced 
after his arrival. It is unneceflary to re¬ 
peat, that the former is Prime Minifter 
and Chancellor of Maria Therefa, as Queen 
of Hungary and Bohemia; while Prince 
Coloredo is the Vice-Chancellor of Jofeph 
the Second, in his quality of Emperor of 
Germany. As the houfes" of both, which 
may be faid to form a part of the Impe¬ 
rial palace, are open every evening for the 
. reception of company, they conftitute a prin¬ 
cipal fource of amufement at Vienna. It 
is, belides, an attention expe6ted from per- 
fons who have been prefented to thofe Mi- 

nifters. 
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sifters, that they Ihould frequently be feen 
of an evening among the crowd in their 
drawing-rooms. There is not the fmalleft; 
degree of. conftraint impofed by the pre- 
fence of Prince Kaunitz, whp, is ufually : 
engaged at billiards, in a corner of the apart¬ 
ment. ; and every one is at peri eft liberty 
to amufe himfelf, either at play, or in con-» 
verfation* as his inclinations may lead him. 
Nearly an equal freedom reigns at Prince 
Ccloredo's, who, furrounded by his nume¬ 
rous fons, da ugh ters, and their defendants or 
connexions, unites to the utmofi: fimplicity 
of manners, all the poiitenefs of a courtier 
and a gentleman. Every circumftance, con¬ 
duces to put 4 a foreigner at his eafe, and 
infenfibly to divefl; him of the aukwardnefs 
or embarraflinent natural on finding himfelf 
in the midft of a fociety, w ith whofe habit? 
and common. topics of converfation he is 
neceffarily unacquainted. 

It rauft, nevertheffs, be admitted that 
the Auftrian manners are cold and referved 
on firft acquaintance. There is a certain in¬ 
dolent indifference^ and liftlefs tranquillity 
which charafterize them, as widely removed 

b 3 , . from 
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from our national fhynefs and taciturnity, as 
they are from the French frivolity, loquacity, 
and levity. Time, habit, and.a quiet, rather 
than a noify civility, infenfibly fur mount this 
impediment to converfation. The Auftrian 
ladies are by no means deficient in external 
accomplifhments, mental and perfonal: they 
are in general elegant, graceful, and pleafing; 
but they rarely poflefs, like thofe of France 
and England, a cultivated mind. The princi¬ 
pal reading of a woman of quality, is unfortu¬ 
nately fuch as tends to pervert and contract, 
rather than to enlarge, exalt, and improve her 
nnderftanding. Holy legends, lives of faints 
and devotees, maffes, and homilies, conftitute 
her chief information. She knows little of 
Madame de Sevignd, and lefs of the produc¬ 
tions of Racine, Moliere, or Fontenelle. If 
fhe has perufed the works of Cervantes, of 
Crebillon,and of LeSage, fhe has done much. 
But, on the other hand, with the writings of 
Saint Therefa, and the reveries of Saint Ca¬ 
tharine of Sienna, fhe is perfectly familiar. 

This want of female improvement is tmi- 
▼erfal, and the neceflbry refuk of their con¬ 
fined education. Young women of condition 
11 are 
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are all font to a convent, either at Prague, 
at Prefourg, or at Vienna. There they 
are taught to fing hymns to the Virgin, 
and to tell their beads devoutly. Of hiftory, 
poetry, and polite letters, they imbibe bo 
tincture; and the fpirit, if not the precepts 
f )f their religion, fet bounds to any liberal 
enquiries, by the deteftatiou that they inr 
,fpire for heretics, and heretical productions. 
Women of faftiion rarely ftir out in a 
morning, except to hear mafs, or on par¬ 
ticular occafions. They ufually take a cup 
of coffee or chocolate when they rife; .and* 
they either remain, afterwards invifible in 
their own apartments, in a ftate of the 
greatefb undrefs, or devote the hours before 
.dinner to the occupation of the toilet. 33ew 
of them admit vilits from men at that time 
of the day, which is facred to indolence, 
affected to devotion, or referved for private 
concerns of a domeftic nature. A morning 
at Vienna is indeed ihort, as the general 
hour of dining is ftill half paft two,, and 
was formerly one o’clock; but it has gra¬ 
dually, grown later for fuceeffive yeans, 
R 4 Prince 
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Prince Kaunitz forms the only exception. 
The afternoons of courfe are long ; and it 
is accounted polite to vifit, wherever it is 
known that a numerous company is met, 
about half paft four, juft as they are riling 
from table. 

The evening may properly be faid to begin 
about eight, or earlier. Befides the houfes 
of Prince Kaunitz and Coloredo, there are 
others, in which, during winter, aflemblies 
are held once a week, or more frequently. 
Among the chief, it would be unjuft not 
to mention that of the French Ambaflador; 
the only member of the “ Corps diploma- 
** tique,” whofe eftablilhment enables him 
to entertain in a ftyle of magnificence. 
Ices and lemonades are offered to the com¬ 
pany, but there is never any fupper except 
by particular invitation. Play is general: 
Ombre is among the reigning games; Loo, 
as well as Whift, very common: Taroc, 
Triflette, Reverf6, and Trie Trac, much in 
vogue. Ladies who do not fit down to 
cards, frequently have on their lap a little 
box of old Lac, and employ themfelves in 
1 untwifting 
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tintwifting gold thread, which by no means 
prevents converfation, as it only occupies 
the -fingers. The referve of the Auftrian 
women, fo unpleafant on firft acquaintance, 
imperceptibly wears off, and gives place to 
their,natural character. Their converfation, 
if not improving, is rarely deficient in fpi- . 
rit, vivacity, and animation. But a learned 
woman, fo common with us, is a thing 
totally unknown at Vienna. I ought in 
juftice likewife to fay, that there are fome 
pleafing and (hining exceptions to the 
imputation of ignorance. No capital in 
Europe can produce perfons more diitin- 
guiihed by natural and acquired endow¬ 
ments, or of minds more liberal and en¬ 
larged, than the Countefs Thun, and the 
Countefs de Pergen : the houfes of both are 
the rendezvous of every perfon who pre¬ 
tends to refinement, and form the beft 
refource for the Englilh during their ftay 
in this capital. • 

The women drefs well, with great tafte, 
and greater-magnificence. I never faw in 
ftny Court fuch a profulion of diamonds, 

unlefs* 
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unlefa, perhaps, at Liibon; and they dif- 
. pofe their jewels with no little elegance. 
During the Carnival they endeavour to 
make amends for the privations impofed by 
Lent, which extend not only to the table, 
but even to' the toilet. They have, how¬ 
ever, the abfurdity common in every king¬ 
dom in Europe, except England, of draft¬ 
ing girls at feven and eight years old, like 
women of fixteen or eighteen, with pow¬ 
der, a high head, a Chignon, and a hoop ; 
which is in fa£t the fecret of rendering 
them old before they are young. Vienna 
abounds with beautiful women; but they 
are not all natives of Auftria, or even of 
..Germany. Bohemia, Hungary, Italy, and 
Poland, of which laft country a consider¬ 
able part is now become fubje6t to Maria 
Therefa, oonfpire to adorn the Imperial 
capital with their refpefitive tribute ef 
beauty. Every circle of the German Em¬ 
pire may claim its,Share in composing the 
fociety of this its common metropolis, as all 
the cities of Greece contributed towards the 
Venus pf Applies. The national, or pro¬ 
vincial 
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vincial eaft of chara&dr is, however, ufually 
preferred, and eafy to be diftinguiftied. The 
■women of condition are noble in their de¬ 
portment, and have a natural air of dignity. 
I think that in general their perfons are on a 
larger fcale than with us, and that there are 
more fine forms, than pretty figures: their 
hair and teeth are commonly good, parti- 1 
cularly the 1 latter, to which the drynefs of 
the air and climate contribute. If there be 
room for criticifm, it is about the neck. 
Nature feems to have been lavifli of that 
attribute of beauty, only in Italy and in 
Greece; while in other European countries 
Ihe difpenfes it with a more fparing hand 
there are in Vienna itfelf many charming 
exceptions to the remark. 

Rouge is univerfally worn by married 
and unmarried women of fafhion; but they 
ufe it in general with moderation, as well 
as tafte t girls of fifteen wear it as much as 
perfons of thirty. The Ardaducheffes alone 
are never rouged, the Emprefs not per¬ 
mitting them to be fo on any oecafioa 

whatever. After the death of the late 

* 

Emperor 
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Emperor Francis in 1765, rouge was abfo- 
lutely.and univerfally forbidden by Maria 
Therefa, on pain of her difpleafure; nor did 
any one dare to ufe it, even in private com¬ 
panies, on the molt felect parties. Nothing 
can more ftrongly prove the fpecies of ma¬ 
ternal .power which the Emprefs exercifes 
over her people, which fometimes affumes 
a religious, at other times a political, or 
moral character. They obey with a fort of 
filial fubmiffion, in which refpeCt and-attach¬ 
ment are blended; though they murmur and 
- complain at the fame moment, . It mull be 
confefied, that the authority is very unlimit¬ 
ed,, which can enforce fuch a- prohibition 
throughout a whole capital, during a con- 
iiderable length of time. Peter the Great, 
defpptie as he was, found the obftacles in- 
fuperable in many inltances, when be at* 
' tempted to regulate drefs and manners 
among his fubjeCts. Rouge revived gradu¬ 
ally and imperceptibly, as .the Emprefs’s grief 
wore off, and her confequent repugnance to 
the demonftrations of joy or feftivity. 

If it were poffible by feverity, as well a? 

example. 
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. example, to banilh and eradicate*from any 
city, that intercaurfe between the fexeswhich 
we commonly denominate gallantry, it would 
have been totally extinguifhed at Vienna. 
The Empress, rigidly virtuous in her own con¬ 
duct, foithful to the marriage bed, and never 
fufpe&ed of female w eak nefs, makes very little 
allowance for the indifcretions of others. 
She crulhes every degree of libertinifm be¬ 
neath the immediate weight of her difplea- 
fure. A woman of condition, if known to 
be frail, unlefs her frailty be confined to one 
lover, and managed with the utmoft atten¬ 
tion to privacy and decorum, is certain to 
receive an order to quit Vienna: perhaps 

' ilie is obliged to languish out life in fome 
obfcure provincial town of Hungary, Auf- 
tria, or other parts of her Imperial Ma- 
jefty’s dominions. Such exercifes of fu- 
preme authority, hpwever defpotic, and in 
fome inftances perhaps fevere, capricious, 
or miftaken, yet operate moft forcibly to 
maintain the purity of morals in the capital 
It. is hardly poflible to conceive how mi¬ 
nute and circumftantial a detail her inqui¬ 


ries 
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lies embrace, relative to the private conduct 
of her fubje&s of both fexes: their a&kms, 
amufements, and pleafures, even the mod 
concealed, are conftantly reported to her. 
She employs emiflaries or fpies, who' omit 
nothing for her information. I could re- 
late from my own perfonal knowledge, 
feme curious and entertaining instances of 
her infpeftion into the conduct of the Ladies 
of her Court; but the fubjeflt is too delicate 
for particular details. An illiberal fuper- 
ftition, rather than a rational disapproval of 
gallantry, on account of the private and po¬ 
litical ills which it produces, frequently ac¬ 
tuates her in this rigorous profcription. 

In no European capital are fo much de¬ 
cency, caution, and refpe& for appearances 
maintained, in all connexions of pleafure or 
attachment, as at Vienna. Thefe attentions 
are ittdifpenfable, in order to avoid attract¬ 
ing the Imperial notice, always followed by 
repTehenfion or punifhrhent. Gallantries 
here are covered with a myfterious veil, and 
alTume the exterior of friendlbip. Unlike the 
fickle and libertine amours ofWarfaw, of 

of 
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of Peterflfmrgh, they generally laft for a 
quarter of a century, and are rarely broken 
off on either fide. Slow in forming, they 
are dill more flow in diffolving. I am in¬ 
clined to believe, that befides the reftraints 
alluded to, neither the climate nor the air of 
Auftria are favourable to violent paffions of 
any kind. There is fomething phlegmatic in 
the conftitution of the inhabitants, phylical 
and intelle&ual, which is adverfe to ftrong 
emotions. Tire prefence of the Emprefs, 
who is always refident in, or near her Capi¬ 
tal; and the terror infpired by her vigilance, 
as welt as her refentment, operate in repreff- 
ing all exceffes. Superftition, confeffors, and 
penances, add weight to temporal motives. ■ 
But the principle of frailty neverthelefs 
exifts; even Vienna has its Meffalinas, 
though certainly in fmaller number, and 
marked with fainter colours than elfewhere. 

The.fuperftition of an Auftrian woman', 
however chara&eriftic, habitual, and excef- 
fiye, is by no means incorififtent or incom¬ 
patible with gallantry: ,fhe fins, prays, con- 
fefles, and begins anew; but fhe'never 

omits 
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omits her mafies, not even for her fovefr 
Few Ladies touch meat either on the Fri¬ 
day or Saturday of every week, or during 
the whole period of Lent; and they confefs 
frequently ; if not from principle, yet from 
habit or from fear. The marriage ring is 
feldom worn or kept, as its lofs would be 
ominous in their eftimation, and prefage 
misfortune. In order to avoid fo great a 
calamity, they are generally fent to a cele¬ 
brated chapel of the Virgin, at Maria Zell 
. in Styria; a Ihrine where I am allured there 
are more gold rings, than the Carthaginian 
General found on the field of Cannae 
Very little of the exterior of devotion is 
neverthelefs vifible among women of condi¬ 
tion : it interrupts no pleafures of fociety 
or converfation; it. neither mixes with their 
difcourfe, nor tinges, their manners: they 
referve it for the altar, or the confeffor. f 
ought likewife to add, that there are not a 
few who entertain much more liberal and 
expanded ideas of the Deity and of Reli¬ 
gion, than the ,Catholic Faith ufually in¬ 
spires, particularly at Vienna. 


After 
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After confidering the fofter fex, in fpeak- 
ing of the men, it is juft to makie a leading 
diftin&ion. The Auftrian youth of rank or 
condition are in general infupportable. Dif*. 
tinguilhed only by pride, ignorance, and il¬ 
liberally ; regarding themfelves as fuperior to 
«very other European nation, becaufe their 
fovereign istitnlar head of the German Em¬ 
pire; altogether deftitute of improvement, 
commonly haughty and affuming; they want' 
equally the inclination and the requifites to be 
agreeable in fociety. It is true, that like us, 
they commonly travel; that is ft6m Vienna 
to Paris, through Italy, and home. They 
imitate the French manners; but poifefs 
neither the urbanity, the vivacity, nor the 
elegant levity of France. Though coxcombs, 
they are not amufing ones, and in cultivation 
of mind the^- are totally deficient. The 
univerfities and feminaries of inftru6tion,. 
throughout the Auftrian dominions, are 
fcarcely more calculated to form, or to en¬ 
large the underftanding, than the nunneries 
where the other fex are educated. Aa 
ecclefiaftic is ufually feledled for the purpofe, 

vol. n. S whole 
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whole cares are principally limited to the 
morals of his pupils. Temperate in their 
appetites and pleafures, the youth of Vienna 
appear to me by no means to merit the 
imputation affixed on the Germans, of a 
fbndnefs for wine. 

It is among men of riper years, in every, 
department civil or military, that are found 
polilhed manners, urbanity, and attention 
to ftrangers. In folid endowments of under- 
ftanding, in local information, and in all the 
branches of official knowledge which qualify 
for filling ofteas of flate or trull with honour 
and ability; they may vie with the nobility 
of any country in Europe. But I am inclined 
to believe, that fewer perfons of extenlive 
reading and information are foynd among 
them, proportion oblerved, than in any of 
the German Courts. To the injudicious 
bigotry of the Emprefs, may chiefly be 
-attributed the deficiency. It is hardly cre¬ 
dible how many books and produ6tions 
of every fpecies, and in every language* are 
profcribed by her. Not only Voltaire and 
Itoufieau are included in the lift, from the 

iuppofed 
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fuppofed immoral tendency, or licentious 
natureof their writings; but many authors 
whom we confider as unexceptionable or 
harmlefs, experience a fimilar treatment. A 
fentence reflecting on the Catholic religion ? 
a doubt thrown upon the fanCtity of fome 
hermit or monk of the middle ages;- any com^ 
pofition in which the pleafuceS of lore are 
warmly depictured; for I by iio means fpeak 
of thofe licentious writings which it is the 
duty of every government to fupprefsin 
a word, any work where fuperftition is at¬ 
tacked or cenfured, however (lightly* attracts 
immediate notice, and is-inftantly prohibited 
under fevere penalties. 

The far greater number of thofe books- 
which confiitute the libraries of perfons dif- 
f inguifhed for tafte and refinement, not merely 
in France or England, but even in Rome or 
Florence* are rigoroufly condemned, and 
their entry into Vienna is attended with 
no lefs difficulty than danger. It is indeed 
true, that notwithstanding every prohibition, 
knowledge infenfibly pierces, and gradually 
diffufes itfelf over the Auflrian dominions, 
s 2 But 
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But its progrefsis neceffarily proportioned 
to the impediments thrown in its way. On 
application to the literary inquifitora or con¬ 
fers, who regulate this branch of internal 
police, almoftanv work may likewife be pro¬ 
cured, though not without trouble, expence, 
and delay. Leipfic, Paris, or the Hague, to 
one or other of which places recpurfe mult 
ufually be had, are diftant. The indolence 
• natural to the human mind, frequently pre¬ 
vents fuch an exertion, and extinguilhes the 
feeble fpark of defire to receive entertain¬ 
ment or improvement. The Auftrian no¬ 
bility of both fexes, a few excepted-, feem 
indeed never to read ; and appear equally 
deftitute-of an acquaintance with the polite, 
as they are with the abltrufe, branches of 
fludy or literature. 

The Hungarians of diftin&ion are com¬ 
monly mailers of Latin, becaufe among 
them ,it ia liiU a living language, as. all the 
proceedings of . the Courts of Judicature, 
and even the public a6ts of Government, 
are kept in the language of antient Rome. 
But, law and jurifprudeDce tend very little to 
... IS regulate 
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regulate their tafte, or to introduce them to a 
familiarity with the great writers of antiquity. 
It is not on the banks of the Danube, under 
Princes of the Houfe of Auftria, that fuch 
works are juftly valued or appreciated. 
Horace, Salluft, Virgil, and Tacitus, have 
here few readers, and fewer admirers. The 
hereditary fuperftition of Leopold and the 
Ferdinands, which furvives in the prefent 
Emprefs, precludes their entrance and re¬ 
ception. It is probable that the death of 
Maria Therefa, and the acceffion of Jofeph 
the Second to the Hungarian and Bohemian 
Crowns, will produce a vaft revolution in 
the human mind. His fentiments on re¬ 
ligious fubje6ts, though by no means clearly 
developed, are known to be more liberal; 
and they will, it is fuppofed, operate to 
throw down the political and moral barriers 
which for ages have prevented the diffufion 
of improvement among the various clafies 
of people. 

Many of the great nobility here are 
extremely opulent, and maintain a fplendor 
in their eftablilhments fuited to their rank. 

« 3 < They 
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They have ufualljr a palace in Vienna, and 
another in the fuburbs, where they alters 
nately refide, according to the feafon of the 
year. A piece of magnificence, peculiar, 
as J believe, to the Imperial Court, is that 
all the Minifters employed in the-principal 
offices.or charges, are lodged at the expence 
of the Government, in houfes or rather fuits 
of apartments belonging to the Emprefs. 
Thofe of Prince Kaunitz are very fuperb. 
The range of rooms occupied by Prince Co¬ 
lorado, as well as thofe of Count Roferaberg 
the Grand Chambellan,” conftitute part 
of tlw vaft edifice of the Imperial palace. 
If, however, they are thus provided with 
lodgings at the coft of the Crown, on the 
other hand, it muft be owned, that the ap¬ 
pointments and falaries of the great officers 
• of ftate in every department, are, according 
to our ideas and modes -of ettimation, not 
merely narrow, but totally inadequate to 
fuftaining the dignity of their public fitua- 
tions. The Matter of the Horfe has only 
four thoufand florins a year, which make 
■ fparcely four hundred pounds fterling; and 

the 
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. the “ Grand Chambellan" receives no more 
than twelve hundred florins. All the in¬ 
ferior “ Chambellans,” who amount to near 
fifteen hundred, have only the privilege of 
wearingat their pocketagoldkey,thefymbol 
of their function. Every other place in the 
gift of the Crown, bears nearly the fame 
proportion. 

The family of Licbtenftein may be efteem- 
ed one of the wealthieft in Vienna. Prince 
Francis, who is the head of that houfe 
pofiefies, I am allured, an annual income o 
at Jeaft feventy thoufand pounds fterling. 
It is neverthelefs thought that prince Efter-. 
hazi, with a receipt of only fifty thoufand 
pounds a-year, is in fa6l a richer matt. The 
reafon is that the Lichtenftein eRates lie 
principally in Bohemia, Moravia, and Aus¬ 
trian Silefia, where the taxes are very heavy 
and oppreffive; whereas the lands of Prince 
Efterhazi are fituated almoft exclufively in 
Hungary, where the power of the Crown in 
levying pecuniary Supplies, is confined by 
charters, privileges, and corapa&s, which the 
Hungarians, though eminently loyal, defend 

s 4 againft 
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againft allencroachment. When at his palace 
of Efterhazi, about thirty miles from Vienna, 
where he refides during a great part of the 
year, the Prince maintains an eftablifhmept 
approaching ip every refpeft to royal; and 
be is, I believe, the only fubje& in Europe, 
who keeps in pay a regular company of 
guards. During the time that he pafies at 
Vienna, he lives with far more .privacy. 
Except Prince Eaunitz and PrinceColoredo, 
there is indeed no perfon here fits down 
regularly every day to fixteen p t eighteen 
covers. 

If London or Paris offer more variety of 
intelle&ual pieafures and enj oy men ts, Vien na 
at leaftabounds in every delicacy.for thegrar 
tification of the palate, and the indulgence of 
appetite. Senfuality itfelf muft be fatisfied 
with the tables of the nobility, which,are 
ferved with great,profufion; Hungary, Mor 
ravia, and above all Poheipia, fupplying 
every kind of luxury for the epicure. The 
jBohemian partridges and pheafants are 
ad Quitted to be infinitely fuperior in flavour 
tp, thpfe of Prance or Italy, I dare not 

relat@ 
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relate what I have heard of the quantities 
of game, large and fmall, killed, or rather 
Slaughtered, ip foime of the Bohemian (hoot¬ 
ing parties. Many hundred head of deer, 
hares, boar, and all kinds of wild fowl, are 
maflacred by thefe relentlefs .fportfmen; 
if fuch they can with propriety be efteemed, 
who eftimate the. diyerfion only by the 
•multitudes which, they deftroy, and by the 
facility of the chace. The Danube, as well 
as the lakes.of Hungary, furrjilh a variety 
of fifh ; and oylters arfe even brought from 
the Adriatic, either from Trieft, Fiume, 
,or Venice, as are many kinds of fea filh. 
Piedmont contributes 1 the largeft and the, 
fineft truffles that I ever tailed, which pre- 
ferve all the delicacy of their original fla¬ 
vour, though tranfported acrofs the Alps. 
Piunee Kaunitz is regularly fuppiied with 
them from Turin. In no article do the 
Auftrians difplay more magnificence or va¬ 
riety than in their wines; and in many 
houfes, as Lady Wortley Montagu remarked 
flxty years ago, a printed lift of them is put 
junder every plate. I have now. by me 

that 


f 



266 MEMOIRS 07 THE 

that of Prince Schwartzemberg, as well ns 
that of Cardinal Migazzi, Archbifhop of 
Vienna, and I fhall copy tlje former, as 
a fpecimen: 

“ Vin d’Abfynthe. 

“ Vin d’Autriche. 

** Vin de Razeridorf. 

“ Vin de Rhin. 

“ Vin de Mofelle. 

** Vin de Nuitz. 

“ Vin de Champagne, 

“ Vin de Malaga. 

“ Vin de Bacarefc.' 

“ Vin d’Alicante. 

** Vin de Balmfec. 

“ Vin de Cerifes, 

“ Vin de Tokav.” 

In this lift, which includes Tome of the 
ftneft wines of Auftria, Hungary, Germany, 
France, and Spain, an Englifliman will how¬ 
ever probably cemark that neither Port,Cta* 
ret, nor Madeira are to be foutid. 

Notwithftanding the number and deli¬ 
cacy of their wines, which might naturally 
tempt to an indulgence) the Auftrians, as 

I have 
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I have already obferved, are very temperate 
and moderate in the Hfe of them. I never 
iaw a Angle inftance of a young man of 
falhion intoxicated, during the whole time 
that I palled at Vienna. If they commit 
excefies, they certainly are not thofe of wine. 
This remark, however, applies only to the 
upper clafles; the people, like the Germans 
in general, are more addi£ted to the ufeand 
abufe of ftrong liquors. 

Crimes as well as punilhments are rare, 
owing to the vigilance and feverity of the 
police. A murder is lcarcely ever commit¬ 
ted, and robberies are fo uncommon, that 
at almoft every hour of the day or night, 
a ftranger may-walk the ftreets, or travel 
the public roads in fafety. Of courfe, exe¬ 
cutions happen very feldom; but when 
they take place, they are conduced with 
admirable propriety, and in a way calculated 
to produce the ftrongeft effeft on the be¬ 
holder. I had the curiofity, for the firft time 
in my life, to be prefent at an execution, 
only a few days ago; which, from the cir- 
CUQtftances that attended it, well merits 
.. * a par- 
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a particular defcription. Many thoufond 
fpe&ators of all conditions were afferabled 
to witnefs it; and never was any public ce¬ 
remony performed with fo much folemnity 
and awful decorum. Four men, convi&ed 
of robbery, aggravated by circumftances of 
cruelty and inhumanity* were fentenced to 
die; not by the halter, as with us, but by 
the fword of the executioner. They fuffered 
on the Efplanade, without one of the gates 
of Vienna, upon a circular fpace or piece of 
ground walled in, through which a flight of 
ftcps conduced to the platform, or fumrnit, 
which was raifed Lwelveorfourteen feet above 
the level of the Efplanade. In order to com¬ 
mand a better view of it, I got into a cart 
placet! fo near, that I could diftinguifti even the 
countenances and features.of the criminals. 

The firft of the four malefactors having 
been featcd in a chair that was fcreweddown 
into the ground, his arms and body were 
next tied with cords, in order to prevent 
him from moving, and his neck was laid bare 
quite' to the fhoulders. A bandage being 
drawn acrofs- his eyes, four Auguflane 

monks, 
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monks, holding a crucifix, approached, and 
after prayer coafefied him. The execu¬ 
tioners affiftant then collecting his hair, pulled 
up his bebd, to the utmoft extent of the neck, 
with a view to afford a. fairer mark. Mean¬ 
while the executioner himfelf, who was a 
very refpe£table man both as to figure and 
drefs, arrived at the fpotin a hackney coach. 
When all the requifite preparations were 
made, he threw off his cloak, and {landing 
in his white waiftcoat, he firft difplayed in 
the fcabbard, and then unlbeathed the in- 
ftrument of punifhment. It was a ftraigh’t, 
two-edged fword, of an equal breadth, quite 
to the point, prodigioufly heavy, broad, and 
fha.rp as a ra2or. Coming in flank of the 
criminal, who was blirfdfolded, and confer 
quendy ignorant of the precife moment of 
his approach; railing the fword with both 
hands, he took off the head at a Angle flroke, 
with a dexterity and celerity exceeding ima¬ 
gination. The aflift int held it up dream¬ 
ing with blood, and then laid it down on 
the ground; while the decapitated trunk 
was allowed to remain fgr fome feconds fit- 

S 
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ting in the chair, the blood fpouting up at 
firft to the height of three or four feet in 
the air. iTwo men then untied the corpfe, 
and taking it by the legs and fhoulders, bore 
it to a little diftance. The head was car¬ 
ried with it, placed befideit, and both were 
Covered with a large mat, which completely 
concealed the whole apparatus from fight. 

Previous to the a£l of beheading the fe- 
cond culprit, the chair was wiped clean from 
the blood with which it had been ftained; 
the ropes were wafhed, and fand was fcat- 
tered over the place; fo that when he was 
brought up in his turn to fufFer, no trace 
of tha preceding execution was vifible. 
About half an hour elapfed between their 
refpe6tive deaths; the laft three being be¬ 
headed with the fame dexterity as the firft, 
and with fimilar circumftances. The velo¬ 
city with which the fword pafled through 
the neck, and difleveTed the head, was 
fucb, that the blade fcarcely appeared 
bloody. , After infli&ing each ftroke, the 
executioner took out a white handkerchief 
and carefully wiped away the globules of 

blood 
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blood which ftood upon the fword; then 
iheathed, and laid it down at fome paces 
from the chair, concealed by a cloak. The 
whole ceremony being ended, he advanced 
forward, nearly to v the edge of the platform 
or fcafiold, and holding up the inftrument of 
juftice, immediately after he had taken off 
the head of the laft criminal, he addrefied 

I 

liimfelf to the afiembled multitude, demand-; 
ing whether he had well performed his 
duty. They fignified their approbation, 
and he then withdrew, in the lame hack¬ 
ney coach which had conveyed him thither; 
while the people, before they difp^rfed, join¬ 
ed with the monks in prayer for the fouls 
of the departed* The four trunks and heads 
were expofed during fome hours on wheels, 
to the view of every one, and were afte#- 
wards interred. 

I retired from this fcene deeply imprefied 
with fo unufual, as well as folemn a light, 
which excites, however, no fenfation of 
horror, and is attended with nothing cruel 
or repugnant to humanity. On the con¬ 
trary, human ingenuity and mercy could 

not 
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not perhaps device a mode of taking away 
life, at once fo lenient and fo inftantaneous. 
In fa6t it is the work of ope fecond only, 
and cannot poffibly be phyfically felt' by 
the perfon put to death. The mind, and 
not the body, feels the ftroke, whereas the 
halier, as we know, does not always deprive 
of fentiment, or extinguifli being for many 
minutes. Decapitation likewife makes a far 
more awful and profound impreffion on the 
furrounding multitude, who are deeply af- 
fefted by the fight of the headlefs trunk, 
and view every part of the ceremony with 
other fen fations than thofe of an Englifh 
mob, aflembled to fee men carried in a 
cart to be hanged at Tyburn. Here it ex¬ 
cites all thofe beneficial emotions which 
check the prog-refs of crime, and retain fo- 
ciety within proper limits. 

The rapidity and precifion with which 
the a£t of decapitation itfelf is performed, 
conftitutes not the lead wonderful part of it, 
and may be compared, in its velocity, to the 
eftefit of lightning. No axe could inflict fo 
fure a ilroke,. however well directed by the 

moft 
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fried:- fkilful handajijaiddd jr^ thfc &rtaj^l 
ftervdak' It is ihddedLIS^reli^ib we read*-of 

executioner thasi taking< offr-a heady*1 
pne;bhfwi. The Duke;efoMoitraeuihj-Jwbd 
iufieredhonder Jomfe;jtJate^condcirk»hac^i 
pd ba^edegyby' a.teiteifiwkfier ak unftabhl 
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fioaifeo imt^eeccttC'injm^rungUipary-Mrft 1 
nals,umiferthe Tudomiau^the; Stqai^nal 
haue feeen. affoiedhy mwatkutti &Jfr>pec&tt 
liere^ 4hat i ■ the: hfea&jfreqiipntly riBetaidss.i^ 
•three4>r four nainutd^:,»:ifeong tediMifiblf 
principle of life, after its indantan^pB^iepah 
ration ;from die body; *bat the tongue; find 
lips .-will even! open atid ApoVe^. o WiSiar&tQld 
.that Marihal; Baton’s bead. madera bdw*d 
,on tjbfe Tcadbld { ». fa& alfer.ted byrooteropd- 
jr»ryjaad-.'g)r»ve.hiftoriariBK w.hof© anthow.ty 
it isdiflficult!, to] reject. Lwill not;ivjenfcywe 
to fey any thing flQfiU,be<on,this pointy ifrpm 
.my own.p^rfoiial observation; butlfapprh- 

- bend that both, tbe h^ad. and trunk! ia*@ ca- 
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- meats, .-after their: bfeing i.dilTefeeitedt from 
jeacb., other;. particularly ■ where the pgrftji 
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beheaded is at the time in high bodily 
health and vigor. The barbarous and .ab* 
f»rd cuftom,commotf formerly at Vienna* 
Prague, end all; over the German Umpire* 
of matching a gladWull of the criminal's 
blood at die infant of his being beheaded, 
which wasfwaBowed wartn by perfons «f- 
fe&ed with epileptic difordwrs; as a certain 
remedy; is now prohibited, or rather fallen 
into total contempt- and difofe. Heafonj, 
sided by thO'progrefs df philosophy, bas est 
titiguilhed fo abominable, as well as >imas> 
tional a practice. • : < » * »* . 

It is pot merely over the publictfafbty, and 
the feoarity of-the Auftrisn capita^ that the 
police undertakes toprefide. The morals, nO 
left than the conduct of all her Tubje&s, 
form an object of the Etnprefs's conftant 
«wd> 'unremitting-attention.- It approach* 
<on indny -points to rigor, andtnayperhaps 
•be juftly thought unbecoming'her dignity, 
-as well as ineffectual to any fulutk-ypuv- 
•pofo. Women-who are accufed or con¬ 
victed of devoting themfelves, however fo- 
4>retly, to the pleafures of the public, am 

infantly 
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aoftantly taken up by her order, and co«- 
foied. Many are annually tranfported down 
-the Danube, into the Bannat of Temefwaer; 
a marftiy .and unwholefome province, on the 
frontier of the Turkifh dominions. It is fkid 
„ that the city of Temefwaer is half peopled 
with ladies of eaiy .virtue and procurefles. I 
heard the Emperor give a moil ludicrous 
defcription of One of the latter fort, very 
celebrated in her profeffioO, whom he had the 
cuiiofity to vifitin SclavQnia,to which remote 
country* ihe had been bauiftied by Maria 
Therefa, for her mifdemeaaors in Vienna. 

Spies form a numerous, expenfive, and 
very obnoxious branch of the ftate police. 
No place is free from their in trail on, or 
exempt from tbeir enquiries. At the theatre, 

. at the Ridottos, and at all public entertain* 
merits, there are fame of them polled; not 
.merely to prated the.perfons .or the property 
of the audience, but to prevent likewife the 
Apaalleft appearance of iaunodefty or licen- 
tioufnefs. Tbefe cormniffaries report to the 
Empcefe every fad worthy her notice, end 
many which ace by no means of a nature , to 
x 2 deferve 
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-deferve her attention pr interference;; Such 
'precautions nevertheless would certainly be 
very laudable, if they were dire&ed by a ra¬ 
tional delire of re (training debauchery, and 
moderating its pemiciousconfeqbences. But 
it is the prog refs ofageand fuperftition; which 
has gradually rendered -her auftere; and (he 
is a&uated rather by the narrow bigotry of ah 
abbeft, than by the enlarged and enlightened 
principles of a fovereign.* Yet even her 
■errors are refpe6lable; fince they originate 
in virtue,’ and her ! feverity unqueftionably 
tends to rellrain exce&es of every nature. 

The Auftrians in general are much lefs 
free from prejudices^ and more attached to 
fuperfiitious formis orobfervances, not only 
.than the French or Englhh, but even than 
the natives of Germoiiy or Italy. Their habi¬ 
tual bigotry is marked in almoft every aft of 
ordinary life, or of common intercourfe and 
converfation. They reckon time,fofinftance, 
not as we« do, from a certain day • of one 
month, to a certain-day of another: in dead 
of .faying, from the 19 th if. March to the 
4 lft of June^they count from St. Jofeph to 
^ ..(.'j a i St. 
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St. John: ^pd in order, to comprehend theiij 
meaning, it Is neceflary to become acquaint-: 
ed with their Saints, who occupy almofi; every, 
day in the calendar. - As a proof of the 
afcendant which fuperftition had, .anc^ ftUi 
has over the inferior, clafies, it will iuffice 
%o mention a well-known fa6t. The Saints' 
days were become fo numefous, as to affeCt 
materially the tranfa&ions of commerce, and 
even to impede the ordinary bufiuefs of the 
capital. All the Ihops being Ihutonthofq 
fefiivals, the tradefman or the mechanic 
pafled the whole of them in idlenefs, recrea 7 
tion, debauchery, or devotion. 

An evil of fuch magnitude, which whilp 
it impoverilhed. the people, was productive 
of other pernicious coufequences to the 
State, loudly demanded redrefs. The Em- 
prefs applied, therefore, to the late Pope, 
Ganganelli, for a difpenfation from the ob- 
fervance of. many of thefe holidays. He 
readily granted herrequeft ; a confiderable 
number were, erafed ; all further obfervance 
of them was forbidden, and the people weye 
commanded, on pain of puniihment, to open 
T 3 thfif 
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their (hops, as well is to piirfuC fheir tefpec-- 
tire Occupations or trades. They did not 
Venture openly to refift a mandate of the 
Government, fanCtioned by a papal decree: 
.but conceiving it to be no lefe impious, than 
it was contrary to the practice of their ah- 
ceftors, they contrived to elude and to rfcndfer 
it fruitlefs, by refuting to (fell any article* 
Or by demanding an exorbitant price for it* 
upon the days when they were compelled to 
open their fhops. It is only fix years agO 
fince the ediCt took place. Time has-how¬ 
ever iiifenfibly mollified thfeir intractability, 
and rendered them more docile: but it will 
require a long period, to eradicate prejudices 
'which have been imbibed tod cherHhed for 
fucceffive centuries. 

Natural philofophy and Fcience have 
Scarcely made greater progrefs in Vienna, 
than found reafoni and real religion. The 
doCtrine of familiar fpirits, inconceivable as 
fuch weakiiefs may appear, has its votaries 
and believers, even aftCo'hg perfonS of the 
higheft rank. It is ndt therefore to be won-- 
dered at that men areiourid, who, profiting of 
6 * ' the 
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the weaknefsand credulity common to human 
nature, profefs to poifefs the fecret of invok¬ 
ing, fummoning, and commanding thefe 
invifible agents. Princes, Minifters, and 
General Officers of diftinguilhed reputation, 
whom it would be eafy for me to name, are 
not afbamed to liften to their pretended 
difcoveries, to be initiated into their mylW" 
ries, and to be prefent at their nodlurnal 
meetings for the purpofo of evoking or raifc 
ing apparitions. Schrepfer would have 
found as many adherents, and made as many 
profolytes here, as he did at Drefden. Even 
the Count de Gabalis himfelf might here 
have promulgated hisdo&rines, without any 
apprehenfion from the fcepticifm, or the in- 
credulity of his audience. 

A foCt notlefs incredible, is the eagernefs 
and anxiety with which the pbilofopher’s 
itone is at this very time fought after here. 
I (hould not venture to aflert, if f did not 
know from indifputable authority, that at 
leaft three thoufand.perfons are at this time 
occupied in the refearch, within the city and 
fuburbs of Vienna. The Auftrian Govern- 
' . t 4 ment 
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inept, giyes the example to the fubject, and 
holds .out every, neceff$ry encouragement 
to. fuch as chufe to, engage in the attempt. 
In.order to difcourage .individuals, at the 
fame ,time» from endeavouring to attain fo, 
ineftimable a fecret as the art of tranlmuting 
metals, it is. forbidden to carry on chymical 
prqcefies or operations: in private houfes. 
Any perfon dete£ted.in fuch an occupation, 
may be feiaed.by t;he officers of police, and 
all his i apparatus cOnfifcated. But, if he 
fhquld be difpofed to engage in the under¬ 
taking,the Govprqment will.not-only, facili¬ 


tate it; they will e.ven furnish him with the 
means. Profeffor, Jaquinis empowered .by 
the Emprefs to receive.propofals from fuch 
as are inclined to enter on the attempt tp 
make gold y in other words, to find the 
^philofopher s (lone. They a^e immediately 
provided by him with, a room, charcoal, 
ptenfils,. crucibles, pndevery requifite, at 
her Majefty’s expence,, 

The late Emperor Francis, like. hp ; pre- 
.deceflor in the Imperial dignity, Rodolph 
the Second, expended great fums in this 

phimerieaj 
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chimerical fearfcb. A perfcra of’the Kighefti 
rank here,.bimfelf an adept, affured me that* 
not very many,years ago, a man arrived at 
Vienna, who preceded t'o be in poffeffion of 
the feotejtiof producing gold. Having made 
an offer of his fervices to Francis, he accepted 
them; but with a view, of concealing the 
tranfaclion from the public ey.e, the Em pen. 
ror lent him into Hungary,-where he had 
purebafed a houfe and an eftate, named Holu 
litfeh. Two . military officers, chofen for 
their fuppofed fidelity, accompanied-the pro¬ 
jector, with orders very narrowly to watch* 
and to report upon his!.conduct. Every 
thing necefiary for carrying on fo import* 
ant a work was liberally provided, and 
Vrancis promifed him an ample recompenbe; 
jf he accomplilhed his promifes. The man 
actually fent fome gold to the Emperor, 
attefted to be of his Own production or fa¬ 
brication, but it was only in fmall quantity. 
After fome time he fuddenly difappeared, 
and the two. officers abfcpnded with him. 
The projector, who has eluded all enquiry, 
never was heard of fince.' . But the officers, 
. . it 
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it is alerted, have been feen fome time ago, 
One at Malta, the other at Hamburgh. 
Francis, inftru&ed, however, bj experience, 
employed no more alchymifts to make gold. 

Numbers of the firft perfons in Vienna 
have laboratories fitted up in their own houfes, 
where they are daily and conftantly occupied 
in the fame lingular, as well as unprofitable 
fefearch. Far from being undeceived, or 
difgufted by ill fuccefs, they peifevere, and 
expend no little Turns of money in the en¬ 
deavour. I have been many times in the 
laboratory of a great adept here, and have 
feen him employed in the procefs itfelf. The 
room conveyed to me the precife idea of a 
Necromancer’s ftudy, as deferibed in ro¬ 
mances; the floor ltrewed with crucibles, 
vmls, and all the apparatus of alcbytny. 
"My attention was particularly attracted by 
feven lamps, burning under as many large 
glafs bottles or receivers, each filled with 
£ certain powder or dark matter: and he 
jhewed me the particular one, fr6m which 
,be flattered bimfelf that fucoels might ulti¬ 
mately crown his labours. Tihe utmoft care 

mid 
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arid attention are neceflary to k4ep the 
- lamps perpetually alive, like the facred Flame 
ift the Temple of Vefta, or among the dif- 
ciples of Zoroafter. Strong charcoal fires 
are maintained for the purpofe; the araufe- 
ment being by no means among the num j 
her-of thofe fuited to perfons of a narrow 
fortune. 

Some days fince, finding myfelf alone 
with the nobleman in queftion, to whofb 
friendlhip I have great obligations, and who 
is one of the moil pleating, amiable, and 
communicative men cxifting; I a(ked him 
what were his notions and opinions relative 
to the object of his refearch. I entreated 
him to inform me, whether it was merely 
as a recreation that he profecuted it; Of 
whether he ferioufly flattered himfelf with 
attaining in any degree the philofopher'l 
ftone. ** I will anfwer you,” faid he, 
** with franknefs and precifion: The feardh 
** amufes me, awakens hope, animates my 

mind, and prefents objefits, at leaft to thfe 
M imagination, of the mod feducing kind. 
** It is, I grant, expensive, but I am well 

« able 
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** able to fupport fucha demand, i*ppp fijy 
*? purfe.'i So much for the occupation con- 
** fidered in itfelf. .With inefpe£t to ibeac- 
“ compliihment"of the great object,' the pfrp^ 
du&ion of a powder with which. gold may 
be made;, 1 believe in the exiftenpe and pof* 
“ lability of fuch a fubltance:. it is called in 
“ the language of Alchymy, Poit'dcrqfPro- 
“ jeSion . If I had an puiice of it,.J-could 
produce gold in the ; following manner,; 
“ by applying to it a-fuiall quantity of gold* 
“ the,metal is transformed into it; and gold 
“ only can produce this effed,, or, enable 
“ me to increafe, to any extent fhat I pleafe, 
“ the Powder o f Pr.qje&io/t, If I.afterwards 
* f apply a fmaU quantity of it fo poropofed, 
“ tp any bafer metals, as lead, iron, or cop” 
“ per, I can change them into gold; fothat 
“ with a fmall proportion of gold, I. can 
“ always have powder fufficient to produce 
“ an immenfe quantity. By mixing certain 
“ -ingredients in it, 1 can deprive it of its 
** virtpe, and revive it at pleafure; but none 
“ except myfelf, or an adept of the famefchool , 
can reftore it when thus difgniled and 

. P t 
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“ • transformed. J beliecgtH'at muny^etfons, 
^ f who'afb* wo nfore;: iitere attained, antft prac- 
<s ti&cHhe&rtfof tnabmgf gold nijayyIJbelieye 
“ thftfetllirfr’hre itictrpei^fofi^now shifting ia 
^.Ett&p©; but I artt nevertbblefsverydoubt-r 
fftd Qfittty bwuduccef^.’.’ ; dtisamneceflary 
to -taaka<ahty*!ob!iiert T £icioa^.bn . : tlie aboVe ac¬ 
count crf'tHe hiod* of attaining the phdofo- 
phep’s’ftonwifiwce a fort of Voluntary credu¬ 
lity feertis'4o;.be the'principal, and almoft 
tHe-only requiftbe in .'the procefe. -.••* - 

••-The mefaworVof Paracelfusis bekh iu 
high veneration at Vienna: he wasi oheof 
the extraordinary men whom the Emperor 
Roctolph theSecOnd, the great patron of phi- 
ldfopbers, cbymifts, and pretenddnsifcafci- 
<enCe', had aflfembled in: his Court at Piague, 
•towards’ the‘beginning of the faft century. 
'Paraoelfus' boldly ‘declared himfelf an pof- 
■'feffion of--the fecret of the philoftfphe/a 
ftone? 'arid they ftill (hew a houfe herein 
ithe Leopoldftadt -fuburb, where it is faid fae 
changed a piece of' brafs money into gold. 
BWry body feems. to be perlbaded of.tl^e 
«&&;- and as a confirmation' of it, there is 4 ^ 

the 
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the “ Belvidere” palace, a picture which I 
have feen, that reprefents Paracalfas in the 
aft. 1 imagine, however, that the evidence 
of the painting will not be admitted as in* 
controvertible, beyond the limits of-Vienna. 

If any degree of ppfitive tefthnony could 
cftablifh the doftrine of tranforating metals, 
it may be obtained here. I have beard 
-perfons named, who are either now alive, 
nr lately dead, of whofe faculty to make 
gold, nobody feems to entertain a doubt. 
A prince of the illuftrious family of Iich- 
tenftein, is generally believed to have been 
mailer of the fecret; by availing him (elf of 
-which, it is pretended that he laid the foun¬ 
dation of the immenie property enjoyed by 
his defcendants: his Chriftian name was 
John Adam, and he was great uncle to 
Prince Francis, the prefent head of the 
••Lichtenftein family. I am affored that 
when he came to the fucceffion, his annual 
-income did not exceed thirty thoufcnd 
.florins, or a little more than three tboufood 
pounds fterling. During his life he built 
. jaoeeal fplpndid palaces, either at Vienna, 

or 


i 
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or on his various eftatesj and his manner of 
living, wherever he redded, was magnificent 
ih the Pxtxeane. Yet, botwitbftanding thefe 
ex peaces, which were more than fiifficient 
to have exhaufted h&s original patrimony, 
he left at his deceafe, lands to the value .of 
above four hundred tboJufand florins a year. 
Nay, they add, that fuch was his command 
of needy money, in confequence of pdfiefP- 
iagthe pfoiiofoptaer’s flone, as to- compel 
the Court to interfere, and to put a {lop to 
his farther purcbafes, or he would, have 
draught almoft. all Bohemia, and Moravia. 
With whatever contempt fuch {lories might 
he treated in Londonv they excite, no ridi- 
•ciile here. 

• The fcience of making gold is hot the 
only extraordinary or viftonary obje&pf 
refearoh, ardently^purftied at Vienna: there 
are -peifbus here credulous or fangudne 
..etioiigh to believe in the exigence of drugs 
and potions, by which health, vigour, and ,> 
ieven life, may be prolonged beyond their . 
ufiial limits. I have converted with .men 
who afibftto have attained fuch feprets ; 

an^ 


0 
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and the fame noblenpan whom.! bate already 
mentioned,’ prefented. me, not'long'ago, a 
Vial, containing a brightly edlaw. liquid) win at? 
be allured me, taken from timeto time in 
fmall quantities, would tend to.countefaiSt 
the pragrefs of age* or the effedt. : of indifpo- 
fition.. Unfortunately I wants daith.for the 
experiment, without which I imagipe it 
would be of little benefit.. St.Germain;, who 
is now faid to be alive at: Hamburgh,. pre¬ 
tends, that by means of cbymical- diT- 
icoveries, be has already furmouhted the 
•deftiny of man, and is .above two :or’three 
hundred years of age. Impudent-a$ the 
•impofture may be, .he: would find believers 
here, even among the higher orders of for 
ciety. I ought,- however,rin- juftice.fco fay, 
ibefore I quit the. fhbje6i, that thofe.perfons 
•who axe. mod waBinly engaged, either in the 
•pmfuitafter the plalofopher’s done, or any 
rQthdr'.vifionafybattesfepti oomie&ed siith'.i*, 
lane did perfectly cohfcio«Svbf-the. ridicule 
Ttbit attaches to theUhjng itfelf. ,-Iii order 
(tarnvoid' it’ they ufoally >eitlfer conceal tlieir 
: occupdtibn,’* of. affe& to :jdia in- the. laugh 
f»~s againft 
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againft themfelves, The progrefsof realon 
and of true philofophy, can neverthelefs 
alone put a total end to purfuits, fo generally 
and fo defeply imbibed. 

■ The public diverfions, as •well as the 
theatrical amufements of Vienna,, do not 
correfpond with the ideas which,as ftrangers, 
we are'naturally led to entertain of the me¬ 
tropolis of the German Empire, the refi- 
dence of the modern Caefars. Few Euro¬ 
pean capitals are more deficient in exhibi¬ 
tions or entertainments of this nature. 
There is, indeed, a company of French 
comedians, who commonly repair here every 
Winter; but they are fo indifferent, as to 
render their performance fcarcely fupport- 
able. It is ©therwife at the German theatre, 
where the reprefentation is excellent. 
Madame Sacco, who plays the firft tragic 
parts, may rank with the fineft a&reffes of 
Germany, France, or England. Vienna 
poiVeffes neither an Italian opera, nor 
“ Balletand during Lent no diverfions 
of a public kind are permitted, except con¬ 
certs. The mafked balls or Ridottos in 
vol. it. G Carnival, 
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Carnival, are held in the Imperial palace ; 
where the apartments appropriated to 
them, are noble, fpacious, and convenient. 

1 have frequently feen more than eighteen 
hundred perfons in the great ball room. 
The whole expence being defrayed by the 
Court, the" profits arifing from it are appro¬ 
priated of courfe to the Government. 
None of the public amufements are expen- 
five; the price of ad million to the Ridottos 
is only two florins, or lcarcely an Englifli 
crow n piece. 

In Lent, it is pleafant on a holiday, to 
vifit “ Heren-Haltz,!* a chapel fituated 
about half a mile to the fouth of Vierina. 
Devotion and ainufement carry thither mul¬ 
titudes of every rank, and of both fexes. I 
have met the emperor lnmfelf on foot, mixed 
among the crowd. It is equally curious and 
entertaining to mingle with the peafants, 
of whom Sclavoniaps, Greeks, and Hun¬ 
garians compofe a principal part. They 
walk, pray, take refrelhments, and return, 
in the evening to Vienna. It is accounted 
a pious work, a fort of pilgrimage, to vifit 

“ Keren- 
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“ Heren-Haltz” in Lent.' People of con¬ 
dition either remain in their carriages, oE 
walk, as they chance to prefer; and I have 
leen ten or twelve thoufand perfons there of 
a Sunday, when the weather has been fine. 

French may be denominated the com¬ 
mon and univerfal language among perfons 
in upper life at Vienna. German is com¬ 
paratively littl$ ufed in mixed company; 
and the Auftrians fpeak fo bad a diale6t of 
it, that a native of Drefden or of Mentz, 
where the pureft German is fpoken, has 
no fmall difficulty to converfe with them. 
Italian is generally underftood, and many 
of the Milaneze, as well as the Mantuan 
nobility, ar,e to be found here every winter, 
whom bufinefs, ambition, pleafure, or 
curiofily, attract to the feat of Government. 
Engluh is extremely in vogue, particularly 
among the ladies, mod of whom read and 
underftand it: feveral among them fpeak it 
with great eafe and propriety. But French 
is indilpenfable, and far more ufeful as well 
as neceflary for a ftranger,than German. It 
was other wife formerly, under the reigns of 
t! 2 Leopold 
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Leopold and Charles the Sixth. • Thole 
Prim es, nulled in hereditary antipathy to 
the Houle of Bourbon, and alraoll con- 
Itantly engaged in war with that Family, 
held in deteltation every thing connected 
with France: language, drefs, manners, 
all were odious. Italian then conftituted 
the elegant and courtly vehicle of ex- 
preflion. French was never pronounced 
at Court; and it would have been almoft 
a crime to have come into the prefence 
of the Sovereign, in a fuit of cloaths of the 
Pariljan mode. I have heard perlons afiert, 
who remember the times to which I allude, 
that any ft ranger who appeared in the draw¬ 
ing-room with white iilk ftockings, attra&ed 
attention; and that Charles the Sixth com¬ 
monly laid of fuch a one, looking at him 
with averlion, “ That is a curled French¬ 
man 1” But the late Emperor Francis 
brought with him to Vienna the falhio-ns, 
language, and alliance of that country. As * 
he never could fpeak German perfe&ly, he 
always exprefied himfelf in French. The 
Court foon followed the example: their 
12 animolity 
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animofity to, trance was infenfibly oblite¬ 
rated; and the connexions of marriage fince 
formed with the various branches of the 
Bourbon family, have, almoft completely 
done away the ancient enmity between the 
two countries. 

Tt’he climate of Vienna, as well as of 
Auftria, though dry, keen, and falubrious, 
is conlidered as too {harp and penetrating 
for perfons fubjeft to diforders of the lungs. 
Rain is not frequent^ The winters are 
very rigorous; yet it is rather uncommon 
for the principal ftream of the Danube to 
be frozen over from fide to fide. The cir- 

» y . . , -f 

cumftancfe did not take place during the 
whole of laft winter; but, about three 
weeks ago, it was completely frozen acrofs 
for a fetf days. I made an excurfion 
into Hungary, at that time; and I not only 
crofled the Danube on the ice, oppofite the 
city of Prefburg, where it is very broad, 
but I faw waggons heavily laden, whijeh 
pafled with perfe6t fafety. In February and 
March, unlike our climate, the weather is 
generally very fine, nor are fogs common 

U $ at 
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at any feafon. During fummer the heat ia 
frequently oppreffive, particularly within 
the walls of Vienna. A ftill more-difagree- 
able attendant on warm weather, is the 
duft, ufually increafed by the winds that 
blow with violence, and which are accounted 
abfolutely neceflary in order to preferve the 
faluhrity of the air. The duft is indeed one 
of the greateft inconveniences to which the 
city is fubjeft, no precautions being taken 
to diminilh it by watering the ftreets; and 
even in February I have found it very un- 
pleafant. But, every advantage fairly ba¬ 
lanced, the climate is far fuperior to that of 
London, lefs inconftant and rainy, exempt, 
from the unwholefome fogs fo common, on 
the batiks of the Thames, and more favour¬ 
able to the prolongation of health, beauty, 
and life. Here I lhall clofe this long letter,. 
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LETTER XXX. 

Reigns of LeopoldJofeph the Firfi, and Charles 
the Sixth.—AcceJJton of Maria < Thereja.—Her 
harangue to the Hungarian Diet.—Coronation 
at Prejburgh.—Her perfoh, manners, and con - 
' jugal attachment.—Funeral vault of the Im - 
. perial Family.—Death of the Archduchefs Jo- 
fepha.—Allotment of the Emprefs's time.—Her 
devotion. — Audiences.—Prejudices and partial¬ 
ities.— Palace of Sckonbrun.— Archduchejfes 
Maria, Elizabeth, and Chrijlina.—Anecdotes 
' of the laft mentioned Princefs her marriage , and 
afcendency over the Emprefs.—Char abler . of 
Maria Therefa,<—Her virtues , talents, and 
adminiftration. 


Vienna, February n, 1779. 


T h e reign of the prefent Emprefs Queen 
comprizes a period the moft interett¬ 
ing of any in the annals of the Houfe of 
Auftria, fince the death of the Emperor 
Charles the Fifth. Its duration, which al¬ 
ready exceeds eight-and-thirty years; the 
V 4 critical 
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Critical circumftances under which it com¬ 
menced ; the wars which, wi,th various fuc- 
cefs, have marked it!s progrefs; laftly, the 
Vaft augmentation of her power and terri¬ 
tory, produced by the partition of Poland, 
added, to the recent feizure of Lower Ba¬ 
varia : all thefe events conduce to render 
Maria Therefa an objeCt of peculiar atten¬ 
tion, not only as a fovereigq, but as an indi¬ 
vidual. Her cbara&er, adminifl ration, policy, 
apd aftions, which have fb effentially af¬ 
fected the felicity, as well as the tianquil- 
Jity of Europe in the prefent age, will 
awaken the warmed .curiofity, mixed with 
the livelieft intereft, to the lateft pofterity, 
Her grandfather, Leopold, a prince who 
experienced the greateft reveries and viciffi- 
tudes of fortune, paffed his long reign of near 
half a century, in a. perpetual, but unequal 
conflict, with, two powerful dates, Turkey 
an,d France. Driven from his capital in 1683, 
by the forces of the former, he owed his pre- 
fervation folely to the fuccours brought him 
by John Sqbiefki,. King of Poland, who 
.Vi^nnsL reduced to the lad exi 

tremity, 
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tfemity, and prevented Auftria from paffing 
under the Ottoman yoke. It was not eafy 
at that time to forefee that Leopold, from a 
ftate of fuch depreffion, would in the courfe 
of a few years become more formidable than 
ever. The arms of the .Duke of Lorrain 
and Prince Eugene not only recovered 
Hungary from the Turks, but greatly ex¬ 
tended its. frontiers; while the genius and 
fortune of the Duke of Marlborough, by 
the memorable vi6tory of Blenheim, expelled 
the French from the heart of Germany, 
humbled Louisthe Fourteenth, and elevated 
Leopold to the fummit of-human greatnefs. 
He expired almoft immediately afterwards, 
leaving his houfe in a ftate of unexpected 
profperity, to which he had neither contri¬ 
buted by his talents, by his courage, nor by 
his exertions of any kind. 

Jofeph, who fucceeded, was a Prince of 
very different, and of much fuperior natu¬ 
ral endowments. ACtive in the field, and 
vigorous in the cabinet, rapid no lefs than 
decilive in his political character, he was 
foiwed to fuftaio with ability the fabrick. 

reared 
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reared under bis father. But, the term of 
his life was (hort; and he was carried off by 
the fmall-pox, after a reign of only fix years, 
at ooc of the mod critical periods of the 
great Avar, undertaken with a view to fix 
the Crown of Spain on the head of his 
younger brother, Charles. Jofeph's pre¬ 
mature death may he faid to have produced 
the peace of Utrecht; it eftablilhed Philip 
the Fifth on the Spanilh Throne, and com¬ 
pletely changed the deftiny of Europe. 
The prefent Prince Auerlperg, who is four- 
fcore, was a page in the fervice of Jofeph, 
and afiifted about his perfon during that 
monarch’s laft illnefs. Converting with him 
on the fubject, a few days fince, he allured 
me, that the phyficians not only kept the 
Emperor, in a room, from which all circula¬ 
tion or introduction-of frefli air was entirely 
excluded ; but, that they caufed him to be 
wrapt in near twenty yards of Englifhfcarlet 
broadcloth, at the time Avhen the fmall-pox 
was at its height. Such was the practice of 
phyfic at Vienna, fcarcely feventy years 
ago. Even now the mode of treatment is 

little 
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little better underftood, either in Auftria, or 
in Bavaria. Two fucceffive Empreffes, and 
no lefs than fix Archdukes or DucheiTes, 
have fallen victims to the fame fatal malady* 
within the laft thirty or forty years. 

The brother and fucceflor of Jofeph, 
Charles the Sixth, a Prince of very limited 
capacity, indolent and paffive, refembled 
Leopold in the leading features of his cha- 
ra&er: yet, during more than twenty years 
of his. reign, the Auftrian dominions con¬ 
tinued to increafe. Naples, the Milaneze, 
Mantua, and the Low Countries, which were 
ceded to Charles by the treaty of Utrecht; 
Sicily, which he afterwards received'in ex- 
' change for Sardinia, together with the King¬ 
dom ofServia, a province wrefted by his 
arms from the Turkiih Sultans, prodigioufly 
augmented his power. At the Peace of 
Peterwaradin, in 1716, he might be ranked 
among the greateft, as well as the molt for¬ 
tunate Monarchs in Europe. But, the 
evening of his life did not correfpond with 
the fplendor and profperity of its meridian. 
JViilce: Eugene, who contributed fo much 

to 
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to illuftrate it by his vi&orfes, had the mis¬ 
fortune to Survive himfelf. Naples and 
Sicily were loft on one hand; while on the 
other, the Turks, emboldened by the weak- 
nefe of the Emperors councils, expelled 
the Auftrians from Servia, recovered Bel¬ 
grade, defeated the imperial commanders, 
and feemed to be on the point of again 
over-running Hungaiy; as they had done 
under the Solymans and the Selims, in 
the precedingcentuiy. Amidft thefe humi¬ 
liating and difaftrous circumftances, Charles 
expired, of a diforder produced by eating 
a- difh of muftirooms: leaving behind him 
no male iffue, a beaten and difpiri.ted 
army, an empty exchequer, and a feeble 
guarantee purchafed or extorted from fo¬ 
reign powers, as the bell Support to the tot¬ 
tering grandeur of his family, aflailed by 
enemies on every fide. 

During the life of the Emperor Jofepb, 
as that Prince was deftitute of fens, and the 
only hope of perpetuating the Auftrian line 
centred in the Archduke Charles; his 
marriage conftituted an object of the firft 

political 
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political importance. Among all die Prin- 
cefles of Germany diftinguifoed fpr beauty, 
who Teemed to gke. foe faireft promife of 
poiterity, Elizabeth Chriftina, daughter of 
Louis Duke of Brunfwic Blankenberg, was 
ft iefted. But, as Charles was then in Spain, 
contending for the CroAn of that kingdom, 
at the head of an arnly compofed of Ger¬ 
mans and Englifo; the young Princefs was 
Cent thither, and the nuptials were folem- 
nized. in 1707, at Barcelona. When he 
quitted Catalonia, about four j^pars after¬ 
wards, on the death of his brother Joiepb, 
to repair to Germany; foe remained behind, 
till circumftances enabled her to rejoin him 
at Vienna. Her perfonal attractions, which 
raifed her to the Imperial Throne, had al¬ 
ready fullered fome diminution, before her 
firft interview with the Archduke. 1 have 
heard the Countefs CJhlfeldt fay, who re¬ 
membered her, that previous to her landing 
at Barcelona, foe was fo ftung by the Muf- 
quetos, as to. occalion a violent fweliing in 
her face. With a view to diminifo the 
effects of fo mortifying an accident, by which 

her 
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her features were entirely disfigured, a lo¬ 
tion was prefcribed, that produced indeed 
the effe6t of allaying the inflammation; but 
deftroyed the exquifite delicacy of her com¬ 
plexion, which fhe never recovered to the 
end of her life. 

The mild virtues of her mind and charac¬ 
ter, added to the charms of her perfon, effec¬ 
tually fecured the efteem, while they con¬ 
ciliated no lefs the affe&ions of her hufband. 
She furvived him near ten years, and was a 
witnefs of the political ftofms which agitated 
the commencement of her daughter’s reign. 
Towards the latter part of her life, the late 
Emprefs was attacked with dropfical fymp- 
toms in her legs and extremities, which in¬ 
capacitated her for walking. Whenever lhe 
appeared in the drawing-room, it became 
necefiarv to place napkins under her feet, 
to receive the water that ran from them in 
great quantity. MariaTherefa inherits, with 
many of her mother’s amiable qualities, this 
corporal ailment, which feems to be confti- 
tutional, and naturally augments with the 
progrefs of age. After giving birth to vari¬ 
ous 
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ous children ofhoth iexes, of wham only two 
daughters fur vived, the late Em preis brought 
into the world a fon. flis birth, w hich hap¬ 
pened in 1718, was celebrated with teltimo- 
niespfuniverfal joy, as an earned of the pro¬ 
longation of the Auftrian male line. But 
thefe premature hopes were almoft as foon 
extinguilhed, the young Prince being carried 
oft' in the fame year: an event which was 
occafioned, if we may credit Lady Wortley 
Montagu, by imprudently weaning him. 
His deceafe opened the fucceffion to his filler 
Maria Therefa, who, while yet in infancy, 
began to be confidered as probably foie 
heirefs to the vaft dominions of the Houle 
of Auftria. 

She was born in May 1717, and might 
juftly be regarded as one of the g reate ft 
alliances which had ever prefenled itfelf 
to ambition. Since Mary of Burgundy, 
daughter of Charles the Bold, who brought 
the feventeen provinces of the Low Coun¬ 
tries .in dow ry to the Emperor Maximilian, 
none lb great had arifen in modern Europe. 
After long hefitation, Charles the Sixth le* 

letted 
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leaked for her hufband Francis of Lorrain, 
Grand Duke of Tufcany, a Prince whofe 
fimilarity of age, added to his perfonal qua¬ 
lities and accomplifhments, rendered him 
worthy of fo diftinguifhed a choice. By a 
fortunate concurrence of circumftances, he 
was not lefs acceptable to the young Arch- 
duchefs, than to her father; and the mar¬ 
riage was celebrated at Vienna with extra¬ 
ordinary magnificence, on the firft of Fe¬ 
bruary, 1736. The ruinous war againft the 
Turks, which covered with difhonour the laft 
years of Charles’s reign, and embittered the 
evening of his life, followed fhortly afterwards. 
It was at this time that Maria Thenefa ac¬ 
companied the Grand Duke her hulband to 
Florence, after the deceafe of the laft' Prince 
of the family of Medicis. She returned 
from thence to Vienna, where fhe was pre- 
fent at the important moment of the Em¬ 
peror’s death, on the 2@th of October, 
1740. 

Never, perhaps, did any Princefs afcend a 
Throne unde r circumftances of greater peril, 
qr which demanded more fortitude, energy, 

and 
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&hd perfonal refoliition. Surrounded with 
enemies, deftitute of allies, and attacked by 
the mod powerfhl adverfaries; it waslbn^ 
ddubtful whether Ihe Would not be buried 
tinder the ruins of the Houfe of Auftria. 
While Frederic King of Pruffia unexpect¬ 
edly marched into Silefia, which he reduced; 
the French and Bavarians appeared at the 
gates of Vienna. It is difficult to imagine 
a more interefting objeCt, than the repre- 
fentative and heirefs of fo many Emperors, 
contending for the vaft fucceffipn devolved 
to her, and finding refources in the firmnefs . 
of her own character. Even the circum- 
ftances of her fex, youth, beauty, and mif- 
fortunes, contributed to increafe the general 
inteteft taken in her fate. Driven from her 
capital, fhe retired into Hungary, where, 
from the loyalty of a martial and generous 
people, fhe derived the mod fojid, as well 
as effectual fupport. It was then that fhe 
made the celebrated harangue commemo¬ 
rated by Voltaire, which operated fo power¬ 
fully on the hearts Pf her audience, and 
Vox,. 11 . X which 
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•which is dill remembered here with entfau* 
fiaftic pleafure. 

I have converfed with many perfons of 
the higheft quality, who were prefent on 
that occafion: I never faw any who .could 
mention it without emotion; and all agree m 
aflerting, that the fcene was the moft touch¬ 
ing to be conceived. It was hot the Cold dif- 
clofure of political or pecuniary embarraff- 
ments, formally made by a Sovereign from 
the Throne, and followed by the demand 
of fupplies for carrying on a war. It was 
the fupplication of a young and- beautiful 
woman in diftrefs, who, as her laft refuge, 
in the midft of foreign invafjon, threw her- 
felf on the affe&ions of a nation, that had 
experienced from her anceftors, and even 
from her immediate predeceffors, the fe¬ 
vered treatment. Hungary, under Leopold 
and Jofeph the Firft, prefented a frightful 
picture of perpetual infurreCtions, as perpe¬ 
tually reprefled by executions, and by the 
utmoft feverity of vindictive defpotifm. 
Count Koller,' who is himfelf a Hungarian, 
and yvho then reprefented one pi the fiift 

officers 
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officers of State, has frequently related to 
me every circumftance that attended Maria 
TherefaY harangue.' Ilis own words will 
convey the moil lively, as well as the moh: 
faithful pi6ture of a fcene, than which antir 
quity furniihes nothing more fublime and af¬ 
fecting. In the hands of Livy or of Taci¬ 
tus, how beautiful would have been its effe6t, 
and how wide its operation, increafed by the 
lapfeoftime, which magnifies every obje&J- 
“ While the Hungarian Diet,” faid Count 
Koller, “ which had been convoked at 
“ Prelburg, was occupied in preparing 
** for the defence of the kingdom and of 
“ the young Queen, we received a meflage 
“ from her Majefty, fummoning us to at- 
“ tend her at the Qaftle. We immediately 
“ obeyed; and when we were met in the 
“ great hall, the Queen entered. She was 
“ drefled in deep mourning, the year not 
“ being quite expired fince the deceafe of 
u Charles the Sixth her father. A prtH 
V found and awful filence of fome moments 
“ enfued; her Majefty being’in diftrefs, 
“ which fhe could not conceal* and which 
x 2 “ incapacitated 
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u incapacitated her from uttering a fing!$ 
** word. During this time her infant fon, 
“ the prefent Emperor, was brought in by 
“ the firft Lady of the Bedchamber, and 
“ laid on a culhion before her. With an 
“ action mote eloquent than any oration, 
“ Ihe took him in her arms, held him up to 
M the aflembly, and while fobs interrupted 
“ her voice, (he addrefledthe Diet in Latin, 
“ as is Cuftomary; a language which (he 
** fpeaks as well as underftands perfeftly* 
“ When (he came to the words, * Agiturde 
“ Regno Hungariae, de perfona noftra, pro- 
libus noftris, et corona. Ab omnibus 
“ dereli&i, unic6 ad inclytorum ftatuum 
a fidelitatem, arma, et Hungarorurti prif- 
“ cam virtutem confugimus *; we all, as if 
u animated by one foul, drew bur fabres, 
“ exclaiming unanimoully, ‘ Vitam et fan- 
u guinem* pro majeftate veftra*f-! > We 

* " The kingdom of Hungary, our perfon, our off* 
H spring, and our crown, are at Hake! Abandoned by 
* 4 all, we fly to the fidelity, the arms, and the priftine 
“ virtue of the famous Hungarian States.” 

+ a Our liVes and our blood for yotir Majefty V 9 

M wept, 
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wept, as did the Queen aloud; but they 
“ were tears of loyalty* of affeCtion, and of 
** indignation. In a few minutes after- 
<? wards we withdrew, in order tp purfue the 
“ mealures neceffary for fecuring the Hun- 
** -garian and Aultrian dominions, at fuch a 
“ moment of public danger and diftrefs. 
** The Emperor Francis was not prefent; 
** but he remained in a room adjoining, 
“ from which he could diftinCtly hear every 
thing that took place, From the begin? 
ning to the clofe, this celebrated fcene, 
4* which has furnilhed fo much matter for 
** hiftory, hardly lafted more than twelve 
f< or fifteen minutes.” 

Maria Therefa, it muft be remembered, 
had previoufly gained the affections, and 
fecured the allegiance of the Hungarian 
fiation, by voluntarily fubmitling to take 
jthe coronation oath of Andrew the Second, 
which ratified, in terms the moft unlimited, 
all their privileges. After a concefiion, at 
once fo wife and fo magnanimous, Ihe was 
fojemnly crowned Queen of Hungary at 
Prefburg, in June 1741 . I am allured by 
x 3 thole 
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tho(e who witneffed the ceremony of her co¬ 
ronation, that (he wa3 then one of the mod 
charming women in Europe ; 'her figure ele¬ 
gant, her (hape fine, and her demeanour 
altogether majeftic. Every portrait of her 
which I have feen,'confirms the affertion. 
Though her eyes were of a light grey, they 
were very expreflive, and full of fweetnefs. 
An air of delicacy, occafioned by her hav¬ 
ing recently lain in, increafed her. natural 
attra&ions. When the Hungarian Crown 
was placed upon her head, it proved to be 
fo much too large, that it was found necef- 
fary to put cufoions round her forehead, in 
order to prevent it from falling down over 
her face. Its weight becoming infupport- 
able after fome time, when (he fat down to 
dinner in public, the Crown was taken off. 
The heat of the weather,' and the length of 
the ceremony through which (he had paffed, 
diffufed a glow over her countenance that 
augmented her beauty; while her fine hair 
hung down over her (houlders in ringlets, 
and her whole figure was captivating to the 
greateft degree. We mull not forget tbefe 
1 little 
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little perfonal circumftahces, when we eon- 
template the enthufiafm of loyalty, with 
which (hefound means toinfpireher fubje&s. 
It may indeed juftly be doubted whether 
Elizabeth herfelf ever awakened more at¬ 
tachment among the Engliffi, at any period 
of her life or reign. 

Maria Therefa’s perfon now retains no 
trace of the charms which (he oncepoflefied; 
and it is even difficult to conceive from her 
prefent afpeft and appearance, that ffie ever 
was handfome; So total a change ought 
not however, to furprize, when it is recol- 
le&ed that belides her advanced time of life, 
and the number of children whom ffie Has 
brought into the world, the fmall-pox com¬ 
pleted the .ruin of her features. She caught 
that cruel diftemper from vifiting her daugh- 
ter-in-law, the prefent Emperor s fecond wife, 
twelve years ago, in 1767 ; and during her 
illnefs, Maria Therefa’s life was in the moft 
imminent danger. Previous to that period, 
I am allured that ffie ftfll might have been 
termed handfome, though ffie was become 
large and heavy. In addition to the ravage 
x 4 made 
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made in her face by the fmaU-pox, an acci¬ 
dent which happened fubfequent to her reco¬ 
very, totally altered her ca$ of countenance, 
and obliterated whatever remained of her 
fbrfnerfeif. Being on a journey from Vieapa 
to Prefburg, fee was overturned from an open 
carriage. In the fall fhe bruifed her nofe 
and lace fo violently, that the fwelling and 
inflammation, occafioned by it, threatened 
at firft to deprive her of fight. The care 
audfkillof her medical attendants prevented 
that difafter; but the loofe gravel upon 
which {he fell, fo disfigured her features, 
that they are no longer recognizable. 

The Emprefs Queen is now grown cor¬ 
pulent, unwieldy, and infirm. Her face, 
though lacerated by the marks of the fmall- 
pox, encreafed by the .eflfe&s of her fall, re¬ 
tains neverthelefs fuch an expreffion of good- 
nefs and benevolence, that when fhe fmiles, 
her features for an inftant abnoil become 
pleating. She owes no. advantages to the 
decoration ofthe toilet, her hair being combed 
back very flat under her nap, .on the crown 
of her head; and behind, it fe;cut fhort on 
5 ■: her 
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her neck. In order to conceal itsbeing 
grey, fbe always wears powder, Every 
thing about her perfon is dark andmoucnf 
ful; nor has fee ever, fince. the death of her 
hnfhand, the late Emperor, worn any dref* 
except the deeped; weeds. A black crape 
cap, which comes very low over her fore? 
head, fo as almoft to conceal her hair, is 
little calculated to adorn, or to fet q AT her 
face. On no occaiion whatever has fee 
put on diamonds, or other female orna- 
meats, fmce ihe became a widow, - Her 
legs and feet, like thofe of her 'mother, being 
grown feeble, and almoft debilitated, fee 
is no longer capable of taking any confider* 
able exercife on foot; and fee ufually .wears 
gaiters about her legs, on account of the 
fupport which they give her when walking. 
In the Drawing-room fee ufes a glafe, in 
order to diftinguifb perfons at a few paces 
diftanfc from her. She is in fa6t very feorst* 
lighted; or rather perhaps, age and infirmi* 
ties having impaired her fenfe of feeing* 
oblige her to have recourfe to artificial 
nfljftanpe. 

When 
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Whefi young, Maria Thferefa was exceed¬ 
ingly fond. of dancing, mafking, and every 
public divejfion: but it is alrnoft unnecefiary 
today, that’ (he has long renounced all fuch 
amufements. I have frequently feen her fit 
down to cards in her drawing-room, on 
public days; and. at the Court balls (be 
ufually remains till about eleven o’clock at 
night, feated as a fpe6tatrefs of the dances: 
but, ftie always retires before midnight; and 
in her own apartments (he never plays at 
- cards, orat any other game. In commemo¬ 
ration likewife : of her widowed Hate, as a 
fort of aufterity which may mark her grief 
for the lofs of a hulband whom flie tenderly 
loved, (lie has. never inhabited fince his 
deceafe, the principal range of apartments in 
, the palace at Vienna. Thofe in which ihe 
conftantly lives, have a fouthern expofition; 
but, (he is fo little fufceptible of cold, that 
in the midft of winter (he ufually keeps all 
the windows open during the day, and often 
cannot .bear a. fire, in her chamber. The 
(Emperor, on the contrary, is.fo chilly, that 
he fays he is alraoft frozen when he goes to 
i.- ..' .7 ' vifit 
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wifithis mother; and he is obliged: tfo put om 
at fur coat, in order. to;e’naWe himfolf -to fup-. 
port,, for any length of: time,, the air of. her 
apartment. Her residence is on the: third 
.'floor of the Palace; and,the rooms which (he 
occupies, though cpiitoiodious and fpacious, 
are nothing lefs than fplendid. 

Antiquity does nbt furnifsh any model of 
conjugal afie&ion and fidelity more perfect 
than the one exhibited by the Emprefs Queen. 
Like the elder Agrippina* (he prefles.to her 
'heart the urn that contains the allies of her. 
huiband; and time, which has foftenecl,can-s 
not obliterate hergrief.; Francis died fudden- 
ly on'the 18th of Auguft 1765, without pre- 
vioufly confefling to a Pried, or receiving 
. abfolution. Uiileis prevented by.indifpo-r 
(ition, Maria Therefa never fails to repair 
on the eighteenth day of every month, very 
early in the morning, to the vault of the 
convent of the Capucins in Vienna, where 
his remains are.depofited. Even in winter, 
(he is there long before dawn,, notwithstand¬ 
ing the rigor of the feafon, and her many 
infirmities.. The vault as lighted np> while 

on 
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on her knees foe poors out fupplications 
for the repofe of his fool. :The whole: 
month of Auguft foe confiders as a peni¬ 
tential time, dedicated to his memory; and 
foe generally pafles it at the palace of 
Schoobrun, in a.fort of gloomy and devout 
retirement, amidft. malfes, Requiems, and 
fervices for the dead. However deeply tine* 
tured with human weaknefs and fuperftition, 
it is impoffible not to refpe& the fource, and 
to honour the principles, which infpire fa 
exemplary a conduct. 

Having mentioned the vault of the Ca» 
pucins, where the late Emperor is buried, 
it is indifpenfable for many reafons, that 1 
foould endeavour to give an accurate idea of 
that funereal repoiitory, Louis the Four* 
teenth is faid to have abandoned the Palace 
of St. Germain, among other reafons, be* 
eaufe from, the windows he beheld the 
Abbey of St. Penis, where he was one day to 
repofe after death. As if the Princes of the 
Houfe of Auftria, on the contrary, wifoed 
to have mortality coaftantly before their 
eyes, and prefect to their imagination; the 

vault 
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Vault in which they are interred, is fituated 
near the Imperial Palace, almoft in the centre 
bf Vienna; Under the bhiirch of theCapttcinsi 
Which was finilhed ini 62 2, by the Emperor 
Ferdinand the Second* I have viG ted'this 
place more than once, not without fenfations 
of a folemn and melancholy kind. The 
vault, or rather fubterfanean chamber, is of 
confiderable fize; the light feeing admitted 
into it, though in moft parts very imper- 
fe&ly. AH the Emperors, Emprefles, and 
their male as well as female ifiue, for more 
than a century parft, are tpere ranged fide by 
fidfe. Among them I particularly remarked 
the monuments of Zjeopld, Jofeph the Firft, 
and Charles the Sixth, which are magnificent. 
Near the laft mentioned One, is buried the 
young Archduke, Maria Therefa’s brother, 
whom I have already mentioned, and whofe 
premature death was a fubjeft of general la¬ 
mentation. The infcriplion upon the tomb 
of Eleanor of Neubourg, third wife of the 
Emperor Leopold, which contrafts not a 
little with the panegyrics commonly in 1 - 
fcribed to foyereigns, was di&ated by herfelf. 

It 
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It is fuch as a Carmelite, or a Magdalen, 
opprefled with a confcioufnefs of her fins, 
might have chofen to be engraved upon her 
iomb-ftone; and I* copied it for its humility, 
as well as for-the religious caft of expref- 
fion: 

Eleonore, 

. **« Pauvre Pecherefie! 

“morte le 19 Janvier, 

, “ 1719” 

She forbade any other commemoration or 
etdogium to be added. 

The monument, erected to the late Em¬ 
peror Francis and Maria' Therefa, is. not 
compofed of marble,, but of a fpecies of 
bronze or metal; having been conftru6ted 
by the prefent Emprefs s dire&ions, as long 
ago as the year 1743, when fbe was not fix- 
aod-twenty. Here Ihe has defiined her re¬ 
mains to be. depofited with thofe of her huf- 
band, whenever Providence. {hall call N her 
hCnce; ja period; to .which fire has always 
looked.forward, not merely without-terror or 
repugnance, but ^ith a degree of compla- 
jfeencyk y Unlike;the generality of tombs, 

:; . where 
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where theperfons whom they commemorate, 
are commonly laid recumbent, their hands 
joined in prayerj here the two figures, of 
the Emperor and Emprefs are represented 
in a half repoling attitude. Francis, partly 
raifed on one fide, feems regarding his wife 
with an expreffion of fondnefs, while the 
Genius of immortality crowns them with a 

m/ 

wreath. Unfortunately, this monument, 
intended by Maria Therefa only to excite 
images of the moil folemn and melancholy 
kind; by feme perverfity of human nature, 
or by fome original vice of the defign itfelf, 
awakens ideps the moil; remote, from.difib- 
lution and mortality. The pofture. of the 
Emperoj, which, it mufi; be owned is a 
little equivocal; the tendernels • difplayed 
in the looks of both the figures; added 
to the warm attachment which, it is well 
known, her Majelty always felt for Francis, 
who was then young and handfome; tbefe 
circumftances have given rife to many, ludi¬ 
crous or. farcaftic remarks upon the tomb, 
itfelf. Fqrfons who are difpofed to fee the 
ridiculous, rather than the ferious fide of 

every 
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etfery obje€t, have thought, not altogether 
without rehfdn, that it bore more refem- 
btance to a nuptual couch where the lovers 
ore crowned by Hymen, than to the gloomy 
fdlemnity of a Maufoleum, deftined to con¬ 
tain the allies of the dead. 

Round this lingular monument, ranged 
in funeral pomp, repofe the two wives of 
Jofeph the Secdnd, together with the vari¬ 
ous Archdukes and Duchefies, who have 
been fucceffively carried offby death, during 
the codrfe of the prefent'reign. At a little 
diltahee, in an obfeure reeefs, Hands an altar 
and a crucifix, at the feet of which Maria 
Therefa, like another Penitent, isaccuftomed 
to implore' the divine forgivenefs for the 
Offences of her hlilbartd and her anceftors. 
On the inniverfaries of her farther’^ arid mo- 
thet’s decebfe, as well as on vkriouk Others, 
Hie Tftrely fails to defcehd into the vault, and 
therfe ;te pals a confiderable time in prayer. 
Nrit COrtteht *with offering up her own fup- 
plickt irons to Heaverij llie ufed Frequently to 
compel her daughters to accompany her thi¬ 
ther, arid to join with her in religious exer**- 

cifes. 
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-tiles. Her injudicious piety was, it i$ too 
muOh tO be feared; the caufe of ofife of the 
tnoft tragical events "which has ever taken 
.place nihong the individuals of the lxnperial 
■ family: I mean, the death of the Archduchefs 
Jofepha. Her ftory, though Ihort, wiil excite 
no lefs attention, than it awakens concern 
and companion. 

She was the 'fixth daughter of the Em- 
prefs, born in March 1751. Nature had 
conferred on her a perfon uncommonly 
beautiful; and its effect was increafed by 
the fweetnefs of her manners, which ren¬ 
dered her univerfally beloved. Her elder 
filter, the Archducheis -Jane, had been de¬ 
manded by the prefept King of ; Spain, 

. Charles the Third, in marriage for his fon 
Ferdinand the Fourth, King of : the two 
Sicilies. That Princefs having been carried 
; off by death, the Archduchefs Jofepha was 
therefore deftined to fupply her place, as 
future Queen of Naples. AH the prepara¬ 
tions for her journey thither were made; 
. {be was publickly betrothed on the eighth 
. of September 1767 ; and the day of her 
, vol. ti. Y departure 



MEMOIll* 6 f the 


31a 

departure for the capital of her new domi¬ 
nions, being fixed for the fifteenth Of the 
: following month, Ihe was already treated as a 
crowned head. But, Providence had decreed 
■ that the marriage fhould never be accom- 
pliihed, and that (he (hould follow her After 
to the grave. < 

During the interval between her efponfels 
and the time named for her quitting Vienna, 
her mother, anxious that the Princefs fhould 
perform her devotions for the laft time 
among the tombs of her relations, before 
(he left Auftria to go to Italy, infilled on 
' her vifiting the vault in the convent of the 

• Capucins. The young Queen exprefied 
great repugnance to the melancholy cere¬ 
mony;' but, the Emprefs perfifted in oblig- 

• ing her to fubmit to it. In vain the Princefs 

• implored to be excufed, alledging a terror 
and a dread that (he could not furmount: 
Maria Therefa, inflexible, reje&ed all her 
jmtreaties. It is generally afferted that (he 

• burftinto tears, when (he entered the coach 
that was tocondudl her to the convent; and 
that while in the vault, engaged at prayer, 

die 
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‘ {he was feized with a fhivering. Whether' 
there be any exaggeration in thefe cirouin- 
ftanqes or not, it is certain that Ihefickened: 
almoft immediately on her return home to. 
the palace. The lraall-pox made its ap¬ 
pearance foon afterwards; a diforder which 
has been peculiarly fatal to the Hadrian 
family; and notwithftanding every medical 
affiftance, (he expired on the fifteenth o£ 
06tober 1767, the precife day deftined for 
her departure to Naples. 

Many comments, as well as reflections, 
were made on fo melancholy a cataftrophe; ; 
and the Emprefs was univerfally cenfured 
for having compelled-the reluCtpnt Princefs, 
to vifit a vault filled with dead bodies. But, 
another circumftance increafed the appre-i 
henfion, while it ftrengthened the belief, 
that her death might be too juftly attributed 
to that vjfit. It was recolleCted that fcarcely 
four months had elapfed, and thofe months 
the hotted of the whole year, fince the. 
Emprefs Maria Jofepha, fecond wife of the 
prefent Emperor, had been buried in the 
fame vault. The fa£t was well known, that 
?2 the 
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the fmall*pox of which the Emprefs died, 
was of a nature fo extremely malignant, as 
to render it totally impoffible to embalm her 
body. Many perfons did not hefitate to 
declare, that notwithftanding all the precau¬ 
tions taken, the fniell of her corpfe was per¬ 
ceptible, and even capable of communicat¬ 
ing infection. In every cafe, the imprudence 
of the Emprefs Queen’s condu£i was incon¬ 
trovertible. The Archduchefs’s death filled 
the palace with confternation; and thearpia- 
ble qualities by which fhe was diftinguifhed, 
added to the general affliction. Her brother 
the prefent Emperor, who loved her with 
predile&ion, attended her during the whole 
progrefs of her diforder, and never quitted 
her till fhe breathed her laft in his arms. 

The deceafe of two Archduchefies who 
were deftined in turn to be Queens of Na¬ 
ples, together with the fingular and dif- 
aftrous circumftances attending the laft, al- 
mofl induced Maria Therein to think of de¬ 
clining fo inaufpicious an alliance. It muft 
be confefled that even in a lefs fuperflitious 
Court, fuch events might be regarded as 

ominous 
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■ ominous or finifter. After Tome irrefolution, 
it was nqverthelefs determined to name the 
next of the Archducheffes in order of birth, 
Maria Caroline, to fiipply the vacant place. 
But, the young Priucefs, little more than 

- fifteen years of age, terrified at the recent 

- death of her two-' filters, exprefied the 
greateft repugnance to efpoufe a Prince, 
whofe alliance feemed to be fatal to the 
Auftrian family. The Emprefe her mo- 

. ther’s firmnefs, fuftained by Prince Kaunita a 
reafons and exhortations, furmounted, how- 

- ever, her oppofition. In March 1768, fiie 
was fent to Naples ; the JirJt matrimonial 

. pledge given to the Houfe of Bourbon,'on 
; the part of Auftria. Her.fifter Maria Amelia, 
•who efpoufed the. Duke of Parma, in 1769 
1 ,'was the. fecond. The third and laft was the 
• Archduchefs Maria Antonietta, married to 
r the prefen* King of France in 177Q. Three 

- daughters, fucceflively conferred on three 
princes of the family of Bourbon, may well 

l be confidered as a powerful cement between 
•. the two Crowns and countries. It was in a 
: peculiar manner the work. of the ’ prefent 
. y 3 prime 
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• prime minifter, prince Kaunitz; and it is the 
' meafure from which he claims the greateft 

• political merit. 

I return from this digreffion, to give a 
detail of the Emprefs Queen’s life, the dif- 
pofition of her time, and her ordinary occu¬ 
pations. Pleafures, in the common accept¬ 
ation of the term, The can fcarcely be faid 
to allow herfelf any. She rifes generally at 
a very early hour; during fummer at five, 

' even in January, at fix in the morning. 
After her private devotion, fhe hears a mafs, 
aind proceeds immediately to difpatch bufi- 
nefs. Her conftant break fall is milk-cofiee. 
At* noon (he hears a fecond mafs, and then, 
her dinner is ferved, which by no means 
G >riftfts of many difhes. Parfimonious of 
‘ Her time, (he ufually dines alone, and inr 
r -ftantly refumes the confideration of public 
affairs. During the fummer, when (he is 
tttoftly'ai the palace of Schonbrun in. the vi¬ 
cinity ef Vienna; if the weather permit, (he 
frequently pafles feveral hours in a covered 
Walk in the-gardens, ‘to which (he can repair 
‘ from her own-apartments. The walk is on 

a level 
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a-level-with her chamber, in order to facili¬ 
tate her paflage to it, A centinel, Rationed; 
at the entrance, prevents all interruption ; 
and the Emprefs has a little box, which is 
bupkled round her waift, full of papers, let¬ 
ters, and memorials. She perufes them all, 
remains four or five hours at a time in this 
employment, marks fuch as appear to de- 
fprve attention, and enters into the minuteli 
detail Upton every point. So wholly is (he 
occupied' with concerns of Hate, that it 
frequently happens, the Archducheffes her 
daughters, though they refide in the famo 
palace, cannot procure a.moment’s accefs to 
her, from the hour of her getting up till 
evening. At fix o’clock the Emprefs finifhes 
her application to bufinefs, and hears Bene¬ 
diction : a ceremony of devotion at which 
(he expe&shpr daughters to be prefent. If 
they, abfent themfel ves, (he does not fail to 
emprefs. her difapprobation She even fends 
to enquire ,ifthey ; turoindifpofed ; and fpme- 
tipjes reprimands thepr.with maternqlautho- 
rity, when (he me^ts theiq next day: but* 
fifipe the .death ofjthe Archduche&Jofepha, 

, Y4 (he 
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(fee no longer permits them to accompany 
her in her vifits to the vault of theiitaperiai' 
family. Between eight and half paft, (he 
cbTnVnahly retires to bed. This is the exafit 
relation of an ordinary day, as it is pafled 
by Maria Therefa. 

For the purpofe of her commddiduflybear- 
ing mafsj as (he cannot walk to any diftance, 
or move up and down ftaifs without difficulty* 
oh account of the debility of her legs, the 
floor of her bed-chamber opens. A chapel 
is prepared below, on th e fecoAd ftory,and 
lhe remains in her own room bn the third. 
While niafs is performed beneath. I-have 
been affined by ladies of the Court, who 
from their rank and fun&ions could hot 
niiflake, or be liable to fpeak ignorantly, 
that (he is generally occupied mbre than 
five hburs every day, ; in a€ts ofreligioh, and 
in prayet, ; Incredible as filch' a fa6t may 
appear, it is indifputably true ; : ‘andL her 
fuperflttion naturally • strengthens' with : this 
pfogrefs of age. In'Mkrch laft year, I wfell 
jr&netaber her being forthrbehoiirs, from 

three o’clock liH fix in the afternoon, bn her - 

' ** ' ‘ 
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knees, in the cathedral of Vienna ; implor¬ 
ing the divine interpolation to turn alide the 
war, with which fhe was menaced on ac¬ 
count of the Bavarian fucceffion. The A rch- 
duchefs Elizabeth affured a lady not long 
^fince, that ta when fhe accompanied her 
“ piother to chapel, {he frequently remained 
“ there for fucb a length of time, as fcatcely 
“ to know'at what • ftie pronounced or 
“ repeated." During Lent, - the Emprefs 
pra&ifes all the rigor of Catholic morti¬ 
fication and abftinence. No Carmelite can 
be more Rridb in the article of fading, as - 
Well as in refraining from prohibited dHhes; 
and Hie Archduchefies are compelled to ob- 
ferve the fame renunciations. Even at the 
jfcmperor s'. table, I am affured that meat is 
rarely fernd. In the holy week, the Em-*- 

1 *• » , • 1 # 

prefs hears feveral maffes every morning, 
and paffes half - the day in efcercifes of de¬ 
votion. . It is to he regretted that her piety 
fhould thus degenerate into fuperftttibn, and 
that the enlightened or behevolent Sovereign 
fhduld be• almorftfhnk in the Devotee. 

1 Ndtwithftanding thetin&e which fhe tbtife 
1 • ’ • facrifices 
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being corrupted by the contagious fodety 
of London, and of his lofing all his religious 
' principles or impreffions, was the motive ot 
this prohibition. 'She exa&ed aiimilar pro- 
mife from the Emperor himfelf, when he 
went to Paris two years ago. “ The Eng- 
“ lift-i,” faid flie to hitn, “ are almoft all De- 
“ ifts, Infidels,arid Free-thinkers. I trem- 
“ ble, left an intercourfe with fuch a nation 
ftionld contaminate your manners, and 
** drake your belief in every thing facred 
** among Catholics.” 

Maria Therefa, it is believed, entertains 
ori the contrary, a 'degree of partiality for 
the French nation. The political alliance, 
contrasted between her and Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth in : 1756 ; joined to the marriage of 
her • three ’ daughters, particularly that of 
thfe .youngeft with- the prefect King' of 
'France; have obliterated the fentiments of 
enhiify in-which ftie' ; was educated , r towards 
the : Fi’eifch. It muft likewife be remem¬ 
bered, that- her bufHand the late Emperor 
Francis,; was the fob of a French Princefs^ 
that he Was bimfdf warmly attached to 
:<f that 
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that country.If the Emprefs harfelf has 
however Imbibed or adopted thefe predi- 
leftions, neither her Courtiers nor her fubr 
je&s.at large participate in .them. The 
inferior clafles of people retain all their an- 
tient, deteftation for the French. It fbems 
to be infurmountable, and. manifefts itielf 
on a tboufand occafions. . 

. Her Imperial Majefty commonly pafles 1 
the whole fummer, and great part of the au*- 
tumn, at the palace of Schonbrun. She quits 
Vienna about the beginning of May, and 
returns to it again before the clole of r Oc- 
tober. In periods of public tranquillity, 
when her mind is unruffled and cheerful, Ihfe 
is accuftomed to vifit the palace of Luxem¬ 
bourg, which is about four leagues diftant, 
and to pafe a month there : but during the 
laft fummer, while her two fons, the Em¬ 
peror, and'the Archdake Maximilian, were 
abfent in Bohemia, and her armies were 
contending in the field, fhe remained alto¬ 
gether at Schonbrun, in gloomy deje&ioa. 
The palace itfelf is fituated fcaroelymore 
than half a mile beyond the fuburbs, to the 
- fouth; 
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fouth; Jofeph the Flrft, who began to build 
there, having only intended it for a little 
hunting-feat. His fiiccelfor, Charles the 
Sixth, conftru&ed a larger edifice, which 
was farther augmented and embellifHed by 
the late Emperor Francis, who paffionately 
liked the place, and expended confide cable 
fums in beautifying or adorning Schonbrun. 
The Emprefs is not lefs attached to it; and 
as her hulband was, while living, inexprefr 
fihly dear to her, his partiality is probably 
dot the leaft of her motives for preferring it 
as a refidence. 

The word Schonbrun fignifies “ Belle 
** Source/ and derives its name from a 
fpring near the palace, in the gardens, the 
water of which is accounted admirable* The 
Eriiprefs never drinks of any other; and 
every day during the whole winter, while 
(he is in town, a mule comes from Schonbrun, 
loaded with water for her table. No pofi- 
tion can be more deilitute of natural advan¬ 
tages, a hill riling before, and another be¬ 
hind, from each of which is beheld a charm¬ 
ing prpfpeft; while on the contrary, fcarcely 

any 
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any «bje6fs are to be feen from the palace, 
which .ftands in a valley. The gardens oc¬ 
cupy a vail fpace, ornamented with water¬ 
works, obeliiks, a Menagerie, and every em- 
-belliftunent of art: but they, are damp, the 
cellars of the palace lying below the bed of 
the little river Wien, whichrons in front. The 
edifice is large, the apartments fplendid, and 
maintained at a great expence; Maria The- 
refa laying out every year, many thoufand 
florins in repairs or additions. But, as the 
prefent Emperor her fon, makes no fecret 
of his diilike to the fituation, which is be- 
fides too.near the capital; it is not impro¬ 
bable that after her death Schonbrun will be 
abandoned, and perhaps may be converted 
by Jofeph the Second into barracks for the 
foldiery. 

The fecundity of Maria Therefa would 
not have been pafled over in filence by 
Tacitus, in the delineation of her chara6ter 
and qualities. Thofe who have beheld the 
late Emperor, his wife,/and thirteen chil¬ 
dren of both fexes, feated at table on public 
occafions, affure me that it was one of the 

moft 
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moff intereftingandpledfmgfpe&acles ever 
contemplated.! .'Several of: the: Aorchduchr 
effes. were highly favoured by ha tore. But, 
like the w ife of Germanicua, JVf aria Therein, 
“ infelici fecunditate fortunae totiens obr 
u noxia,” has witnefled the funerals of 
manyt of her children. 1 have already rioaiJ* 
memorated more than one infiance. . Of her 
numerous daughters, only two who are unr 
married now reipain alive. • The firft Mary 
Anne, eldeft of all the Eruprefs’safl’ue, male 
qrfemale, was born in 173 8,.two years before 
the deceafe of Charles the- Sixth. In her 
perfon fhe is below the middle fize, and a 
deformity in her configuration, renders hear 
lame; but I am told by perfons who know 
her intimately, that her mind .is much ‘ cul¬ 
tivated and enlarged by an acquaintance 
"with polite letters. Though'fyo enjoys the 
revenues of an Abbey at Prague, of which 
the is the titular Abbefs; 'that ecclefiafiical 
dignity neither compels her to refidence, 
nor fubjetts her to*any renunciations. .Hav¬ 
ing pa fled her fortieth year, fhe no longer 
mixes in the amufeuaents of the Court or 
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Capital,’ except, on thofe 1 pbrticulafcohcafibns, 
when rthe. Emprefsf herfdlf being prefent, (hi 
accompanies her mother to the' Dhawing- 
»oom. ,u '*<: • ' ' V..s ! :; • - \.j _ - ■',) 

' The iArchdhchefs,!-Elizabeth ii not- yet 
fixi-andrfthiky. Previous ' to hef i having 
caught the fmall-piox, it is univerfidlyaf* 
fertedthat her features !were charming, land 
her face beautiful ,, but’if-they w.erfe io^not 
a trace of that Traauty now remains. T The 
two lifters haye>each a fort of eftablifliment* 
confiftiaig of aj “ Grand’Maitre,” and a 
“ Grande . Mhitreffe.” In other refpe&’s* 
they lead a. gloomy, tedious life.; though 
the Archduchefs Elizabeth has not yet re¬ 
nounced public diveffioos nor withdrawn 
herfelffrom the.amufemehts of the Carnival^ 
Immured in the Imperial Palace, almoftdef- 
titute of foeiety;:obliged-to attend their mo* 
ther wherever flia moves* and compelled;,to 
affift at ceremonies orexercifes of devotion* 
as if they wtere nuns, rather than Princefles; 
fcdrcely are they kftown. to exift by hny of 
the foreign! liations of Eyfope, and never 
were any perfons lefs objects of envy. 
vol. ,n. Z The 
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The Archduchefs Chriftina,snore i^Pcrured 
lay nature, as well as by fortune, has at 
lead, found means to emancipate herfelffrom 
the confinement and fubje&ion of her two 
lifters. She'is unquefttonahly a, vshry fupe- 
jior Woman, and merits that I fhoold enter 
With fome minutenefs into her dhaTa&er, 
and the hiftory of her life. Havidg com* 
pleted her thirty-fixth year, fed has now 
parted the meridian of her beauty; hut her 
perfon, in fpite of a delicate couflututem and 
very impaired health, ftill pdTeffea many 
chants. Her figure is: of the middle fize, 
well-formed, and finely proportioned; her 
dyes are full of vivacity, her features noble, 
•s well as regular. Thoagh naturally of a 
pale complexion, {he wears no rouge; a re* 
fiunciation fubmitted to, as may be. pre* 
fumed, more from deference to .the Em* 
ptefs's pleasure, than from, her own. chaste* 
Over all her limbs and motions is dtffufed 
an air of grandeur, which feemsto announce 
high birth. Naturally diftant and haughty, 
fee can nevertholefe, when fitch is her plea* 
fure, temper her demeanor with the mefe 
9 gracious 
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gtacious and Winning coridefcenfiori. It is 
^difficult to imagine a Prlnceft mote formed 
to represent the Majefty of the Thr6rie. N6r 
is it only her perfon to whieK nature has 
beeri liberal ; fhe pbBeflfei talents capable 
of producing very important public confe¬ 
rences, beneficial or injurious. Ambiti¬ 
ous, enterprizing, arid no way deficient in 
political courage, fhe is not formed for the 
feclufion of private life, or for the uniform 
monotony of her mothers palace. Wher¬ 
ever fhe appears, in Hungary, and in Italy, 
no left than in Auftria, her exertions leave 
behind them the traces of her active mind. 
Verfed neverthelefs in many of the fofter 
accomplifhments of hdr fex, fhe dedicates 
her leifure to the occupations of the pencil; 
arid fhe particularly excels in painting, as 
various apartments in the cattle of Prefburg 
fufficiently teftify; where I have feen por¬ 
traits of her performance, executed in a 
mafterly manner. 

With filch perfonal and iritelle&iial en¬ 
dowments, it cannot, or it ought not tb ex¬ 
cite furprife, that fhe hah always been the 
2 2 • favorite 
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favorite daughter of Mariy Therefaand 
that (he poflefles no incqnfiderable f afijeiv 
dancy oyer her; mother s political, as well ap 
private cqndu&. Perhaps, that' very, iyflu;- 
ence may likewife explain the caufe of the 
Emperor her brothers little attachment, 
sot to fay alienation,, towards her. It is 
well -known that he confiders her as a powr 
erful rival, capable of froftrating his views; 
and of impeding, if not totally overturning, 
his beft matured plans of ambition or policy, 
by awakening the Emprefs’s fcruples,. and 
touching her maternal feelings. At every 
period of her life, the Archduchefs Chriftina 
has a&ed a principal part in the diflentions, 
cabals, and private hiftory of the Imperial 
Family. The intimate friend and confident 
of Jofeph’s firft wife, the Infanta Ifabella of 
Parma, flie proved herfelf not lefs the enemy 
of his fecond, the unfortunate Bavarian. 
That Princefs, it is afierted, experienced 
fome mortifying effects of the Archduchefs’s 
unkind offices, during the fhort and melan¬ 
choly period of her matrimonial union with 
the prefent Emperor. 

11 Francis, 
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.'Francis, her father, had intentions of giv¬ 
ing her in marriage to his nephew, the Duke 
' of Ch ablais, half-brother to the reigning King 
of Sardinia; a Prince whofe age, birth, and 
affinity to the late Emperor, rendered him 
a natural objeft of Francis’s fele&ion. But, 
Jthe young Archduchefs had already difpofed 
of her afie£tions in another quarter, to a 
more fortunate fuitor. Prince Albert of 
Saxony, fourth fon of Auguftus the Third, 
King of Poland, entered young into the 
Auflrian fervice: his perfon, if it could not 
be denominated handfome, was at leaft tall, 

' manly, and well-made; his manners en¬ 
gaging, and his character every way unex¬ 
ceptionable. By his mother, the late 
Queen of Poland, who was daughter of 
Jofeph the Firft, he defcended from the 
Auflrian line, and flood in a near degree 
of confanguinity to Maria Therefa herfelf. 
His elevated rank, which gave him frequent 
qccefs to the ArchduchefTes, facilitated the 
means of rendering himfelf peculiarly ac¬ 
ceptable to the.object of his choice. But, 
on the other hand, a younger brother of 

0 3 the 
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the Saxon family, whole only fortune, inde¬ 
pendent of his military appointments, \yas 
a moderate provifion arifing out of the 
Electoral revenues during life;' however 
high his defcent, or eftimable his qualities, 
could not be confidered as an equal, and 
ftill left as an advantageous match, for a 
daughter of the firft crowned head in Eu¬ 
rope. It is indeed generally fuppofed that 
the late Emperor would not have confented 
to fuch an alliance; and that if be had lived, 
the obftacles to her marriage with Prince 
Albert never could have been furmounted. 

In the fummer of the year 1765, when the 
Court of Vienna went into the Tyrol, the 
Archducheft Chriftina accompanied her fa¬ 
ther and mother. Francis was there met by 
the Duke of Chablais, and the proportions 
of his marriage were refumed, notwithftand- 
ing the repugnance for it manjfefted by 
the Princefs, But, the emperor's fudden 
death at Infpruck, in the month of Auguft, 
put an end to the negotiation; and fo power¬ 
ful were the ArchduchfdVs applications 
with Maria Therefa, that ihe fooa afterwards 

confented 
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cenfented to give her daughter s hand to 
Prince Albert. They were married within 
eight 1 months of Francis's deceaie. in April 
1766, when (he had nearly completed her 
twenty-fourth, as he had his twenty-eighth 
year. A daughter whom (he brought 
him, lived only a very (hort time; and it 
is (add that die (offered fo much during her 
lying-in, as to be rendered incapable of 
bearing 1 more children. Their union has 
been however, in all other reipe&s, a happy 1 
one; and Prince Albert is fcsrcelyi lefs 
beloved by the Emprefs, than are her own' 
Iona 

Previous to the accompliftnnent of their 
nuptials, Maria Therefa refigned to her 
daughter and fen-in-law, the Duchy of 
Tefeben; aifmall and mountainous portion 
of Andrian Silefia, the revenues of which 
they enjoy during their joint lives. If 
they have no iffue, it will again revert, at 
their deeeafe, to the Crown. Still further 
to enable 1 diem to fupport their dignity* 

- the Duke 1 of Saxe-Tefchen, (for fo be is-' 
dem«pn»t«d4) has been created Captain* 
general and 1 Governor of: Hungary. In* 

a 4 that 
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that quality, he and. the Archduchefs oc-r 
cupy the cattle of Prefburg, where,.during, 
a part of .the year, they refute and hold 
their Court, But, as Maria Therefa’s atr. 
tachment to them is too ftr-ong, not to ren*. 
def her . defirous of enjoying their fociety, 
they have apartments in the Imperial Palace, 
which they 1 Inhabit at pleafure, A fenfe 
of intereft, not lefa than the feelings of aifecr 
tiari, may be fuppofed to influence them in 
the frequent vifits which they make to Vienna,. 
The Eraprefs is naturally bounteous; aqd it. 
is.believed that. her favorite daughter.has. 
not been wanting to improve to her owq. 
advantage, the moments of maternal ten- 
dernefs. . 

But, it is not at Vienna alone, that the 
Archducbefs’s talents have found a theatre 
worthy of their exertion. After eman-. 
cipating herfelf from domeftic reft raint,-fee. 
undertook, to liherate her fitter the Queen 
of Naples, from political fetters. During a 
wifit which the Archduchefs Chriftina made,; 
feme, years fiqce, to the King and Queeq. 
of the Two. Sicilies,; fee: effected a complete 
fhange in the jadminiftration of that. coun-^ 
i v. fry, 
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try. The present King of- Spain,, at bis? 
departure for Madrid, in 1759 , when be* 
acceded to that monarchy on the death of. 
Ferdinand the Sixth, left his fon a minor,. 
as is well known, under the tuition of the 
Marquis Tanucci; who, at the head of a : 
council of regency, governed Naples during, 
many years. Things remained in the fame 
fijtufttion, after • the marriage of the. young. 
King, and his attainment to majority; 
no perfon being found who would ven¬ 
ture to overturn the lyftem adopted, or to 
remit)ve. the minifters placed by Charles the 
Third. But, the arrival of the Archduchefs. 
Chriftinaat Naples, was the termof Tanucci s - 
elevation. . Encouraged by her exhortations, 
and direfited by her counfels, the Queen 
her lifter induced the King to difplace the 
firft minifter, to model the government anew, 
and under the' name of Sambuca, to afliime 
himfelf the efficient power. 

The Emperor her brotherhas experienced 
no lefs fenlibly the effe6ts. of the Arch”' 
duchefs’s interpofition, during the progrefs , 
of the laft campaign* in a manner which > 
mnft have Qccalioned him the d^pc^ nWy, 

tification, 
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tifieatien. No perfon here doubts, that the 
refblutiori taken by the Cabinet of Vienna, 
not to render Saxony the feat of war, as in 
found policy the Andrians ought to have 
done; was principally, if not wholly, due* to 
her tears and entreaties* 'whieh the Emprefe 
could pot behold* unmoved. Perhaps 
Jbfeph may at feme future day relent and 
ptiniih an interference, fo incompatible with v 
his objects of ambition. I know however, 
from inconteftable authority* that Maria 
Theref* has-already not only promifed, but, 
bos fettled beyond a poffibility* of its being 
overturned hy her fiicceflbr* a* future pro- 
vifiou the* mod enviable for her. daughter* 
Whether* Prince Charles of Lorrain fball 
fdrvive tbe Enaprefe or not, the Archduchefe 
Chriftinaand her hatband'will be* on* his de¬ 
cent, conftituted Governors of tile Auftwian 
JjowCountiws for life. It has been the com* 
dant obje6tof their attention; and notwith* 
fi&ndiing the Emperors relu&ance, who is 
fuppofed to have intended that important 
charge fer his .brother Maximilian, he has 
bfeetf obliged to acquiefce in* and even to- 
ratify bis mother 5 * determination. What¬ 
ever 
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ever political changes may. take plaee after 
the acceffion of Jofeph the Second; white 
his mother furvives, the Archduchess Chris¬ 
tina will probably continue to a6t np unim¬ 
portant part in the fecret councils of the 
Imperial Cabinet. 

The chara6ter of Maria Therefe appears 
to have partaken largely of the mutability 
connected with every thing human; and 
nothingcan be more diffimilar than the famd 
woman in 1741 , and in 1779 * Many of 
the leading features of her mind have under- 
gone fince that period, as complete a tranfe 
formation as thofe of her perlon. Narrow 
prejudices and fuperftitious obfervances, ob-» 
{cure in fome meaftire the eminent qualities - 
with which fhe was endowed by nature ; 
qualities which juftly acquired her in the be¬ 
ginning of her reign, the admiration of all 
-Europe. Perhaps however, we ought to 
pity, and almoft to conceal cfefe&s, half apo¬ 
logized for by her fex and age, nurfed by 
the bigotry of the people over whom fhe reigns, 
and become hereditary in the Houfe of Au- 
ftria. She retains, and I doubt not will ever 
continue to pofTefs, many of the virtues and 

qualifications. 
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qualifications, which judly entitle her to rank 
among the beft Princes who have fwayeid 
the fqeptre in modern times. Asa woman, 
in every relation of private life, (he has not 
/Only been blamelefs, but meritorious. Her 
honor never differed the flighted attaint, 
and (he was invariably, as well as tenderly, 
attached to the late Emperor Francis. An 
affectionate mother, a generous midrefs, 
and a faithful friend, her heart has not been 
hardened or corrupted by, the pofleflion of 
power. It dill remains acceflible to every 
gentle pod benevolent impreflion. 
v As littlq has age dried up or clofed the 
channels of her liberality. She delights to 
give, to relieve didrefs, and to extend afliff- 
anqe to merit. At this very time, 1 know that 
the penfions and donations made from her 
privy purfe, do npt fiffllbort of eighty thou* 
fand pounds derling a-year. The ipdigent 
arid the unfortunate of every defcription, find 
in her bounty a certain refource. Thole who 
judge feverely, - ipcline to condemn her for. 
too great a propenfity to munificence, and 
denominate it facility or profufion. That it 
inquires her the affeCfciqn qf her fubjeCts, i$ 

however 
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however unquedionable. The foldiery ido-> 
lize her; and. would, I am perfuaded; .raani- 
feft .the warmed enthufiafm in her defence. 
As die pafies in her carriage,, when at Schon- 
brun, die frequently throws handfuls of 
ducats ^to the guard. That flie knows how 
to diftinguifh, and how to patronize genius 
or talents in every branch, the names of Van 
Swieten, Metadafio, Laudohn, Gluck, and 
many other eminent perfons who have rifen 
* under her protection, will bed evince. No 
princefs was ever more open and gracious in 
her manners, more ealy of accels, or more 
difpofed to redrefs the complaints of her 
people. They feel, but they pity and draw 
a veil over the weaknefles of her character. 
Her long reign has neither been marked by 
oppredion, difgraced by cruelty, nor dained 
by. blood. The Hungarians, who under' 
Leopold, Jofeph the Fird, arid even under 
Charles the Sixth, w'ere perpetually in arms 
againd the Audrian Government, are be¬ 
come, under Mar a Therefa, the fured fup- 
porters of the throne. 

■Urn talents are confefledly good, and 
much a.u^ve mediocrity. It is not faying 
- enough. 
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enough, merely to afiert that ihe pofieflesl 
more capacity than her father or her grand¬ 
father, both of whom Were Princes of very 
moderate endowments. Her judgment is 
found, and fhe is neither blindly led by her 
fon, nor by her miriifters ; though fhe has 
fuffered herfelf on various occasions to be 
over-ruled by them, in contradiction to her 
own wifhes and opinion. The prefent war 
may be cited as a proof of her relu&ant de¬ 
ference to their advice; if, indeed, it may not 
rather be entirely and folely afcribed to 
the Emperor’s ambition, defire to diftinguifh 
himfelf, and wifh to avail himfelf of fo favor- 
ble an occafion to augment his dominions. 
Prince Kaunitz. though he has been near 
five-and-twenty years at the head of affairs, 
and though he defervedly enjoys all Maria 
Therefa’s confidence; by no means governs 
her, as PrincdMentikoff governed Catharine 
the Firft of Rufiia, or as Biren, Duke of Cour- 
knd, tyrannized over the Emprefs Anne. 
She demands, it is true, his opinion upon 
every point, and generally adopts it, or con¬ 
forms to it; but fhe determines for herfelf, 
and iflues h$r orders in confequence. 


The 
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The Emperor himfelf, her Ton, though 
poffeffing her warmeft affection, affociated 
to a participation in the Royal Authority, 
and declared Co-regent of Hungary, Bohe¬ 
mia, and aft the Atfftrian dominions* yet 
remains dependent ' On his mother. She 
preferves the fupreme diredtion, and is re¬ 
garded as the efficient Sovereign. Even 
in the military department, which ffie has 
in fome meafure refigned to him,.it may be 
queftioned whether he can make any efifen- 
tial changes or regulations, without her Con¬ 
tent and approbation. Confdious of poffeffc 
ing ability to govern, it is believed that ffie 
will never commit the felicity and protec¬ 
tion of her people, to other hands than her 
own. If, in the evening of her reign, ffie is 
become enflaved to a womaniffi fuperffition, 
this weaknefs is obliterated by her magtia- 
nimity.-of mind, by the wifdom of her ad- 
miniftration, by, the profperity that has 
attended her government, and by the bene- 
ficenc| of her charadfer, which has rendered 
ter no lefs dear to her fubjedts, than re-, 
fpedted byforeign nations. J 
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LETTER XXXI 


Char after and anecdptesof the Entptfor Francis* 
—Princefs of Auerfberg.—Her %ea)ty,and ac - 
complijhments .— Her’ death.—‘Particulars, pf. the 
Emperor’s death . 


Vienna, FtIruarj ig, 1779; 


I T is not a little curious to reflect that the 
Houle of Auftria, the German branch of 
which, during three centuries, from Frederic 
the Third to Charles the Sixth, uninterrupt¬ 
edly filled the Imperial Throne, is now funk 
in the family of Lorrain. But, as if the’great 
qualities and virtues of Maria Therefa fup- 
plied the defefit in her fex, Europe ftill ac¬ 
knowledges in her perfon and defendants, 
the Auitrian line. The late Emperor Francis 
was grandfon to the celebrated Charles the 
Fifth, Duke of Lorrain, who lived an exile 
from his dominions, and who, when dyingj 
left nothing to his children except hisf^ ord. 
Leopold, his ion, reftored to his patrimonial 

• inhe- 
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inheritance of Lorrain at the peace of Ryf- 
>*ick, was one of the moft excellent and ami¬ 
able princes who has appeared in moderri 
times. The blood of Auftria was mingled 

with that of Bourbon* in the veins of Francis; 

' • . . 
Charles the Fifth; his grandfather; having 

married an Archduchefs; and Leopold, his 
father, having efpoufed a daughter of Philip; 
Duke of Orleans; brother of Louis the Four¬ 
teenth. At the extin&ion of the family of 
Medicis in 1737, when-Lorrain was virtually 
incorporated with the French Monarchy* 
and when Don CarloS became King of 
Naples; Francis; in virtue of the ftipulations 
made between France and Auftria, was 
transferred to Tufcany. It was then, as 
Voltaire juftly obferves; that the famous 
tnedal of Trajan; on the reverfe of which was 
infcribed “ Regna aftignata;” might with 
propriety have been renewed among modem 
nations. In 1745; after the death of the 
Bavarian Emperor Charles the Seventh, the 
Great Duke of Tufcany, hufband of Marin 
Therefa, was railed to the Imperial Dignity; 

Francis; who in his perfott was very band- 
fome, was like wife expert in all the exercifes - 
VoL it* A. 4 d£ 
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of the body, and accounted uncommonly 
graceful on horfeback. His countenance was 
not merely pleating, but its ex predion was 
lienjgn ns well as conciliating. Towards the 
latter part of bis life he grew corpulent: yet 
without doting his pafiion for the chace, 
which he always continued to purfue with 
ardor. An iriconteftable proof of his having 
been a very\miable man, is, that though a 
foreigner, his memory is univerfally che- 
ritiied at Vienna. Few princes have been 
more generally beloved; lince among the 
number of perions with whom I daily eon- 
verfc, who knew and remember him, I have 
never heard him mentioned, except with 
teftimonies of lively attest ion and regret. His 
qualities were, indeed, rather fuch as irrgra- 
tiate.and attach, than of a nature to dazzle 
or impofe. He pofiefled all the cliaraeteriftic 
manners of the French nation, gallant, 
lively,polite,aodfuperficial. Fond of fociety, 
of amufement, of drefis, and of magnificence, 
pleafure, accompanied him wherever he 
moved. . Vienna, during his life, roirft have 
•been a far ;more elegant and luxurious ca¬ 
pital than at.prefent. An Italian opera, a 
1 <2 Ballet 
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Ballet conducted by Noverre, comedies, and 
mafquerades, in perpetual fucceflion, while 
they rendered it brilliant, attra&ed foreigners 
to the Court. Jofeph theSecond by no means 
refembles his father in a tafte for diftipation* 
expence, and the ceremonial of ftate. 

The education of the late emperor had 
been negle6ted, to a degree uncommon 
among per fans of his high birth, qnd of 
which it is difficult to form an adequate idea. 
So uninftru6led was he even in the moft 
ordinary branches of knowledge, as hardly 
to be able to read ; and his ordinary ortho¬ 
graphy would have difgraced a fchool-boy. .* 
This fa£t would be incredible, if I had not 
heard it from perfons who loved him, and 
who lived with him in the clofeft intimacy. 

“ More than once,” faid a lady to me, 
whom Francis diftinguiihed by hisfriendffiip, 

I have fpared his Imperial Majefty the 
“ humiliation of not being able to decipher 
<c a play-bill, and have read it to him.” He 
poflefled neither a tafte for letters, nor an ac¬ 
quaintance with works of genius; but he had 
travelled over many parts of Europe, and 
when Duke of Lorrain, had made fome ftay 
a a 2 in 
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in England, as well as at the Court of France. 
Haring likewife refided in Italy, when great 
* Duke of Tufcany, and vifited various of the 
German Courts, he had acquired a degree 
of general information, from feeing fo many 
capitals and countries. For chymical re- 
iearches he had a decided paffion, which he 
gratified, by making multiplied attempts to 
attain the art of tranimuring metals, or in 
other words, the Philofopher’s Stone. His 
ill fuccefs only induced him to turn his at¬ 
tention to branchesof fimilar purfuit, equally 
chimerical and impracticable. By means 
of large burning mirrors he endeavoured to 
difTolve diamonds, and out of many fmall, 
to form one large diamond; but he found 
- that the procefs only converted them into 
cryftal, or totally'deprived them of their 
luftre by calcining them to a cinder. 

Francis, though not diftinguilhed by 
the talents for war which his grandfather 
Charles the Fifth, Duke of Lorrain, emi¬ 
nently pofiefTed, was neverthelefs confidered 
as jperfonally brave. During the laft years 
of the Emperor Charles the Sixth, he 
ferved againft the Turks in Sclavonia and 
- • - Servia, 1 
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Servia, without acquiring any military re-~ 
putation. He had likewife been placed, 
rather nominally than in effeX, at the head, 
of the Auftrian forces in 1741; but, during 
the whole courfe of the great “ war of feven 
“ years," the Emprefs’s attachment was too 
warm and tender, to permit of her feparation 
ffom her hulband, or to allow him to hazard 
his perfon in the field. This conduct gave 
occalion to many farcaftic reiparks, on the 
part of his ^ruffian Majefty. Accuftomed 
himfelf to brave every kind of danger, and a 
ftranger to conjugal felicity, he treated with 
derifion the inglorious retreat of Francis, in 
the arms of his wife. Maria Therefa was 
pot a little mortified, as well as irritated, by 
the reflexions which Frederic publickly 
made on the nature of her affeXion, and on 
her reafons for not expofing him to the dan¬ 
gers and hardlhips of a German campaign* 
They ferved only to widen the breach be¬ 
tween the two cpurts, and to mix perfonal 
animofity with political quarrels. 

Neither the immenfe advantages derived 
by Francis from the Auftrian alliance, which 
raifed h®* to the Imperial Dignity; nor the 
A A 3 prefeoce. 
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prefence, rank, and ehara&er ofa wife who 
poflefled fo many claims to his affe&ion; 
could neverthelefs impofe a reftrairit oh his 
inclinations, or prevent his being guilty of 
infidelity to the marriage bed. Of a difpoftr 
rion ardent as well as enterprizing, in pur- 
fuits of gallantry, it was faid to be dangerous 
for a woman of honour arid beauty to remain 
albne in his company. He never failed, it 
is true, in every teftimoriy of external defer¬ 
ence and refped towards the Emprefs, with 
whom he lived on terms of the moft 
cotdial union: a numerous and beautiful 
family cemented their mutual regard: but, 
Francis was not the lefs irregular in the gra-r 
tificntion of his paffions. Towards the corn? 
clufion of his life he became conftant to one 
perfon, who maintained her afcendancy over 
him to the laft moment. I meah the Prims 
cefs of Aherlberg, a woman too celebrated, 
ns well as extraordinary, not to enter into 
Come of the particulars of her hiftory and 
chara&er. , 

Maria Wilhelmina de Neuperg, daughter 
to the celebrated Marfhal Count Neuperg, 

> f{> well known in the hiftory of-the reign of 

• . Charles 
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Charles the Sixth, anti in the beginning of 
that of Maria Therein, was born,on .the 
30th of April 1738. As her father was 
•Governor of Luxembourg, (he, while very 
young, was often carried to Bruflela and to 
Spa; where lhe acquired, hy the mixture 
of company and. fociety found in thol’e 
places, an eafe and elegance of manners, 
which the more formal, or Contracted ftyle 
of female education in Austria, did not thep 
commonly bellow on women even pf the 
higheft rank. When fcarcely hxteeri, Mar- 
ihal Neuperg brought her to the Imperial 
Court, of which die immediately became 
the wsonder and the delight. I have beep 
unanimoufly allured by all who knew her, 
that no defcription. can convey an adequate 
or juft idea of- her attractions. She was pf 
the middle fize,. her complexion a cle^r 
brown, her eyes grey, her hair cheftiut,. lux¬ 
uriant, and glofly.. But, her face and cajft 
of countenance were of that kind, to which, 
it isfaid, no painter could ever do juftice; 
beoaufe, when fee converfed, a thoufaqd 
graces. lighted up in it, and gave her an 
4 a 4 animation 
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animation beyond the power of art to imi« 
tate or to convey. 

So gentle and conciliating were her man* 
ners, that (he feemed incapable of ofiending, 
dr intentionally'giving pain. Deftitute of 
affe£tation, fhe never laboured to pleafe; 
for Nature had done all, and fhe bad only 
to appear, in order to be admired and be* 
loved. Such was her fuperiority of perfonal 
beauty, as to be out of the reach of competi¬ 
tion ; and fuch the infinuating fweetoefs of 
her addrefs, a$to be irrefiftible. She excited 
love in one fex, without awakening envy or 
rivality in the other; and fhe made no ene¬ 
mies, becaufe fhe never attempted raillery 
or ridicule. Her. converfation was gay, eafy, 
and amufing; but fhe neither poffefied any 
uncommon natural endowments of mind, 
nor had (he a very cultivated underftand- 
ing. Prodigal from temper, carelefs of 
money, and loving rather to enrich her re¬ 
lations than herfelf, the knew no bounds to. 
her pxofufion. A paffion for .play, which 
• {he indulged without reftraint after her mar*, 
riage, caufgd her to lofe immenfe fums at 
9,- ' - the 
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“the gaming table, Her heart, naturally ge¬ 
nerous and difinterefted, was likewise tender 
and yielding. Fickle and capricious, (he fej- 
dom remained longconftant in her preference 
of any lover; but, her very foibles had in 
them fomething amiable; and it is faid' to. 
have been impoffihle to know her, without 
feeling attachment towards her. 

So diftinguilhed a perfon, and fo highly 
endowed by nature, could not long remain 
without oilers and folicitations of the moll 
flattering kind. Among her fuitors ihe 
reckoned the prefent Marflial Lacy, as well 
as other noblemen of the greateft rank and 
fortune. Having feleCted Prince Auerlberg, 
fhe was married to him in April 1755, when 
fhe had juft completed her feventeenth year. 
The Prince her hufband, already a widower, 
was . then about four-and^thirty. Befides 
her perfonal attractions, (he brought him.a 
fortune of full twelve thouland pounds fter- 
ling; a fum coniidered as immenfe at 
Vienna, where women of the higheft quality 
have rarely above fix or eight hundred 
pound* for their pqrtion., But, fuch was 
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her rage tor play, that in the courfe of the 
firft fumrner after her marriage, while the 
was at the Prince* her hutband’s conntry- 
ieat, the lott this whole' fum at the gaming 
table; principally to her brother. Count 
Neuperg. She is fail! to have loft at cards, 
twelve thoufand ducats, or above five thou-’ 
fand pounds fterling, in the courts of a. 
tingle evening; and her profufion was fimi- 
lar ifi other refpe&s. 

Only an Imperial lover, and one as gene¬ 
rous as Francis, could long fuffice for fuch de¬ 
mands. He found little difficulty in render¬ 
ing hinjfelf acceptable to her; his rank, his 
affiduities, and his prefents, having removed 
the firft obftacles; but, her inconftancy ex¬ 
cluded him from the foie pofieflion of her 
heart.. Francis was not the lets permanently 
attached to her. In her fociety, and that 
of a lei'- Ct company of both fexes, he ufed 
to pais many of his evenings. A fupper of 
ten or twelve covers waa provided, where 
the Princefs prefided, and from which all 
form or etiquette were baniibed. In public, 
whether at the theatre, or elfewhere,Francis 

obferved 
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obferved towards the Empfeft every fnafk 
of deference and attention; but, tvhen (he 
was not prefent at the performance, be 
always repaired to the Princefs’s box. At 
the opera he ufually flood behind her, con¬ 
cealed from view; and the hox was locked, 
in order to prevent intrufion. Notwith- 
flanding thefe precautions, a cough to which 
he was fubjefit, generally betrayed his re¬ 
treat, and divulged the fecret to the world. 

When the Imperial Court w-ent to. In- 
ip rock, in the fummer’of the year 1765, 
the Princefs of Auerfberg did not remain 
behind at Vienna. But, with the deceafe 
of the Emperor, which took place in the 
Tyrol, her conflderation likewife expired. 
It is a fact, that on the evening preceding 
his diffolution, which was fudden and unex- 
pe6ted, he had prefented her an order on 
his treafurer, for no lefs a lum than two 
hundred thoufand florins, or near twenty 
thoufand pounds. As he died the follow¬ 
ing day, which was Sunday, the interval was 
too fhort, to allow her time for receiving 
tjie money. In a fecret council, held after 

-Erancis • 
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Francis's death, it was debated whether % 
pecuniary donation of fuch a nature, to fo 
great an amount, {hould or ought to be ful¬ 
filled. More than one voice declared againfl 
it} but Maria Therefa,. fuperior. to every 
confederation except what {he thought her 
own and her hufband’s honour, demanded, 
jflued orders punctually to difcharge the 
lum. 

During the Emperor’s life, fhe had al¬ 
ways treated the Princefs with uncommon 
marks of diftinClion; a conduCt only to he 
explained by her affe&ion for him, which 
extended even to his weaknefles, and re- 
fpeCted his very faults. Such was her at¬ 
tachment to his memory, or the magnani¬ 
mity and enlargement of her mind, that it 
Is probable {he would have continued the 
fame treatment after Francis was no more, 
if the Princefs had not wantonly incenfed 
her, by a behaviour at once unbecoming 
and imprudent. The Emprefs’s grief for 
the lofs of her hufband, was well known to 
be fiucere, as well as profound; and fhe 
remained a long time {but up in the palace 
at Vienna, a prey to dejeCtion, in the deeped; 

retirement. 
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retirement. When Ihe re-appeared in pub¬ 
lic, the ladies of the Court were permitted to 
wait oh her, and to pay their compliments 
of condolence, but with the exprefs prohi¬ 
bition of wearing Rouge. The Princefs of 
Auer (berg alone, who ventured to difobey 
the order, came to the Palace in deep mourn¬ 
ing, but mod elegantly drefTed, and with a 
profufion of Rouge. Maria Therefa did not 
conceal her refentment at this condu6t; and 
when the Princefs approached to kifs her 
hand, (lie drew back with an air of indig¬ 
nation and amazement that (truck every one 
prefent. So glaring a contempt of decorum 
on fo melancholy an occalion, and in fuch 
a place, was never pardoned by the Em- 
prefs, and juftly merited repreheniion. 

She had previoufly given the Princefs a 
convincing proof of her fuperiority to little 
interefts, and of her generous manner of 
acting in all pecuniary concerns. Francis, 
with a view of having the object of his 
attachment conftantly near him, prefented 
her a fmall farra-boufe near the palace of 

Laxero- 
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Luxembourg, where the Court ufually 
pafled a considerable part of the Summer. 
He did not venture to give, her an apart¬ 
ment in the palace itfelf, as it would have 
been too obvious a mark of difrelpe£t to 
the Emprefs. The Prinqefs had expended 
a considerable fum of money in furnilhing 
and embellishing this cottage, which Ihe 
had rendered very commodious. After the 
Emperor’s deceafe, Maria Therefa caufed it 
to be Signified to her, that She wiSlied to 
purchafe it, and therefore defired her to 
fix her own price on it; meaning to 
take away all future pretext for her being 
at Luxembourg, when the Court refided 
there. The Princels named thirty thoufand 
florins, or near three thoufand pounds, as 
the price of her cottage; a fum far exceed¬ 
ing its real value: but, the Emprefs fent it 
to her inftantly, without deduction or hesi¬ 
tation. Even to the laft moment. She ob- 
ferved the utmoft civility towards her, and 
never behaved to her with harfhneSs or 
hifult. 


The 
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- ThePrincefsof Auerlbergfumvedherlm- 
perial lover more than ten years,but never had 
any children, either before, or after his death. 
It Teems. uncertain what was the precife 
nature of the diforder which proved fatal to 
her, and qvany different accounts are related 
of'it here. That lhe had a contraction in her 
limbs, for which frictions were prefcribed, 
is undoubted ; but, whether the ufe of them 
accelerated her end, as is pretended, I will 
not .venture to fay. Humbourg, a furgeon 
of reputation who praCtifes at this time 
in Vienna, attended her. The frictions which 
were prefcribed by him, being, as it would 
appear, too violent for her frame, not only 
caufed her , extreme pain, but produced a 
contraction in the parts where they were 
applied. 1 had the curiofity to inquire lhe 
circumstances of her illnefs and death, only 
a few days fince, of Brambilla, another very 
eminent practitioner, who was called in to 
her affiftance, at a late ftage of her di(t em¬ 
per. “ When I vifited the Princefs, fhe had 
already,” faid he, “ a contraction ir> on* 
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** arm, leg, and thigh, for which fri&iotis 
“ were advifedi Having ufed them* they 
“ appeared to fucceed ; and Ihe was fo much 
4# amended in confluence* that Ihe re* 
“ covered in fome meafure the power of 
“ moving her limbs. We began to enter* 
“ tain fanguine hopes of her recovery, whert 
** a violent inflammation on her lungs ren a 
u dered all medical flail vain* and put an 
** end to her life/' Whatever was the caufe* 
flie died at Vienna, fcarcely three years and 
a half ago, in October 1775, before flie had 
attained to the age of eight-and-thirty. 

It only remains to relate the particulars 
r.f.the Emperor Francises laft feizure and 
death* The’ttiarriage of the prefent Great 
Duke of Tufcarty, Leopold,with the In* 
fanta of Spain, Maria Loliila, which was to 
he folemnized at Infpruck, in the fummer of 
17d5, carried the Imperial Court into the 
Tyrol. Jofeph, the prefent Emperor, then 
King of the Romans, as well as various of 
the Archdukes and Duchefles, accompanied 
their Majesties thither; It is certain that 

Francis 
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Francis Undertook the journey tvith’repug- 
riance, which fentiment he efcprgfled to vari- 
ous perfons before he fet out from Vienna*. 
The Court remained for feveral weeks at in- 
ipruck, during which time the w eather hap¬ 
pened to be fo conftantly rainy, that the 
Emperor could not take his accuftomed ex- 
. ercife of hunting. He feemed to be anxi¬ 
ous and opprefled in mind, without precifely 
knowing the caufe, or without any decided 
indifpofxtion. The Emprefs, ever attentive to 
the leaft change in his health, would have 
perfuaded him to lofe fome blood ; but, as 
he had a diflike to the operation, he always 
procraftinated it; and on her:urging him 
to fubmit, he refufed, adding with fome 
warmth, “ Madame,' voulez vous que je 
meursdans lafaignee?” He-drift continued 
uneafy, ever wilhing to be gone from the 
' Tyrol, where a weight conftantly hung upon, 
his fpirits ; and in anfwer to thofe perfons 
who inquired of him how - he found himfelf, 
he always, replied, “ Je me porterai bien, 
“ quand une fois je ferai a Vienne.” More 
vol. 11. 11b than 
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than once, looking round on the high 
mountains with which Infpruck is. invefted, 
the air of which place Teemed to affeft his 
refpiration ; he exclaimed, “ Ah ! ii je 
“ pourrois feulement fortir de ces mon- 
“ tagnes du Tyrol!” All thefe fa6ts evi¬ 
dently prove that Francis felt himfelf 
menaced with an apoplectic attack, which 
the air in the vallies of the Tyrol pro¬ 
bably accelerated, by its prefiure on the 
brain. 

During the whole courfe of the day upon 
which he expired, he complained of a 
dizzinefs and fuffocation that greatly incom¬ 
moded him; but, which, neverthelefs, did 
not prevent him from appearing at the 
Opera. It was on Sunday, the 18th of 
Auguft, 1765. Previous to fetting out, he 
waited on the Emprefs, in order to wifli 
her a good night, according to his ufual 
cuflom, as fhe did not accompany him to 
the theatre; and after the performance, 
lie was to have fupped with the Priricefs 
of Auerfberg and a fele£t party, tor which 

repaft 
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repaft all the reqtiifite preparations were 
made. I have already mentioned elfewhere 
that his nephew the Duke of Chablais, had 
repaired to Infpruck by the Emperors in¬ 
vitation, who had’intentions of giving him 
the Archdachefs Chriftina in marriage. 
Daring the progrefs of the Opera, Francis 
found himfelf much indifpofed; and in 
order to diminilh the difficulty of breathing* 
he took fome drops, though without any 
confiderable effe6t. The Princefs of Auerf- 
berg was in her private box, to which the 
Emperor was accuftomed frequently to. 1 
repair, when not accompanied by the Em- 
prefs. But, the Duke of Chablais’s prefence 
impofing a reftraint on him, prevented his 
gratifying that inclination. He contented 
himfelf, therefore, with making figns to the 
Princefs, that he was unwell, by pointing 
to his head; and as lhe was feated oppofite, 
ffie plainly perceived his indifpofitien, which 
became more violent every minute. 

Unwilling to quit the theatre, o»r to inters 
ruptthe performance, he remained, never tbe- 
BBS lefs. 
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lefs, feme time longer in the box; till find¬ 
ing himfelf menaced with a total lofs of fenfe, 
he rofe up and went out* followed only by 
the Baron de Reifchach and one or two other 
qobkmon. When the Emperor came into 
the air, he feemed to flagger; but, on being 
afked by one of his attendants, whether he 
was ill, he faid in German, “ A man of 
“ fpirit is not affe6led by a fmall matter.” 
Thefe were the laft words that he ever pro¬ 
nounced.. He ftill attempted however to 
proceed,, in hopes of reaching his own apart¬ 
ment,- to attain which he was obliged to de- 
feend a flight of wooden fleps. Coming to 
the top, his head grew fo difordcred that he 
laid hold on the fentinel's arm who flood 
there on guard, with a view to prevent 
himfelf from falling; and as he tried to 
advance, at the fecond or third flep he fell 
forwards. The perfons who were about 
him, inftantly carried him to a little anti¬ 
chamber adjoining, where they laid him on 
a common pallet bed, belonging to one of 
the lacqueys of the. Court. . While meflen- 
: .• gers 
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gers were fent for niedical aid, the King of 
the Romans was called out from the Opera. 
Hurrying to the room, he took nis father 
in his arms, and maniffefted the deepelt afflic¬ 
tion. The Emperor's veins, meanwhile, were 
cut, his temples fcarified, and every method 
ufed to recover him, but in vain. He gave 
no fign of fenfe, and little indication of life, 
his tongue hanging out of his mouth. It 
was foon perceiyed that he was dead, and 
the phyficians pronounced that all further 
efforts were to no purpofe. 

Meanwhile, as the intelligence fpread 
through the palace, it became neceflary to 
announce the event to the Emprefs. She 
received it with marks of the acuteft dif- 
trefs, which were heightened by the appre- 
henfions that her deceafed hulband had 
been taken away unprepared, in the midff 
of his pleafures - , and before he had made his 
peace with Heaven by prayer or confeffion. 
A council 'was inftantly held, at which it 
was refolved that her Majefty Ihould quit 
Infpruck, as foon as the requilite preparations 
could be made for her departure. In order 
- 1 b b 3 ?• to 
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to avoid all fpe&ators, and as the moft pri* 
vate mode of conveyance, a boat was fitted 
up for her reception, into which (he went 
on the enfuing day, only accompanied by 
her fon the prefent Emperor, Count 1 Diet- 
jichftein Matter of the Horfe, and one Lady 
pf the Bed-chamber. They descended 
the river Inn to its confluence ydth the 
Danube, and thence down that ttreafi to 
Vienna. 

lqfpruck was prefently abandoned by all 
the Courtiers, and the roads in every direc¬ 
tion were covered with horfes and carriages. 
In two or three days after the ^mperor’s 
death, hardly a perfon was to be feen in the 
ftreets of a place, which had been fo lately the 
feat of amufements, crowded with the firft 
.Nobility of Auftria and Italy. Every one, 
occupied with their own concerns, quitted the 
corpfe of the deceafed Prince. But a pircum- 
ftance almoft incredible, and which I fhould 
fcarcely venture to relate, if 1 had npt 
received it from high authority, I mutt 
fubjoin. Count Hatzfeldt, who is minitter 
pf ftate for the interior* a nobleman equally 
2 refpe6table 
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refpe&able for his talents and his public 
fervices; alfured me himfelf, that he entered 
the chamber where, his Imperial Majefty 
lay dead, in lefs than two hours after he 
expired. To the Count’s afionifliment, he 
found the corpfe ftretched on the wretched 
pallet bed, where they had placed him, ab- 
folutely alone, not even an attendant near ' 
him; while two or three lingering drops of 
blood were ftHl oozing from the orifice which 
the furgeons had opened. Perhaps however, 
this faft ought not to furprize; hiftory is full 
of fimilar examples. 
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LETTER XXXII: 

State of the public mind at Vienna.—Arrival of 
the preliminaries of peace.— SatisfaElion of the 
* Court.—Entrance of the King of PruJJia into 
Bohemia.—Difguft of the Aujlrian army to the 
. continuance of the 'war. 

Vi E n n a, February a-j, 1779. 

r P h e prefent month has been pafled in 
'*• perpetual viciffitudes of fear and hope, 
as the profpeft of war or peace alternately 
afiumed a more probable appearance. Even 
up to the actual moment, nothing decifive 
is known, though every day and hour may 
now unfold whether Germany is deftined 
to be the theatre of another campaign ; or 
whether the Houfe of Auftria will make 
fuch conceffions of territory, as may fatisfy 
the jealoufy of Frederic and his Allies. In 
the laft days of January, Mellendorf, one 
of the Pruffian Generals, unexpectedly en¬ 
tered Bohemia, and advanced to the littl« 
7 ;r town 
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town of Brix, which he pillaged. On his 
retreat towards .the confines of Saxony, he 
was attacked by a body of Auftrians, from 
whom he took two pieces of. cannon and 
fome prisoners, after which he continued 
his march out of Bohemia. Thefe partial 
incilrfions increafe the calamities, without 
deciding the fate, or accelerating the con- 
clufion of the war. On the part of his 
Pruffiqn Majefty, they are probably intend¬ 
ed only to keep alive the ardour of his 
troops, and to habituate them, after fixteen 
years of repofe, to the fatigues of a winter 
campaign. They may likewife conduce to 
obliterate the recent difgrace ofHabelfch- 
irert, which had unquestionably ftained the 
luftre of his arms, while it elevated pro-, 
portionably the Auftrian courage and re¬ 
putation. 

Juft before the clofe of a Carnival, , that 
has been by no means cheerful, arrived on. 
the thirteenth of this month, a courier frotp 
Prince Repnin, the Ruffian Minifter at . 
Br^flau, His difpatches> inftead of being. 

addrefled 
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addrefled to any member of the adminiflra- 
tton here, were dire&ed to the Baren de 
Breteuil, the French Embaffador; who ap¬ 
pears, though faintly, to aflbme the fame 
cbava6ter of ai mediator on the part of Au- 
ftria, which Prince Repnin, by order of his 
Court, avowedly occupies for Pruffia. It 
was inftantly reported that the meffen- 
ger had brought the preliminaries of a 
general pacification; a piece of intelli¬ 
gence-which excited the ftrongeft fenfations 
throughout this capital.' When the Baron 
de Breteuii arrived ut Prince Kaunitz’s with 
the news, though it was near eight o’clock 
in the evening, an hour at which the Em- 
prefs is already preparing to go to reft; 
the Prime Minifter immediately repaired to 
the patace, to communicate to her the wel¬ 
come information. We are ignorant of 
tfafe particulars of their interview and con- 
veffation; but, no one doubts the joy of 
Maria Therefa, at the profpe& of ieeing a 
fpaedy conclufion put to the war. She no 
lopger conceals heit apprebenfions of-its in¬ 
glorious, 
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glorious, if not injurious confequences to 
the Houfe of Auftria; and ihe probably 
anticipates the necefiity pf reftoring the 
portion of Bavaria occupied by her troops. 
In the bitternefs of her emotions, fome days 
ago, ihe exclaimed, after pe ruling a letter 
tranfmitted her by Prince Kaunitz, “ I per* 
ceive that I have neither an individual in 
** the German Empire, nor an ally in 
** Europe, *who will aid my caufe.” Do- 
meftic vexations increafe her political char 
grin. Nat pnly'the Great Duchefs of Tus¬ 
cany is at prefent confined by illnefs to her 
chamber; but, the Archduke Maximilian, 
the Emprefs’s youngeft fon, one of the moft 
amiable and worthy Princes in the world, 
has been obliged to have recourfe to the 
baths of Baden, four leagues diftant from 
Vienna, for the recovery of his health. The 
fatigues of the late campaign, on which be 
accompanied his brother the Emperor, are 
liippofed to have been too fevere for hil 
ftrength, and to have given a rude ihock to 
$ns conftitution. 


Even 
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• Even Jofeph himfelf, if we may truft to 
appearances, is heartily tired of his-new mi¬ 
litary profeffion, and fcarcely lefs defirous 
of peace than his mother. He has found 
the fcience of taffies, and the command of 
armies, more difficult than he had appre¬ 
hended. Counteracted in the cabinet, and 
difliked in the camp; after a campaign no 
way fertile in laurels, he fines;neither his 
fame, nor his, popularity increafed. He 
feels doubtlefs, likewife, that the general 
voice.of Europe is agaihft him; that not 
only the King of Pruffia, but the Geripan 
Princes are preparing to check his ambi¬ 
tious enterprizes; and that the acceffion of 
territory acquired from the feizure of Lower 
Bavaria, even if finally retained, may be 
dearly purchafed by incurring univerfal con¬ 
demnation- His conduCt, and every cir- 
cUmlpince of his behaviour, fince the ar¬ 
rival of Prince Repnin’s courier, manifeft a 
iafisfaction, which he has not attempted to 
difguife, or affefted to conceal, . After hav¬ 
ing been withdrawn from fcciety during 
the'whole Carnival, and rarely appearing 

either 
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■either in public, or in.private company, be 
has at. length (hewn. hiftdelf again, tp bis 
fubje£ts. On the three days that iipmedi¬ 
ately followed the reception of the late news, 
his Imperial Majefty was prefent each even¬ 
ing at the llidottos. • With a finding coun¬ 
tenance, he accofted every one whom he 
knew, entered familiarly into converfation, 
and feemed defirous of perfuading all who 
faw him, that he fincerely participates in the 
wrifli for peace which animates the Emprefs, 
and pervadps the Cabinet. The Carnival 
finiihed under thefe flattering fymptoms of 
returning tranquillity. 

. Sofatisih&ory were the articles brought Uy 
Prince Repnin’s Courier from Rreflau,as the 
bails of a definitive treaty, considered by the 
Court; and fo thoroughly were the A$ft?jan 
Miniiters convinced of the probability of its 
fpeedy accpmpliihnient, that they relaxed in 
many eflential preparations for the approach¬ 
ing campaign. ( r *Thp.war wps indeed, gene¬ 
rally regarded as’at an end,-. The coQtra& 
for mules was not only -Jlopt, but-ev^n the 
• tranfportation 
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tranfpoftation of cannon from the arfenal 
was fufpended. Vienna, during five or fix 
days, enjoyed a delufive calm, which was 
faddenly interrupted by - a . report, that 
Frederic having privately quitted Breflau, 
was arrived at Schweidnitz. Inftantly all 
the public offices were in motion, and con- 
fternation fucceeded to fecnrity. Not 
an inftant was loft in fending off Generals 
Noflit* and Richecour to join the army in 
Bohemia. Prince Charles Licbtenftein's 
baggage followed, and every thing indi¬ 
cated immediate hoftilities. The alarm was 
not by any means falfe, or even exaggerated; 
and the intelligence of the entrance of the 
King of Pruflia in perfon into Bohemia, at 
the head of twelve thoufand troops, which 
arrived next day, fufficiently proved that 
he did not truft folely to' the mediation of 
Catharine, however fincere or efficacious, 
for producing peace. 

An .irruption fo unexpected, at this incle¬ 
ment feafon, has roufed the Imperial Cabinet 
froih their premature fecurity. Theybeginto* 

perceive 
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perceive that the weight of near feventy 
years, added to numerous infirmities, have 
«ot yet fubdued the fpirit of Frederic, nor 
prevented him from leading his forces as in 
former wars. We know that he has ad* 
ready reached Braunau, while the Auftrians, 
unprepared to oppofe him, fall back m 
every direction. Vienna offers at the pr«* 
fent moment, a curious mixture of con* 
tradiftory appearances, and contending 
emotions. The people, indignant at the 
idea of a. peace which is about to be figned* 
at the time when a Pruflian army is ravaging 
Bohemia;, exclaim againft fitch humilia* 
tion, as no lefs degrading to the national char 
rafter and arms, than unbecoming the Ma-» 
jefty of the Throne. The upper orders are 
divided in opinion; fome loudly reprobating 
a continuation of the war, while others aa 
warmly infill on.the necefiity of its vigorous 
prbfecution. But, only one fentiment per** 
vades the military department; diiguft and 
averfion to further hoftilities. Actuated ina 
peculiar manner by thefe feelings, Marfbai 

. Laudohn, 
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Laudohn, to whom the Emperor, only twd 
days fince, offered the command of the forces 
in Bohemia, declined it, on pretence of in- 
difpofilion. His infirmities of body and mind 
incapacitated him, as he affured his Majefty, 
for fo important a ftation. Jofeph, equally 
afto'nifhed and chagrined at the refufai, 
afked him, whether he would not accom¬ 
pany him at lead into the field ? Laudohn 
replied, that as to his perfon, it was ablo- 
lutely at his Majefty’s difpofal. He has 
not forgotten the affair of Munchengratz, 
where Jofeph, by his interference, fnatched 
from him a certain victory over Prince 
Henry of .Pruffia,.nor will he be eafily in¬ 
duced to fubjeft himfelf to a repetition of 
fuch difgrace. 

Meanwhile 

not difcontinued, though the utmoft un¬ 
certainty refpe6ting their termination ftill pre¬ 
vails here. The Pruflians are now faid to be 
retiring from Braunau and Trautenau; but, 
reports that they are affembling in the vi¬ 
cinity of Egra, on the weftern frontier of 

' Bohemia, 


the negotiations for peace are 
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Bohemia, have fpread new alarm through this 
capital. A fhort time muft decide the ques¬ 
tion of peace or war. While that great event 
hangs in fufpenfe, let us take a furvey of the 
characters of his Imperial Majefty, and of the 
Auftrian prime Minifter. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

Jofeph the Second .— His Edit cat ion.—Partiality 
of the Emperor and Emprefs for the Arckduki 
Charles.—Marriage of Jofeph with the Infanta 
of Parmat—Particulars of that Princefs's cha - 
rafter, illnefs, and death.—Indecif on of the Im¬ 
perial Court on the choice of another Princefs .—■ 
Second marriage of Jofeph.—Qualities and 
death of the Emprefs Maria Jofepha of Bavaria. 
—Attachments of the Emperor.—Manner of 
paffug his time. — His perfon, manners, and ac- 
complijhments.—Indifference for the Arts .— 
Affociation to the royal authority.—Regulations 
and meafures of Jofeph.—Particulars of ' his 
private life and character.—Interview of Neifs. 
—Interview of Neufadt.—Anecdotes of Jofeph. 
—His love of travel. — Aftivity. — Economy .— 
Courage. — Paffion for war.—Ambition. 

Vienna, March 4, 1779. 

J oseph the Second was born on the 1 3th 
of March, 1 74 1 , at a' mod critical period 
of his mother’s reign; a few months after 

- the 
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•the deceafe of her father* Charles the Sixth* 
when (lie was reduced to fly from' Vienna 
to the Hungarians, for Ihelter and pro- 
te6tion. He was committed to the care of 
the Marfhal Prince Battiani,. while ftill.a 
child; but at that time, and even long 
afterwards, he gave few or no indications 
of an afitive and fuperior mind. Extreme, 
timidity, accompanied with awkwardnefs 
and embarraflment, characterized his man¬ 
ners. Referved in hisdeportment, and main- 
fefting neither military ardor, nor apti¬ 
tude for bufinefs, he was confide red as in¬ 
capable of ever conducing public affairs. 
So convinced was the Emprefs Queen of 
her eldeft fon’s being deficient in talents, 
that when alone with thofe in whom flie 
repofed a confidence, fhe frequently com¬ 
plained of the unjuft caprice of Fortune ; 
who deftined the Throne to a Prince defti- 
tute of ability, while a youth adornetd with 
every quality requifite for governing man¬ 
kind, was excluded from power. In mak¬ 
ing this remark, fhe alluded to the Arch- 
cc J duke 
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duke. Charles, her fecond fori, for wliorii fee 
had conceived the ftrongeft predile&ion. 
Equally prepofleffed againft Jofeph, fhe 
hardly enquired of the mafters to whom 
his education was committed, what progrefe 
he made in his ftudies. It was not till $ftea 
. his brother’s deceafe, that he began to be 
known and confidered, either by his parents 
or by the Court. 

Towards the conclusion of the late war, 
in 1 76 1, when he was about twenty years old, 
Jofeph made an attempt to emancipate and 
diflinguifh himfelf, by demanding permiffion 
of his parents to ferve againft the Pruffians. 
This firftdifplay of energy in the Archduke, 
was neverthelefs overruled,, and his requeft 
was reje&ed; not fo much on account of any 
apprehenftons entertained relative to his per- 
fonal fafety, as from a wife to reprefs his ardor, 
and to retain him ftill in obfcurity. Though 
Francis, no lefs than the Emprefs, treated him 
with fuch alienation, or feverity, Jofeph fub- 
mitted in filence ; uttered no complaint, con¬ 
cealed his very wifees, and endeavoured care¬ 
fully to avoid any fubjeftofcompetition which 

might 
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might awaken his fathers jeaioufy. Bat 
Mar dial Battiani, his Governor, who knew 
him well, and who had ftudied hischara&er, 
made no fcruple of declaring to his own 
particular friends, that “ the Archduke 
** was not what he ieemed; that thole who 
“ judged of him by appearances, would be 
“ ultimately miftaken: and that his real dif- 
“ pofition, as well as his capacity, never 
“ would be unfolded to the world, till after 
u the Emperor his father s death." Tim$ 
has already proved the truth of this pre- 
di6tion. - ' 

It is inconteftable that Francis, through¬ 
out the whole courie of his life, did not 
manifeft any warm attachment for his el- 
deft (bn. All his partiality, like Maria 
Therefas, was reserved for the Archduke 
Charles; a Prince, who is univerfally al¬ 
lowed to have pofiefied very extraordinary 
endowments. He was born in February 
1745 , and expired at Vienna in 1761, when 
be had fcaroely completed his (ixteenth year. 
While they were children*, his elder brother 
Jofeph and he never lived in amity; and as 
c c 3 they 
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they advanced towards manhood, the alien-: 
ation between them, fomented by many, 
caufes, naturally increafed. Charles, if in?' 
cenfed, did not fcruple fometimes to fay, 
that “ he had the advantage in birth,. 
“ Jofeph being only fon to the Great Duke 
“ of Tufcany , while he himfelf was the fon 
“ of the Emperor" The affertion.was ne- 
verthelefs not quite accurate, fince Francis 
was only eleCted to the Imperial dignity, 
and crowned at Frankfort, in September* 
1745, feven months fubfequent to the Arch¬ 
duke Charles’s birth. 

By the concurring teftimony of all who 
remember him, he appears to have bderi a 
youth of uncommon, and almoft premature 
talents; bold,lively,andenterprizing beyond- 
liis years'. But his temper was prafcible, 
and his difpofition mifchieVous, as well as 
intractable. Such an union of ability and 
of violence, fanned by parental partiality, 
mighty it was apprehended, have produced 
unpleafant, if not. dangerous confequences, 
from the animofity.thafc fubfifted between 

13 , .. j * ... hint. 
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him and his brother Jofeph* if (Charles had 
attained to riper years. He was himfelf 
fo fenfibie of the difturbances likely to arife 
in the Imperial Family from this caufe*, that 
in his laft hours he avowed it to the Emprefs 
his mother. : When he lay dying, and (he 
fat by him on the bed; diflolved- in tears, 
he faid to her; taking her hand in his* 
* e Madam; do not lament fo bitterly my 
“ approaching end; for had I lived, I 
“ jfhould ’ have- given : you much f: greater 
4 * caufo of forrow.” He expired a few 
hours afterwards, meeting the approaches 
of death with the utmoft firmnefs and 
courage. 

Some months previous to this event, the 
Archduke Jofeph, then in his twentieth 
year, was married in Oftober 1760, to 
Elizabeth Maria, Infanta of Parma. She 
was daughter of Don Philip, Duke of Parma; 
who was the younger fon of Philip the Fifth, 
King of Spain: and as her mother, a Prin- 
cefs of France, was the eldeft of Louis the 
Fifteenth’s children, the Infanta confe- 
quently defeended on both fides from the 
c c 4 Houfe 
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Houfe of Bourbon. Her father, Don Phi¬ 
lip, one of the moft worthy and amiable 
Princes of our time, is faid to have periihed 
by a death equally tragical and lingular. I 
have been allured from high authority, that 
' while hunting in the woods of Colorno, near 
Parma, in July 1765, he was miffed by his 
attendants, and that when they found him, 
he was already half devoured by his own 
hound?; oply fome iputilated remains of bis 
body being difcovere4». It is fuppjofed that 
having been thrown from his. ho r^, the dogs 
might have tafted of his blood, and after¬ 
ward? have fellen uponhim» ,a? he jay ftun- 
ned or infenfible on the ground. I am ne¬ 
ver thelels far from venturing abfolutely^ to 
guarantee ;a, ftory, which feems to partake 
tpo much of the marvellous ealily to challenge 
belief; and whiph is denied at Parma, where 
^DonBhiljp’sdeath is attributed to the fmalj- 
r pox. His.daughter’s hiftory contains, how¬ 
ever, circumftances fcarcely lefs extraordi¬ 
nary, which ftand upon,- fuch teltimony as 
it is difficult to controvert, or to call in 
queftion, 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth Maria of Parma, who was bom 
in :the fame year with her hufband, the 
y&.Echduke Jofeph,. though agreeable in her 
perfon, poflefied no pretentions to be termed 
beautiful. . She had the deep complexion 
of a Spaniard, which was contraiied to her 
disadvantage at Vienna, by a comparifon 
'with the fair and delicate (kins of. the Arch- 
docheiTes her fifters-in-law, fome of whom 
might then rank with the moft lovely young 
women in Europe. Her mouth was pretty, 
her teeth fine, and her eyes animated; but 
when fhe was filent or thoughtful, as frer 
«quently happened, her countenance loti: aU 
its attractions. I have Seen many portraits 
-of her; in particular two, which are at the 
Caftle of Prefburg in Hungary, both of them 
painted by the.Archduchefs Chnftina, and 
.probably may be efteerrted flattering refem- 
hlances. They exactly correfpond to the 
foregoing defcription, and convey the idea 
-of a dark. Spanifli woman,.with a long con¬ 
tour of face, and black fparkling eyes. 

Her underftanding was cultivated, and 
herminchhighly accomplifhed. She painted, 

.and 
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and performed on many inftruments ot 
miufic, particularly on the violin, in a mas¬ 
terly manner ; her a6tive temper impelling, 
her continually to fome. new puriuit or 
employment. Above all, fhfe pofifeffed the 
talent of interefting and amufing the Arch¬ 
duke her huiband, when alone. But her 
talents and accompliihments were alike 
obfcured by a fettled melancholy, which, 
whether purely conftitutional, or the refult 
of other caufes, became fo habitual and in¬ 
veterate, as to abforb, in fome meafure, all 
the other features of her character. No 
pleafures, and no endeavours on the part of 
thofe about her, could ever furmount this 
gloom, which, fat* from diminiihing, ap¬ 
peared to acquire force from time. In every 
part of her ftory there is fomething enigma¬ 
tical and mylierious, not eafy to penetrate, 
which powerfully int'erefts, while it awakens 
curiofity. 

I have been allured that when the noble¬ 
men, who were commiOioned by the Court 
of Vienna to demand her in marriage for 
the Archduke Jofepb, arrived at.Parma, 
and were predated to her, Ihe addreffed 

herfelf 
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herfelf to them with great earnefinefs: 

** I am,” faid ihe,. “ exceedingly flattered’ 
“ by fo diftinguifhed a , preference over 
“ the other, Princeffes of Europe, asth&ir 
“ Imperial Majefties have fhewn, in chuf- 
ing. me - for, the wife of their eldeft' fon r 
“ an alliance as much«above my merits, 
“ as beyond my expectations. I have 
“ only to regret, .that the trouble which' 
“ they have given themfelves will be en— 
“ tirely ineffectual, fince I am well con-*. 
“ vinced that I (hall not live long enot^h. 
“ to anfwer the views defigned by my 
“ marriage.” Whether this ftory be lite¬ 
rally true or not, there is no doubt that 
from the day of her quitting Parma, to 
that of her death, the conftantly perfevered' 
in believing and afferting that her life’ 
would be fhort. Piety,, as well as love, 
were fuppoifed to be the caufes of fo extra¬ 
ordinary a perfuafion. Her difpofition, 
naturally penfive and religious, was capa¬ 
ble. of deep impreflions, and of ftrong 
attachments, A report prevailed, to which 

feme 
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feme degree of probability is due, thatfhe 
had difpofed of her heart and affe&ions, 
before ft»e quitted Italy. It is certain that 
Ihe expreiTed her vvifhes to have been per¬ 
mitted fo take the veil, and to retire into a 
nunnery; a requeft which added, force to 
the former fufpicion. 

On her firft arrival at Vienna, foe was 
received by the Emperor and Emprefs, with 
every demonstration of joy and pleafure. 
‘The marriage was folemnized, and foe foon 
acquired an intereft in the afie&iens of the 
Archduke her hufband, of which he gave 
her the ftrongeft proofs. Whenever foe 
went to the theatre, or appeared elfewhere 
in public, be rarely failed to accompany her, 
ufually carried bercloakon his arm, and mani¬ 
fested in all his actions, the part which he 
took in her felicity. This conduct excited the 
greater furprize, as he had univerially been 
accufed of infenfibility towards women; and 
thofe who thought they knew his chara&er 
beft, pronounced him incapabje, or unfit, 
for a date of matrimonial happinefs. She 

behaved 
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behaved on her part towards him with 
great external attention, though it is fup- 
pofed that her heart remained untouched 
and unaffe&ed by the teftimonies of his paf* 
fion. While {he was compelled to appear 
in public, or in fociety, fhe indeed endea¬ 
voured to a flume a degree of cheerfulnefs ; 
but no fooner was fhe retired to her own 
apartment, than Ihe funk into melancholy 
and deje&iou. As her favorite topic of me¬ 
ditation and converfation, was death, {he 
anxioufly feized every occafion of being 
alone, and of indulging without reftraint her 
reflexions on this fubje£t. 

The Archduchefs’s pregnancy, which. 
took place in 1761, was a natural fubje£t 
of joy to the Imperial Family. She lay in 
of a daughter, who was named Therefa after 
the Emprefs Queen, and of whom Ihe her- 
felf was paflionately fond. But neither the 
feelings of a mother, the attachment mani- 
fefted by her hufband, nor the profpeft of. 
her own elevation to the higheft dignity 
of the German Empire, could diffipate her 

habitual melancholy. With unconcern and 

indif- 
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indifference, (be heard of the meafures I 
taken to fecure the Archduke Jofeph’s elec- \ 
tion as King of the Romans; and (he feemed I 
to feel no intereft in his approaching core- \ 
nation at Frankfort. “ Thefe things,” faid 
fhe frequently, “ regard not me. I lhall 
“ never live to he Queen of the Romans.” 
Far from concealing her opinion on a point 
fo delicate, lire made no fcruple of declar¬ 
ing it to the Emprefs, to her fifters-in-law 
the Archducheffes, and to the Ladies in 
attendance about her perfon. However 
ft range or incredible the fa6t may appear, 
it is incontrovertible. Many women of 
the higheft rank, and moft unimpeached 
veracity in Vienna, affure me that they 
have heard the Archduchefs frequently 
predial her own dilfolution as imminent. 
The Emprefs Queen herfelf made no fe- 
cret of if. at the time, and has confirmed 
with her own lips, the truth of the anecdote 
here related, within thefe few months paft. 

' ** More than once,” faid a lady to me 
Jately, when converfing on the fubjeft, 

“I have 
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H I have attempted to oppofe ridicule, as 
“ well' us' reafon, to the Archduchefs’s pre- 
**. pofleffion: but Ihe remained immove- 
“ able, and always perfifted that (he Ihould 
“ die foon. One day as (he held this lan- 
“ guage, I faid to her, ‘ Eft il done poflible 
“ que votre Altefie oublie qu’elle a urie 
“ tille qu’elle aime tendrbment ? Et peut 
“ elle la quitter avec tant de tang froid et 
“ d’indifference ?’—‘ Vous croyez done,* 
“ anfwered the Princefs, * que je vous laif- 
“ ferai monjeune ?’ which was the appella- 
** tion by which Ihe always called her 
“ daughter. * Oh ! ma fbi, non ! vous ne 
la garderez tout au plus, que fix ou fept 
“ ans ” This reply wilT appear the more, 
extraordinary, when I add, that the child 
died at the age of about feven years, and 
confequently that her mothers prediction 
was literally accomplilhed. 

• In the fammer of the year 1763, (he way 
a fecond time declared to be pregnant; but, 
as the advanced towards the term of her deli¬ 
very, Tier firm perfuafion that her death ap¬ 
proached. 
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proached,"acquired new force.. She was,not- 
withftanding, to all appearance, in a (late of 
perfect health. The Archduchefs Chriftina, 
fince married to Prince Albert of Saxony, 
enjoyed a diftinguilhed place in her affec¬ 
tion and friendfhip. To her the Arch- 
duchefs Jofeph not only declared that ihe 
(hould die before the end of the. year, but 
(he laid her a bett of it. The circumflance 
was public, and generally known at the 
time. Returning in the autumn to Vienna 
from the palace of Luxembourg, where the 
Court had paffed the fummer; when the 
carriage reached the fummit of the hill from 
whence the city is difcovered, (he was feizfcd 
with a (hivering, and exclaimed that (he was 
about to die. 

The month of November, neverthelefs, 
arrived, without any apparent (ymptoms to 
juftify her prediction, or rather prepoffeffion; 
but (he invariably perfifted in it. On the 
eighteenth, at night, as (he was fitting in her 
own apartment, an alarum clock which ftood 
there, (truck feveral times after it ought re-* 

gularly 
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to have ceafed. This accident, prebably 
caufed by fome diforder in the fprings or 
lttechanifm of the machine, appeared to the 
Archduchefs to be fupernatural. She turned 
pale, and on the ladies who were with her 
inquiring the caufe of the alteration in her 
countenance; “ It is the fignal,” faid Ihe, 
that calls me away,” pointing to the 
clock. She continued notwithftanding, in 
health till the following day, the nineteenth 
of November, which was the anniverfary-of 
her birth, when Ihe had completed her 
twenty-fecond year. In the morning the 
Archduchefs Chriftina rallied her on her ab- 
furd apprehenfions, for which no vifible caufe 
was to be perceived or affigned. Except 
the inconvenience and indifpolition necefla- 
rily attached to her advanced date of preg¬ 
nancy, (lie appeared to have no bodily com¬ 
plaint. 

Towards the evening of that day, as Ihe 
was walking acrofs her chamber, Ihe fud- 
denly fell, Or rather funk down on her knees. 
Her attendants immediately laid her on a 
couch, and fent for medical aiTiftance. A 
vol. 11. D d fevec 
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fever (hewed itfelf, and fliortly afterwards 
the fmall-pox appeared. She became deli¬ 
rious in the courfe of the diforder; during 
which time, in the incoherence ofinfanity, 
(he uttered a thoufand wild exprefiions. As 
(lie called on many perlons by name, whom 
(lie imagined (he (aw about her bed; it was 
fuppofed by fuch as attributed her deje&ion 
to love, that (he fancied (he beheld theobjeCt 
other (irft paflion, the Italian lover, who had 
always reigned in her affections. For fome 
days before (he died, no hopes of her re¬ 
covery were entertained, and (lie expired 
on the 2 7 th of November 1763, after drag¬ 
gling with.her malady about a week. The 
Archduke her hulband, who had attended 
her through every ftage of the diftemper, 
fearcely quitted her bedlide till (he breathed 
her lad. Sinking under excefs of grief, 
added to the fatigue which he had under¬ 
gone, his attendants were obliged to carry 
him away by force from fo affecting afcene. 
Jofeph was long inconfolable for her lofs, 
and dill retains tlie warmed attachment to- 
her memory. He loves to talk of her, to 
12 dwell 
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dwell on her praifes, and to Ihew her pic¬ 
ture, which he wears in the cafe of his 
watch, and which I have nayfelf feen. The 
young Archduchefs Therefa, according to 
her mother’s prediction, died, as I have 
already mentioned, foon after ffie had com¬ 
pleted her feventh year, in January J770 ; 
a circumftance which naturally renewed his 
forrow. 

After fo minute a recital of the pretended 
circumftances that preceded and accompa¬ 
nied the death of the Emperor s fiirft wife, I 
feel it indifpenfable to fubjoin my opinion 
of the degree of credit due to them. Cer¬ 
tainly, if human teftimony can prove any 
faCt out of the ordinary courfe of nature, 
there is the ftrongeft imaginable to be ob- v 
tained in favour of the Archduchefs’s pre¬ 
dictions ; namely, that of the Emprefs 
Queen herfelf, of her daughters, of half the 
ladies of the Court of Vienna, and of many 
other mod refpeCtable individuals. It feems 
difficult to fuppofe; or to afiign an adequate 
reafon, why they ffiould deceive themfelves, 
or impofe upon others. But we muft make 
great allowance for Auftrian credulity and 
D d 2 fuper- 
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fuperftition. It is likewife to be remem¬ 
bered, that the Princefs of Parma, from 
whatever caufe, was unqueftionably a wo¬ 
man of a nervous, melancholy habit, who 
always imagined that fhe faw death before 
her diftempered fancy. When lender the 
influence of low fpirits, fhe faid that Ihe 
lliould not live long, and that her child 
would not lurvive her many years. If 
the events thus foretold, had not hap¬ 
pened, they would have been ridiculed 
and forgotten. But, their accidental ac- 
complilhment gives them celebrity; and 
when we add befides, the love of the mar¬ 
vellous, fo common in human nature, we 
lhall not find any thing very extraordi¬ 
nary or incredible, in the anecdotes above 
- related. 

Scarcely more than four months after 

» 

the deceafe of his wife, in April 1764, the 
Archduke Jofeph was ele6ted and crowned 
King of the Romans ; an event which 
ferved equally to occupy the Imperial Court, 
and to diffipate its gloom. But, he was not 
eafily induced to think of a fecond marriage, 
for every propofition of which nature he 
10 expreffed 
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expreffed the ftrongeft repugnance. Wearied 
by the importunities of his father the Em¬ 
peror, more than induced by his mother's 
entreaties, and being himfelf defirous of 
male iffue, he relu£tantly confented at 
length to gratify their wilhes. A confider- 
able degree of embarraflment and uncer¬ 
tainty occurred, neverthelefs, in the choice 
of a perfon to fupply the place of the de- 
ceafed Archducefs. There were many 
parties in the Court, and each had a favo¬ 
rite object of feledion. • Elizabeth of Brunf- 
wic, who was fince quarried to the Prince 
Royal of Pruffia, certainly nourilhed hopes 
or expedations of marrying the King of 
the Romans. She was mentioned to the 
Emprefs Queen, but, for whatever reafon, 
the application failed of effed. The Prin- 
cefs Donna Benedida of Portugal, young- 
eft daughter of the late King Joleph the 
fir ft, had very nearly been chofen for the Arch¬ 
duke. She was at that time juft nineteen, 
beautiful in her perfon, and in all refpeds 
an eligible alliance. Some overtures, not 
amounting to a formal demand, were made 
p D 3 on 
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on the fubjeft to the Court of Lifbon, which 
were favorably received. The Countefs 
Tarocca, one of the late Emperor s moil in¬ 
timate friends and confidents, warmly recom¬ 
mended and fupportedthe PortuguefePrin- 
cefs. Count Dietrichftein, Mafter of the 
Horfe, enforced Madame de Tarocca’s re¬ 
commendation, and offered to go in perfon 
for her to Lisbon. But, Francis, informed 
that from her figure fhe did not feem likely 
to produce children, reje&ed the alliance ; a 
circumftance juftly regretted in the fequel 
by himfelf, and by every one elfe. 

After long indecifion, the choice feemed, 
from necefiity rather than inclination, to lie 
between two Princeffes, Maria Jofepha of 
Bavaria, and Maria Cunegonda of Saxony. 
The latter, who was youngeft daughter of 
Auguflus the Third, King of Poland, ap¬ 
peared for fome time likely to obtain the 
preference. Her interefts were ftfongly 
fultained by the Archduchefs Chriftina, who 
being herfelf attached to Prince Albert of 
Saxony, naturally defired to cement by 

every 
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every means the connexion with that family 
and country, as calculated eventually to faci¬ 
litate her own wifhes and obje6ts, The Prinr 
cefsCunegonda was borninNovember 1740, 
only four months before the King of the 
Romans, She had not indeed the pre¬ 
tentions to perfonal beauty, with which 
Voltaire has decorated her namefake, the 
daughter of the Baron de Thunder-ten- 
Tronck, in M Candide.” But, neither was 
her Bavarian rival more favored by nature 
in that refpect. Jofeph confented to fee 
her, in order to form an opinon, and fub- 
fequently confult his own inclinations. In 
the fummer of the year 1764, it was con¬ 
trived that they fhould meet, as if by acci¬ 
dent, at a little hunting party, not far from 
the baths of Toplitz, in Bohemia, near the 
Saxon frontiers. Thither the Princefs 
Cunegonda repairing on horfeback, was 
met by the King of the Romans. Their 
interview was fhort, but decifive; Jofeph 
having (declined any further efforts to obtain 
her hand. As fome fort of recompence 
dp 4 for 



408 memoirs of the 

for fo mortifying a rejection, the Court of 
Vienna has fince interefted itfelf in procur¬ 
ing her election as coadjutrix to the abbies 
of Efieri and Thom, about three years ago. 

It is curious to confider the wide interval 
between tbe lot of an Abbefs and that of 
an Emprefs; between the obfcure direc¬ 
tion of a female convent, in a fequeftered 
part of Germany, and the luftre of the 
* Imperial Crown. But, the Saxon Princefs 
has probably had reafon to' rejoice in an 
exclusion, which leaves her at leaft liberty, 

■ independence, and competence; while the 
unfortunate Bavarian, feleCted in her 
place, prefented to the world a fpeCtacle of 
the higheft rank, united with the greateft 
mifery. 

Maria Jofepha of Bavaria was two years 
older than her intended hulband, having been 
born in March, 1739. Daughter to Charles 
the Seventh, Emperor of Germany, Maria - 
Therefa’s inveterate enemy and competitor 
at the commencement of her reign; Ihe 
feemed to be precluded by her birth and 

connexions, 


1 
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connexions, from fo clofe an alliance with the 
Houfe of Auftria. But, thefe antient here¬ 
ditary animolities were overlooked from rea- 
fons of convenience, or obliterated by mo¬ 
tives of (late. Some vague expectations and 
claims upon the Bavarian fucceffion, founded 
an the pofiible extinction of the then reign¬ 
ing line, in the perfon o^ the EleCtor Maxi¬ 
milian Jofeph, brother to the Princefs; con¬ 
duced likewife, as is believed, to determine 
the choice in her favour. The event then 
forefeen, having lince taken place, has given 
rife to the war which actually fublifts be¬ 
tween Auftria and Pruftia. While the mar¬ 
riage was (till undetermined, the Emprefs 
Queen, defirous of hearing the private fenti- 
ments' entertained by thofe about her, 
relative to the perfons of the two Princeftes, 
Saxon and Bavarian, took occafion to confult 
a Nobleman of the Court on the fubjeft; 
requefting him to inform her candidly, 
which of them he would prefer, if it was 
bis own cafe. As he had feen them both, 
and was a profeffed admirer of female 

charms, 
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charms, no man could be more able to form 
a judgment. But, though he was accuftomed 
to con verfe with her Majefty in the moft unre- 
ferved manner, and to fpeak very freely to her 
on almoft every topic; he felt the queftion to 
be peculiarly delicate, and therefore wifhedto 
decline giving either his ppinion or advice. 
Maria Therefa prefiing him neverthelefs to 
Ipeak his fentiments, and alluring him that 
he could not offend her by any remarks or 
obfervations, however fevere; “ Jevousavoue 
** done, Madame, anfwered he, queli j’etois 
“ le maitre de mes actions, je ne voudrois ni 
** l’une nil’autre de ces Princefles: mais, le 
“ couteauaugofier, et devant abfolument ert 
“ prendre une, je choifirois plutot la Bava- 
“ roife, pareeque au moins a t’ellede gorge.” 
The Emprefs, far from being prudifh, or 
afle&ing any gravity on the occafion, laughed 
heartily vat the reafon afiigned for his pre¬ 
ference, which Ihe admitted to be excel¬ 
lent, and by no means devoid of foundation. 
The Nobleman to whom I allude, related to 
me himfelf, this anecdote. 


On 
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On the fifteenth of January 1765, the 
3?rincefs Maria Jofepha having arrived at 
ViennafromMunich, the marriage ceremony 
was immediately performed, without even 
allowing her previoufly to change her drefs, 
which*was a riding habit. I am allured by 
ladies who were prefent at the nuptials, that 
flie was at that time by no means an obje& 
of diftafte or averfion; though Ihe poffefied 
neither the elegance of manners, nor the ac¬ 
compli Ihments of herpredecelTor, the Infanta 
of Parma. Her hulband himfelf, as far as 
external appearances indicated, feemed to'be 
not diflatisfied with her; and it was hoped 
that the pleafing or conciliating qualities of 
her mind and difpofition, might compenfate 
for the want of perfonal attra&idns. Even 
her enemies admit that Ihe was amiable, 
obliging, affable to all, and difpofed to 
every kind or benevolent fentiment; but, 
her understanding was narrow, as well as de¬ 
ficient in cultivation. Humble and refpeft- 
ful to a degree of obfequipufnefs in her be¬ 
haviour towards Jofeph, whom Ihe loved 

with 
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with ardor, (he vainly tried by every means 
to acquire fome intereft in his affe&ions. 
Her carefles and her fondnefs only tended 
ftill more to alienate from her his heart. 

I do not confider myfelf at liberty to di¬ 
vulge all that I may know, or may have heard, 
relative to the perfon of the unfortunate Prin- 
cefs in queftion; nor, from the peculiarity of 
the fubjedt, could fuch a difclofure be made 
without wounding decorum. Itis certain that 
ihe had natural defedts, which prevented the 
accomplilhment of the great objedfc of the 
alliance; namely, her producing children. 
Thefe defefits, from their very nature, could 
not, or ought not, to have been unknown 
to the Eledtor of Bavaria her brother; and 
it was perhaps no lefs injudicious, than it was 
in fadt difhonorable, not to have declared 
them previous to the treaty of marriage. 
By the confeffion of the King of the Romans 
himfelf, the nuptials were fcarcely con- 
fummated, though Ihe was once believed 
to be with child; and on that account, or 
under that pretext, \yben the reft of the 

Imperial 
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Imperial Family went into the Tyrol, in 
the fummer of the year 1765, Ihe remained 
behind at Vienna. But, all expe&ation of 
iflue from this inaufpicious union having foon 
vanifhed, Jofeph evenceafed-to cohabit with 
her, and exprefled towards her only difguft. 
The recolleftion of his fir ft wife, naturally 
increafed his diflike to the fecond, of which he 
made no fecret to thofe with whom he lived 
on terms of intimacy. As if to complete the 
misfortune of the Queen of the Romans, a 
violent fcorbutic humour, that covered her 
face and body with eruptions, rendered it 
impoffible to approach her withoutfentiments 
of repugnance. Jofeph, in the bitternels 
of his vexation, frequently lamented his 
deftiny, which had united him tofuch a Prin- 
cefs. A Lady of the Court, with whom 
he lived in the clofeft friendfhip, and whoj 
from her virtues, as well as from the fu- 
'periority of her mind, merited all his con¬ 
fidence ; has allured me, that he ufed fre¬ 
quently to come to her, in order, by her 
cohfoling converfation and lociety, to en¬ 
deavour to diffipate his chagrin. Difclofing 

to 
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to her his domeftic vexations, and contraft- 
ing'the perfonal as well as mental qualities 
of his firft. and fecond wife; “ Ma femme,” 
faid he, “ me devient infupportable. Je 
“ n’y refifte plus. On veut que j’ai des 
“ enfans. Le moyen den avoir ? Encore, 
“ fi je pourrois mettre le bout du doigt 
** fur la plus petite partie de fon corps, 
“ qui n etoit pas couverte de boutons, je 
“ tacherois d avoir des enfans.” Anne of 
Cleves could not have been more odious to 
Henry the Eighth, than was the Bavarian 
Princefs to Jofeph the Second. 

Of all the Imperial Family, the Emperor 
Francis alone treated her with tendernefs, 
prote6ted and fheltered her. The goodnefs 
of his heart, and the mildnefs of bis nature, 
inclined him to pity a wretched Princefs, who 
was much more an objeft of companion, than 
of deteftation. But, his death, which took 
place only feven months after her carriage, 
filled up the meafure of her misfortunes. 
On the arrival of the intelligence of that 
event from Infpruck at Vienna, fhe wept 

bitterly, 
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bitterly, often exclaming intheanguilh of her 
feelings, “ Ah ! Malheureufe ! j’ai perdue 
“ mon feul Appui!” Jofeph, by his lather’s 
deceafe, became Emperor of Germany; but 
the increafe of her dignity produced no ame¬ 
lioration wljatfoever of the young Emprefs’s 
private condition. Dyring the remainder of 
her life, which was only a feries of privations 
and mortifications, Hie faw herfelf negle6ted, 
defpifed and abandoned. Even her mother- 
in-law, the Emprefs Queen, though naturally 
beneficent and kind to all, yet is faid to have 
behaved towards her with coldnefs. The 
Archduchefs Chriftina, who had'always 
oppofed the alliance, was at no pains to 
conceal her averfion for the Bavarian Prin 7 
cefs. Jofeph, neither mollified by her 
fubmiffion, nor touched by her attachment, 
cdntinued to treat her with contemptuous 
negleft ; though her confcioufnefs of being 
difpleafing to him was fuch, and her appre- 
henfion of him fo ftrong, that {he would 
tremble and turn pale, whenever he entered 
the room. 


I)eath 
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Death at length releafed them from theif 
mutual wretchednefs. The young Emprefs 
fickened of the fmall-pox, in .the month of 
May 1767, and thefympfoms, from the be¬ 
ginning, were confidered to be of the molt 
alarming nature. Maria Therefa berfelf 
caught the diftemper fro m« her daughter-in- 
law, but finally recovered. As long as his 
mother remained in health, the Emperor ex- 
cufed himfelf from vifiting his wife, under 
pretence that he fliould incur the danger of 
communicating to the Emprefs Queen fo 
fatal a diforder. It was in vain that the 
unhappy Princefs, apprehenfive of her ap¬ 
proaching end, ardently requefted once 
more to fee her hulband. She even wrote 
to him, as it is faid, to demand this laft 
proof of his regard. Jofeph ftill continued 
inflexible; but, after his mother had con¬ 
tracted the fame malady, there remained 
no longer any decent excufe for his refufal. 
He then viftted the dying’ Emprefs, and 
expreffed his concern for her lituation. 
The fpecies of fmall-pox which fhe bad 
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contracted, was of malignant a kind, that 
it is affirmed, fhe mortified in many, parts of 
her body before death. Portions of. her 
face became black and putrid; fo that had 
flie even furvived, fhe would probably have 
become an objeCt top ^hideous- for tight.; 
Under, finch cirCu pittances,; her diffolntion/ 
whichltoOk place , on .the 28th of May 
could only he regarded by all as a fortunate 
release. ..Ibis Pot a' little,lingular, th£jt ; the 
two wives of Jofpph the Second fli'pyld both 
have ; h<een carried off by the %ne diftemper,- 
id the .courfe of three.years and a half ; * after 
having conftituted, ,pne his felicity* and the 
other his misfortune. . He has conffoitily re¬ 
jected .all propofitiohs of entering a third 
time into the married ftate, and it is be¬ 
lieved that he will pedift in his determi¬ 
nation. 

During.the life of the firft Archducfiefs, 
to whom .he was tenderly attached, .Jofepb 
was. never fuppofed to feel a diftiriguifhing 
preference for any other woman. Even 
after her deceafe, he remained fp long a 

vpt. 11. Efc prey 
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prey to grief, that the IhAprefs Queeivlleiv 
feif did riot fcrtiple lo encourage and reqaeft 
the moft ’ beautiful or : accomplished -women 
of the Cotirt, to endeavour to rettfe him 
from hie- deje6tiom His fecond marriage 
far from renewing the happinefs that he 
had experienced. iif> the * firft, only rendered 
him. by companion more wretchedf lit 
fuch a frtuationv it was no lefe natural ‘ than 
venial, 'that he fhould form an attachment^ 
at lead of mind, to fome object. Among 
the ladies of the higheft quality at Vienna, 
might: jnftly be accounted Mademoifeile du 
Bat riant As Ihe was- the daughter of Mar- 
ftjabPrince Battiani, who had been Jofeplfs 
governor, their acquaintance commenced 
at a Veiy early period of their lites.- Her 
perfbfl, if not? beautifbl, was elegant and 
interefting ; her mind and manners- pleafi 
pig, no lefs than accomplished. When very 
young, ihe had been married to Count 
Windifrhgratz, a match which* was Mways 
considered as one formed by mutual in* 
plinaitibm - • ; • 
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Brivetf~by' dortteftie infelicity to'find 
cbnfblatfoh ’ and araufement abroad, the 
Emperor,' dtilling levbfal years,- previous, as 
well as lubfeqUent, JtO the death of his 
fhcohd'wife, Ihewed towards Madame de' 
Wincfrfchgratz the moft conftant and diftin- 
guifhing r attention. In a feleCt fociety with 
her, the Countefs Efterhazi her filter, and 
a few others of both fexes, he was accuf- 
tonied to pafs molt of his evenings. Among 
tBfe number of perfons ufually admitted, 
was Count Choteck, for whom it was fup-* 
pofed that fhe felt' a much igreater par¬ 
tiality thaii for Jofeph. But, as Ihe always 
treated His Imperial Majelty with marks’ 
of regald and' predilection, he appears 
neither to have felt or expreffed any jea-' 
loufy on that account. His paffkm^ if fuch 
it can with propriety be denominated, was 
unqueltionably not of a nature to exaCt any 
facrifices incompatible with female honor. 
Whether the moderation^ of his defires, or. 
the virtue of the Countefs, formed' het belt 
fecurity,it is certain that her character never 
e e 2 fhffered 
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fuffered any juft attaiilt from the Emperor's 
afliduities. They had for their principal, 
if not foie obje6t, her converfation and fo- 
ciety. Content with this intercourfe, he 
probably afpired to nothing beyond it, and 
was rather to be confidered as her friend 
and companion, than as her lover. 

.. Madame de Windifchgratz’s health and 
conftitution, which were naturally deli¬ 
cate, having fuffered fo much from the 
fevere climate and penetrating winds of 
Auftria, that fhe was menaced with a con* 
fumption, the baths and air of Pifa were 
recommended by the Phyficians, She ac¬ 
cordingly. repaired thither fome years ago, 
accompanied by her hulband. After palling 
about twelve months in Italy, Ihe returned 
to Vienna, apparently in perfe6t health, and 
completely recovered. Far from appearing 
to have fuftained any diminution by ab- 
lence, on the contrary, the Emperor’s at¬ 
tachment and attentions redoubled towards 
her. But, with the approach of winter, her 
complaints, which had lain dormant for 
15 fome 
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fome months, reviving with violence, fooh 
irfTumed a dangerous afpeCt; and all the 
iymptoms of'a confirmed’ diforder of the 
lungs manifcfted themfelves. Iii this fitua- 
tion, Jofeph ftiewed her proofs of partiafity, 
which while they did honor to ; the goodnefs 
of his heart, fulficiently proved that his at¬ 
tachment had for its principal ObjeCt,' quaV 
lities unconnected with perfonal beauty. As 
,fhe was rendered by her malady unable to 
partake of public diverfions, or even to ap¬ 
pear in company, he ufed to pafs almoft 
every evening at her houfe." In the months 
of February and March 1777, when heir 
cough had fo enfeebled her, that Ihe was no 
longer in a ftate to converfe, he not only 
continued his vifits, but in order to amule 
and enliven her, was accuftomed to read fo 
her for feveral hours at a time. 

Soon afterwards, in April 1777, being 
then about to vifit France,' he went on the 
morning of his departure, to take a laft leave 
of Madame de Windifchgratz : 1 an inter¬ 
view which muft have been extremely pain- 
k £ 3 . fol, 
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ful, as both were equally copfciojus that they 
Ihould probably fee each other no, mpre* A 
lady pf the Court told me, • t|iat flie ac¬ 
cidentally pafled the Emperor, as . he was 
afpending the Itaircafe which led to the 
Countefs’s apartment, She added, .that hp 
ftopt, with iptent to fpeak to her, but his 
voice, which was almoft choked, bptrayed 
his agitation and diftrefs. In effect, they 
never met again, as Madame de Windifch- 
gratz died in the following month. It is 
natural to fuppofe that Jofeph : mi$ have 
been very deeply fenfible to fuch an event. 
I am neverthelefs allured, that if he was fo, 
he exprelfed at leaft no extraordinary con¬ 
cern, nor manifefted much emotiop on re¬ 
ceiving the intelligence ;• a circuipftance 
only to be explained by fupppfing that he 
could not be .igPQrant of, t <jr unprepared 
for it, the n^tutje pf Jbp difordeyleaying no 
hope of her reco’yery,. . .Whe^the informa¬ 
tion reached hiip, it pauft likepife bp recol¬ 
lected .that he., was d^fcant fi-cwp her, a^d 
furrounded at Paris by a thop/hnd. pbje&s, 

calculated 
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t^dciilated to occupy his mind, of diftraft 
his attention 

. Whatever was the natufe of the Emperors 
attachment to her, whether it partook moft 
of efteem, of friendihip, of of tepdernefs} 
his heart appears to have been by no meains 
fhut agajnft other (female impref&ons, even 
during her life. ..Previous, to her depeafe, 
he had already njapifefted a ftrpng;pertiahty 
for the Prineefs.Charles,Lichtenfteinj.wh^’ 
if the did. not fapplant Madame; dn Win't 
difchgratz in his Majefty’s affections, al 
leaft occupied a very diftinguifhed place in 
his regard. When the latter was no more, 
Jofeph transferred all his attentions to the 
Princefs, and they continue to fubfift at this 
moment in their full force. She is daughter 
of the Count of Oettingqe' Spielberg, and 
may be now fbnr-and-thirty years of age. 
As long ago as the year 1761# ,lhe married 
Prince Charles .Ltohtenftein, one of the 
moft gallant, amiable, and bandfome noble* 
men of the Imperial Court. Her perfon « 
ffeafingf-aod thojagh her Matures cannot be 
, E e 4 efteemed 
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efteemed regular, their expreffion is admir¬ 
able. Her mouth is peculiarly beautiful, 
' and over her whole figure is diffiifed an air 
of modefty, intelligence, and dignity, rarely 
blended in any woman. She poflefles be- 
fides, an enlarged and cultivated mind, a 
fund of amufing converfation, and power? 
of entertaining, as well as improving, very 
fuperior to the generality of her fex in 
Vienna. In mentioning thefe particulars, 
I fpeak in fome meafure from my own 
knowledge, added to information, as I have 
the honor to be perfonally acquainted with 
her. 

Flattered as Ihe unqueftionably is with the 
partiality, and gratified by the attentions of 
the firft Crowned Head in Europe, fhe has in¬ 
variably a6ted with fuch caution and regard 
to her own honor, as to maintain unimpeach¬ 
ed the purity of her character. No petfon 
here ventures to fuppofe, and ftill lefs to af- 
lert, that (he has made to him any conceflion 
inconfiftent with the ftribtefl virtue. - She is 
the object of Jofephs affeCtion and friend* 
* • ' « fhip; 
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fliip; not hisf miftreft. Thofe who know 
her, entertain the firmeft convi&ion, that 
even if the Emperor’s felicitations were 
ever fo ftrong, yet her fenfe of what Ihe 
owes to her family and herfelf, added to a 
religious and ferious turn ,of mind, would 
render her fuperior to iedu£tion. But, 
Jofeph’s attachment to her is not perlbnal, 
in the ordinary acceptation of the term; 
though it may be difficult to fay what are 
the ptecife limits which his moderation, or 
her principles, affix to the connexion. She 
rarely, or never receives him alone, though 
lhe fees liim continually at her own houfe, 
as well as in private fociety. Even at the 
theatre, a lady conilantly remains in the 
box with her,' when , his Majefty is there. 
A conduft, which is the reverfe of the late 
Emperor’s; who, when he was in the Princeft 
of Auerlberg’s box, never adihitted any in- 
trufion, and- locked it on the infide. It is 
in the convention of the Princels Chhries 
Lichtenftein, that Jofeph finds the moft 
pleafing relaxation from public bufinefs, ai 
c*..» well 
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well as from private difquietudc; and this 
confidence probably forms die principal ty.e 
by which they are united. She difclaims 
even, the fmalleft political influence, or credit 
with the Emperor.' 1 have heard her do foj 
while he, on his fide, frequently cites as a 
maxim from which no Sovereign fhould 
deviate; that “ Princes never ought to al- 
“ low a woman, let her merit or talents be 
“ what they may, to acquire an afcendancy 
“ over tlieir aife&ions, on account of the 
<c political confequences which almoft al- 
** ways refill* from fuch a paffion.” 

At this very time, his Imperial Majefty 
ufually pafles four evenings every week, 
with the Princefs Charles Lichtenftein, and 
a little circle chiefly compofed of fomales» 
The ladies ace, hefides the Princefs herfelf, 
her fitter, the Countefs Erneft. Kawdtz, her 
fitter-indaw, the Princefs Francis lichten? 
ftein, and the two Princefles; .Clan and 
Kitafhi. Marital Lacy, who:has been afc 
tached near twenty years, to the Prineefi 
Frapcis Lichtieofi^in, is. generally a^mitte^ 
..i-v into 
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.into .tills focjety; and Count Rofem- 
berg, .tJjie .LfOfd Chamberlain, is ijjtowtfe, 
Jometimes, of the party. ’He is p^e.pf the 
rnoft pleafing noblemen of dip, Jinpeyial 
jCourt; .who, under a, qo^d pxtei^o^, .popceak 
.qualities equally folifi and ingr,atiatii|g>. 
Poliflied in his manners, cultivated in his 
u,nderilanding, and highly appeptabfe to his 
ptafter ; if he poffefied arnbitio^ equal to fa 
talents, it is probable, thapt he might, at 
Xome future time, act a qonipiGjmw PWt 
.the political theatre'. But, lijs lipp-af; plea- 
furej joined to the indolence ejf hi* temp 61 * 
will retain him always in |Mgi~ 

jther Prince Charles Lichteijljlfm,- - nor ju? 
brother Prince Francis, eve? ; pfefume tp jn- 
ypde this Coterie, though, wiy^ppipT 

pofe its moft intereftipg parts, ^hftp^enph 
jEmbaflador, Mm$euf d«b' f &y fa 

particular requeft, was opc^§ it^ice. 
to be prefeat there* 
bis intrufion was not aeceptal^jto 
perof, an$i |hat it imppibd fegfcgyqiifftfff 

Kraint 
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ftraint on the pleafures of the company, he 
withdrew himfelf, and returned no more. 

The perfons above named, male and fe¬ 
male, meet alternately at each other s houies, 
to which Jofeph repairs with the utmoft pri¬ 
vacy, unattended and alone. I know that he 
himfelf conftitutes the principal entertain¬ 
ment of the party, and its chief occupation. 
Hfe commonly talks, while the ladies Hften 
and admire. Lacy, as well as Rofemberg, 
are probably too experienced Courtiers, to 
invade fo facred a prerogative. Cards are 
never brought, for the Emperor diflikes them; 
the laft time that he ever fat down to play, 
having been in 1764, after his coronation at 
Francfort. It is true that the ladies, defirous 
of varying the evening amufement, attempt¬ 
ed, fome time ago, to introduce a book, h J 
way of change; but, the experiment did not 
fucceed. Jofeph prefers converfation. On 
the thtee evenings of the week, which he does 
not pais inthe qbove-mentioned ioeiety; un- 
kft pieta&ttd by public bufinefs, he com* 

monly 
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znonlyrgo^Sffor a {hart;time to the Piiftcefs 
Efteyhazi’Sj.or to Madame de Burckbaulen’s. 
During the..,courfe of the prefent winter, 
unlike the laft, he has Ihewii himfelf rarely 
at Prince Kaunitz’s, or in any numerous 
companies. 

Jofeph the Second is rather above than 
below the middle fize, and in no degree in¬ 
clined to corpulency. Though not hand- 
fome, he may be accounted agreeable in his 
perfon, and when young, he mull have 
been elegant. Thofe perfons who faw him 
on the day of his nuptials with the Princels 
of Parma, when he was magnificently ha¬ 
bited in the old Spanilh drefs, which was 
calculated to add to the natural advantage* 
of his figure; aflert, that they never beheld 
a finer youth. The Countefs of Pergen, 
who was a fpe&atrefs o£ his coronation at 
Francfort in 1764, has declared to me, that 
he appeared to her the molt majeftic and. 
ftriking objeft on which {he ever looked,- 
when he was .iflvefted with the royal robes 
and Infignia; his thick hair falling down" 

Qvep 
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over'Ms black ih ringlets. He ha# then a* 
hfcidof taarf, fbch as is afcribed to Apollo 
by the'Poets. So balri is- he how become 
at only thirty-eight, that on the crbwrr of 
lm k head, 1 fcarcely any covering remains r 
and in order to conceal the defe&, he wears’ 
tf falfe toupee. His queue is very thin, but 
'it fe his own, and not ah artificial one, like 

tbht'ofihfeGreat Frederic. . 

Ibje Emperor's countenance is full of 
ifteahing and intelligence. I have rarely 
feCrt 1 a mote fpeaking phyfiognomy; and it 
ik knpoffxble to look at him, without con- 
tffciting a favourable kfea of his underftand- 
ihg'.' His eye, which is quick, fparktes with* 
dnknation. The contour of his fece is long 
sted thm-, his complexion fair, his nofe aqui¬ 
line, his teeth white, even, And good.' Ah air! 
of mind‘d which is ^tfead Over hii 1 features, 
pleafes' and prejudices hr his favOur. The 
wiihation Of his body and legs ( i$ by rtb means - 
without? defe&, though he ik datable' bf fevere - 
dXetdfe,' and Of fuftainirtg' 1 greaf fatigue, 
Hor can his- general ftatehealth be ac- 
> counted 


so 
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counted : filch,* as to aftbtd a reafoiiabde' prbf- 
pe<5t of-hfe- attuiriidg tovery advanced age. 
Befides the arteuri&n in bifsjleg, which 1 have 
formerly mentioned, he has another extra¬ 
ordinary fource of difeafe; "it is an excref* 
cente, of thertattire of a wen, on the crown 
of his head, Which naturally increafes in fizey 
and may become dangerous in procefs of 
time. Confeious of the hazard that he muft 
incur, if it ftrould grow large, or fuppurate;- 
he has already confulted Brambilla his fup- 
geon, On the fiibje6t, Who means to' extract 
it with the knife: an operation, which it is 
probable will not be long delayed. 

No Prince can be more indifferent than 
the Emperor, with regard to all the deli^ 
codes, indulgences, and luxuries of life.' 
Few Sovereigns devote io much time to’ 
bufinefs, and fo little to pleafure or diffipa- 
tion. It is very rare that he ever makes 
any perfon wait, who comes to him by ap- 
pointrtient. •** I was accuftomed,” fays he, 
“ to pafs too many hours in my : fetherV an- 
f( tichamber, not to know from experience, 

' “ how 
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“ how uhpleafant fuch a detention muft be 
“ to others.” Francis by no means ob- 
ferved the fame punctuality in giving au¬ 
dience. Jofeph rlfes early, and takes for 
breakfaft either coffee and milk, or choco-, 
late, with which lie mixep water, feldom, 
eating any thing at that time. In order, 
todifpatch public bufmefs with mare facility, 
he generally dines alone; his dinner being 
dreffed in the great kitchen . of the palace 
for he has no private kitchen. His meal,' 
except on meagre days, or ih Lent, confiffs 
of fivedifhes; a foup, Bouillie, vegetables, a; 
Fricaffee, and a Roti. Thefe are brought to 
his apartment .in five deep difhps, placed 
cite, upon the other, as the “ Traiteurs” are 
nfed to. do; and when ready, they are laid, 
on die ftove which heats the room, in order 
to keep them warm, : The nominal hour for 
his dinner is two o’clock, but frequently he 
is fo occupied, that he does not fit down 
till five; and he then fwallows it half cold, 
with only a fingle fervant to attend on him.* 
Though he eats heartily, it is without any 
* degree 
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degree of delicacy, orfejle&ion; and heisfo 
indifferent about every thing relating to the 
table, that he fcarcely diftinguiffies game 
from poultry. Wine he rarely touches; 
and when he does, only: in very fmall 
quantity. 

• While the Emperor is at dinner, he 
generally talks to the perfon who waits on 
him, and afterwards frequently refumes, the 
bufmefs of the day. This is his conftant 
mode of life, here in Vienna, fcarcely ever 
unbending in the fociety of a few friends: a 
part of his chara&er by no /neans amiable r 
and in which he certainly does not either 
imitate or refemble the great philofopher of 
“ Sans Souci,” who tempers the cares of 
royalty by the pra&ice of Horace and Ana¬ 
creon ; by the circulation of the glaf 9 , and 
the company of men of letters, genius, or 
tafte. Jofeph's repafis are folitary, foon 
finiihed,and deftitute of gaiety and convivial¬ 
ity. When travelling, or on a campaign, he 
relaxes however from this feverity, eats with 
the officers or noblemen about big perfon, 
vox,, ii. Fi and 
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and though extremely temperate in every 
refpeft, yet he is communicative, lively, 
and entertaining at table. 

In bodily accomplifhments the Emperor 
is not deficient; iupplying in a&ivity what 
he wants either in (kill or addrefs. He rides 
well, plays at Tennis, and is fond of hunt* 
ing, or rather of {hooting. The exercifes as 
• well as diverfions peculiarly chara&eriftic of 
youth, he no longer confiders as proper for 
his time of life; and that of dancing in 
particular, he has long renounced. When 
Archduke, he danced extremely well; and 
even fince his acceflion to the Imperial 
dignity, he has not declined it on particu¬ 
lar occasions. The laft time that he danced 
publickly at Court, was foon after the death 
of his fecond wife, about eleven years ago, 
in a fuperb “ Ballet,” with feveral of the 
young nobility of both fexes. His partner 
was the Archduchefs Amelia, fince married 
to the Duke of Parma, and who was then 
one of the moft beautiful Princefles in Eu¬ 
rope. He. wore a fuperb fancy drefsand 

acir- 



COURT Off BEHLIK, ETC. 4$$ 

a circunndftance which feems very contra¬ 
dictory to the other features of his charac¬ 
ter is, that he not only put on Rouge him- 
felf, but commanded all the gentlemen who 
danced in the “ Ballet" with him to do 
, the lame. 

The late Emperor Francis, though fuper- 
fieial and ignorant in the ellential branches 
of education or improvement, yet poffefled 
many qualities calculated to dazzle and 
conciliate mankind. He was a liberal pro¬ 
testor of all the fine arts, particularly Mu- 
fic. Painting, and Sculpture. Nor did he 
. fell to expend very conliderable fums in the 
encouragement, Or the fupport of artifts emi¬ 
nent in thofe wallyj. Jofeph, on the con¬ 
trary, appeared to be wholly infenfible to 
the arts, not only before his father’s death, 
but, for a conliderable time fubfequent to 
that event. So little tafte had he for paint¬ 
ing, that he ufually turned his back with 
contempt on the fineft productions of the 
great matters, Flemilh or Italian. Though 
endowed by nature , with an excellent ear, 
us he 
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he betrayed no partiality even for mufic. 
For fedentary occupations, for reading, and 
the improvement that refults from the ftudy 
of polite letters, he manifefted a total difin- 
clination. By degrees, however, hisindifier- 
ence for works of genius has dimini Ihed. 
He found it impoffible to vifit Italy, and to 
become familiar with the monuments of 
art profufely fcattered over that beautiful 
country, without catching fome portion of 
enthuliafm. On his return from Rome and 
Florence, fome years ago, he began gradu¬ 
ally to difplay this change in his character; 
by cauftng the fineft pieces of painting to be 
colle&ed from all the palaces of the Emprefs 
Queen, and brought to the “ Belvedere.” 
He even fuperintended in perfon, and di¬ 
rected the placing of the moil capital pi£lures 
in the gallery of the above-mentioned palace. 
Prince Kaunitz piques himfelf on having, 
by his example and exhortations, awakened, 
directed, and formed the Emperor’s tafte. 
He is no longer infenfible to the charms 
of mUficj and at this. time> has .pri- 
,21 - _ vate 



\ 

COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 437. 

vate concerts frequently in his own apart¬ 
ments, where he and his brother the Great 
Duke of Tufcany perform in perfon. On the 
harpfiehord Jofeph plays in a mafterly man¬ 
ner, accompanying the inftrument with his 
voice; and he is no mean performer on the 
violin. But, as a patron of learning, or of the 
fine arts, it muft neverthelefs be admitted, 
that he neither manifefts the fame paffion,nor 
extends to them the fame munificent pro¬ 
tection, which diftinguifhed his father. 

. By the demife of the late Emperor, he 
fueceeded, without farther form of election, 
to the Imperial dignity ; and he was at the 
fame time conftituted by Maria Therefa, 
co-regent of all the hereditary dominions 
of the Houfe of Auftria; an example which 
has hitherto neither been imitated by Ca¬ 
therine the Second in Ruffia, nor by Mary 
of Braganza in Portugal. Thofe Princefies, 
though both of them have fons already at an 
age to mix in council, or to afliime an adtive 
part in ftate-affairs; yfet, far from afiociating 
them to the Government, have on the con- 
r f 3 . trary 
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trary retained fhe whole royal authority in 
their own hands. Perhaps their are moments, 
when the Emprefs Queen may regret that 
Ihe has delegated any portion of her power 
to her fon. Unqueftionably they have dif¬ 
fered in fentiment, on more than one im¬ 
portant meafure; and Frederic well knows 
that it is Jofeph, not Maria Therefa, with 
whom he is in fa6t contending at this hour, 
for the Bavarian fucceffion. She remains in¬ 
deed the efficient Sovereign, and is considered 
as fuch by her fubje6ts. But the degree of 
dignity and confequence which is annexed 
to the Imperial Crown, added to the con¬ 
sideration of her fex, age; and increasing 
infirmities, conduce to give to the Emperor 
very great and indefinite powers, both at 
home and abroad. Her maternal fondnefs 
has conferred, and "the afiUvity, combined 
with the ambition of his character, impel 
him to exercife many prerogatives, which 
in ftrifitnefs cannot be his till after her de- 
ceafe. It is difficult, perhaps impoffible 
to define, what are the precife linpts of 

their 
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their refpe&ive prerogatives; but many 
a£b of ftate evidently originate with, and 
are promulgated by Jofeph, rather than by 
Maria Therefa. They bear the (tamp of 
his mind, which only waited for the fignai 
■of his hither s death, to develope and ex¬ 
pand itfelf in a certain degree. I frail illus¬ 
trate this obfervation, which I have already 
made elfewhere, by an enumeration of 
fomeof the leading meafures of Jofephfraca 
1765, in his capacity of Emperor of Gen- 
many, as well as in that of co-regent of 
Hungary and Bohemia. It is by following 
thefe guides, that we frail be heft able to 
form an ellknate of his real character, dif- 
pofition* and talents. 

The firft a6t of his adminiftration, though 
one which was rather perfonal than political, 
merited great eulogiums, and tended to con¬ 
vey an elevated idea of his way of thinking 
on pecuniary points. The late Emperor, who 
always confidered himfelf as a foreigner, left 
not only various landed eftates in Germany 
and Hungary, purchased with his own money 
1 f 4 during 
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during his life ; but, likewife, a confiderable 
fum in ready caih, all which defcended to his 
elded fon. Jofeph retained the lands, but, 
he indantly gave up the money, amounting 
to feme millions of florins, as a fund for 
paying the debts of the Crown; thus leaving 
himfelf, in feme meafure, dependent on the 
bounty of his mother. Such a proof that 
he felt ho feparate or private intered diftin6t 
from that of the State, neceflkrily imprefled 
his fubje&s with refpett for his character, and 
is never mentioned here without a jud tri¬ 
bute of praife. 

This afit of difinteredednefs was imme¬ 
diately fucceeded by another, calculated to 
acquire .pniverfal popularity, and to conci¬ 
liate in a peculiar manner the affeflions of 
the lower ranks. On the north of Vienna 
are fituated two very extenfive parks, or 
gardens; one called the “ Prater,” the other 
the “ Hof Garten," almod adjoining the 
city itfelf. As both were the immediate 
property of the Emprefs Queen, none ex¬ 
cept perfons of quality were ever allowed 

to 
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to enter them ; jand even that favored order 
enjoyed that privilege only during particular 
months of the year. Jofeph, inftantly after 
his acceffion, threw open both thefe pleafure- 
gardens, and gave the moft ample per* 
miffion to every perfon, of whatever de- 
fcription, to walk or ride in them, at all 
feafons. The game laws have likewife 
been relaxed, and leave has been granted to 
the peafants to fire on, and dellroy the wild 
boars; animals, which, under the late reign, 
were regarded as facred, and who com¬ 
mitted with impunity the greateft ravages 
on the lands of jtfie farmers. This edi& 
excited no little difcontent among the no¬ 
bility ; but its effects on the inferior orders 
may be eaiily conceived. Other regulations, 
favourable to the perfonal emancipation of 
the latter clafs from the feverity of feudal 
rights, and tending to diminilh the power 
of the great landed proprietors, have fince 
been iffued by the Emperor. 

All his meafures feem more or left obvi- 
oufly directed to fupprefs expence, and to 
’ - expedite 
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expedite or facilitate the difpatch of public 
bufinefs in every department. Francis 
loved diverfions, entertainments, and the 
fplendor of royalty; Jofeph refembles him 
in none of thefe refpe&s. During the late 
reign, there always oxifled a French theatre 
in Vienna; but, as the concourfe of people 
ho reforted to it, was not fufficiently nu¬ 
merous to defray the expences of the houfe, 
gaming-tables were permitted by Govern¬ 
ment. Every Faro table paid ten ducats, 
or about four guineas, to the managers of 
the theatre; and from this fouroe, aided 
by the Emperor's private liberality, the 
French Comedy derived a great part of its 
fupport. His present Majefty publifhed an 
“ Grdon nance," on his attaining the Im¬ 
perial dignity, by which, Faro, and every 
other Game of Hazard, ^previoufly allowed 
at the French Theatre, were prohibited. The 
necefiary consequence of fuch a regulation, 
was the lofs of the Comedy itfelf, which 
could no longer fubfift, unlefo by a pecu» 
niary gratification from the private gurfe 

of 
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of the Sovereign, which he did not think 
proper to beflbow on a company of foreign 
comedians. ' 

From the Theatre, Jofeph proceeded to 
regulate the Court, and all the public offices. 
During the late Emperor’s life, the number 
of birth-days and Gala-days obferved at 
Court, was prodigious, amounting to ‘near 
forty in a year. All the nobility, minifters, 
and great officers, civil as well as military, 
appeared at the drawing-room on thofe occa- 
iions; and the expence neceflarily incurred 
by the fplendid fuits worn, was frequently 
productive of ferious inconvenience. One 
of the firft a£ta of Jofeph was totally to 
aboliffi both Gala and birth-days. He ap¬ 
pointed at the feme time, the fir£k of Ja* 
nuary, as the anniverfary on which all the 
nobility ffiould ktfs the Emprefs Queen’s and 
his hand; prohibiting any fort of public 
notice to be taken, or any attention to be 
paid to ah other days without exception. 
He even enforces fo rigid an observance of this 
orders as not to permit his immediate fervants 

and 
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and attendants to exprefs the lead mark of 
feftivity, or to make the flighted alter¬ 
ation in their ordinary drefs, on his own 
birth-day. 

Till the death of Francis in 1765, the 
old Spanifli habit, derived from the time of 
the Emperor Charles-the Fifth, was uni- 
verfally worn - at the Court of Vienna, on 
all days of Gala or of ceremony. Francis, 
who fcarcely ever appeared in a uniform,- 
. was accudomed to change his drefles very 
frequently, and alFe6ted magnificence of 
apparel. Jofeph has never' worn any coat 
except a uniform, fince his father’s deceafe* 
The Spanifh habit, though fplendid and im- 
pofing, connected it with many inconvenien¬ 
ces: among others, long prefcription had 
authorized, that the Aulic Counsellors never 
Could meet for the difpatch of bufinefs, 
except in that drefs. Of courfe, affairs of 
importance were frequently podponed, and 
even facrificed to an abfurd Etiquette. The 
prefent Emperor, confcious of the. abufe, 
and of the public detriment that refulted 

from 
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,from it,' forbade the ufe of the Spanilh drefs 
onany occafion whatever. He commanded the' 
Aulic CounfelloVs, from that time forward, 

t ... 

not only to afiemble in their ordinary drefs ; 
but even obliged the members to meet after 
dinner, as well as in the morning, for the 
more prompt tranfa&ion of affairs. 

In external addrefs Jofeph the Second is 
not deficient. His manner^ are ealy, his 
converfation lively, voluble, and enter¬ 
taining; running rapidly from one fubjefit 
to another, and difplaying frequently a 
vaft variety of knowledge. Perhaps he 
manifefts too great a qonfcioufnefs of pof- 
feffing extenfive information; and he'mayv 
be reproached likewife with frequently an¬ 
ticipating the anfwers of the perfons with, 
whom he converfes. A mixture of vanity 
and of impetuofity conduce to this defeat. 
While he talks, efpecially if eager, he always 
plays with the money in his pocket. He 
writes witheafe, perfpicuity, and propriety. 
I have feen many of his notes, evidently 
qompofed without premeditation, addrefled 
* to 
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to perfons who enjoyed his confidence, 
both men and women. They demonftrato 
feeling, enlargement of mind, and as I have 
thought, goodnels of . heart. Yet I know, 
from indifputable authority, tl$at he is a 
profound diffembler, rarely or never fpeak- 
ing his real fentiments upon any point of 
moment. On the other hand, he certainly 
permits thofe whom he loves or efteems, 
to deal feirly with him; to tell him not only 
plain, but painful truths; and even to re¬ 
prehend him on occafion with feverity. 

1 have reafon to think, that his religious 
opinions are by no means contracted or illh^ 
beral. The bigotry and fuperflition which 
for ages have been hereditary in the Houfo 
of Auftria, and which ftill forvive in all 
-their force m*Maria Therefa, will probably 
be ex,tin6t in her fucceffor. But, I am fo 
for from meaning to iniinuate that he is otf 
that account tin&ured with infidelity, deifm, 
or any of the doCrines inculcated at Ferney, 
and at “ Sans Soucithat the very re* 
terfe is the fa6t. When he patted through 

Switzer* 
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Switzerland/he declined Teeing or vifiting 
Voltaire ; ,not lefs, I believe, from his own 
choice, than at his mother's requeft. Jofeph, 
though no bigot, is a Catholic, convinced 
of the great truths of the Chriftian Religion, 
and conforming to many, if not to all its in- 
jun&ions in his pra&ice. He not only con- 
fefles regularly, but as foon as' he rifes, he 
never fails every morning, on his knees to 
offer up his prayers to the Divine Beingas 
he does in the fame devout pofture, before he 
retires to reft. I cannot err in this fa6t, which 
I derive from an eye-witnefs of the higheft 
rank, who would neither flatter nor deceive. 
If, in the enumeration of fo many minute par¬ 
ticulars, I may have related feme which feem 
difcordant or contradi&ory, it muft be re¬ 
membered that man is compofed of inconfif- 
tencies,. and ever at variance with himfelf. 

At no period of his life has the prefent 
Emperor been a libertine, or addi&ed to ex- 
cefles of women, as was Francis his father, 
and as his brother Leopold is well known to 
be at this time. For the Countefs Windifch- 
gratz, and for the Princefs Charles Lichten- 

ftein, 
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ftein, he probably never nourilhed any fen- s 
timent except friendfeip, cemented by affec¬ 
tionate efteem and confidence. Afiiduous, 
lather than tender, moderate in all his de¬ 
fires, and content with the fociety of his 
miftrefs, he is a companion, not a lover. 
His amours, when he has had any, have 
always been of fhort duration, managed with 
privacy, unaccompanied either with fcandal 
or ox pence, and entailing no confequences. 
Yet, in a crowd, under fhelter of the night, 
where he conceives that he is neither known 
nor obferved, he likes to accoft women of in¬ 
ferior condition, and perhaps to take feme 
harmlefs liberties with their perfon, which is 
ufually the utmoft extent of his gallantry. 

. As the Emperor has no miftrefs, fo he 
has in reality no favorite. Several perfons 
who have feemed to be fo for a time, and 
who have believed themfelves in pofleffion 
of his perlbnal affe&ion, have been de¬ 
ceived. General Noftitz,. whom he dif- 
tinguiflied exceedingly during a certain pe¬ 
riod, has proved the truth of this affer- 
tion. The two Counts, Cobenzel, and 

Jofeph 
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Jofeph Golloredo, both of whom accom¬ 
panied him to Paris in 1777, poffefs, it i% 
true, much of his efteCm and confidence; 
but, they are not favorites. Count Die* 
trichftein, from long habits of familiarity 
with the Emperor) added to the fpirit of 
independence, the franknefs, and gaiety of 
difpofition,' 1 which eminently _Chara£terize 
him, enjoys, and exercifes perhaps more 
than any nobleman of the Court, the privi¬ 
lege of fpeaking truth to his Mailer.. That 
his' Majefty honors, as well as refpefts 
Laudohn, and confults him on every military 
point of importance, is unqueftionable; For 
Lacy he referves his friendlhip, vifits him at 
all hours, converfes with him unrefervedly, 
and communicates to him his moft fecret 
thoughts. 

Jofeph and Frederic, unlike the generality 
of Princes who know each other only by 
report,- are perfonally acquainted, having 
twice met in their refpe&ive dominions. 
"The firft of thefe two celebrated interviews, 
took place about four years after the death- 

tox. -u. Go of 
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of the late Emperor Francis, when his prtf- 
fent Majefty was not nine-and-twenty. It 
may be faid to have originated with the 
King of Pruffia, who defirous, no doubt or 
forming his pwn opinion, (after a clofe and 
accurate infpe6tion,) on the chara&er and 
talents of the new head of the Empire, cauf- 
ed it to be fignified at the Court qf Vienna, 
that a meeting between them would be high¬ 
ly agreeable to himfelf. The propofal having 
pleafed. Count Dietrichfteiri, Mafter of the 
Horfe, was fent to Breflau, to confer with 
Frederic, and to fettle all the preliminaries. 
Neifs, a town in Silefia, was fixed on for the 
place of rendezvous, whither Jofeph repaired 
in September 1769, accompanied by his bro¬ 
ther-in-law Prince Albert of Saxony, Marfhal 
Lacy, General Laudohn, Count Dietrichftein, 
and fe veral other noblemen or military officers. 

Arming in his carriage, juft before the 
hour of dinner, he was received by Frederic, 
at the foot of the ftaircafe of the houfe 
which he occupied at Neifs; and after mu¬ 
tually gazing on each other for a (ingle 

moment. 
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moment they embraced, with demonftra- 
tions of reciprocal pleafure. Each Sovereign 
having prefented to the other the perfons 
who accompanied him; among whom, on 
the fide of his Pruffian Majefty, were the 
Prince Royal his nephew, the Hereditary 
Prince of Brunfwic, and feveral general 
officers; the two Monarchsfat down imme¬ 
diately to a table of about thirty covers. 
Frederic was in excellent humor, and Jofeph 
appeared to be equally happy. About 
thirty thoufand Pruffian troops had been 
afiembled, in order to entertain the Em¬ 
peror; and Frederic taking the command 
of them in perfon, performed a variety 
of manoeuvres, with which his gueft ex- 
prefled the utmoft fatisfe6tion. They palled 
three days together, during the whole of 
which time Jofeph was lodged at an inn in 
the town. A miferable company of Ger¬ 
man comedians, brought thither for the 
purpofe, ferved, if not to enliven, at leaft 
to pafs away the evenings. In the day¬ 
time, the two Sovereigns rode out fide by 
qos fide, 
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fide, arid converfed with great femiliarity'l 
but, from the moment of their meetingv 
to that of their feparation, they never were 
alone together, except once for about ten 
minutes. On the fourth morning they 
parted, mutually imprefled with a favorable 
idea of each other, and on terms of ap¬ 
parent amity. Political bufinefa was not 
ever mentioned on either fide, ndr was it 
intended to. form any part of the interview. 
Jofeph has been accufed, I believe, without 
juft reafon, of treating the Hereditary Prince 
of Brunfwic with coldnefs at Neifs. Even 
had he felt any ill-will towards that illuf- 
trious perfon, he is too ikilful a diflembler* 
to make it probable that he would manifeft 
his difiike on fuch an occafion, and before 
filch fpe&ators. 

The firft interview between Frederic and 
Jofeph, unqueftionably arofe principally 
from the curiofity natural to both Sovet 
reigns, to fee and to converfe with each 
other.' But, the fecond meeting was meant 
for more concealed and important purpofes. 
14 It 
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ft took place juft a year later, in the firft 
days of September 1770, at the little town 
of Neuftadt in Moravia, to which place his 
Prufiian Majefty came, in order to -return 
the vifit. Unlike the Emperor, though 
far more advanced in years, he performed 
the journey from Breflau entirely on borfe* 
back; accompanied as before, by his,two 
nephews, the Hereditary Princes of Profile 
end Brunfwic, together with a number of 
general officers. Defirous of ingratiating 
himfelf with Jofeph, whofe ponfent and co¬ 
operation he wanted intheproje&ed partition 
of Poland, he arrived at ^euftadt, habited in 
an Auftrian regimental. . Not only the King 
himfelf, but, all the perfons with hint, were 
drafted in white uniforms, with facings or 
lapels, fuch as in the Imperial fervice are 
mfually given to recruits, before they are put 
altogether in full uniform, That of Frederic 
was diftinguiffied from the reft, by being em¬ 
broidered at the button-holes with lilver,' 
*When he demounted from his horfe, Jofeph 
ready to receive. Mm j arid after they 
Q G 3 bad 
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had embraced, as at Neils, the King pointing 
to thole who attended him, laid, “ Votre Ma^ 
“ jeft6 verraqueje luiai amends desrecrus.” 
The delicacy of fuch a compliment, which 
could not be overlooked or mifunderllood, 
tended to produce mutual good humor on 
their firft meeting. 

During the whole courfe of the repall 
which followed, Frederic ftudioully obferved 
a degree of refpefit towards the Emperor, 
making a motion as if to rife, every time that 
a plate was fet before him, and offering it 
firft to Jofeph, as his fuperior. But, it was 
towards Prince Kaunitz that he exerted all 
his endeavours to pleafe, to conciliate, and 
to captivate. That Minifter, duped by the 
offers, or gained by the blandilhments of 
Pruftia, had accompanied his mailer, for the 
exprefs purpofe of fettling the preliminaries, 
and adjufting the terms on which Poland was 
to be difmembered. I have already entered 
fully on the fubjedt elfewhere, and lhall not, 
therefore, refume it here. Frederic complete* 
Jy fucceeded in his object, and the fate of the 
SO Poles 
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Poles was decided at Neuftadt. Amufements, 
military as well as theatrical, ferved to veil 
the fecret of date from common eyes. Jofeph 
in his turn had aflembled thirty thoufand 
troops, for the infpe&ion of his royal 
gueft, who palled them in review, and 
bellowed on them high encomiums. Un¬ 
fortunately, the weather, during the whole 
time that the interview lafted, was.fo rainy, 
as greatly to diminilh the pleafure of the 
two Sovereigns. Both were repeatedly 
wet to the fkin; and Frederic, on his re¬ 
turn from the field, having no other coat 
with him than the. one which he wore, was 
obliged to llrip, and to remain a prifoner in 
his own room, till his coat could be dried at 
the fire. This event produced no little 
merriment. 

The Emperor made every poffible exertion 
to amufe and entertain his Pruffian Majelly, 
while at Neuftadt. A private houfe, the 
bell that could be procured in the town, 
was fitted up for his reception: in place of 
a ftrolling company of German comedians, 
g c 4 an 
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an Italian opera was performed; and No, 
yerre, with all his “ Figurantes,” were 
brought from Vienna at a confiderable ex-, 
pence, to dance the “Ballets.” Frederic, 
with confummate addrefs, always placed 
Prince Kaunitz between himfelf and Jofeph, 
when at the theatre, and {hewed the Auf* 
trian Prime Minifter a thqufand attentions. 
After the performance, the political con* 
ferences were held. During the two firft 
days, no cloud arofe to indifppfe the two, 
Monarchy towards each other ; but on the 
third, the King received letters by a 
courier from Peterlburgh, the nature of 
which he did not immediately communi* 
pate to the Emperor, whp conceiving that 
he had a right to know their tenor, mani* 
felled fome ill-humor at their concealment, 
Frederic then grew in tu^n four, and out 
pf temper, In this frame of mind they 
feparated next morning, alienated from 
each other as much US they had been, 
prepofleffed favorably at their firft inter¬ 
view., But, Poland was not lefs facrificed, 
witfrin two years afterwards,, to their 

mutual 
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jnutuaJ ambition. Theft particulars Hire do-> 
rived from the beft information. 

Among the chara&eriftic features of 
Jofeph, muft be accounted his paffionfor 
travelling ; foarcely any Prince of whom we 
read, having fo minutely examined his own 
dominions. Adrian, in antiquity, and 
^Charles the Fifth, in modern ages, whofe 
whole reigns were a perpetual journey, can 
alone be eotnpared in this point of view, to 
the prefent Emperor, He has vifited nearly 
all the Courts of Italy j and when he went 
to Paris, two years ago, it was his intention 
to have profecuted his four as for as Mar 
drid, if not to Lifbpn. With that defign he 
traverfed the whole kingdom of France, and 
was already arrived at St. Sebaftian in Bifc 
cay, on his. way to the capital of Spain; 
when a courier from Vienna, informing him 
that, the Emprefs Queen was greatly indift 
po/ed, and that his return was necefiary. 
Compelled him to defift from his further pro¬ 
gress. Every part of Bohemia, Hungary, 
find Tranfylvania, he has rode over, almofi 
* at 



4S* MEMOIRS OF THE 

at a footpace: nor has he omitted to infpeft 
the Sclavonian frontier, as for as Semlin j 
and to go in a boat upon the Danube, to the 
walls, and quite under the cannon of Bel-* 
grade. Of all the extenfive territories, fcat- 
tered over fo great a portion of Europe, 
which will devolve to him at the death of 
Maria Therefa, the Auflrian Netherlands 
alone, he has not yet iurveyed in perfon: 
Along the Turkifh, as well as on the Saxon 
and Silefian borders, he has caufed forts to 
be erefted, and has taken every precaution 
to guarantee thofe provinces from invafion. 
Lacy and Laudohn have ufually accom¬ 
panied him in his progrefs through his do¬ 
minions ; during which, far from regarding 
inconvenience or fatigue, his enemies rather 
accufe him of needlefsly expofing himfelf to 
both. In order to. accuftom himfelf to 
hardfhips and privations, he commonly fleeps 
upon a fkin laid on the floor, and his table 
is not more delicate than his bed. 

Still unfatisfied, while any part of his do¬ 
minions remained to vifit, he fet- out not 

many 



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 459 

many years fince, to infpeft the vail portion 
of Poland feized on in 1772, extending from 
the frontiers of Auftrian Silefia, along the 
Northern borders of Hungary, to thofe of 
Moldavia. The Emperor allured Sir Robert 
Keith, on his return from that expedition, 
in which he underwent every poffible incon¬ 
venience, and fuffered many hardfhips, that 
among others, he was almoft devoured by 
bugs, and in fpiteof all his precautions, he 
became loufy to a great degree. As a proof 
of it, he faid, that being one day employed 
in writing a letter to his mother the Emprefs, 
a loufe fell from his hair on the paper. “ I 
blew him off,” continued he, and finifhed my 
“ ‘difpatch. Juft as I was about to feal it, I 
“ recolle&ed a circumftance, which in my 
4 ‘ hurry had efcaped me. Having opened 
** the letter again, in order to infert it, to 
“ my furprize, I found the loufe had got 
ft poifeftion of his old poft. I attempted to 
“ diflodge him, but he maintained his 
ground, and I therefore let him alone, 
44 only adding, as a poftfeript, at the foot of 
M the paper-—Onq of your Majefty’s new 

“ Polifh 
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4< Polifli fubje&s abfolutely infills oil being 
“ prefented to you, I have endeavoured in 
“ vain to prevent him, and I have, there- 
“ fore, encloled him in this letter." The 
anecdote, however trifling, may ferve to {hew 
the turn of Jofeph’s mind, which is not 
deftitute of humor. 

In his expences and pleafures, public, as 
Well as perfonal, he is very economical; a 
quality which has generally, though not uni- 
verfally, diftinguilhed fuperior Princes, and 
which mull greatly facilitate all his enter* 
prizes or operations, whenever he afcend$ 
the throne. Neither women, nor play, nor 
diffipations of any kind drain his pnrfe. I 
alked a lady who knows him well, whether he 
was fuppofed to have any natural children, 
“ I can't abfolutely fay," anfwered Ihe ; 
“ but, this I can take upon me to aflert, 
** that if he has any, they will never be a 
“ charge to the State, Cinquante ducats 
“ par ann feront tout leur Appenage," In 
the month of January laft year, a ** Courfe 
lt de traineaux" was exhibited in Vienna, 
for the amufement of the Archduchefs of 

Milan, 
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Milan. A quantity of fnow had, been 
brought into the city, on the fame morning* 
in carts, which was {battered over the ftreeta 
through which the fledges miift necefiarily 
pais. The expence might amount to about 
fix hundred florins,, or fomewhat more than 
iixty pounds. I was Handing in a balcony, 
to view the fpebtaclip, with two ladies of the 
Court. “You have no idea,” faid they* 
“ of the vexation that it will caufe the Em* 
“ peror, to throw away fix hundred florins 
“ in fnow.” His attention on pecuniary 
points, extends to the minuteft detail, and is 
imputed to him as a fault : perhaps it may 
be fuch; but it muft be allowed that his 
fubjebts derive no little benefit from fuch 
pariimony. 

I have heard the queftion much and fre¬ 
quently agitated here, among perfons' who 
are moft competent to decide, whether Jofeph 
is naturally generous, or penurious, ©pi* 
nions are greatly divided on the point. He 
certainly is open to the impreflions of com* 
paffion and benevolence, where he knows, of 
believes that the perfim recommended, is a 

proper 
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proper obje& of fuch fentiments. But his 
heart is not one of thofe, 'which, like Maria 
Therefa’s, delights in giving ; and if it errs, 
only does fo from an excefs of liberality and 
kindnefs towards the unfortunate. The Em* 
peror well knows that he is regarded as un¬ 
like her in this refpeft. “On maccufe,” 
faid he not long ago, “ de n’6tre pas g6n6- 
** reux; mais, fi je donnois comme mam6re, 
“ nous n’aurions bientot rien k donner.” It' 
cannot however be denied, that the liberality 
of the Emprefs acquires her univerfal amo¬ 
tion and popularity ; while the ftvi£t eco¬ 
nomy of her fon, though it may augment 
his refources, does not tend to conciliate the 
love of his fubje&s, or to give ah elevated 
idea of his character and difpofition to foreign 
nations. 

The Emperor’s perfonal courage is confi- 
dered as indifputable; yet, I think it ftood 
higher in the public ellimation before the 
late campaign, than it does at prefent. If 
however he is brave, it certainly is not the 
bravery of a hero: it is neither the fublime 
courage that diftinguilhed the great Cond6, 

nor 
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nor is it the- cool intrepidity and Contempt of 
.death, "which Frederic has frequently dis¬ 
played, when he has almoft wantonly ex*- 
pofed himfelf in the heat of a&ion. The 
different fituation and motives of the twp 
Princes, ought not, however, to be forgotten. 
So defperate was the condition of his Pruffian 
Majefty at Lignitz, at Torgau, and on a va*- 
.riety of other occafions during the great war 
of feven years, that defeat and death w’ere to 
him in effect almoft the fame tiling. His 
troops required not merely example, but, de¬ 
manded the animation of defpair, to enable 
them to conquer. Jofeph, a6ting on the de¬ 
fence, fecure in his entrenchments, liis num¬ 
bers, and his inattackable pofition; might 
cobfult, like Louis the Fourteenth, his own 
fafety, as well as his glory. It is certain, 
that during the laft campaign he never 
fhunned danger; but neither did he court 
it. No one ever faw him expofe his perfon, 
though he palled the night repeatedly in 
the outpofts, where Marlhal Haddick once 
furpmed him, and took the liberty to re¬ 
prehend 


4 
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prebend him for fuch imprudence ; ft free* 
dom, which it is faid, difpleafed the Em* 
peror* 

• His talents for war 4 re, however, much 
more problematical than his perfonal cou* 
rage. That his prefence and interference 
were injurious to the Auftrian arms, during 
the late campaign, no longer can admit of 
any doubt. If, like his father and grandfa- 
ther, he had been content to remainat Vienna, 
and to delegate to others the condu6t of mi¬ 
litary affairs, Laudohn would not have let flip 
the moment of attacking Mellendorf, on his 
retreat into Saxony i an opportunity which 
never can return, and for the lofs of which, 
that illuftrious General will not eafily forgive 
his matter. That the Emperor has wifhed 
for a rupture, that he beheld with pleafure all 
the preparations for it, and that he expefted 
to acquire reputation in the field, is inditt 
putable. But, experience may have unde¬ 
ceived him, and have convinced him how 
widely different are theory and practice. 
Previous to the prefent hoftilities, he panted 

- for 
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fbr arf occafion to put himfelf at tb&hesajl 
of his. forces, and tio meafure hinjjfejf with 
Frederic. ... c i 

v On his journey to France, two years-ago, 
•paffijBg through Munich, he had there, p. 
long interview with tire D.ucfiefs Dowager 
of Bavaria,. filler of the iprefent, EJ*6tr§fs 
iPalatiae a. Prjnqefa. hfr^eralread^ 

mentioned as enjoying the confide#£e'0£ hi 3 
PfhlS^H'iMajefty,;afaii, who^hrt^nliA re¬ 
gular. correfponidehce;with, him, The,co^- 
verfation, which was awnt^ted op>b.oth;fid.es, 
produced infenfibly aKh&uffion ofthe.sora- 
. parajtive merit : of Sovereigns,, warlikje-and 
? pacific. , The Duchefs artfully led him tm 
. to fpfepk his feptiments, by affe&ing to pre¬ 
fer the latter dfefcription of- Princes to the 
.-former. .Josephs.eyes .flaihed. fire, and 130 
...longer able.to conceal hi? wilhes; 
faid he, “ J’aimetois miopjc 6tre capitaine 
“ dans met pfloprep- grenadiers, que d’etre 
. “ Empereur, fi je ne.devpis jias £tfe Guer- 
“ rier.” Confqious th4t. he had, difclofpd 
, voi.ii. Hh too 
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In order to know him completely, it is re-* 
quifite that he ihould furvive Maria The-, 
refa. Then, and not till then, we lhall be 
• able to appreciate in their utmoft extent^ 
the virtues, and the defers pf Jofeph the. 
Second. 
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ICkarafitcr, and anecdotes of Prince Rauniti&,Jfrft , 
Minijler of Maria Therefa. 

Vienna, March I3th>'i779* 
rjprtii pi&ure that I have drawn of the 
Imperial Court, would ftill be incom* 
plete and deficient, if not accompanied by 
fome particulars of Prince Kaunitz; whoj 
though not at the head Of the Auftrian 
finances, yet may juftly, be denominated firft 
Miniller. His talents, fervices, and an un-> 
interrupted poffeffion of power during near 
five-and-twenty years, leave him no com-* 
petytor in the favor or efteem of Maria 
Therefa. His,authority is too firmly con* 
folidated, to be eafily fbaken, even \>y the 
event of her death ; and it is probable, that 
he would occupy the fame fituation under 
Jofeph, which he has fo long filled in the 
Councils of .the Emprefs. Bom in February 
1711, he has consequently completed his 
H rf 3 fixty-eighth 
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fixty-eighth year; but, the advances of age 
feem neither to have impaired the frefhnefs 
of his intellects, nor materially to have di- 
minified his bodily a&ivity and ftrength. 
At an early period of hf 3 fife* h& was initiated 
into public bufinfefs, having a&ed in the ca¬ 
pacity of civil Governor of Bruflfels, during 
the firfl years of the prefent reign* At the 
Gowgrefs of Aix-Ia-GhappelTe in 1748, he 
was one of the Auftrian Plenipotentiaries j 
and after the conelu&on of peace, he went 
Embaftador to the Court of Verfrafleg. 

Whether his refidence in France con* 
duced to imprefs hhn with favourable ideas 
of that country, or whether views of poHey 
alone have influenced him, it is utiqneftkm-* 
able, that his advice amid opinion have 
operated a total and a radical change in the, 
Auftrian fyftern of foreign alliance. Therd 
are not wanting perfons here, and thoft 
perfectly well informed, who aftirre rad 
that fo great an alteration of meafures ori¬ 
ginated in perianal refentrtient. They a£ 
tHtj thai at the treaty of Aix- 4 a-Chappe£le$ 

ha. 
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In «M oter-reached by the Engljffi pteni* 
potentates, who not only iighed the peace? 
without bin participation? but, afterwards* > 
compelled him reki&antly to affix to it hisf 
ifignature. They add, that Kaunitz, whole 
gallantries have always formed a. very pro¬ 
minent part of his character, was occupied 
in paying his court to a lady of whom hd 
%as deeply eiiaifeoured, while the EmbaC- 
fadorsof Great Britain terminated the bufi- 
liefe. His refitment at being fo doped 
and over-reached, prompted him to feize a 
favourable occahon of precipitating his mi£* 
trefs and the Houle of Auftria into thparma 
of their antient rival. If this ftory, and the? 
inferences formed on it, are not true in 
their utmoft extent* I. believe on the other 
hand, that they are by no laqaeS deftitote 
of foundation. 

In 17 54, at forty-three years-of age, Prince 
Kaunitz having iupplanted his predecoflor in 
the cabinet. Count Uhlfeldt, was conllituted 
Minifeer for Foreign Affairs. The great war, 
commonly called in Germany, “the Waf 
H H 4 qf 
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** of^even years," broke out foon afterward*# 
For a dentury and a half, the Hrfufe bf Bour¬ 
bon had been the iriveterate hereditary ene¬ 
my of every Emperor, from Ferdinand the 
Second, down to Charles the Sixth: while 
England, from the acceffion of William the 
Third, almoft invariably fuftained the Auf- 
trian family and interefts. To the a6tive in- 
terpofition and aififtance of the Cabinet of’ 
London, aided by the enthiifiafm of the peo¬ 
ple, Maria Therefa herfelf, when attacked by 
France and Bavaria, at the beginning of her. 
reign, was not a little indebted for her prefer- 
vation. Prince Kaunitz rieverthelefs under¬ 
took, in defiance of every impediment, clofely 
to unite the Courts of Vienna and Verfailles 
he fucceeded in theattempt, however impro¬ 
bable, and concluded in 1756, the celebrated 
treaty, which ftill continues to connefit them. 
It is not unworthy of remark, that in thelaple 
of two centuries, no matrimonial alliance had 1 
ever taken place between the Imperial Branch 
of the Auftrian Family, arid that of < Bour¬ 
bon Elizabeth, daughter of the Emperor 
*•- 14 Maxi- 
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Maximilian the Second, who was the lalt> 
inftance, having been married to Charles the* 
Ninth of France, a$long ago as 1570. Ther 
Archduchefs Maria Antonietta, by her unions 
with Louis the Sixteenth, only eight yearsj 
fince, in 1770, formed the principal cementi 
of this new fyftem, which feems likely to re¬ 
main unlhaken,at leaft during the life of the? 
prefent Minifter. At the moment that I am- 
writing, the Baron de Breteuil, the French* 
Embaflador, who a&s openly as mediator on: 
the part of Aultria, is about to appear in that 
character, at the approaching conferences 
for peace. We may neverthelefs reafonably; 
doubt, whether the aflfefted interpofition of 
France in favor of her antient rival, is not 
more oftenlible than real; and whether the: 
Cabinet of Verfailles, far from wilhing to ex¬ 
tricate, does not fecretly enjoy the embarrafl* 
ments of its Imperial Ally. How can France,- 
in fa£t, fincerely delire the aggrandizement 
of the Houfe of Aultria? How can Louis the 
Sixteenth contribute to extend the territories 
of MariaTherefa arid Jofeph? Prince Kaunitz 
himfelf, though the original author of the 
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prefect fyfteto of alliance; yet, appear* id 
foel bow inefficacious it irtwft ever prove, id 
Baiting or blending the ipterefb of the twe 
ftatss* Oa h variety of occasions, he baa eve*t 
- appeared to maaifeft fer mere confideratka* 
for the Eaglifh nation, than for the French* 
It is difficab to conceive any afeendanfc 
More confirmed, or any influence more itar 
periods, than Prince Kaonitz’s over the Em-j 
prefe; a cireuraftance, the Angularity of which 
» mcreafed, when we reflet that fhe is nei* 
ther aweak, not an indolent woman. I natdtaf 
to attain to fuch a height ,of power, we a09 
naturally led to fuppofe, that befides hw fu* 
perior abilities for Government, he has not 
been negligent of- flic arts which conciliate 
, toyal favor. That lie does not maintain 
himfelf in his prefent elevation, by any focb 
compliances or attentions, is however cep» 
tain. Never did- any Minifter appear to 
facrifice fo little either to the prejudices* 
Or even to the wilhes and requefts of life 
Sovereign. He treats with equal indiffer¬ 
ence, the teftimonies of her partiality, or 
Of her refentment. Far from defiring to fed 

her 
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tier frequently, k b ntt uSt 6 f eOtopfiandd 
hfr hid part when he viftts her*. His pat* 
lade ih Vienna itf corifr^otras tot that of 
the Emprefs, and not a hundred paced frortf 
her very chamber. He is not ignorant «rf 
the pleafure which fhe Would receive, front 
feeing and CoOverfihg with him on matter* 
of public bhfinefs; yet, in defiance, or irt 
neglect of her repeated mefihges, he rarely 
tifits hter, except on particular oceafions, 
more than Once in twelve days or a fort* 
night. Every thing is tranfd6te<f betwedft 
them by edrrefpondence. 

As if the refufal to gratify her reafonablo 
demands, were not a fufficient proof of hisf 
afcendahcy over her, he (hocks her Very 
prejudices. Nay, in more than one rnftance, 
Maria 'fherCfa has defeended to d6fe of 
Cornpliilance, and almoft of perlbnal humi* 
hatiori, in favor of her Minifter, which I 
hardly can Venture to mention, froth their 
incredibility. ^Prince Reunite, till, within 
the kft few years, was not only attached to 
*rpoj(eh, afnd gave himfelf no trouble to 

conceal 
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conceal his irregularities-; but. he feemed a$ 
if he wiflied to render them public and note* 
rious. A&refles, dancers, and opera girk of 
diftmguiffied beauty or accomplifhments, 
lived under his immediate proteftion. The 
Gabrieli, who has been fo celebrated from 
Palermo to Peterfburgh; the Foliazzi, and 
various,other Italians, known either by the. 
charms of their voice or their perfpn, have 
fucceffively lhared the Auftrian Minifters 
aflefition. + It is a fa&, that when he has gone 
to. wait on the Emprefs, he has carried his. 
miftrefs in the carriage with him to the gate 
of the palace; -and that the has remained in 
the coach, while he went to tranfadt bufinefs 
with her Majefty, from whofe. prefence lie. 
immediately returned to her. - 

That a diflolute, or a. libertine Princefs, 
fuch as Catherine the Second, or her prede- 
cefibr Elizabeth, Emprefs of Raffia, fhould 
from coniiderations of policy, overlook and 
pardon fuch trefpaffes againft decorum, wou}d 
excite no furprize. _But, that a Sovereign^ 
whoj rigidly virtuous in her own conduct* 
' feverely 
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feverely ; repreltes 'all ihfra€ftons df ffidiralityt 
in others; fliotild neverth’elefi permit ber firfl? 
Minifterwith' impunity to ■coidxriit fuch irre¬ 
gularities, appeari a fort'.’of paradox. It id 
certain that, the greateft-fubje£t in rani? 
throughout : the Auftridri dominions, who,-en¬ 
couraged by the precedents were to attempt 
the fame thing,* would* foon repent his'teme** 
rity. Even Prihee Katinitz : -hiffifelf> I aril 
alftired, has been many times-on the point of 
Teceiving 'his' difmiffiW^fedm all his offices ? 
more, howevery frdffirth$ ttriaCfeountable ofr* 
'ftinacy with which'hebas refirfedto obey the 
•Eiriprefs s eQmrnahfds/thhh frbm her refenfc. 
ment at ' his cbnd6St' 1 ln'r6thei , 'refpe6l8. Ift 
vain would any fertuse ^Mifcifter * atteiript'di 
■fimilar' experiment-: filsPdifgrace arid-ruin 
•wouldbe the-‘inftiHible*{eohfequence/‘ , Nflfc 
? only the prefect Minified talents end ; fe#- 
■yices pleads fofr ; him f byrig prefcriptidrfarfi 
1 habit baveMh&de *his /J very- weakneffes pefpe^- 
'table in Maria-^nferefaVeyes. : Theyhtfife 
•grown old together,'have ffiared the fame 
' dangers, weathered tbe ljuse ftdrms, nndttte 

now 
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j*»w too intiaa^foly ^quafoted wjtk $*clfc 
^^r’ft^ilingSp #s w/sU a? sint«$s,fo 
ia^e^n^g of ^J^p^i^^u^ewb. 
V #pcogat for power*^,P^9^» 

l?ly jfewre ,fos jfotqre ^wtfovity -atf 

Sjt^t Wffor hffor^giw Mp w^jb$reW» 

forward fo a 4&a$g£ of jex* 

«${* fcy jt^^>zaj jt^eifo?. I» 

flftfe of foph %n f^^:ei^r Prfose$tawji% 
■feerg, wbp : iK>w gOffBW* &? JLow 4QouAt?ie% 
flr fowt' CQt#**|l* J&Pfdy r^ra^d fcm 
. JW&b wtew* k#w&£w 9 Vi.m *®m&& & 
itfeely ^foop^adv 3&e foffcfr.tf ffcpfcMmk 
*m ’»*&>#*& ftfiSune m ,4?»e9^w^ m$> 
ift tte ^pio^fekg p^tiat^ ifof i m# 

i Agaisft to w&ck | 

Al4ed, op t be W^ We.cftpa&te 9f<<?w#»*g 
m 4 &&ma » *fo* $ 4 PB*efo 

-^es eypty pflfl&fo &$r 
■cwtom* Mp ;9P met di#a^ t 4j$4vti<>p 
IQSffPt M& 9& ,4o& <W# fogf* 3W> £ax§ fo 

fei&a *&■< i|8. app^O^h. 

'MU&& 7fo jff®* 

long 
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long Ms life* and Us power* of enjoyment, 
-©r of gratification. He oegle&s no foeans 
,of pftat ratting the tem of hi* exiftencm 
winch ingenuity can ctevife,, ar wifoosn can 
fogged:. At foWfo though he eats very. pfon. 
tifhJly, he no longer eominibs any encefsj 
and in wider to maintain hi* health, wbifo 
he procures an 'appetite, he newer dpi* to 
•ride in the Alaoege for a conhdenable tioae^ 
every day. A -variety of hbr&s bnought 
from <aii pant* of Europe, which he niomits 
by turns, and manages with no link fovck 
-as well as addrefc, confiderfog bis age;, 
-equally ooartiibute to amufe,a«d to invigorate 
him. He has long force renounced esrerjr 
ether pdcafure incompatible with his gseat 
« 4 >jecifc, the preferv&taon of life. Thefeatw 
tentoons would Hill >be laudable, or .at lead: 
excufoblie, ifhebadpn@t the weakaefe tdfoar 
and to deprecate jdeatih, mope than a wife 
foam who knows the uncertain tenure of 
foortsdity, oanbefoftifiedfo doing, His op* 
pcebenfiows are fo puerile, and fowdl khcwn, 
■foatan perioa even mentions . death.inhis 

prefepcej 
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prefence; a cireumftance of which, ftrangers 
are foon apprized, after .their arrival at Vi¬ 
enna. ' Above all, he dreads the fmall-pox; 
a difeafe which he has never had, and 
«gainft which he is continually ow hob 
guard. Unlefs fome unexpected accident 
ShouldShorten hisr career, he certainly bids 
dair tb attain the/age of Cardinal Flejury 1 , 
/wd dike him, • to- govern with almoft- unli¬ 
mited authority, long after the period ,whe» 
anen are ufiially incapacitated, or indifpofed 
hy. infirmities,, for. aCrive exertion. f 

Never, perhaps, did a Firft Minifter rer 
rjueft fo few, and receive fo many favors 
from his fovereign, as Prince. Kaunitz. I 
know from ihdifputable authority, that the 
•Emprefs' confers,, abiblutely unafked and 
unfolicited, almoft every : gratification or 
emolument, which is:poflefled by himfelf 
and jthe. other branches’of his family oi The 
jrideft. of his four finis, Count Emeft, .is 
•employed ini a. civil capacity at hornet and 
Jhaa beeh honored with the order of thp 
.Golden'Fleece.. ..Two of the* others, Dd- 

. minick 
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haihicic .and. Jbfoph, 1 Ifuie foreign • Miirifteiiv 
. tone at. Madrid^'the «ther at :Peterftxurgii* 
Bat, kfo-Brinfce thefe father is not fuppofed 
to be rifeh^ ^an indtnteftabie proof that His 
adna&nhliaMh .'hadr.been. more tdke&ed.-ita 
public objefi%. tha’i' to-'the accufrruJiation of 
ptivaAd SPeaJtW Thofa perfons who mbft 
fovesely bri/tacifo, or ^reprobate his fyfteiri 
ofrpotiand many fuch are to'be found 
here •; I yet ‘ (admit. his ftiperiority to every 
fordid or menCenlary confide'ration. So 
inatteiitiv^.k he even'to the interofts efihis 
own «hilddcn, rthatiithey haVe.. theittiy vei 
frequently reproached him.' with indifihm 
ence; 'brt with wadt'- nf hxerdon, on that 
head; difficult to. albertaim-whether 

this inattehtion arifes ah oil' fr6m. genuine 
dhintereftetbiefs, .from carleffiaefi of tesn 
per, or fromba high fpniit; of independent^; 
perhaps from ; a. combination • of lalL thofa 
quahtjead! ;Hid appointments, as Chancellor 
of Statd^iland’ Miiriftesrffor foreign lAffiursj 
though) eonfolered/Bfe. ample lure, are for! uk 
feriOrteVthbflraliry'ttopeyecP by a Krft'Iiord 
: V«iiq n, 11 of 
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of .the Treafury and Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer with us, when thole offices art 
united in the fame perfbn. Including the 
allowance for his table, they do not exceed 
forty thoufand florins, or about four thoufand 
pounds fterling a year. The difference in the 
value of money, and in the price of the ef- 
fential articles of ordinary confumption, muff, 
it b true, be allowed greatly in favor of Vienna, 
when compared with London. But, Prince 
Kaunitz fits down regularly to a table of fix- 
teen or eighteen covers, every day; while an 
Englifh Minifter b not compelled to any 
fimilar expence. 

In hb perfbn. Prince Kaunitz b tall, thin, 
and well-made, though deftitute of elegance 
or grace* If hb face has not been hand- 
fome, it b neverthelefs a countenance, in 
which are ftamped the ftrong chara&ers of 
fenfe and intelligence. His manners are 
ftiff; yet, there is in them fbmethmg cha- 
rafteriftic and peculiar, which, while it for¬ 
cibly attra&s attention, by no means difgufh 
or difpleafes. He ufuaBy drefies with fim- 
17 plicity; 
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plicity; but on particular occafions I have 
feen him magnificently habited. The “Toifon 
** d’or " ornamented with brilliants, he never 
fa-ls to wear on his bread. He has UkeWifff, 
received this order of “ St; Stephen*” inftkut-* 
ed by Maria ’fherefain 1764; and he enjoys 
the peculiar privilege of wearing the liar iff 
diamonds, which the fumptuary laws here 
forbid to every other fubje£h The letters or 
gather note, written to him by the Emp#ei£^ 
when fhe cOnferrtsdon him this mhrk of dif- 
tin&ion,ia couched in a ftyle fo different front 
the ordinary one of Princes, and befpeaks fo 
much fenfibility, that L cannot refill inferring 
k here; It kas addrefled to Prince KaunitS 
near thirteen years ago, on the marriage of 
theArchduchefsGhriftina to Prince Albert of 
Saxony, in April 1766; The lady Who gave it 
me, copied it from the original; and I prefer 
it fo any of the brilliant Sad ftudied letters 
of Frederic,- which are circulated and read 
with fuch admiration, all over Germany, 

“ Ce n’eft pas feulement par difpenfe de 
“ Grahd Maitre* niais par diftin&ion, que 
112 “ vous 
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4< you4 pouvez porter la Croix de FQrdte del 
“ St. Etienne, en diamans. Vous aveztant 
“ contrihu^ & 1’illuftrer, que je faifts avec 
“ avidity cette occafion fi chere k mon coaiir* 
“ de vous temoigner. ma reconnoifianoe, qui 
“ vous eft due depuis long tems, et qm no 
“ finira qu'avec ma vie. • 

4 ‘ Marie T^£r®»e. m 

After the carelefs of independent manner 
in which Prince Kaunita behaves towards the 
Empreft Queen, it caniiot estcrte far prize, 
that,he treats his equals and inferiors,Iwith 
ftill greater! marks of: contemptuous uncoil-* 
cern, To^rdsthenfebility at Large of berth 
fex.es, as well as towards the MiniTters of Fo* 
reign Courts,, he baldly obfefves toy !rnea-* 
furee of. decorvAh.: Far from occoftingi them 
with civility, vrheri tthey' pnter his drawing- 
room^, or as they, furrouhd ibis billiard'table, 
which is placed at one:Corner of it; he*fre- 
quently. turns his bads ori them at the ino* 
meat when they ar& about to pay him their 
court, or when they aredefirousof entering 
into converlation with him. If- the French 
.. ? *4 ; . . Embafiado* 
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Embaflkdur is exempted from fo humiliating 
a" treatment, he.xxwes • it ^purely to the rie- 
,eeflity r that Prince Kamritz feels,', of.mana¬ 
ging m fomemeaiuare the reprefentative of a 
poweritil CJoirt, wfliich has connected itfdf 
by ties of marriage and of policy witb 
Auftria. But, the prefence of Mohfieur de 
BfetCuil certainly impofes on him no re- 
flramt whatfoever. i In company with the 
firft persons of rank af both fexes, at his 1 
©writable, he does not hefitate, every day, 
after' dinrter, to paifs at lead: a quarter of 
an hour, in the difgufting occupation of 
cleaning his* teeth, -which he perforins with 
all the tkihute Ceremonies of the toilet. 
Perhaps, riuoh' an infult to decency and 
to good breeding, never was committed 
in any civilized country. Certainly it is 
not known elfewherd } and it would have 
' excited aftonilhment ' mixed with av-erfion, 
if it had been pra£tifed by Charles the 
Twelfth himfelf; Who, though he was ac- 
cuftomed to fpread his butter with Iris 
thumbs, yet never violated Wantonly the 
rules of civility towards ladies. I have 
I I 3 been 
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been prefent frequently at the fcene to 
which I allude, in company with the moft 
diftinguiftied men and women in Vienna) 
Auftrians, as well as foreigners. Is is diffi¬ 
cult to pufli contempt for all the forms of 
polifbed •' fociety to a greater length. 

The Auftrian firft Minifter rifesveiy late,' 
ufually at, or nearly about noon; bat 
he tranfa&s public bufinefs in bed dining 
the whole morning, where his Secretaries 
attend for that purpofe. At one o’clock 
he takea chocolate. His hour of dinner is 
uncertain, varying capricioufly from four 
o’clock, to five, fix, and fpyen in the even¬ 
ing ; in confequence of which want of 
punctuality, all who are able, have running 
footmen ftationed in the Prince’s anticham¬ 
ber, to bring them intimation when he is 
about to appear. If he accepts an invitation 
to dine with any perfon,. however high his 
rank, it is only on condition that the wine, 
bread, and even the water be fent frpm his 
own houfe. The principal diihes mull like- 
wife be dreffed by his cpok : ftipulations, 
which, however humiliptipg, are nevpr rpr 

fufed 
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iiifed by thofe who afpirfe to the hspOOf of 
entertaining him. No crowned head in 
Europe, I believe, exacts fimilar marks of 
deference from his Courtiers ; nor could 
Louis the Fourteenth have experienced 
greater proofs of fervile refpedl, when he 
condefcended to vifit his favourite Minifters 
or fubje 6 ts. Naturally cheerful, and dif- 
pofed to the pleafures of fociety. Prince 
Kaunitz neverthelefs unbends at table. He 
converfes well on almoft all topics, reafons 
with accuracy, and has a vaft command of 
expreflion. Italian, French, and German, 
he Ipeaks with no lefs eafe than fluency; 
but, French is the language which he ufually 
talks in company, as being moli generally 
underflood. It is indeed rare to hear him 
utter a word in German ; for which lan¬ 
guage, like his Pruffian Majefty, he does not 
feem to entertain any predile&ion. To 
Italians, of whom there are always many ip 
the Court of Vienna, he never fails to ad- 
drefs himfelf in Italian, if they do not pof- 
jfefs French in perfe&ion. 

II4 His 
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Hislhvorite topics of debate or of convei* 
fttion, are horfes, mechanics, and carriages'. 
It is fcatcely poffible to be a greater Com 
noiflfeur than be is, or affe&s to be, on thefe 
fubje&s ; and whenever any of them are 
mentioned, he harangues with no lefs'perfpi- 
cuky than information. On potitics, as may 
be fuppofed, he rarely or never touches; btrt\ 
on hiftorical points he is eafily led out, and 
displays, without afie&ation, a very extefifivfe 
acquaintance with all the great events of tno*- 
dem Euibpe. If not a man of fliiriirig talents, 
he is unqiieftionably poflefled of great enK 
■largement of mind, much application, and 
found judgment, matured by themoft perfect 
acquaintance with all the 'financial atod mill- 
tary refources of the'Houfe of Auftiia. Em. 
dewed with uncommon penetration, be foizcfe 
with facility the difficulties- of any affair.; and 
never was ahead better organized, per more 
! capdblc of. uniting preeffion with difpatcH, 
in the tranfa&iori of public bufineflj. : 

The wiftlom of his policy-in forming aft 
alliance with France, though' the 'feature in 
: . • hi$ 
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his'adiahaift ratoon, of which, above all others) 
he is peculiarly vain,, may yet be accounted * 
veryprdblfematicaland time aLone can affik 
to it the indelible ftamp ofexceUenee^or >jof 
fertor. If opinioasare however divddpdTe* 
fpedting that inea&nrej they are notfo relative 
to 'the partition of Poland; in codfentrng tto 
which he committed an irreparable 'fault, 
never tobeful&caently: condemned.Quit¬ 
ting the path of jollied and .of: honor, no kfs 
than fhetroe ixrterdla of .his. Sovereign,* ha 
Hopped to divide with two other rival Powers, 
*he plunder of a defencelefs nation, whom 
he ought fyftemetically. to have prote&ed 
and ftipportad againft every invader. Caught 
ih the toils fprread for him by Frederic, and 
either a> dupe to .his .own. vanity, or defirous 
by whatever means to augment die An- 
Hrian dominions; hS.doahtlefs already feds, 
fehough he may not avow; the pernicious con¬ 
ferences df fo ihorfr lighted a policy. -Itis 
evident that Pruiha alone • was -a real gamer 
f>y that dark tranfadtjon, where.the fupprior 
genius' of. Frederic achieved, more in the 

Cabinet, 
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Cabinet, than he had previouftjr done in the 
Field; in which Auibria was completely 
doped or over-reached; and to which Rufha 
was only a relu&ant, as .well as an involun¬ 
tary party. It conftitotes the greateft blot 
in Kaunitz's political chara&er, and will pro¬ 
bably be {till more reprobated by pofterity, 
than by the prefent age. 

His pleasures, at a period of life fb ad¬ 
vanced, can neither be very numerous, nor 
extremely varied. He is fond of Mufic, 
and likes theatrical entertainments, though 
he feldom attends them. I have feen him de» 

i 

lighted with the *♦ Ombres Chinoifes,” when 
exhibited in a private room, before a feleft 
company. At cards he never plays; hut, 
during the greater part df every evening, 
•he amufes himfelf at billiards, in his own 
drawing-room. One of hispaifions through, 
life, has been architecture, pra&ioal as well 
as theoretical; and it is pretended, that he 
has not a little impaired his fortune by in¬ 
dulging this elegant propenfity. Certainly 
he has thrown away imrocnfe fums; I aip 

told, 
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fold, near a million of florins, or full si hun>-, 
died thoufand pounds, between his boafe in 
the fubnrbs of Vienna, and his feat at Abfter- 
litz in Moravia. Neither of them are yet 
xompieted, and he is perpetually pulling, 
down, altering, and repairing. If there & 
not great exaggeration in thefe affertions, 
they will explain thereafon, why, after inch 
a long poflefiion of. power, he has amailed 
little wealth for his family. . Indeed, it 
would be difficult otherwife to account for 
it, iince he is not generous ; at leaft not 
from difpofition, though he knows how to 
affeft liberality on proper occafions* 

Prince Kaynitz is agoodpatholic, but has 
not any tin&ure of bigotry or fuperdition. 
I believe he rarely, if ever confeffes: I know 
that be never attends, nor hears mafs per¬ 
formed, except on Sundays ; and then only 
fpr ten minutes, not publicly, but in his own 
houfe, Superior to the temptation or the 
love of gold, he is not lefe exempt from any 
. fpirit of vengeance. The natural elevation 
: pf Jiis mind raifes him . above Couat-cabal, 

and 
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and. tittle mioifterial intrigue. Aflienemy 
Ad every- Ipaciee of cpnftraint,, the freedom 
4 rtitcti.be esercifes himfelf, he extends to ' 
jthofe about ;him: jet,, the. cbofcioufnefe o£ 
his: dignity nev^rjforlakes him fora moment. 

J bave'fetn him, in hisi own dxamihg-rcooin, 
,88. unconcerned, and as attentive to every 
ipoiht of his game atbilliards, whale the 
iEmperor ftood on one fide of him, :and the 
'Archduke Maximilian on the other, as. 
.thongh they had both -been private indivU 
duals of no confequence. He is an A&or, 
•snddbe .never appeased.to me to play his 
part fa well, as on t^afe oceafions. To« 
wards; men rc£ genets,; ertifts,. and penfons 
.diftingudhed in . every* tine of letters or of 
iciende,. he is affable 'and polite; to a- high 
degree. Gluok not ,only i dines frequently 
at bis table ; bat, I have .known the Prince % 
faddrefs his difcoarfe to him during the 
■ whole repafli, in a manner the moft:-flattering, 
while he has not cendefcended to notice 
i the ffrft nobility of Vienna feated 'near him. 
,ln..this* part of his character, he ftands 
i . widely 
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widely oppb&gl to tbeAoftrian men dfrfcmk* 
whb retain many of the'feudal prejudices of 
theirattceftols, and rarely Open their hOrtfee 
to men of merit 1 or talents, on the footing of 
acquaintance, 5 UricOnne&e<P With tfrOadvan* 
tagefe#biklk > «•>*' * !i * 

flexibility is Hot to be reckoned amdn/g 
Ac qualities of Prince Kaunilz, as littfe 
likewifeis diflimulatiafr. It forms an lifc* 
fiance, rtire in the hiftory of the world 1 ; and 
rtiore peculiarly of' Courts, that a man of 
fbch a call, though his abilities may be eve^ 
lb eminent, fhould have attained to powerj 
alldf hfiave preferred it for lb many years! 
Far from - concealing his fentimentS, evert 
on points the moll delicate, as Well as perJ 
fonal, r hk has- always exprefied himfelf with 
boldrfefsJ frothing is better known tharf 
his dillike, I might almoft fay His averfion,* 
for the iprefent Emperor, when he was fuc- 
deflively Archduke and King of the- Ro* 
ihans,-before bis father’s death. - The "Prince 
never mentioned his cha*a6ter, condu6t, or ' 
undorftanding, eicept with marks of difap-i 

probation. 
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probation; Even alter Joseph’s acceffio'rf 
to the Imperial dignity; lie did not alter bi» 
language* u The Emperor*” find he more 
than onle* “ fears me, and I diflike him/’ 
As a protestor bjf the fine arts, and parti¬ 
cularly of Mufic, Kaunitz was deep^jf hurt 
at the “ Ordonnance” which produced the 
ruin of the Italian oper'a. The fpirit of HP 
novation and reform, charafteriftic 6f all 
Jofeph’s regulations, by no means fuited the 
tafte of the Mipifter; " Je he vois,” laid 
he, “ que des defences de tous cot£s.” At 
that time, his Imperial Majefty never vifited 
nor converfed with him: on the contrary* 
k was no fecret that he held Prince Kaunttsf 
in deteftation. , 

Inferifibly, however, their mutual filiena- 1 
tion has not only ceafed, but has been fuo* 
seeded by apparent attachment, efteem,.and 
Confidence. Thole fentiihents ean foarceljt 
be carried to a higher piteh of reciprocal 
deference and. refp'edi* than at the prefent 
moment. How far, views of policy or in j 
tereft on either fide* have conduced to ope¬ 
rate 
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ratefo total a change, itots impoffiMe to 
afcertain. Jofoph, "who is unqueftionably a 
maAer of difliraulation, may Only wak for the 
proper moment ih which to manifeft his real 
fentunents; but people here are Uniterfally 
convinced, that no Reconciliation was ewer 
more complete or more fincere. He Teems 
to be never fatisfied with giving the Prince 
the moft flattering teiHmonies of conhdera- 
lion and perfbnal regard. During the courfe 
of the two laft winters, not content with fre¬ 
quently prefentidg himfelf at the drawing¬ 
room of the firft Minifter, as one of the com¬ 
pany ; Jofeph has often vilited him in his 
bed-chamber, in order to converfe with him 
at more eafe, on every fubjeft of public im¬ 
port. Thefe interviews have been conduced 
without, ceremony or attendants, and not 
unufiially without any previous intimation 
on the part of the .Emperor. 

Whenever he hasoccaiion to mention the 
Prince’s name, it is accompanied with ex> 
preffions of confederation for his fervices and 
virtues. Qn the anniverfaryof his own birth, 

it 
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it. iscuftomary for Prince Kauniltz always td 
dine with his eldeft fon. Count. Erneft, and 
a feted party* Upon the fecond of February, 
laft year, which was the day to which! allude, 
the firft Minifter repaired to his fotf s houfe, 
about half paft four o'clock* Candles had not 
been brought in, though it Was already duflc } 
and the company expecting every minute to 
be fumsnoned to table, were converting in the 
drawing-room, when the door opened very 
gently* A perfoh entered, and' on his ad* 
vancing towards the Cbuntefs Erneil Kau* 
nit®, they perceived with furprize thktitwas 
the Emperor. “ Iarii come, Maddm;” faid 
he, “ unalked, to eat a part of your dinner. I 
hope you will permit me on this day to 
44 fhew my refpe 6 t, and to pay my compli* 
44 ments to Prince Kaunitz." He accordingly 
fat down, with the other guefts; but, at table 
he placed him felf on the Minifter’s righthand, 
and .did not allow of the fmalleft diftih&ion 
being paid him, contidering himfelf only as 
one of the company. It was difficult for a 
Sovereign to ffiew a more delicate -or flatter* 

ing 
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ing mark of attention^ I received thefe 
particulars from one of the ladies who was 
prefent on the occafion. 

If Jofeph manifefts fo decided ah affec¬ 
tion for the JPriuce, the latter, who now 
repays it with intereft, feems to have no 
more grateful or pleafing topic of conver- 
fation, than the praifes of his mailer. His 
filial piety and dutyhis unwearied exer¬ 
tions for the grandeur of the Auftrian 
Houfe, and the felicity of his fubje6ts; 
his application to bufinefs; his readinefs to 
expofe his perfon in the field, when his 
country demands it; each of thefe, and 
many other of the Emperors qualities, are the 
frequent fubjefit of the Minifter’s eulogium. 
On the eleventh of April, laft year, the day 
when his Majefty fet off from Vienna to join 
the army in Bohemia, Kaunitz launched out 
at his own table, on the great endowments 
which meet in Jofeph the Second. “ L'Em- 
pereur,” faid he feveral times, “ eft un vrai 
heros." It may, neverthelefs, be doubted 
whether, though he admired the hero, he 
vol. u. K k approved 
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approved the hercifm, fince the war has 
never been oonfidered as either agreeable to 
his wifhes, or confonant to his views and 
policy. Happily for both the Prince and 
the Minifter, it feems now to be drawing 
to a conclulion, according to every appear^ 
ance: a fubjeft on which { fhall have more 
tp fay m my ne^t letter, 
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LETTER XXXV. 

'»Appointment of the Congrefs at Tefchen, for the' 
conclufion of peace.—Sentiments excited by it 
at Vienna.—Departure of the Grand Duke 
of Tufcany for Florence.—Character of that 
Prince, and of the Grand Duchefs of Tuf¬ 
cany, his wife.—Reflexions on the warocca- 
foned by the Bavarian fuccejfwn. 

Vienna, March 17 th, 1779.' 

A t length, after a painful period of fuf- 
penfe and anxiety, I believe I may 
announce the approach, if not the certainty 
of peace. As long ago as the 27th of laft 
month, a courier from Breflaw arrived here, 
with intelligence of all the preliminaries 
being already adjufted, and only waiting for 
fignature. A congrefs, defigncd to fettle the 
terms of the definitive treaty, was at firft 
fixed to meet atTroppau in Auftrian Silefia; 
but the little town of Tefchen, capital of 
the duchy of the fame name, near the 
k k a fron-* 
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frontiers of the Imperial Poland, is fince 
fubftituted in place of Troppau. As be¬ 
longing to Prince Albert and the Arch- 
- duchefs Chriftina, Tefchen, which is a fort 
of neutral fpot, may be thought proper for 
the “meeting of plenipotentiaries. Other- 
wife, a more wretched and defolate collec¬ 
tion of huts, could hardly have been found 
in any corner of Europe. An armiftice, 
preparatory to negotiation, took place <tn 
the §th of the prefent month. The Baron 
de Breteuil, and Count de Cobenzel, late 
Envoy Extraordinary at the Court of Ber¬ 
lin, were immediately named to repair to 
Tefchen, on the part of France and Auftria. 
Prince Repnin, and the Baron de Riedazel, 
Miniver to the Court of Vienna from his 
Prufli^n Majefty previous to the war, are 
likewife appointed on the fide of Frederic, 
and of his ally, Catharine. But, Count 
Cobenzel having been unexpectedly feized 
wi‘h a fit of the gout, which incapacitated 
him for travelling; his relation, John Philip 
Cobenzel, has been fubftituted 'in his place. 

The 
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The French Embaflador and he let off for 
the place of negociation, on the eighth, the 
day when the armiftice commenced. The 
Court of St, James’s, which, on former oc- 
cafions, might have been called in as me¬ 
diator, if not as umpire, in the quarrel, is 
completely excluded, and feems to be as 
little confidered on either fide, as the meaneft 
Italian Republic. Neither the vigor of our 
counfels, nor the fuccefs of our arms at the 
prefent moment, tend to imprefs Germany 
and Europe with refpeft. 

Notwithftanding the apparent certainty 
of the approach of peace, great difcontent 
prevails in this Capital. Not only the in¬ 
glorious manner in which the war has been 
, conduced; the circumftances likewife, under 
which a Coiigrefs is about to be opened, 
excite a degree of fqrment approaching to 
indignation; fince it is well known that the 
Pruilians ftill continue in Bohemia. But, 
neither the Court nor the cabinet, neither 
Jofeph nor the Prime Minifter, feem in¬ 
clined to profecute hoftilities. Relative to 
kk 3 the 
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the terms upon which peace will ultimately 
be made, we can only conje&ure: no one 
here, however, doubts that it muft be pur- 
chafed by a partial, if not by a total refti- 
tution, of the territories which occafioned 
the rupture. Frederic, ftrong in the caufe 
that he efpoufes, fuftained by the open aid 
of Saxony, and by the avowed fupport of 
Ruflia, poflefies great advantages over his 
adverfary. France is neither fuppofed to 
interfere with zeal, in ’ fpvor of Maria The- 
refa and her fon ; nor, embarrafled as 
Louis the Sixteenth now is by a war with 
England, can he, were he even fo difpofed, 
extend effeftual affiftance to the Emprefs 
Queen. Catharine, on the contrary, irri¬ 
tated againft the Auftrian Minifter, who, 
in the partition of Poland, and on other 
occafions, has {hewn as little re{pe6t for her 
interefts, as deference for her willies, a6ts 
vigoroufly in favour of Pruffia. The 
Princes of the German Empire look on, 
and enjoy with a malignant pleafure, the 
embarraffinents, as well as the humiliation, 

pf 
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of the Imperial Cabinet. Undfer thfcfe eir- 
cumftances, it is probable that? the: Court of 
Vienna will not refule, and', has already re- 
folved, to make the facrifices^' however ample 
or painful, necefiary for enfuring peace. 

Another event, which Confirms the. fup- 
pofition, is the return of'.the .Great’ Duke 
and Duchefs of Tufcany'^to Florence. • They 
doubtlefs delayed their departure, till the 
decifion of fo great a point, in' which Leo¬ 
pold mull neceflarily’ feel himfelf deeply, 
though not-jjgMiiediately involved. He is 
in fa 6 t the prefumptive, eventual heir, to all 
the dominions of Maria Therefa, as long as 
his elder brother is neither married, nor has 
any ifiue. On the fame day when the ar- 
miftice.took place, and on which the Auf- 
trian’pnd French Embafiadors fet off for 
Tefchehi .the-.Great* ^v^e^ and Duchefs left 
Vienna; for Florence. '’After an affeftionate 
and tender adieu on tl^paft Of* t](Je Emprefs, 
they proceeded , to Baden,'four leagues 
diftant, to which place • Jofepb and all the 
t other members of the Imperial Family ac- 
K k 4 comp 
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companied them. There they dined to¬ 
gether, and the two brothers parted, with 
mutual teftimonies of affe&ion and regret. 
Maria Therela's infirmities did not allow 
her to be of the party. 

Relative to the Great Duke, I have faid 
little in thefe Memoirs; as, though he has 
been here feveral months, I have had com¬ 
paratively few opportunities of feeing him; 
neither he nor the Great Duchefs mixing in 
fociety. He is fix years younger than the 
Emperor, of a middle fize, well, made, and 
apparently of a more robuft conftitution 
than Jofeph. Never did two brothers lefs 
refemble each other in perfon and in man¬ 
ners. ' Leopold has not either the intelli¬ 
gence of countenance, the reftlefs • a&ivity 
of mind, or the communicative and- afiable 
difpofition of the EpiJjeror. His features, 
grave and faturnirib, are deficient in dignity, 
' as well as in anlpi^tidn. In their baldnefs 
upon the cr6wn* of ‘ the head, and in that 
refpeft only,. the brothers are alike. Per¬ 
haps, a long refidence in Italy, may have 

con- 
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.contributed to render the Great Duke more 
referved than if he had remained in Ger¬ 
many, where the national chara6ter is frank 
and open. It is indifputable, that he likes 
Florence better than Vienna; a preference, 
it muft be owned, equally natural and par¬ 
donable. Independently bf the pofition and 
climate, which are in favor of the Tufcan 
Capital, he is there a Sovereign; here he is 
only an elevated individual. Though left 
ingratiating and acceffible than his elder 
brother, he is beloved and efteemed by 
thofe who enjoy his confidence, and who 
know how to appreciate his merits. His 
mind is far more cultivated likewife, by un 
extenfive acquaintance with polite 1 letters, 
and even with fome branches of feience. 
Under a ferious exterior, he conceals from 
common eyes the defe&s, which Jbfeph’s 
more unguarded manners expofe; but, His 
gallantries have been hot lefs general or 
notorious, than thofe of any of his prede- 
cefTors of the celebrated Houfe of Medicis. 
' In the admiriiftration of TufcUny, peculiarly 
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in the amelioration of its laws, and police, he 
is faid to have difplayed application, ftea- 
dinefs, and judgment; qualities, which it 
is probable he may, at fome future time, 
have occafion to exercife on a greater and 
more confpicuous theatre. Jofeph, whofe 
intentions not to marry a third time, are 
well known, regards him as his fuccefior; 
and the two brothers either feel, or afieft to 
feel, a very warm attachment for each other. 

Of the Grand Duchefs of Tufcany, in 
common with almoft every perfon here, I 
know Hill lefs from perfonal obfervation, as 
fhe is hardly ever feen in public; her deli¬ 
cate ftate of health incapacitating her for 
much exertion or amufement. Daughter of 
the prefent King of Spain, Charles the Third, 
fhe refembles him in the lineaments of coun¬ 
tenance ; and no Princefs can have flenderer 
pretenfions to perfonal beauty, grace, or ele¬ 
gance. HeT figure is meagre, her face thin 
and pale, her complexion fallow, her nofe 
long, as well as large, and her fight con¬ 
tracted. Nor are her maimers and de¬ 
meanor 
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meaner better calculated to reprefent the 
Majefly of the Imperial Throne, which it is 
poffible fhe may one day afeend ; an event 
that Ihe is faid not to contemplate with-much 
complacency, or to anticipate with any im¬ 
patience. Like her hufband, fhe is conli- 
dered here as more partial to the Tufcans, 
than to the Germans. If fhe is deficient ia 
perfonal charms, fhe is not lefs fo in female 
accomplifhments. A Neapolitan education, 
completed in Spain, was probably not very 
favourable to the difclofure or cultivation 
of her natural endowments. But, every 
deficiency of an external and ornamental 
nature, is amply compenfated by the in- 
trinfic worth and folid excellence of her 
character. Devoted to her children and 
her hufband, beyond whom fhe knows no 
object of affedtion or enjoyment, in them 
centre all her cares. Domeftic and retired, 
Ihe fhuns public' exhibitions, in which 
neither her health, her turn of mind, nor 
her manners, enable her to appear with 
advantage. A numerous family, confifl- 

ing 
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ing of nine Princes and Princefies, by whom 
the Houfe of Auftria muft in all probability 
be perpetuated, occupy her time, and en- 
grofs her whole attention. Little known 
beyond the limits of Florence or of Vienna, 
{he is well recompenfed for the.want of 
.admiration and celebrity, by the refpe£fc and 
attachment of the few, who are acquainted 
.with her virtues. 

I am now about to leave this Capital, 
after having witnefled the origin, the pro- 
grefs, and probably the termination, of the 
Bavarian quarrel. A rupture of fuch im¬ 
portance, has awakened the Imperial Court 
from the long repofe of fifteen years, which 
fucceeded the great war terminated in 
1763. Jofeph the Second, and Prince 
Kaunitz, have found more ferious occu¬ 
pations for their time, than travelling or 
building. Frederic, in oppofing the am¬ 
bition of the former, has difclofed the fecret 
and difcordant fprings, which actuate the 
movements of the Auftrian Cabinet ; and 
has brought forward to the public eye, the 

three 
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three principal perfonages who compofe it, 
more than could have been done by a much 
longer period of tranquillity. Whatever 
portion of the Bavarian fucceflion may be 
retained by Auftria, at the definitive treaty 
of peace; the efiential advantages, as well 
as the glory, of having taken up arms in 
defence of the Palatine Houfe, and of the 
Germanic Syftem, remain with his Pruffian 
Majefty. If he has not acquired the fame 
laurels as in former, wars, he has at leaft 
checked the career of Jofeph the Second, 
at its outfet; and he has proved to Europe 
at large, that time, though it may have 
tempered the ardor of his counfels, or the 
rapidity of his movements, has not di- 
minilhed his vigilance, nor impaired his 
exertions. France, however Ihe may be 
conne6ted by ties of marriage, or of pre¬ 
tended policy, with Maria Therefa, has 
rather affefted to give, than has really ex-. 
tended, any aid to her on the prefent occa- 
fion: while Catherine the Second, neither 
mollified by the advances, nor conciliated 
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fey the blandishments of the Auftrian Cabi¬ 
net, has interpofed as arbitrefs in the dis¬ 
pute, and has compelled the Emprefs Queen, 
or rather her Son, to fheathe the fword. 
Such is, or is about to be; the termination 
of Jofeph the Second’s rafh attempt to ap¬ 
propriate a. part of Bavaria. It has embit¬ 
tered the evening of his mother’s reign, 
without augmenting her glory,' or railing 
his own reputation ; though it may poffibly 
add fomewhat to the extent of the Auftrian 
dominions. As I am on the point of let¬ 
ting out for Venice, I fliall not however 
witnefs the final treaty, which, while it 
determines that point, will teftore tran¬ 
quillity to this part of Europe. 

• 

I remain, See. See. 


THfi EtfD. 

.y. 

Luke Hanford* printer, near LincolaVIim Fieldfe- 


